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CITY OF BOSTON. 


In Common Council, July 17, 1851. 


Ordered, That Messrs. Haskell, Minot and Allen, 
with such as the Mayor and Aldermen may join, be a 
Committee to prepare, and report to the City Council, 
such facts in relation to the different classes of the pop- 
ulation in the City, based upon the census taken by 
order of the City Council last year, as may afford infor- 
mation upon the subject of the births, deaths, and mar- 
riages, among the native and foreign population. And 
that said Committee have leave to report in print. 


Sent up for concurrence. 


FRANCIS BRINLEY, President. 


In Board of Mayor and Aldermen, July 28, 1851. 


Read and concurred. Awd Aldermen Rogers and 
Grant were joined. 


JOHN P. BIGELOW, Mayor. 


A true copy. , : 
Attest : S. F. McCuxary, City Clerk. 


REPORT. 


Tur Committee appointed, in accordance with the 
order of the City Council, passed in July last, have 
given the subject a careful consideration, and now 
report: 

The original design of the order, under which the 
Committee have instituted the present investigation, 
was of a character requiring the most careful and 
minute analysis of the census of Boston, which was 
taken in May, 1850, and published in City Document, 
No, 42, of that year. 

The Committee, therefore, availed themselves of the 
services of Jesse Chickering, M. D., to prepare the 
tables necessary for an intelligent understanding of 
the subject. Dr. Chickering’s knowledge of the facts 
involved in the inquiries included in the order of the 
City Council, his character for the accuracy and thor- 
oughness of his investigations, and his standing as a 
writer upon subjects connected with population, will 
give weight and authority to the Report he has pre- 
pared under the direction of the Committee. 

The Census Report of the Committee of 1850, was 
prepared with great care and fidelity, and its. state- 
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ments will be regarded with interest, which will in- 
crease as the periods arrive when a return of ten years 
shall call for a new enumeration of the people of the 
city. 

The Report of Dr. Chickering contains a compara- 
tive view of the births, marriages and deaths in the city 
of Boston, considered in respect to the origin of the 
several classes of the population,—and is here append- 
ed. It has been prepared with great care and labor, 
and extends into inquiries not reported in former docu- 
ments. It exhibits most important results relating to 
the different classes of the population. It shows the 
effects of the causes in operation in a large, active, and 
erowing community. Some of these results, may, per- 
haps, surprise those who have not given their attention 
to the subject; but it is important, at all times, to know 
the exact state of facts in relation to the population of 
a city or commonwealth,—as well as to note the ten- 
dencies of causes at work in society. This knowledge 
is not only required for the purposes of the present 
moment, but for those of history. 

The manner of reporting the census, and the popular 
classification of the population of Boston, has caused 
many erroneous impressions to obtain deep hold upon 
the public mind, and have not unfrequently occasioned 
alarm in the minds of those who have not paid particu- 
lar attention to the details of the matter. 

In all Reports relating to population in Boston, for- 
eigners, and their descendants, have been included in 
one aggregate. By reference to Table IIL. on the 12th 
page, and to the explanation on the 14th page, it will 
be seen that 45 per cent. of the foreign element in our 
population, consists of children under twenty-one years 
of age. No accurate account can be given of the pro- 
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portions of this large class (28,912) of our population 
who were born in this country or city. Persons, qual- 
ified by their knowledge on the subject,’estimate that 
from 65 to 75 per cent. of this class were born in the 
United States, and that upwards of 50 per cent. of the 
number were born in Boston. ‘This large and interest- 
ing class of the youthful population of our city, attend 
our public schools, and all the popular and public as- 
sociations by which they are surrounded, are calculated 
- to make them a far different population from those of 
the same lineage who received their early impressions 
in foreign countries. 

The Table of Births upon the 19th page, and the 
conclusions therefrom, which are given in the two suc- 
ceeding pages, show the influence of the social condi- 
tion of the different classes of the population upon the 
number of births in each. As a class, the native popu- 
lation remain unmarried to a greater degree than the 
foreign residents. ‘This fact is obvious to all persons ac- 
quainted with our population, and the facts deduced from 
the Table of Births, show the average rates of births, 
among the different classes, in a most striking manner. 
This table also shows the fact, that there are but very 
few marriages between the different classes of popula- 
tion. Of 1,848 births in Boston, last year, among 
the American population, the difference of thirty-four, 
only, is reported between the number of American 
fathers and mothers. And of the 2,763 children born 
of Irish parents for the same period, a difference of fifty- 
eight only in the aggregate is given, where both parents 
were not natives of Ireland. The returns for 1849 pre- 
sent the same results relative to the native places of 
the parents of the children born that year in Boston. 
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But, though‘ marriages are seldom among those of 
different origin, and the number of foreign extract are 
approximating to an equality with that of the Ameri- 
can population, and their number under 21 years ap- 
pears to be remarkably large, there are causes which 
have been operating from the moment of the arrival of 
the foreigners among us, and will continue to operate 
with increased force, on them and on their children, 
which are calculated to assimilate them with the Ameri- 
can people, and to unite them both as one people and 
one community. The intercourse of the two classes 
with each other, is constant; their relations to each 
other, make them mutually dependent for the necessa- 
ries and conveniences of life. hey are both shaped 
by the influences which surround them; and these in- 
fluences are far more of an American and republican, 
than of a foreign type. 

The facts herein given, present an interesting subject 
for the consideration of those who will in future have the 
direction of the municipal affairs of the city, and who 
will doubtless use every effort in their power to increase 
its attractions as a place of residence for a tax paying 
business population. And your Committee hope and 
believe, that the public lands, as now laid out and 
improved, will be found to present advantages that will 
be very soon availed of by a thrifty and substantial 
class of citizens, and bring about changes in our popu- 
lation that will operate favorably on its prospaniy and — 
moral character. 


HENRY B. ROGERS, 

MOSES GRANT, 

DANIEL-N. HASKELL, + Committee. 
ALBERT T. MINOT, 

JAMES B. ALLEN, | 
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To the Committee of the City Council, appointed under 
the Order of July last. 


GENTLEMEN: 


I send you the following Comparative View of 
the “ Population of Boston” in 1850, considered in 
relation to the Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in 1849 
and 1850, and in relation to the Origin and Nativity of 
the several classes of Inhabitants. I have endeavored 
to analyse the subject, as far as the official documents 
would permit, and to trace, as far as may be, the several 
elements of which the population is composed. 


Yours, respectfully, 
JESSE CHICKERING. 
Boston, November, 1851. 
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POPULATION OF BOSTON. 


Weds to the State Census, May 1, 1850, the 
whole population of Boston, exclusive of those excepted 
in the enumeration, was 138,788. The census was 
taken with great care by Mr. George Adams; and the 
number of inhabitants may be Lae very near the 
true number at that date, and very near the average 
during the year. ‘he variations from it in the United 
States Census taken June 1, one month later, are easily 
accounted for, and serve only to strengthen our confi- 
dence in the general accuracy of the State Census, and 
in its reliableness for practical purposes. 

In a community like that of Boston, where the popu- 
lation is fluctuating, the number of inhabitants will vary 
somewhat in the several parts of the year. ‘The num- 
ber on the first of May, may be considered as represent- 
ing very nearly, and for all practical purposes, the aver- 
age for.the year. 

Of these 138,788 inhabitants of Boston, May 1, 1850, 
there were, including the children, 53,923 from Ireland, 
2,666 from Germany, and 7,877 from other foreign coun- 
tries ; making a total of 63,466 of the foreign popula- 


tion. Of course there will remain 75,322 for the 
2 
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American population. ‘The proportions of these classes 
to the whole number are respectively as follows: 38.13, 
1.92, and 5.68 per cent., making a total of 45.73 per 
cent. for the Foreign, and 54.27 per cent. for the Ameri- 
can population. 

Thus, it appears that but a little more than half of the 
population of Boston, are of American origin. Itis an 
interesting inquiry, how many are properly of Boston 
origin; that is, whose parents were Bostonians; how 
many from other parts of Massachusetts; and how 
many from other States in the Union: as well as how 
many are from the various foreign countries, including 
their children. Such an inquiry has important rela- 
tions to causes which affect the present condition of the 
community, and are likely to shape materially the fu- 
ture condition not only of the City, but of the whole 
Commonwealth. 

The following Table (I) contains a statement of the 
number of inhabitants of Boston, May 1, 1850, accord- 
ing to Sev, Age, and Country, as appears by the State 
Census, together with the proportions of each to the 
whole number, and to the several classes. The propor- 
tions are given as they serve for a common measure of 
comparison. 
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TABLE I. 
Exhibiting the Population of Boston, May 1, 1850, accord- 
ing to the State Census. 
1. Accorpine TO SrEx. 
Number. Per cent. of the |Percent. of 
hole. Parts. 
Males under 21 years, = - ~- |28,607) - 29.62 : 43.30 
=> Orer 9), * - - - | 37,465 - 26.99 - 56.70 
Total Males, vo - - - 66,072 - 47.61 | 100. 
Females under 21 Mol - - |30,472 - 21.95 . 41.91 
" over 21 “ - - |42,244 : 30.44 - 58.09 
Total Females, - - - - - 72,716 - 52.39 | 100. 
Total Population, . » ae - '138,788 - 100. 
2. AccorDING TO AGE. 
Under 21 year, Males, - - - | 28,607 - 20.62 - 48.42 
“ Females, - ~- |30,472|— - 21.95|  - 51.58 
Peeper aoa. | - | 9079 | - 42.57 | 100. 
Over 21 years, Males, - - | 387,465) - 26.99 - 47.00 
“ Females, - - |42,244] - 30.44} = 53.00 
Pere Total «| - a 79,709 | - 57.43 | -100. 
Total Population, a cr - |138,788 | ‘+ 100, 
38. AccorDING TO CouUNTRY. 
Irish by birth, and their children, - |52,923] — - 38.13] - 83.39 
Germans by birth, and trey chil- 
dren, ‘ urr-séeer 1.92|  - 4.20 
Born in other foreign sountries, and 
their children, - - - - 7,877 - 5.68 - 12.41 
Total Foreign Population, - - - 63,466 - 45.73 | 100. 
Americans, consisting of White 
Persons, - - - : - | 73,237 - 52.77 - 97.23 
Americans, consisting of Colored 
Persons, - - - . . 2,085 - 1.50 - 2.77 
Total American Population,- = - - 75,322 | - 54.27 | 100, 


Total Population, Ne. eae. - |138,788 | - 100. 
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The number of Americans under 21 years, and over 


21 years, is not specified in the State Census; but we 


may deduce it from the statements contained in the 
Census, as follows:— 


TABLE II. 
Number. Per cent. of Total. |Per cent. of 
Parts. 

Of the Whole Population, there 

were as follows :— 
Under 5 years, - - : - | 17,084 : 12.31 . 28.92 
From 5 to 15 years, Americans, 12,143|__ - - 8.75 - 20.55 
From 5 to 15 ypers of foreign 

parentage, - - - 12,132} - - 8.74 - 20.54 
Total from 5 to 15 years, - + |24,275)  - (17.49)} (41.09) 
Total to 15 years, - 4) aeaak * - 41,359 - 29.80 
Hence there must be from 15 to 

21 years, - - - - - - 17,720 - 12.77 29.99 
To make up the Total under 21 

years, (‘Table I., Age.) - - - 59,079 . 42.57 | 100. 
By the Census, the Foreigners under 

21, were, - - - - - - 28,912 - 20.83 
Hence the Americans under 21, were, - 80,167 - 21.74 40.05 — 
Consequently the NRL Kucety over 21, 

were, - - - - - 45,155 - 32.53 59.95 
To make up the poet American 

Population, - : - 75,322 - 54.27 | 100. 
By the Census, there were Foreign- . 

ers under 21 years, - - - |28,9%2/  - 20.83 - 45.56 
Hence the Foreigners over 21 years, | 34,554) = - 24.90 - 54.44 
Total Foreign Population, - - - 63,466 - 45.73 | 100, 
Total Population, - - - - - 1|138,788 - 100. 


It will be seen by Table I, Sex, that there was an ea- 
cess of the Females over the Males to the amount of 6,644 
or 4.78 per cent. of the whole population. Of this num- 
ber 1,865 were under, and 4,779 were over 21 years. 
This excess gives the proportion of 110.05 females to 
100 males, a result the reverse of what generally hap- 
pens except in cities the number of female births being 
very uniformly only 100 to 105 or 6 male births 
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This excess of the females is in part to be ascribed to 
young men leaving on account of business, and not re- 
turning to be numbered on the Ist of May, and to fe- 
males coming from the country, and resorting to the 
city for their residence. To which may be added the 
fact that the males by their vocations, especially in 
cities, are exposed to more fatal accidents than the fe- 
males. And, though among the foreign immigrants 
who land among us, a majority are males, the number 
_ of them remaining in the city, is not sufficient to preserve 
an equality in the number of each sex. 

We also see in the last column of TableI, Sex, that, 
of the whole number of the males, the proportion of 
those under, to those over 21 years, exceeded by 1.39 
- per cent. that of the females under to those over that age, 
which is in accordance with the general law of the 
greater number of male births; while the reverse is the 
case with respect to the proportion of the males over 21 
years. In other words, we find that the males under 
21 years, were 43.30 per cent. of the total males, and 
the females under that age only 41.91 per cent. of their 
whole number; and that the males over 21 years, were 
56.70 to 58.09 per cent. of females over that age. These 
proportions show the preponderance in the number of 
females after that age, and that, though the number of 
the male births is to be presumed to have been greater 
than that of the females, as was the case in the last two 
years, there is a tendency before the age of 21 years, 
which is increased to such a degree after that age, as to 
reverse the natural proportion of the sexes. 

We see by Table I, Age, that the number over, was 
greater than wnder 21 years, by 20,630, of whom 8,858 
were males, and 11,772 were females. Here is another 
indication of this excess of females. The fact is more 
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distinctly indicated by the proportions of the sexes in 
the last column. 

The number of the foreign population, including the 
foreigners by birth and their children, (Table I. Coun- 
try.) constituted 45.73 per cent. or nearly half of the 
whole population. Five-sixths of the foreign popula- 
tion were Irish. Of the American population, 2,085 
or 1.50 per cent. were colored, and the white persons 
were 73,237, or 52.77 per cent. only, alittle more than 
half of the whole number. In the last column are ex- 
hibited the proportions of the several classes of the 
foreign and the American population. 

We find (Table II.) that of the whole population, 
17,084 or 12.381 per cent., were under 5 years, 24,275 
or 17.49 per cent. were from 5 to 15 years, (the Ameri- 
cans exceeding the foreigners only 11), and 17,720 or 
12.77 per cent. between 15 and 21 years, making 59,079 
under 21 years, while the number over 21 years, was 
79,709. (Table I. Age.) 

It appears by the census that the foreigners wnder 21 
years, were 28,912 or 20.83 per cent. of the whole popu- 
lation, which is greater than the average of the whole 
number under that age, and shows the preponderance of 
the foreign children over the American, and constitutes 
45.56 per cent. of the whole foreign population ; while 
the number of the Americans under 21 years, was 
30,167, which is only 40.05 per cent. of the whole Ameri- 
can population. Had the proportion of the Americans 
under 21 years, been as great as that of the foreigners, 
the number would have been 34,313 instead of 30,167 
or 4,146 more. This fact is important in relation to 
the number of births, as we shall see in examining the 
City Registrar's Reports’ on the Births, Marriages and 
Deaths, in the City of Boston, for the years 1849 and 
1850. We shall find that, though the mortality among 
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the foreign population has been greater, the greater 
number of births among them, is more than an offset 
to the deaths, and that the natural increase of the 
foreign population, or the excess of the births over the 
deaths among them in Boston has been greater than that 
of the American population ; and thus the amount from 
immigration, serves to give an additional increase to 
their numbers. 

As a necessary consequence of the greater proportion 
of the foreign population under 21 years, we find the 
‘proportion of Americans over 21 greater ; the number of 
the former over 21 being 34,544 or 54.44 per cent., 
while that of the latter was 45,155 or 59.95 per cent. ; 
that is, 5.51 per cent. greater. 

It is well known that, for some years past, most of 
the increase of the population in Boston, has been ow- 
ing to foreign immigration. In fact, the Americans de- 
creased 2.27 per cent. in five years from 1845. If we 
go back to 1820, we find that the whole number of in- 
habitants, then in Boston, was 43,298, whom we may 
regard as substantially, and with few exceptions, of 
American origin. Presuming this to have been. the 
case, we find the increase of the American portion in 
30 years, to have been 82,024 or 73.96 per cent., and 
making the number of this class 75,322 in 1850. This 
is the result of 30 years; but the result was more favor- 
able to the American population in 25 years to 1845, 
since which time their number has suffered a diminu- 
tion of 1,755, according to the State Census of 1850, 
compared with the City Census of 1845. 

Now the population of Boston, in 1820, consisted of 
1,690 colored, and 41,608 white persons, and, in 1850, 
exclusive of the foreign portion, of 2,085 colored, and 
73,237 white persons. Consequently the increase of 
this white portion in the 30 years, was 31,629 or 
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76.01 per cent., while that of the colored was 395, or 
23.37 per cent. 

This increase of the white portion in thirty years, 
consists of Bostonians proper, and of those who have 
come here from other parts of the Commonwealth, and 
from other States. 'This increase, uniformly, distributed 
through the whole period, would average but a little 
more than 20 per cent. in each decennial term, and 
would be less than 2 per cent. per annum. 'This whole 
increase, though aided by contributions from almost 
every town in the Commonwealth, and from most of the 
other States, has not, I suppose, been equal to what 
may be fairly considered the natural increase in thirty 
years, of the population of Boston alone in 1820; that 
is, not equal to what we suppose the excess of births 
over the deaths among this population would have been, 
if they had all remained at home. 

In the following Table (III) prepared from the City 
Registrar’s Reports for 1849 and 1850, I have supposed 
that half of the whole number of Fathers and Mothers 
would bea fair average for the number of births of those 
whose parents were natives of the several countries nam- 
ed in the first colunin.; in other words, that it will fairly 
represent the proportions of the births, considered in re- 
spect to the nativity of the parents. I have placed in 
separate columns these representative numbers of births, 
according to the classification of the inhabitants of Bos- 
ton, May 1, 1850, in order to make the ) a with 
the population. 

I have omitted in the table the 37 twin cases in 1849, 
and the 53 twin cases in 1850, as the birth-place of the 
parents is not specified in the Reports. Their number 
is so small, and the distribution of them in respect to 
parentage is probably such that the omission will not 
materially affect the result. 


Fi 
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It will be seen by this table, that, though the whole 
number of births in Boston was greater by 195 in 1850, 
than in 1849, the American births were 42% less, while 
the foreign births were 23774 more, namely 204 Irish, 
15’¢ German, and 18 of other foreign origin and “ un- 
known.” These facts decisively show the greater in- 
crease of the foreign, than of the American population, 
so far as respects the number of births. 

The next Table (IV.) contains a Statement of the 
number of the births in Boston in 1849 and 1850, to- 
gether with their proportions in respect to the Birth- 
places of the parents, and a comparison of the births in 
1850, with the population, according to the State Cen- 
sus, May 1. i 
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We see that not only have the American births 
diminished in number and in their proportion to the 
whole, but that there has been an increase of the foreign 
births, including those of which the birthplace of the 
parents was “ unknown,” both absolutely and relatively, 
from 1849 to 1850. In 1850, the foreign births con- 
stituted 64.73 per cent., or nearly two-thirds of the 
whole number, (having gained 2.21 per cent. in one 
year), of which 52.87 per cent. were Irish (having gained 
2 per cent. in the year): 2.88 per cent. were German, and 
8.98 per cent. were of other foreign countries. In 1850, 
the American births constituted only 35.27 per cent. of 
the whole number, having lost 2.21 per cené. in one year. 

We find that the proportion of the births among the — 
foreigners in 1850, was more than double that among 
the Americans, and fifly per cent. more than the average 
among the whole population. There was 1 birth to 
19 of the foreign, 1 to 41 of the American, and 1 to 
27 of the whole population, or 5.383, 2.44 and 3.76 per 
cent., respectively. It seems that the proportion was 
the greatest among the Germans, where it was 5.64 
per cent., or 1 to 17.72 of their number. 

We have thus endeavored to determine the propor- 
tion of the births among the whole population in Bos- 
ton in 1850, and that of the several classes of the for- 

eign population. Can we determine, with some degree 
of exactness, the proportion of the births among the 
Americans in respect to their origin in the several parts — 
of the United States ? 

Mr. George Adams, by an examination of the returns 
for the Seventh United States’ Census, has obtained 
the following numbers for the males and females born 
in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, who were 
inhabitants of Boston, June 1, 1850. He counted the 
males in all the wards, and the females in wards 1 and 
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2, and took the proportion of the females to the males 
in these two wards for their proportion in the other 
wards, thus making the whole number of the two sexes 
over 20 years of age, 11,790 born in these three States, 
and inhabitants of Boston, June 1, 1850. 

It will be seen by the following table, which exhibits 
the numbers respectively for these states, that the males 
from New Hampshire and Vermont, and the females 
from Maine, were the most numerous ;—a result in 
accordance with the state of things in Massachusetts, 
‘which are likely to dispose these emigrants to locate 
themselves in Boston in unequal proportions in respect 
to the sexes. The females from Maine come from 
along the sea-coast on their way to Boston, where they 
are likely to stop; but those from New Hampshire and 
Vermont in passing through a portion of the interior 
of Massachusetts, are attracted to Lowell and other 
places before reaching Boston. On the contrary, the 
males are more attracted to Boston, where they hope 
to find employment suitable to their sex, in commerce, 
in the mechanical arts and in the professions. 


TABLE V. 


Statement of the Number of persons in Boston, according 
to the United States Census, June 1, 1850, who were born 
in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. 


States. Males Females. Married | Unmarried Total. 
Females. Females. 

Maine, - - | 2,416 2.854 1,588 1,266 | 5,270 

New Hampshire, 2,885 2,239 1,432 807 5,124 

Vermont,- - 902 494 247 247 |’ ‘ 1,396 

Total, - - - | 6,203 | 5,587 | 3,267 2,320 | 11,790 


We must make in addition to this number of 11,790, 
on account of those wnder 20 years of age born in these 
states, and of the children of these natives, born in 

Boston and elsewhere, in order to obtain the whole 
amount resulting from this emigration to Boston. Of 
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the number under 20 years born in these states, we 
have not the means at hand of determining with ex- 
actness. Of the natives of these states, there were 
3,267 married females, and in 1850 there were 676 — 
births with mothers among these native females, or one 
fifth part of those married. I have calculated that the 
number representing the births from the natives of 
those states, is 67914. Assuming this last number as 
the average annual increase by births from these states, 
the number in five years would be 3,397, half of which 
is 1,699, a number which I suppose will not be consid- 
ered more than an equivalent for the number of the 
surviving children under 20 of these natives, and espe- 
cially if we include in it such others of both sexes born 
in these states, and under 20 years of age, as had settled 
in Beston in 1850, and were not included in the esti- 
mate of Mr. Adams. By adding 1,699 to the 11,790, 
we have 13,489 for the whole number, including these 
children and the minors as the result of emigration 
from these States. The data seem to be inconsistent 
with a less number. The number representing the an- 
nual births is 679%, or 5.03 per cent. of these 13,459, 

a proportion somewhat less than that among the foreign 
population. I suppose the proportion of the births to 
be as great among those from Massachusetts out of 
Boston, from the other two states in New England, 

Rhode Island and Connecticut, and from the other 

States, and have accordingly constructed the next Table, 
VI., containing a statement of the number and’ propor- 
tion of the American births according to the origin of — 
the parents, in Boston in 1850 ; together with the num- 
ber of persons, according to their origin in the several 
parts of the United | States, as deduced from. the births _ 
alone. It contains also the number and proportions of 


' persons according to their origin, as deduced from, tier?) 


. indications of the United States Census returns. 
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This last result at which we have arrived, though it 
is in part only an estimate based upon certain facts 
ascertained, is still to be relied upon as a very near 
approximation to the true numbers; namely, of the 
75,822 inhabitants of Boston of American origin in 
1850, about 48,573 or 64.49 per cent. consisted of those 
in Boston in 1820; and 10,2638 of those who have 
come here from other parts of Massachusetts, 14,094 
from the other New England States, and 2,892 from - 
other States in the Union, in the last thirty years, 
including in each case their descendants. There can 
be no question as to the number of those of Maine, 
New Hampshire and Vermont origin, among whom the 
number of the births in 1850 was over 5 per cent.; and 
it is hardly to be supposed that the proportion bf the 
births would have been less among those from the inte- 
rior towns of Massachusetts, or materially different 
among those from Rhode Island and Connecticut, or 
among those from the other States. These last consti- 
tute so small a fraction, as only very slightly to affect 
the general result. It follows from this view that the 
births of the old stock. of Bostonians, amounts to only 
about 1 per cent. per annum; while those of the emi- 
grants from other places, both foreign and domestic, 
are five times as great; of the causes of which we shall 
hereafter speak. 

According’ to the United States’ census, the number. . 
of inhabitants in Boston, Aug. 1, 1820, was 43,298, 
of whom by including their descendants remaining 
there, were, May 1, 1850, only 48,573, having for their 
whole increase 5,275, or 12.18 per cent. in nearly 30 
years. We have seen (p. 15) that the whole American in- 
crease during the period was 32,024, or 73.96 per cent., 
of which that of the white population 31,629 or 76.01, 
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_ and that of the colored 395, or 23.37 per cent. By 
taking from 48,573, the 2,085 colored persons, we 
have 46,488 for the white portion of the proper Bos- 
tonians remaining in 1850, having increased, in 30 
years, 4,880 or 11.72 per cent. of their number 41,608, 
which increase is only half the proportion of that of the 
colored. But the increase of the colored was 395, and 
probably a greater amount than this last had in the 
meantime come from other places, so that we may 
_ reasonably suppose that there was in fact no actual in- 
crease of the colored by excess of births over deaths 
among them during the period; and very likely there 
may have been a decrease of their numbers in respect 
to the number of the births as compared with the deaths. 
The American population in Boston, May 1, 1850, 
considered in respect to their parental origin, would be 
thus classified: namely, there were 48,573 of Boston 
origin, and 26,749 for whom we are indebted to emi- 
gration from other towns in Massachusetts and from 
other States, since Aug. 1, 1820, when the Fourth 
United States’ Census was taken. On the supposition 
that the colored| population were stationary, except 
from immigration, during the 30 years, the increase of 
the Boston portion of the white population, would be 
5,275, or 12.67 per cent. of the 41,608 constituting 
their number in 1820. ‘The increase of the colored 
portion, as they are supposed to come from abroad, are 
included among those born in other parts of the, United 
States. wut esw tqoroiis 
The white population of Boston dn 4820; care opre- 
sumed to have doubled. imvnumbe?, during these» 30 
years, and in 1850,:to:have numbered 83,216, of whom 
only 46,488::were 'then:inhabitants: sof! thes.city;oand 
36,728) weres inhabitants: elséwheres» They: have :gone 
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to all parts of the world. ‘They are scattered over our 
extensive country. Many of them, whether on the 
banks of the Hudson, the Ohio, or the Mississippi, or on 
the Pacific coast, still remember with filial affection 
and youthful fondness, Boston as the place of their birth 
and of their early associations ; and their children early 
taught by their parents, the events of their early years, 
-and of our Revolutionary history, are led to admire 
before seeing, the Metropolis of New England, and the 
places in its vicinity associated with the Independence 
of a common country. 

In consideration of the number of persons born out . 
of Boston, and especially of those from Maine, New 
Hampshire and Vermont, as appears on the United 
States Census returns, and in consideration of the num- 
ber of the births in Boston in 1850, of those whose par- 
ents were born in other parts of Massachusetts, and in 
other States, we can hardly suppose that the number of 
the Americans of Boston lineage, could exceed 48,573, 
as above, on the first of May, 1850. Assuming this 
number as substantially correct, and the other numbers 
also, as above classified according to their origin, we 
will now compare them with the number of Deaths in 
Boston in 1849, and 1850. 

I will here observe that in the Rea iste s Reports, of 
the Deceased whose birthplace was Boston, the number 
includes children of both foreign and American parent- 
age. In 1849, no distinction is made, but in 1850, an 
attempt was made to distinguish the parentage. ‘The 
whole number in 1850, of those born in Boston, who 
died there, was 1,904, of whom 939 were of foreign ori- 
gin, and 965 of American origin, as near as could be 
ascertained ; but it is not presumed that this distinction 
is numerically exact. The Registrar remarks, that “so 
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far as the above relates to the parentage of those born 
in Boston, it must be regarded only as an approximation, 
it being impossible in many instances, to ascertain the 
facts. Probably the Americans are stated too high, 
and the foreign too low.” 

I have added those 939 specified as born in Boston 
of foreign origin, and amounting to 25.61 per cent. of 
the whole number of deaths in 1850, to the 8038 report- 
ed to have been born in Ireland, thus making the num- 

ber of the deceased of Irish origin 1,752 or 47.51 per 
 cent., and presuming that, as the Irish constitute so 
great a part of the whole population, and particularly 
of the foreign population, and of the births also, the 
number will not be so far from the true number, as 
materially to effect the inferences we may draw from it, 
or the general conclusions we may arrive at. 

Of the 2,454 deceased in 1849, who were: born in 
Boston, and whose origin is not specified, whether 
American or foreign, I have supposed the same propor- 
tion to be of foreign origin as in 1850, and have ac- 
cordingly transferred as this proportion, 1,210 or 23.82 
per cent. of the whole number, to the 1,368 reported to 
have been born in Ireland, making the deaths of Irish 
origin 2,578 or 50.75 per cent., and those of foreign 
3,014 or 59.384 per cent., and those of American origin 
2,065 or 40.66 per cent. in 1849. ‘The number of Irish 
deaths was no doubt considerably increased by the pre- 
valence of the Cholera in 1849. 
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It is worthy of remark that, according to the forego- 
ing table, there was from 1849 to 1850, an increase of 
the proportion of deaths to the whole number, in every 
class of persons of American origin, which increase 
amounted to 5.15 per cent., while there was an equal de- 
crease in the proportion of deaths among the foreign 
population, of which 3.24 per cent. was among the Irish ; 
though many Americans left the city, and many foreign- 
ers arrived during these two years. ‘his seems to be 
explained by the fact that many of those who died of 
the Cholera in 1849, here numbered among the foreign 
deaths, were new comers just arrived, and who of course 
had not yet become a part of the proper population of 
Boston, though, registered among the deaths, and in- 
cluded in its bill of mortality. 

In 1849, there were 611 fatal cases of Cholera in 
Boston, a large majority of which appear to have been 
of foreigners, (City Doc. No. 66, p. 9, 1849,) though 
their precise number is not stated, nor the number 
among the immigrants just arrived. ‘The City Regis- 
trar,in his Report, dated January 24, 1850, remarks 
(City Doc. No. 4, pp. 10 and 11, 1850,) “ that besides 
the Cholera and diseases of the bowels, so fatal during 
the last summer and autumn, scarlet fever and some 
other diseases have prevailed extensively. Much of the 
unusual mortality is fully accounted for by the deplora- 
ble condition of emigrants from Europe, constantly ar- 
riving in a state of entire destitution and exhaustion,— 
fatally diseased themselves, and spreading sickness and 
death among their relatives and countrymen here. The 
Cholera found most of its victims among the foreign 
poor,—in the crowded neighborhoods of Ann, Broad, 
Sea, and Cove streets, and in similar situations. But for 
the timely and efficient action of the City Authorities 
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in removing the causes of sickness, there can be no 
doubt that the pestilence would have been much more 
fearful and destructive.” 

It will be seen by the foregoing table that in 1849, 
the whole number of deaths in Boston, was 1,412 more 
than in 1850, of which 385 were among the Americans, 
and 1,027 among the foreigners, of which last 836 were 
of Irish. It will be seen by the following table ( VIII.) 
that the number of deaths from the Cholera and kindred 
diseases, and from causes more likely to affect the foreign 
than the native population, was greater in 1849 than in 
1850, by 1,517, a greater number by 105 than the dif- 
ference in the two years. ‘These causes are not sup- 
posed to have operated exclusively on either class. We 
know that some Americans died of Cholera in 1849, 
and of others of these diseases ; but it seems obvious to 
us that these causes had a fatal effect upon a much 
larger number of the foreign population. Apart from 
these causes of death connected with the prevailing 
epidemic, the number of deaths in Boston was substan- 
tially the same in 1849, as in other years. 


ee 
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QUA B I Ej VDL 3: 
Deaths in Boston from 1846 to 1850, from certain Specified 


Causes. 

Causes. 1846 | 1847 | 1848] 1849 | 1850 | Total. || More in 1849 

than in 1850. 
Bowels, diseases of, - -| 251} 453) 375) 264) 141] 1,484 123 
Cholera, - - “a - - 611 1 612 610 
Cholera Morbus, - = 24 2 7) 47 7 87 40 
Diarrhea, : ~ . 30} 92) 32) 118) 48} 320 70 
Dysentery, - - ~ 52) 222) 278) 277) 136 965 141 
Drinking cold water, -| - 1 4{ 14 1 20 13 
Fever, waco - - =| 106} 59) 177) 817) 69) 728 248 
«" Typhus, - -| 133] 666} 258] 119] 61] 1,237 58 
Infantile je Diseaes, - -/ 198} 248} 277) 3828) 251] 1,302 77 
Measles, - - 150 15 16; 209 75 465 134 
Starvation on ship: -board, - - : 3) - 3 3 
944| 1,758] 1,424) 2.307| 790) 7,223 1,517 
From other causes, - - | 2,142) 2,095) 2,240) 2,772] 2,877) 12,126 105 


From all causes, - =} 3,086! 3,853! 3,664! 5,079) 3,667119,349 1,412 


The causes of deaths in these bills of mortality are 
not determined with scientific exactness; but they are 
‘sufficient for the general purposes of comparison in re- 
spect to the leading forms of fatal sickness and of death, 
to which the human race are subject. 

The forms of disease differ somewhat from year to 
year; and it will be found that the number of deaths 
under particular heads, will in like manner vary accord- 
ing to the greater or less prevalence of the common 
fatal diseases. When an alarming Epidemic prevails, 
as the Cholera, for example, it seems to absorb a por- 
tion of other diseases, at least much disease which, in 
other years, would be classified under other names, is 
ascribed to this. So that there is more uniformity in 
the amount of mortality in a large community, than 
may at first have been supposed. Apart from the Chol- 
era and diseases akin to it, and which are likely to be 
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mistaken for it,,or to run into it by reason of alarm, we 
find only 105 more deaths in Boston in 1850 than in 
1849. 

It will be seen by the table ( VII.) containing a state- 
ment of the Deaths in Boston in 1849 and 1850, that, 
while, in every class as arranged according to their 
origin, the mortality among the American population, 
seems to have been proportionally greater in 1850 
than in 1849, and less among the whole foreign popula- - 
tion, and particularly among the Irish population, we 
find there were in 1849, 279 more deaths of Bostonians ; 
82 more of those from other parts of Massachusetts ; 
11 more of those from other New England States ; and 
13 more of those from other States, making a total of 
385, a number which it is not reasonable to suppose is 
too large for the effects of the Epidemic and its kindred 
diseases for that year. Otherwise it would seem that 
the proportional mortality of the American population is 
on the increase. With respect to the foreign popula- 
tion, there were 836 fewer deaths among the Irish; 11 
among the Germans ; and 180 among the other foreign- 
ers, in 1850 than in 1849, making a total of 1,027; and 
in each of these classes the proportion to the whole 
number was less also, except the Germans among whom 
it was slightly greater. 

We find also that the proportion ef the deaths to the 
population in 1850, was (‘Table VII. last two columns, ) 
2.64 per cent. of the whole number; 3.13 per cent. of 
the foreigners, and 2.23 per cent. of the Americans. 
This last is considerably less than that of the foreign- 
ers, and is to be ascribed to the fact of the greater 
American population. In the cases of Rhode Island 
and Connecticut, the mortality, stated in the table, is un- 
usual, and seems to have been accidental, or the return 
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may have been imperfect. Among the foreign popula- 
tion who were less numerous than the American, and 
of whom more of their number died, it is obvious that 
the proportional mortality was greater in 1850, amount- 
ing to 3.29 per cent. among the Irish, a portion of whom 
were victims to the debilitating and fatal effects of a 
recent emigration ; and we infer that this is a general 
fact to be expected hereafter. But we are not to infer 
from this that the natwral increase of the foreigners is 
less than that of the native population, for this depends 
upon another element, namely, the number of births ; 
and a faithful comparison of these with the deaths will 
show the result, and what may be expected to be the 
general law relating to the two classes. For this pur- 
pose I have inserted in the next table (IX.), a statement 
of the number of Births and of Deaths in 1849 and 
1850, according to the classes of persons in Boston, con- 
sidered in respect to their origin, together with their 
Increase from excess of Births, or their Decrease from 
excess of Deaths. ‘Those born in “ other foreign coun- 
tries,” here include those born “at sea” and those 
whose birthplace was “ unknown.” 
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We find by the foregoing table that, in 1849, the 
deaths of the Americans exceed the births by the num- 
ber 179%, though there was an excess of births in all 
the American classes except the Bostonians properly so 
called, among whom the deaths exceeded the births by 
764. Among the Irish there was an excess of 19 
deaths, and an excess of births among the Germans and 
among those from all other foreign countries. ‘The re- 
sult of the year for the whole population was an excess 
of 48 deaths over the births. 

In 1850, the excess of deaths was among the Bos- 
tonians only, and the excess of births among the whole 
population was 1,559. ‘The result of the two years has 
been a Decrease of 1,233 Bostonians; of 96 of the 
whole New Englanders, and of 16%¢ of the Americans, 
while the Increase of the foreign population is repre- 
sented by the number 1,527, of which 1,002 were 
Irish, and that of the whole population has been 1,511, 
a number scarcely equal to two ship loads of emigrants, 
such as have arrived, and not half equal to the number 
that have arrived in a single day, at the port of New 
York. 

In 1849 and 1850, the American births were about 
equal to the American deaths, but the births among the 
foreign population were 6,528, exceeding by 1,527 
the 5,001 deaths, a large part of which last were among 
the new comers from foreign countries, especially in 
1849. We have seen that in 1849, there were 1,517 
more deaths in Boston by Cholera and kindred diseases, 
than in 1850. In 1849, 611 died of Cholera, more 
than two-thirds* in August, and a large portion of 
whom were foreigners just arrived. In 1850, 484 died 


* 412 of the 611 fatal Cholera cases were in August, (see City Registrar’s Re- 
port for 1849, p. 18.) 
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in the City Institutions at South Boston and at Deer 
Island. So that we may fairly conclude that nearly 
one thousand of these deaths in the two years, were of 
the new comers who were not among the proper inhab- 
itants of Boston, and, while the American births hardly 
equalled the deaths, the foreign births exceeded the 
deaths by about 2,500. That this number is not too 
ereat for the natural increase of the foreign population 
in Boston during these two years, I would observe, in 
addition to what I have already said of the deaths of 
new comers, included among the foreign deaths, that 
there arrived from on ship-board and by railroad about 
39,000 a year, which give an amount in the two years, ex- 
ceeding the foreign population, and equalling half of the 
whole population of Boston. I will also observe, that, of 
the 1,715 persons who appear by the Records of the Over- 
seers of the Poor, to have been sent to Deer Island in 
1849, 1,136 are there registered as having come into Mas- 
sachusetts in 1849, and of the 355 sent there in the first 
quarter of 1850, 213 came in 1849 and 1850. Ido 
not say that all who were sent to Deer Island died there ; 
but we are justified in supposing that when the two- 
thirds of the whole number were new comers, a large 
portion of the deaths there, were of new comers into 
Massachusetts and transient residents, and not properly 
inhabitants of Boston. 

In order further to show the inequality of the births 
and deaths among the several classes of the nhs 
I insert the ftl epi table X. 
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It will be seen that the proportions of the births and 
also of the deaths, among the several classes are remark- 
ably uniform in each of the years. ‘The increased pro- 
portion of the deaths among the Irish in 1850, is to be 
attributed to their increased proportion to the whole for- 
eign population, as is the decreased proportion among 
the Bostonians to their decreased proportion to the 
whole American population. 

But the proportions of the births, compared with 
those of the deaths, are very different ; the most remark- 
able feature of which is, that the proportion of the 
births among the Bostonians is less than one-half of that 
of the deaths of each year. ‘The small number of births 
among them is a most remarkable fact, and suggest the 
interesting inquiry which involves causes of complicated 
action and efficiency. 

It will be seen also, by examining the last column 
and comparing it with the others, that the proportions 
per cent. of the population are somewhat different from 
those of the births or of the deaths. 'The proportion of 
the Bostonians is greater than that of the deaths, show- 
ing that the mortality among them, was /ess than that 
among those from the rest of Massachusetts, and from 
other States out of New England, and greater than that 
among those from the other New England States. With 
respect to the foreign population, the proportion of the 
Irish was less than that of their deaths, indicating a 
greater mortality among them than in either of the — 
other foreign classes and especially of the Germans, 
among whom the mortality was the least of any class in 
Boston. | 

In the next table (XI.) I have presented a statement 
of the number and proportions of the several classes of 
inhabitants in Boston in 1850, and of their deaths in 
1849 and 1850, with a view to exhibit their respective 
mortality. 
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We perceive that the mortality of the Bostonians is 
less than that of all the other classes of Americans ex- 
cept of those from the contiguous States of New Eng- 
land; and in regard to this exception I apprehend that 
more exact data might show a different result. It is 
more than 25 per cent. less than the average of the 
whole population, and nearly fifty per cent. less than 
that of the Irish, among whom the mortality appears to 
be the greatest of any of the classes, though it should 
be remembered a portion of the deaths among them are 
of new comers, and is an incident to their great migra- 
tion from their native country to a land of strangers, 
and of their inevitable privations and hardships. 

The mortality of the Bostonians seems to be nearly 
50 per cent. greater than that of the Germans, who ap- 
pear to be most extraordinarily favored in this respect, 
if the data are correct, and fairly represent the average 
mortality among them, for the last two years. 

Now it appears that the mortality among the Irish 
was the greatest of any class, being over 4 per cent. per 
annum,—a result, which agrees with the commonly receiy- 
ed opinion, the proportion being nearly double that of the 
Bostonians. How is it then that the increase of the 
Irish, exclusive of immigration, that is, their natural in- 
crease or the excess of the births over the deaths among 
them in Boston, should be so much greater than that of 
the Bostonians? ‘This result, or what I call natural 
increase, depends upon the result of two elements, births — 
and deaths ; or rather it is the difference between the two. 
We shall see that the number of births among the Bos- 
tonians is also very much /ess than among the Irish. 
Hence the difference in the result, as will be seen by 
the following table, (XII.) which contains a statement 
of the proportions per cent. of the births and of the 
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deaths in 1849 and 1850, among the several classes of the 
population, and of their proportions for the two years. 
The comparison is made on the supposition that the 
population of Boston and the number of the several 
classes averaged the same during the two years, as they 
were found May 1, 1850. 
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By the last table we perceive that in the two years 
the births among the Bostonians were 2 per cent. or one 
in about 50 persons, while the deaths were 4.54 per cent. 
or 1 in 22 persons, showing an excess of 1,233 deaths 
in the two years. In respect to those who have come 
from the rest of Massachusetts, and from other States, 
the births were over 10 per cent., a proportion, not ma- 
terially different from that among the several classes of 
foreign population. But the proportion of the births 
among the whole American population was less than 
half that among the foreign population for the two 
years. 

As to the deaths, the proportion was the least among 
the Germans, and among the Bostonians considerably 
less than among the whole American population, though 
that of the Americans was nearly 40 per cent. less than 
that of the whole foreign population. 

It will be seen that the proportion of births of the 
Bostonians was less than that of the deaths in both years, 
while the reverse was the case among all the other 
classes, except among the Irish to a very small degree 
in 1849, which is more than accounted for by the mor- 
tality among the new comers of that year. This accu- 
mulation of deaths among the Bostonians, amounts to 
1,2337¢ in the two years, and exceeds the increase of all 
the other classes of the American population, and causes 
a reduction of the number of the whole American popu- 
lation in Boston, as the result of the two years ; conse- 
quently the whole increase of the population of Boston 
for the years 1849 and 1850, or the excess of the births 
over the deaths, has been wholly of those of recent foreign 
origin. 

I see not how this general conclusion in its essential 
features, respecting the Bostonians proper, the Ameri- 
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cans and the foreigners in Boston, can be avoided. IL 
do not mean that it is nwmerically exact: that is of no 
importance. ‘The greatest care was exercised in ascer- 
taining the number of deaths for the two years, and in 
preparing the State Census for May 1, 1850. ‘These 
serve as the basis of the calculation. 

We shall find that the indications derived from the 
Intentions of Marriage recorded in Boston in 1850, are 
in accordance with, and confirm, the results obtained 

by a consideration of the births and deaths, respecting 
- the increase of the several classes of the population. 
As that part of the Registrar's Report which relates to 
the intentions of marriage, is wanting in some of the 
items of the classification, we are unable to make so 
minute a comparison as could be wished. 
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It will be seen by the foregoing table that the pro- 
portion of intentions of marriage to the population in 
1850, was considerably less among the Americans than 
among the foreigners. ‘Thus, the number among the 
whole population was 1 to 54 persons; among the 
foreign population, 1 to 45; but among the American, 
1 to 65 only. Among the Irish it was 1 to 50, and 
among the Germans, | to 27. It would have been in- 
teresting to have had the means of determining the pro- 
portion among the several classes of the Americans in 
respect to their origin, and especially that among those 
properly of Boston, as compared with that among those 
from other parts of Massachusetts and from other States 
in the Union. 

It will be seen that the proportion of intentions of 
marriage among the Irish, though greater than that 
among the Americans, was considerably less than that 
among the rest of the foreigners. ‘This probably arises 
from the fact that there is a greater proportion of chil- 
dren among them than among the other classes; and 
moreover, very likely a larger proportion of the other 
foreign classes were single persons on their recent ar- 


* Notre. It may be observed that the number of intentions of marriage record- 
ed, was 90 more than that of the marriages recorded in Boston in 1850. Of the 
2.467 marriages, in 1,869 cases, both parties belonged to Boston; in 247, both par- 
lies were non-residents, and in 244, the females only were residents; and in 107, 
the males only, were residents. The sum of the 244 non-resident males and 107 
non resident females, is 351, and half is 175} to which last add 247, the number 
in which both parties were non-residents, and we have 5224, which deducted from 
2,557, we have 2,034} to represent the number of intentions of marriage among 
the residents of Boston in 1850. This number gives the proportion 1.46 per cent. 
or 1 to 68.21, which is somewhat less than that in the text for the whole popula- 
tion. But the Report does not specify the origin of the non-resident parties, and I 
have accordingly based the comparison in the text on the whole number of inten- 
tions of marriage, presuming that the comparative result will not be materially af- 
fected thereby, especially in respect to the relative proportions of the several classes 
in the text. The Report for 1849 specifies these particulars only from July 12th 
to December 31st. 
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rival, than among the whole body of the Irish popula- 
tion; and hence there would be a greater proportion 
of marriages among them than among either the Ameri- 
cans or Irish. It is worthy of attention that the pro- 
portion among all the foreigners, exclusive of the Inish, 
was more than double that among the Americans. 

It seems that marriages are more frequent among the 
foreigners in Boston than among the Americans, and 
probably more frequent among the immigrants who 
come from other parts of the United States, than among 
the Bostonians proper, in so far as they are consum- 
mated and recorded in Boston. 

It is probable that the Americans are more restrained 
from marriage by the artificial modes of living, and by 
the apprehended demands of married life, prevalent in 
our cities, than the foreigners among us, and that this 
cause operates with more force on the Bostonians proper 
than on the rest of the Americans. This is likely to be 
the case, though there are in the possession of the 
Americans, greater pecuniary means, than among the 
foreigners, and greater among the Bostonians than 
among the other Americans; for fashion and the pride 
of life are blind to the perception of what is necessary 
or convenient or truly respectable, and desire far out- 
strips ordinary means; and even education and refine- 
ment and honorable standing and employment often fail 
of the rational fruits of living, and operate to make 
people of both sexes over fastidious in what is rsputed 
to be neceseary, comfortable and respectable. | 

By inspecting the next table (XIV.) there will be 
seen the very small excess of the births over the inten- 
tions of marriage among the Americans—another strong 
indication of the greater increase of the foreign classes, 
than of the Americans in Boston in 1850. This excess 
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among the Americans is less than one-third of the pro- 
portion among the foreign population ; it is less than 1 
per cent. (.91) among them, while that of the foreign 
is more than (3.12) 3 per cent. Among the Irish this 
excess is still greater, namely, 3.23 per cent., while 
among the Germans, among whom there is the greatest 
proportion of intentions of marriage, it is only 1.91 
per cent., or about the mean. But it will be seen by 
Table IX. that there was an excess of births over deaths 
among the Germans in both 1849 and 1850. 


TABLE XIV. 


Containing a Statement of the Excess of Births over the 
Intentions of Marriage, compared with the Population 
in Boston in 1850. 


Excess of Births over Intentions of 
Marriage. 


Birthplaces of Parents and of Parties intending Number. Per cent. 1 to 
' Marriage. 
mnGouniing - f=  - + ll 2,669 | 1.92 52.00 
United States, - - - - - - 6864 91 109.71 
Foreign Countries, - - - - - 1,982} 3.12 32.01 
Ireland, - . - : - - - 1,714 3.23 30.87 
Foreign Countries, except Ireland, - : 2683 | 2.54 39.26 
Germany and Northern Europe,-  -~— - 51 1.91 52.27 
Other Foreign Countries, - - - : 2173 2.76 36.21 


The conclusion at which we have arrived by a com- 
parison of the births and deaths, that the natural increase 
of the foreign population in Boston, was greater than 
the American, and in fact that it constituted the whole 
increase in 1849 and 1850, is confirmed by the view we 
have taken of the intentions of marriage in 1850. This 
result will doubtless surprise many who will hardly 
think it possible. Is this result general? or is it acci- 
dental, and confined to these two years? ‘This must be 
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determined by registers accurately taken for a series of 
years. If it be general; how has it happened? What 
causes have been in operation to produce it? How is 
it to be accounted for? Can it be explained by what 
we know of the history of Boston, and by what we 
know of the state of things here 2 

The increase of the population and wealth in Boston 
has been rapid during the last 30 years. Much the 
largest portion of those who have been added to the 
population have come from foreign countries ; still a few 
have come from other parts of our own country. With 
this addition of population there has been a correspond- 
ing increase in manufacturing industry, in trade and in 
wealth. 

During this period an unusually large number of emi- 
grants from Europe, and especially from the United 
Kingdom, have come into the United States. Many of 
them have settled in Massachusetts, and especially in 
Boston and its vicinity, and have been at once the cause 
and the effect of the growth of Boston, Many large 
works have been undertaken in anticipation of trade, 
and at the same time stimulating it; and in which 
labor has been obtained at a cheap rate. 

This growth has not been confined to the city of Bos- 
ton, but has extended to the towns in the vicinity, and 
to various localities through the Commonwealth. 

The city is derived from the country. The inhabit- 
ants are attracted thither by the hope of employment, 
of trade, of pleasure or of support. Thither are brought 
the materials with which the edifices are reared, the 
wharves and sewers are constructed, and the streets coy- 
ered, the merchandise to be sold and distributed in all 
directions where it may be wanted by the people of the 
surrounding country; and whatever may be used in the 
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manufacturing arts, in which the skill and ingenuity of 
men are also attracted thither, and in which genius and 
invention are stimulated to higher attainments in the 
means of administering to the refinement and luxuries 
of mankind. 

Trade or commerce always is, or at least in a series 
of years, it always must be in favor of the city, though it 
may not materially exhaust the country of its abund- 
ance: otherwise a city must decline and be deserted. 
_ This result of trade is necessary to the actual subsist- 
ence of the inhabitants, and is implied in all the exer- 
tions made to attract commerce to a city, as by railroad 
or other facilitated means of conveyance, or by offering 
greater advantages for trade in one city than in another. 

As wealth is increased, and forms of luxury and en- 
joyment are multiplied, the occupations, habits and cus- 
toms of the people are changed ; the simpler modes of 
living yield to more expensive ones, which can be afford- 
ed, for any length of time, by a few only of the more 
successful, under the unequal results of trade; the 
amusements, provided at first as mere relaxations from 
toil, and recommended as at once moral, healthy and 
improving, are introduced, and are soon found, as all 
experience has shown, to be attended with dangerous 
temptations ; the condition of large numbers at length 
becomes one of poverty, ignorance, depression of spirit, 
sickness and crime; and there follows a great mortality 
among the people of cities. 

The deficiency created by this great mortality, is sup- 
plied by people who are continually emigrating from 
other places, and who bring with them simple habits 
and vigor of constitution, which, however, are apt to be 
changed before long, either by good fortune or by bad 
fortune ; and they and their descendants at length be. 
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come merged in the common mass of the citizens, 
with diminished equality as to condition, with habits 
changed and less favorable to health; and the conse- 
quence is, greater mortality and less average length of 
life. 

These remarks are applicable to cities, to and from 
which there is allowed a free migration, and in which 
there is any thing like industrial and social activity 
among the people. They are especially true where 
there is great activity and growth,—where all is bustle 
and activity, as in Boston, New York and other cities 
in the United States. 

While the City is supplied from abroad by a vigorous 
population, there are those who, in retiring from busi- 
ness, remove to the suburbs; and thus a portion of the 
old population is displaced, and their number is reduced. 
Besides, there are others, mostly young or in middle 
life, who are continually removing to distant places, 
with a view to business and a better support, or who 
traverse the earth in the chase of commerce and wealth, 
as is the case in commercial cities like Boston. Mean- 
time, many of those more advanced in life, perhaps less 
daring, or who may be kept from wandering by various 
circumstances, remain half dissatisfied, and end their 
days at home. | 

The most important fact derived from the compara- 
tive view given above, is the result that the whole in- 
crease of the population, arising from the excess of 
births over the deaths for the last two years, has been 
among the foreign population. Very few of this popu- 
lation were in Boston in 1820, and most of them have 
come since 1840. They are mostly of the laboring 
classes. The immigrants were mostly young and in 
middle life, and possessed of vigorous constitutions ; and, 
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though the mortality among them has been in greater 
proportion than among the Americans, yet in conse- 
quence of their greater natural increase, the additions 
from this source, have been greater than among the 
Americans. Being mostly engaged in the laboring em- 
ployments, and not possessing, and scarcely thinking of 
the luxuries of life, they are as yet saved from the more 
debilitating and fatal effects of mental anxiety and lux- 
urlous enjoyment,—causes which are more injurious to 
the continued vigor and increasing numbers of a people, 
than physical labor. 

We speak of the wealth of cities. It is true they 
have wealth ; but it is brought from abroad,—exhumed. 
from the earth or drawn from the depths of the sea. 
Art, labor and invention are congregated together to 
give an additional value to the natural wealth brought 
thither. ‘That which has a value among men, for use, 
luxury, fancy or improvement, is here accumulated ; 
and the representative of all values, there circulates 
with tenfold freedom, and in tenfold abundance to what 
it does in the country. In cities the minds of multi- 
tudes are brought together, and are stimulated to act 
in concert, and talent is developed in many ways and 
in various forms, more fully than among the scat- 
tered population of the country. People, and especially 
the young, are charmed with the appearances of the 
city, and are attracted to take up their residence there ; 
and out of the abundance of the good things brought 
there, they, in their inexperience, are unable to make a 
just discrimination, and mistake the evil for the good, 
and thus the use very easily slides into the abuse; en- 
joyment becomes excess; fashion predominates over 
good taste; habits of living are adopted with little 
thought of their being useful or detrimental to health 
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or life; and at length the tyranny of fashion becomes 
as rigid in its demands as any despotism on earth; when 
once established, it seeks a perpetual sway. 

Those who come from other places, bring with them 
no capital; they come with the view to make a better 
living, to gain a fortune, or to rise to distinction; they 
come only to gain; the success of one individual stimu- 
lates many others to pursue as the supreme good, the 
attainment of property ; the only idea of success in their 
vocabulary, is the acquisition of property ; these adven- 
turers press into business with a different zeal, and with 
different views, from what is done by the native popu- 
lation, who are very differently educated, and who are 
partly diverted by the attractions and amusements of a 
city life, afforded them by the possession of wealth, or 
restrained in their zeal by the influences of their early 
education, so that at length those from abroad gain the 
control of the business, and of the affairs of their adopt- 
ed city. Others fritter away their patrimony in obscuri- 
ty and inaction, or squander their inheritance in ease and 
luxurious enjoyment, till they become extinct, or seek to 
renovate their fortune and standing by removal to other 
places. Hence it is that so many in Boston, not na- 
tives, have been the leading men in business, and the 
most prominent men in the community. Hence large 
fortunes are accumulated by them, and are held for a 
generation or two, by their families, and then the very 
individuals, bearing their names, will perhaps cease to 
be found among the names of the citizens. Hence it is 
that in one generation, the burden of business, and the 
management of public affairs pass from one set of men 
to another ; and new names almost unheard of before, 
become prominent in the community. Of the leading 
men in Boston in 1776, very few of their descendants 
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are now numbered among its inhabitants. Of the prin- 
cipal merchants and public men even in 1820, where 
are they now prominent before the community? New 
men have appeared on the stage, to be succeeded by 
others in another generation; and these again to be 
succeeded by others. ‘The pride of life, and the satisfac- 
tions of honorable place, are but momentary; and in 
like manner they are to be hereafter possessed and en- 
joyed by others springing from other families, and per- 
haps from the most insignificant and ignoble. 
Those possessed of affluence have their wants admin- 
istered to by others, and thus pass a life of luxurious 
ease. Ordinary fare and ordinary modes of living, such 
as satisfy the wants of our nature, and give strength to 
the system, when acquired by toil, are loathed and 
despised. By the wonderful contrivances of art, com- 
merce places at their disposal the choice things of all 
climates. - Being far removed from the means by which 
the choice things they enjoy are manufactured or pro- 
cured, they fail to realize the toil which daily ministers 
to their luxuries. They separate themselves from the 
rest of mankind, and suppose themselves to belong to a 
nobler race. Other cares will grow up in their ideal 
state, and it is soon found that their sensibility is more 
acute, and that their wounded sensibility is more harm- 
ful to their peace and happiness, and to the human 
frame, than the ordinary fatigues of physical labor. 
The possession of wealth serves as an apology for 
inactivity and ease; as luxurious enjoyment can be 
commanded, mankind are prone to indulge ; the bounds 
of “ temperance in all things,” not being exactly defined 
or clearly seen, advantage is taken of inclination, and 
excess is certain to follow ; that excess, which is harmful 
to body and estate. Fashion and custom take the pref- 
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erence of that which is essential to health and life. But 
among the laboring classes who are mostly poor, or at 
least who can get little more than the necessaries of life, 
sleep is sweet after fatigue; no time is allowed them for 
the superfluities of life, and no means of hoping for the 
enjoyment of refined or fashionable luxuries; their 
minds are wholly occupied in the means of procuring 
for themselves and families, a subsistence in a homely 
way, which perhaps, after all, is more favorable to 
health, vigor and the preservation of their progeny, than 
all the appliances of the rich. ‘The mortality among 
them is greater, but there remain more monuments to 
represent them,—not on account of their wisdom, but 
rather on account of the restraints of their poverty,— 
than among those who are far more favored by fortune. 
In cities where luxuries and fashion prevail, and 
where the uncertainties are increased, of living in a 
style considered reputable, marriages are deferred, and 
many persons of both sexes enter that state at a late 
period, or continue through life unmarried. ‘This is 
true more with Bostonians and Americans generally, 
than with the laboring classes, who are mostly foreign- 
ers. ‘The consequence is, that these late marriages are 
attended with a less numerous, if not a less vigorous 
progeny. Fashion and luxury are unfavorable to a 
healthy offspring. Fashion, and a desire of amusement 
and ease, dictate the necessity, and wealth commands 
the means, of imposing the duty of rearing the offspring 
upon those who cannot feel a parent’s care for the ob- 
jects of their charge. ‘The passion for amusement and 
the fondness of display, create a proneness to avoid the 
responsibility, as well as to avoid the task of this charge. 
Lhe laboring classes are busied in gaining the necessa- 
ries rather than the superfluities of life, and less re- 
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strained from marriage by the apprehension of an ex- 
pensive, or the hope of a luxurious mode of life, they 
enter this state at an earlier period, and fewer of them 
remain single. ‘The care of providing for themselves is 
imposed upon them; and their natural affection is direct- 
ed to their offspring, without the means of imposing 
upon others the charge which naturally belongs to 
them. Their labor and care for themselves and their 
children, invigorate both, in the simple mode of life at 
which they aim, without suffering those corroding anx- 
ieties which are the fruits of fashion, and without the 
morbid sensibility which is the fruit of luxurious ease. 
In their humble way they obtain the necessaries of life, 
and have the satisfaction of being ignorant of the artifi- 
cial wants and vexations which torture and destroy 
others. 

Of those who resort to cities to better their condi- 
tion, but a very few succeed in obtaining wealth or 
other reputable distinction. Most of them meet with 
sharp trials amid the difficulties and temptations with 
which they are surrounded, and very soon sink down 
under the weight of care, labor and misfortune, and 
perish and are forgotten. ‘The stream continues flowing 
on to supply the waste, and by the abundance of the 
fiow, a multitude of the adventurers remain to do the 
labor, to fill up the places, and to give a direction to the 
affairs of the heterogeneous community. 

Many of those who were active and prominent thirty 
years ago, are now in their graves, and have given place 
to those who now have their day, and are to be follow- 
ed by others in endless succession. As we contemplate 
a populous community at epochs somewhat distant, and 
look beyond the surface, and go into an analysis of the 
particulars, we find that time changes families, their 
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condition and their modes of living; new families gain 
the ascendancy, introduce new customs, and busy them- 
selves in new employments, thus taking the lead in 
affairs for the time being. This change is especially to 
be seen in commercial cities, where from choice, busi- 
ness, or necessity, the people become migratory, where 
the succeeding generation is not descended from the 
preceding by natural affinity, but is gathered together 
promiscuously and apparently as if by accident, yet 
overruled by Providence, which leads individuals and 
communities on to their destination. 
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REPORT. 


To tue Hon. Mayor AnD Crry CouncIiL: 


Tue Revised City Ordinances require that “the City 
Registrar shall, in the month of January annually, 
report to the City Council, a statement of the number 
of Births, of Intentions of Marriage entered according 
to law, of Marriages solemnized, and of Deaths recorded 
during the previous year, with such other information 
and suggestions in relation thereto as he may deem 
useful.” ‘The following remarks and statistical tables 
are submitted in compliance with that requisition. 

‘As “useful information and suggestions” only are 
required by the government, theoretical speculations 
and too great an array of figures and fractional exten- 
sions founded on uncertain data, should be avoided. As 
the year 1850 closed the first half of the century, it may 
on this occasion be proper to present some additional 
tabular statements of vital statistics, especially relating 
to the last five years which have elapsed since the pre- 
paration of the elaborate and valuable Census Report, 
by Lemuel Shattuck, Esq. 

While a considerable improvement in the registration 
of the three great events of life may be fairly claimed, 
there is still too slight an appreciation of its importance, 
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and too many obstacles to be overcome, to carry out, as 
fully as may be desirable, the law on the subject, espe- 
cially in a large City, with an ever changing population. 

The older records in this office are regarded by anti- 
quarians and genealogists as of great value, and those 
of later date are often examined and found useful in 
reference to numerous questions, arising in the distribu- 
tion of estates, in the obtaining of pensions, and many 
other matters of private and public interest. 

It being impossible to give with accuracy the births 
and deaths in Wards, especially for the last year, during 
which a new division has been made, a tabular view is 
presented, relating to distinct and easily defined limits. 


For this purpose, all north of State, Court, and Cam-: 


bridge streets, forms the first district ; south of the same 
line and west of Washington street, the second; south 
of State and east of Washington street in the City 
proper, the third; South Boston, except the City Insti- 
tutions, the fourth, and East Boston and the Islands the 
Jifth district. 


BIRTHS. 

Five thousand two hundred and seventy-nine births are 
registered for the year 1850. A few children are includ- 
ed, who were born out of Boston, but the parents were 
found residing here when the canvass was made. On 
the other hand, doubtless a greater number have been 
born in Boston, whose parents removed from the City 
before the canvass. 

In this department, Mr. George reer has been the 
Assistant Registrar employed, and it is believed the 
service has been faithfully performed by him and his 
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assistants, and without serious annoyance to the citizens. 
The table of Births was prepared by him and will 
be found interesting, especially in regard to the origin 
of the present population of the City. 

On submitting his report, Mr. Adams remarks: 
“ The City was canvassed twice, to obtain the required 
information, and the result is an increase of about two 
hundred births over the year 1849, Your instructions 
have been strictly observed, and the result gives evidence 
_ that the work has been thoroughly done. ‘The tabular 
statement I present, is varied somewhat from that of 
last year, at your suggestion. Although this division 
may this year operate unfavorably in comparing the 
result by Wards with last year’s collections, yet I think 
the divisions now adopted, will ultimately prove best, as 
they may be permanent, and remain unaffected by future 
divisions made in the Wards of the City.” 

“JT am happy to state that in collecting the informa- 
tion this year, we have met with the ready and cordial 
co-operation of the citizens, and it is evident that the 
Registration of Births, is regarded with increasing 
favor, as the object and its benefits are better understood. 
Scarcely a case can be adduced where the information 
has been withheld, while numerous cases occurred, in 
which the canvassers were urged to record the Births of 
other and older children than they were required to 
take. ‘The usefulness of this Registration cannot be 
questioned ; two year’s experience in collecting the 
information, satisfies me the object meets with popular 
favor, and that the measure is a practicable one.” 

However unimportant the registration of births may 
be regarded by a portion of the community, as to its 
present utility, there can be no doubt that these records 
if correctly made and preserved, will be of great useful- 
ness in future years. 
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MARRIAGES. 


During the past year, 2557 Intentions of Marriage 
have been registered, one or both of the parties, in each 


case, being described as residing in Boston. ‘The 


number of marriages actually returned by officiating 
Clergymen and Magistrates and recorded, is 2467, which 
includes 247 cases, in which both parties were from 
other places, and whose intentions of course were not 
entered here, but in their respective towns and cities. 
_ The marriages recorded for 1850, are more than twice 
the number of any preceding year, although there has 
been no material increase in the number of Intentions 
of Marriage entered. It is thus seen that there has been 
a commendable improvement in making returns for 
registration by Clergymen and Magistrates. Many of 
those who solemnize marriages, make each return forth- 
with, and it often happens that an intention is entered, 
the marriage takes place, the return made and recorded 
all on the same day.~ Other Clergymen, in full compli- 
ance with law, return a month’s certificates, between the 
first and tenth of the following month. Every certifi- 
cate of intention issued, if read, reminds him who 
officiates at a marriage, of the law, and his duty in 
regard to the return. Still some have been tardy, and it 
is believed that a considerable number of marriages, 
even of last year, are not registered. Delinquents in 
this matter should understand not only that they are 
liable to a severe penalty for each neglect, but that 
innocent parties often suffer serious inconvenience from 
such omission. The records are often examined to 
prove marriages and legitimacy, for the benefit of 
widows and heirs. 
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The law of 1850 provides that “all persons intend- 
ing to be joined in marriage, shall cause notice of their 
intention to be entered before their marriage, in the 
office of the clerk, registrar or other officer, appointed 
for such purpose, of the city or town in which they 
may respectively dwell, (if within the State;) and if 
there be no such clerk in the place of their residence 
the like entry shall be made with the clerk of an 
adjoining town.” And the law further provides that 
clerks shall give a certificate to be delivered to the 
’ officiating Minister or Magistrate, before he shall proceed 
to solemnize the marriage. The Legislature, doubtless 
intended this law to apply only to persons residing in 
this State, not -to provide facilities for the people of 
other States, to evade their own laws. An impression 
seems to have gone abroad, that a marriage certificate or 
licence may be obtained of clerks for fifty cents, and 
that parties, wherever they may belong, may immediately 
be married. Hence the annoyance of very frequent 
applications for certificates by persons from other 
States. No certificates of mtentions of marriage are 
issued from this office, unless one or both parties 
are described as dwelling here. 

A full index of the names of parties entering Inten- 
tions of Marriage, as well as of parties actually married 
is now kept in a convenient form, and is found of great 
utility. Before July 1849, female parties were never 
indexed, and attempts to find any given name, unless 
the date can be nearly stated, are laborious and discour- 
aging. 

From 1751 to 1761, we have no records of Boston 
marriages, and from the latter period to 1850, it is 
probable that only about one half are on record. In 
cases where the record of a marriage cannot be found, 
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partial evidence of the fact may be obtained from the 
entry of intention for publishment. ‘There are eighteen 
volumes in this office, forming a complete series of 
intentions entered from the year 1707 to July 1849. 
These records are of great value and would be much 
more available were the names indexed. ‘To illustrate 
the convenience of indexes, a single fact among many, 
may be briefly stated. In the distribution of an estate, 
it was necessary to ascertain whether a certain female 
was living, or if dead, had left issue. She was known 
to have resided in Boston in 1820, and rumor said she 
married here between that time and 1830. In order to 
obtain a clue to the facts in the case, the names of parties 
to marriage were examined for ten years ; nearly adays’ 
labor. With good indexes, the question might have 
been answered in a few minutes. The expediency of 
incurring a moderate expense to procure indexes, at 
least for thirty or fifty years past, is respectfully sug- 
gested to the government. 

The laws of the Commonwealth in regard to mar- 
riages, owing perhaps somewhat to obscurity in the 
several enactments and modifications, seem not to be 
well understood by all who solemnize the rite. When 
the male party to a marriage resides in one town 
or city, and the female in another, the intention should 
be entered, and a certificate obtained in each. Many 
such are married, the entry of intention having been 
made in only one place. Clergymen may perform the 
marriage ceremony, the intention having been duly 
entered, either in the places where they reside or. where 
one or both parties reside; but a Suffolk Clergyman has 
no legal authority to marry in Berkshire, parties belong- 
ing in Suffolk or Worcéster. Justices of the Peace, 
(except Justices throughout the Commonwealth,) can 
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only marry in the Counties for which they are commis- 
sioned, and where one of the parties at least is a 
resident of the same county. ‘This restriction is not 
always regarded. Clergymen from other States, occa- 
sionally perform the rite in this State. They are not 
authorized so to do. In a few instances, marriage 
returns have been made by persons who are unknown 
in this community, either as Clergymen or Magistrates. 

The new marriage law dispensing with the fourteen 

days publishment formerly required, is regarded as 
- objectionable by some, and as tending to increase hasty 
and improper marriages. ‘That there has already been 
some abuses, and that there may be many, is probable. 

Parties disposed to enter rashly and foolishly into 
matrimonial alliances may do so under this law, and 
there is no remedy. But under the old system, such 
parties had only to proceed to Providence, or Nashua, to 
find Clergymen ready to perform the ceremony, and 
return in a few hours married, despite the opposition of 
parents or others interested. Respectable people rather 
than have their intention of marriage posted for weeks, 
and perhaps published in newspapers, in great numbers, 
were leaving the State, to accomplish their nuptials 
among strangers. In a short time it is difficult if not 
impossible to prove these marriages, and the parties, or 
their offspring, are liable to be put to great inconven- 
lence. 

Persons who have thoughtlessly srantteietel such mar- 
riages, would do well to secure the evidence in a per- 
manent form, if it now exists, for the benefit of whom it 
may hereafter deeply concern. 
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DEATHS. 


The whole number of Deaths, registered as having 
occurred in the City, including those who died at Deer 
Island, is 3,667, being about 1400 less than in 1849, 
and less in proportion to population, than in the two 
preceding years. A kind Providence has mercifully 
preserved the community from pestilential scourges; 
- the only epidemic that has prevailed with severity last 
year, being Small Pox, which caused 192 deaths. 

It is thus seen, that Boston still maintains its satis- 
factory sanitary reputation. In every part of the City, 
where the dwellings are fit for human habitation, 
tolerably ventilated and drained, and where the popu- 
lation live with decent regard to health, human life may 
be considered as secure asin any populous town. But 
there are localities where health and safety cannot 
be expected. In some sections where almost the whole 
eround is covered with buildings, without proper drains 
and out houses, dwellings crowded from cellar to attic 
with human beings, living in filth and are constantly 
inhaling a pestilential atmosphere, it is not surprising 
that sickness and deaths are frequent. ‘The record of 
“places of death,” in this office, gives the names of these 
localities. They are well described in the Report on 
the Cholera in 1849. 

In regard to the causes of death, the record and 
tables are made up from the best information to be 
obtained under the present system of proceeding. 
Funeral Undertakers, and persons who apply for per- 
mission to remove the dead from the City, make the 
reports to this office from information generally derived 
from attending physicians. The reports are therefore 
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second-hand, and not always accurate. In many 
instances, the deceased were not attended by Physicians, 
or any deserving the name. While our City is well 
supplied with educated, respectable and skilful physi- 
cians, it is deplorably true, that many families prefer to 
employ impudent pretenders to the healing art, perhaps 
men who yery recently flourished the curry-comb, 
or graced a pedler’s cart, and who are as ignorant 
of physiology as they are of astronomy. From such 
practitioners, we expect to have reports of deaths by 
’ strange complications of diseases and of absurd names 
found in no scientific nomenclature. 

It is true, as will be seen by one of the tables 
appended, that the mortality in Boston, shown by the 
records for five years past, has been greater in propor- 
tion to population than formerly. But we may easily 
account for this increase. ‘The years 1847 and 1849, 
were remarkable for mortality; the former by ship fever 
and dysentery, introduced by the starving immigrants, 
and the latter by the sad visitation of Cholera and kin- 
dred diseases. ‘The increased mortality has been among 
foreigners, and especially the children of foreigners. 

By an analysis of the ages of more than two thou- 
sand who died in 1850, taken from all the seasons 
of the year, it is found that the average period of 
human life in Boston, is less than twenty-one years; 
that those of American origin, average over twenty-five 
years, while those of Foreign origin average scarcely 
seventeen years. ‘he great proportion of infants of 
foreign parentage, that live only a few days or weeks, 
is the principal explanation of the difference. 

In relation to the greater mortality, and the shortness 
of life in this City, as compared with the country, there 
are several important circumstances that should be 
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borne in mind. Most of the business of the City, com- 
mercial and industrial, is performed by men in the 
prime of life, very many of whom in middle or 
advanced age, retire to the suburban cities and villages, 
and more remote rural retreats, giving place to younger 
recruits from abroad. The fame of Boston for its 
Hospitals, its curative means and its philanthropy 
attracts numbers affected by chronic and incurable mala- 
dies to our City, and their names soon find a place 
in our mortality list, instead of being registered at their 
proper homes, Of the 525 that died last year in the 
City Institution, and the Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital, by far the greater part belonged abroad, or had 
resided here only a short time. And as before remark- 
ed, it is by including in our tables the foreign popula- 
tion, that an unfavorable aspect is given to the vital 
statistics of Boston. 


INTERMENTS. 


A statement accompanies this report showing the 
Interments of the last year. ‘The remains of the dead 
have been deposited and removed as follows. In the 
several Cemeteries in the City proper, 821; many of 
these have already been, or soon will be removed to 
rural Cemeteries. In South Boston Cemeteries, exclu- 
sive of the City Institutions, 172. In East Boston, Ceme- 
teries 306. In Tombs at the House of Industry 198, 
and two at the House of Correction. In tombs and 
graves on Deer Island, 163. Removed from the City, 
including considerable numbers to other States, 2005. 

It now seems probable from the increased interest 
taken in providing rural Cemeteries, and the indisposi-. 
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tion to continue burials in the City proper, that little is 
to be feared from intramural interments. An enlight- 
ened public sentiment on this subject, it may be hoped 
will save the City from such evils as have been experi- 
enced in other places. 

The old Burying Grounds in the City proper, being 
under the control of the Mayor and Aldermen, the tombs 
mostly private property, are generally, it is believed, 
kept in satisfactory condition. Religious Societies 
having Cemeteries wnder their places of worship, it may 


~ be reasonably expected will be careful to prevent any 


improper use of them. And it is believed no such 
Cemeteries will again be constructed. The Hawes 
Burial Ground at South Boston, given for the inhabi- 
tants of that section of the City and managed by 
certain Trustees ; the Roman Catholic ground at South 
Boston, owned as it is understood, by a great number of 
proprietors of single graves,—and the Hull street Cem- 
etery owned in part by an Association, and partly by 
tomb proprietors, are not in a satisfactory condition. 
Practically, the government of the City has little con- 
trol over them. ‘The gates and fences are out of repair, 
and in summer the rank vegetable growth receives little 
orno care. The condition of these Cemeteries reflects — 
no credit on those who claim the ownership of the 
premises. 
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REMARKS. 


Public records, especially of names, would be much 
more correct were there more attention paid to legible 
chirography. ‘Those who prepare memoranda and returns 
for recording officers should take especial care to write 
plainly. Professional men who write with great rapid- 
ity and little care, are often faulty in this matter. Such 
names as Peirce, Pierce, Prince and Prime, may be so 
written, that a copyist will be as likely to take one as 
another in transcribing, and thus important records are 
often made erroneous. 

In regard to the ages of parties to marriage, and of 
the dead, our registration is doubtless quite imperfect. 
A numerous class do not know their ages. Many for- 
elgners seem altogether at a loss to guess even at 
decades of years. Hence the great numbers set down 
as 80, 40, and 50. 

In 1845, a Census of the City was taken under the 
direction and supervision of Lemuel Shattuck, Esq., 
which with a valuable mass of statistics, was published 
and is found convenient, in relation to the past history 
of Boston. Some of the tables annexed, are in contin- 
uation of Mr. Shattuck’s tables, relating to vital 
statistics. 

In 1845, the population of Boston consisted of 


Americans and their Children, - - - TI,077 
Foreigners and their Children, - : - 317,289 
Total, - - - - - 114,366 


In 1850, according to the Census taken in May, for 
State and City purposes, the population consisted of 


: 
, 
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Americans and their Children, - - - 75,3822 
Foreigners and their Children, - - - 683,466 
Total, - : - : - 138,788 


It is thus seen that there has been in five years, an 
actual diminution of 1755 in the American, and an in- 
crease of 26,177 in the foreign population. It re- 
quires but little observation to account for these impor- 
tant changes. ‘The multiplied facilities for rapid travel- 
ling have made it practicable and convenient for the 
~ business men of Boston Tro LIVE ovT oF Town, and thou- 
sands of them have within a few years established their 
family residences near the various railroad stations and 
omnibus routes within ten or fifteen miles. Their ware- 
houses, stores, shops, and employees, remain in the 
City. Our native population has been also considera- 
bly affected by the numbers who have left seeking 
a golden harvest in California. | 

It is within the last five years, that the tide of emi- 
gration from Europe has set strongly to Boston. Pre- 
viously we received directly a much smaller proportion, 
of a less emigration, While the greater part of the 
emigrants landing in Boston, proceed directly to the 
interior of New England, or the Western States, many 
remain including generally the most undesirable portion. 
The surrender of considerable sections of the City, 
formerly occupied by a cleanly and healthy population, 
mostly living one family in a dwelling, to another class, 
who crowd the premises from cellar to garret, and live 
without much regard to cleanliness, is giving to such 
sections an unfavorable character. In these localities, 
the almoners of public and private charity, the dispen- 
sary physicians and funeral undertakers, find much em- 
ployment. 
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As the last year belonged to the first half of the cen- 
tury, it has been deemed best to continue the old vocab- 
ulary of causes of death in the tables presented here- 
with. It may be desirable to adopt for the future, the 
names and classification of diseases as set forth in the 
State Reports, and recommended in the Report of the 
Commissioners on a Sanitary Survey of the Common- 
wealth. But it may be apprehended that no nomencla- 
ture and classification that can be proposed will receive 
the approbation of all physicians, and that there must 
continue to be a want of uniformity in stating the causes 
of death. 

In compliance with the State law, copies of the 
record of births, marriages, and deaths, have been. pre- 
pared and deposited in the Office of the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth. ‘These copies are made from 690 
pages of records, equal to about 1400 pages of letter 
size. 

The tables and statements annexed relate to the 
Births; Intentions of Marriage entered; deaths and 
ages ; causes of deaths; deaths each day: interments and 
removals of the dead; population, births and deaths in 
different sections of the City, m 1850; population, births, 
marriages and deaths, 1841 to 1850; occupations and 
ages, 1850; causes of death 1846 to 1850; classification 
of causes of death, 1846 to 1850; birth places of the 
dead of 1850, and monthly statement of births, marria- 
ges and deaths in 1850. 

Respectfully submitted, 


ARTEMAS SIMONDS. 
City Registrar's Office, January 30th, 1851. 
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I. Brrrus registered in Boston, in the Year 1850. 


Divisions. 


Birth Places of | & E Fists | 5 78/505 SisSi|st sk | 8 

Parents. 2i\Ssisizisleglelizglselitglelei4i¢4 

3 S i 3 iS) as/OPeslcieLek so S 

Sia IeliSalae ls is lisialis=iali=ia | = 

le ERE a ciate sai tll RIAD iets feelin! patel] POREN Read Sel 
Boston - - - -} 143) 151}137/173 98) 115] 45) 59] 32) 36] 1 1] 456) 535 
Massachusetts (ex- : 
cept Boston - -}| 155 1581i64/142] 104) 98] 51 45] 53) 58) 6] - 533) 501 
Maine - = - -f 101} 139] 73| 92 7| 79) 31| SO] 39| 487 5 306| 393 
New Hampshire -| 109) 66] 71) 54 58) 42 29| 35] 29) SOF 1) - | 297) 297 
Vermont - - -| 27) 18] 22) 15] 13] 16) 7| 4111) gf -| - 80| 56 
Rhode Island - - 2}. 21 3} 2 1 Si 3) 51.2) of 1] - 12} 14 
Connecticut’ - - 4 6 6| 1 6 3 | ] 3) 49 -] - 20 15 
Middle States- - 27| 264 18) 32 19} 25 S} 5toli) 7h, 3b e 86 95 
Southern States - 9 41 1l1| 18 9 3 1] - 2) - Like 33 20 
Western States - 8 Si. - ii. - | Pe es a ee 3 4 
British Provinces 39| 53] 19) 29% 43) 471 15) 16] 28] 208 7/)10] 151) 175 
England = een op) 89h 37) 26 53) 419 14) 18] 16] 151 3] 3] 158] 137 
Treland - - - -] 861) 8861261 .259}1151/11631244 2531152 156] 65 | 75 12734) 2792 
Scotland - = -| 10} 97 7| 10] 18| 8f13! 71 3] 41 2! 1] 53] 39 
Germany nt gfe 17 14 82| 76] 38! 29 7| 45:16) 167 1] 1] 161} 140 
France - - - - 7 gi ..8|---6 1 Bi 41 - We 2d} Sli--18 
Other Countries - 28 7116) 9 10 5 ara | | | an a (lie «92 54. 
Unknown - - -| 22) 164 14) 10] 15) 13f 3) 2] 6] 5] -| - 60} 46 
1599/1599§949/949}1694/16949481|4811407/4071 96 | 96 [5226/5226 
RECAPITULATION. 

New England States, United States,except New England. Foreign Countries. 

Fathers, 1704 Fathers, 122 — Fathers, 3340 

Mothers, 1741 Mothers, 119 ‘Mothers, 3320 
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II. Abstract of Marriaces intended, entered on the 
Records of the City of Boston, from January Ist, to 
December 31st, 1850. 


. | 1s! &le |: eee 
B/2/2/2/elalsisisle 
EISI\Ela|Pi8/Sis|sie 
CouNTRIES. |S 3 S12 bo lane Pm 
si|sisg a/,{|a{a}e g 4 
$|/S3 ile /8/EBl\E(|S1E8/8/8l|8le 
SIE EISISE/BlSISielele 
a) | Rae) e/a |e |e |R lO 
United States, - - |Male 1160) - 971|162} 22) 5] 14/486/370/192) 62) 36 
Female} - /1153)1049)100) 3) 1/239)545/215|108) 40; 6 
England, - - - - |Male 95) - 74, 19} 2] -| 38] 28) 36; 19) 4) 5& 
Female}; - 56} 50] 6) - | - | 11) 22) 14, 7 Q = 
Ireland, - - - = |Male 999; + | 863/133) 3) - | 14\897|358/180| 40} 10 
Female} - |1099| 998/100) 1) - |135)545)284/117| 18) - 
Scotland, - - - - |Male 39/ = 31} 8 -| - 1; 10) 18} 8 1) 1 
Female| - 28) 25)° 2° 1) = (a ae ee 
Germany and North- 
ern Europe, - - |Male 114; - | 104) 8 1] 1| - | 27) 52) 28) 5) 2 
Female| - 85} 80] 5} - | - | 18) 41; 21) 8 T tL 
France and Italy, - |Male 35| - 31} 4, -| -; 7 18} 8 I) Ys 
Female| - 9) Vi 2 =) =| 4) Spa ee 
British Provinces, Male 115) - | 105) 10) -| -| 2) 47| 43) 19)° gi 
Female; - | 127| 123) 4] - | -.| 28} 65) 26) 8] -| - 
2557 


The Marriages recorded for the year, number 2467. 


In 1869 cases, both parties are described as belonging to Boston. 

Bt Mage peat do. do. as non-residents. 

In 244 ‘“ the Female a resident, the Male a non-resident. 

In 107 “ _ the Male a resident, the Female a non-resident. 

Twenty-three hundred and ninety-nine of these Marriages have been solemn- 
ized by more than 150 Clergymen, of all the various sects; one having returned 
165, another 149, three others over 100 each, while the great majority have 
only certified to, from 1 to 20 each, Sixty-eight have been returned by 15 
Magistrates. 
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IV. Diseases and Causes of Death in Boston, in 1850. 


<% ty 2 2 
DISEASES. eS je er Bi Me 2 FISiealeseia 
gulB + 2 -|elw| é| 4) &| 2) Sa eae 
= ae I =, | 3 = | 5 x) S o C5) i) 
Sle lalst+ lai |/A|alnal|o;a4/s/Ale 
Accidental, 4}e1 hb 4--°29 221.5 ) 6) 8 | Se eee 
Abscess, 1 0 1 ] 2 1 1 1 0) 8 1 0 9 
Apoplexy, Be i Raha «98 Pa | Ir) .3|. 4. 5) 2B fee eee 
Anemia, OL Gk ee ad 1 ) 1 0} O 1 1] 0 4 
Asthma, Oat GO 12.59 bp of) 1 0} Of 0) 0) Se 225 1 
Bronchitis, iS 38 O13 1 1 1 0} Of D} higa wg 
Burns and Scalds, 3; 38/] 4 1 07 2 Pee i i ek, | Se ae 1 2 20 
Bowels. disease of, 3; 1 1 3) 2] 4] 91959) 44) OF 56 1 | 141 
** inflammationof,| 2 6 9 8|10| 9 2 5 2} a4 21-4 2 
Bladder, disease of, Oro) D041). 0} 0] O08 Oe eee 1 
Brain, ° 7 2 5 5 5 7 1 6 4 4 2 2 |-°2 45 
_ “ inflammation of, 4 7 4 0 3 8 1 2 1 3 0 3 31 
“ congestion of, Opel ae 2 oe ee he it O4- 16 
Consumption, 50 | 37 | 43 | 54 | 50 | 38 | 44 | 43 | 57 | 55 | 51 | 64 | 586 
Convulsions, 8/13 ]11]/ 5] 8 | 10] 16 | 13 (915) fOsae fer peo 
Croup, 1499 1 8) 217 648 ee 1 5.) 164 1847 87 
Cancer, ay Oy ee ee ] 3 1 1 3 1 5| 0; 29 
Chorea, 0)..0}] O} 01.0) 0} TO) 8 1 
Cholera, 0; 0| 0|°0| 0| T\°0| Ov OF te eee 
af infantum, L.| OO} O4 O-} Oj6 2] 6.) 12 7 130 See 
A morbus, ee rete es eet a ae Oe a a | 2-;° 2) 13 Ga 7 
Canker, Oy stave 2} 2/|°'6| 5) 64° 65) Se eee 
Chicken pox, 0; O}} 1] 0] 0|-0| 0 | 019 0°) Soe 1 
Cyanosis, 1; O/,.0). 0) 0|.0) 0}> 0. © } See 1 
Child-birth, 21 47°87 °5 | 41° 2) 4c 6 i 8) er 
Cramp, Oo; O| 1] O| 14.0) (019 Of 07 eee eee 2 
Diarrhea, Rigs Hegel 24 2 | 1 3} 138)13] 8 1 1 48 
_ Dysentery, 6:| 38] 8] 17°84" EL] 20.| 41 135 | Tae oe 
Debility, 3 3 2 0 2 2 2 2 2 0 0 AL 22 : 
Diseases unknown, 64-381 6 1 4 4 1 40) 131" 2 Tee ee 1 4| 48 
Dropsy, | 6] 5]. 2) °6490 | |2°|.19 | 5 ee 
+> ol eprain, 9 1°13:| 13 | 20) 16] 10] 11 | 16 |. 9 | 16 | vee 
Drowned, 1 2 1 1 6 3 3 2 3 1 0 0 23 
Delirium tremens, Zi - 24. OS 2 7 ey tO) ae 1 4) 1 0 12 
Drinking cold water, 0° 0°). 147.07} 04.0% 0 |) OD eee 1 
Diabetes, Dh on he te od rte hte 0| 0 2205 ie 
Epilepsy, On O-6 0 1 O%"0") 70" (0°) 40 |) 1) Osea 2 
Executed, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Erysipelas, 95) 8910 [POP 981 75) (24 1 la ee eee 
Exhaustion, 21.0) 1) -1.4--8.).. 1).50:)0. 10 toh iG 
Fever, LA 335)% Gi bl Oa}. 32 1 4] 8 1 1 16 
«typhus, 5| 51 21 6110| 81 11| $| 5} Teese 
“ typhoid, Bid Fee Qe ty By eQel voBa LES: pi AS a i a) ee 
“ scarlet, LO eu 7 8] 8 7 1 1 3 7 6 69 
Ey ocinng, 22 | 14) 28) 21/12/} 8] 6] 4] 5| 8 | 13 | 24) 165 
“puerperal, 4-[odilio 4} Of Ot Of O} 00%) 1 | 1) 2 eee 
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Diseases and Causes of Death in Boston, in 1850. 
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Showing the Deaths in Boston, on each day of the Year, 
1850, as reported by Funeral Undertakers and others. 
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VI. Statement of Interments, and Removals of the 


Dead, 1850. 
South Burial Ground, - - ° : F 
Copps Hill Burial Ground, - “ = f 
Hull Street Cemetery, - . oti elie: 
Granary Burial Ground, - - . ‘ 
Chapel sc he Oe - . _ : 
Central a“ ¢ - 2 J ‘ 
Be beame Cemetery, - - - - = 
Trinity Church Cemetery, - - = + 
Park Street Church Cemetery, = - at = 
Christ Church “ “ = n 
Hawes Ground, South Boston, - “ F 
Union bd “6 - ° a “ 


St. Matthews Cemetery, South Boston, - - 
Roman Catholic Burial Ground, South Boston, 


East Boston * e - - - 
Israelitish ss se East Boston, 

Deer Island e * - - - 
House of Industry, Tombs, South Boston, - 
House of Correction, “ «“ «“ a 


Removed from City, viz. 
To Mount Auburn, - - - - 
“ Forest Hills, - - - - 
“ Other Cities, Towns and Sistas - 


375 
135 
35 
59 
85 
104 
31 


— 821 


— 841 


3667 


— 
—_——— 


The above relates to original interments, many of which are only 
temporary, several hundreds of the dead, during the year, having 


been disinterred and removed to rural cemeteries. 


On the other 


hand, the remains of 112 persons who died out of the City, have been 


interred here in family vaults. 
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VII. Porunation, Brrrus anp Deratus, in several 
sections of the City, 1850. 


EDistrict. Population. | Births. | Deaths. 


No. 1. | Part North of State, Court, and Cam- 
bridge Streets, - - ~ -| 42,488 |1618| 982 


2. | Part West of Washington, South of 
Court and Cambridge Streets, -| 88,668 | 952) 696 


3. | Part East of Washington, South of 
State Street, - - - -| 89,522 |1716- 959 


4, | South Boston, except City Institutions, | 13,309 | 487/ 281 


5. | East Boston and Islands, - . - 9,851 | 408} 224 

City institutions at South Boston and 
Deer Island, - - - - : 98} 454 
Massachusetts General Hospital, - ; ; 71 
Total, - | 188,788 5279 3667 


VIII Summary Statement of Brrrus, Marriages AND 
Deratus, in Boston, recorded for ten years, ending De- 
cember 31, 1850, compiled from Mr. Shattuck’s Census 
of 1845, for the first five, and from the Records the last 


five years. 


Deaths. Proportion to 
Population. 


Births (Intention of| Marriages Total, 
Years.|Population.| recorded. Roe recorded.| Males. | Females.| Deaths. |One in|In 100. 
entered. 


re 


1841] 90,874 55 | 1587 909 927 | 856 |1783]| 50 | 1.96 
1842) 96,747 22 | 1729 912 | 1147 | 1113 | 2260} 42 | 2.33 
1843/102,620 26 | 1810 904 | 986 | 1022 | 2008} 51 |1.95 
1844/108,943 15 | 1987 | 1029 | 1015 | 1089 | 2054) 52 |1.89 
1845/}114,566 8 | 2851 | 1078 | 1181 | 1158 | 2340} 48 | 2.04 
1846]119,208 26 | 22385 966 | 1614 +1472 | 8086} 39 | 2.59 
1847}124,099 32 | 2247 836 | 2077 | 1776 | 8853) 32 | 3.10 
1848]128,976 23 |} 2554 | 821 | 1915 | 1749 | 3664] 85 | 2.84 
1849/133,892 | 5081 | 2287 | 1167 | 2604 | 2475 |5079| 26 | 38.79 
1850/138,788 | 5279 | 2557 | 2467 | 1887 | 1780 | 8667| 88 | 2.64 
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IX. Statement showing the aggregate and average ages 
of 503 men who died in 1850, and whose LeTGLeaaas 
and occupations were ascertained. 


No. Profession or Occupation. Aggregate Ages. Ages ranging from Average Ages. 
181 Laborers, - - 7019 19 to 87 years. 38.77 years. 
66 Mariners, - = 2519 18 to80 « 38.16 « 
30 Carpenters, - 1492 22to 87 « 49.73 « 
20 Clerks, - - 700 15 to 67 « 35. a 
23 Merchants, - 1191 25to 86 « 51.78 « 
18 Traders, - . 930 2Zito91. « 51.66 *« 
11 Tailors, - - 395 21to62 « 385.91 
10 Shoemakers, - 499 22to78 « , 49.90 « 
16 Teamsters, - 610 19 ta 69 « 38.12 « 
10 Blacksmiths, - 362 20 to 66 « 86.20 “ 
8 Farmers, - - 499 87 to77 62.37 « 

Gentlemen, - 490 83 to71l « 55.54 « 

8 Masons, - - 442 22to76 55.25 
4 Clergymen, - 258 42to80 « 64.50 « 
5 Coopers, - - 222 29to6l1 * 44.20 « 
4 Butchers, - 141 19to50 « 85.25 « 
3 Barbers, - - 130 32 to 52 « 43.383 “& 
5 Painters, - 242 35 to 82 « 48.40 « 
8 Cabinetmakers, - 134 386to60 * 44.66 « 
5 Frinters, - - 181 23 to 60 « $6.20 « 
38 Physicians - 126 26tod3 & 42. «é 
8 Musicians, - 128 30 to 66 42.66 <“ 
3 Sextons, - - 170 46to74 * 56.66 “ 
4 Riggers, - - 162 25tod58 « 40.50 « 

51 Of various occu- 

pations, - - 2144 26to85 « 42. « 


503 21186 42.13,.5 08 
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X. Diseases and causes of Death in Boston, from 1846 
to 1851, inclusive. . 


1846. 1847. 1848. 1849. 1850. Total. 


Abscess, 7 -O 6 5 9 32 
Accidental, 39 52 68 64 36 259 
Apoplexy, 22 25 20 22 27 116 
Asthma, 1 7 0 3 1 12 
Anemia, 0 0 0 2 4. 6 
Aneurism, 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Bronchitis, 7 7 9 6 12 41 
Burns and Scalds, i4 9 5 15 20 63 
Bowels, disease of, 251 453 3875 264 141 #421484 
“inflammation of, 08 ol 37 03 62 261 
Bladder, disease of, 0 0 2 2 1 5) 
Bones, &§ 25 0 1 3 1 0 3 
Brain, és $c 11 18 32 50 45 156 
« congestion of, 0 0 0 25 15 40 

“ inflammation of, 24 16 7 15 31 93 
Consumption, 485 544 579 644 586 28388 
Convulsions, 68 64 114 86 129 461 
Croup, 72s fODSD AI 72 87 449° 
Cancer, 19 13 22 18 29 101 
Cholera, 0 0 O- 3614 1 612 
“6 morbus, 24. 2 7 47 7 87 

“ infantum, 108. ~ 2824 59 60 36 286 
Chorea, 0 0 1 0 1 2 
Canker, 19 28 35 30 36 148 
Cyanosis, 0 0 0 4. 1 Oo 
Colic, 2 4 0 0 0 6 
Child-bed diseases, 42 36 61 72 56 267 
Cramp, 0 2 2 3 .Agon 9 
Chicken-pox, 2 0 0 1 1 4. 
Diarrhea, 30 92 82... F168 48 320 
Dysentery, 02. 222 278° 277° ame 965 
Debility, 20 31 25 39 22 137 
Diseases unknown, 33 10 9 60 43 155 
Dyspepsia, Oye ae 2 0 0 3 


.Dropsy, 59 59 61 74. 72 325 
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Diseases and causes of Death—continued. 


Dropsy of brain, 
Drowned, 
Delirium tremens, 
Drinking cold water, 
Diabetes, 
Epilepsy, 
Executed, 
Erysipelas, ~ 
Exhaustion, 
Fistula, 
Fever, 

“ scarlet, 

“ lung, 

“« typhus, 

«“ brain, 

“typhoid, 

«“ rheumatic, 
Fracture, 
* Gout, 
Hemorrhage, 
Hooping cough, 
Homicide, 
Hernia, 
Heart, disease of, 
Hip, “ “ 
Influenza, 
Intussusception, 
Intemperance, 
Infantile diseases, 
Kidneys, disease of, 
Lock jaw, 
Liver, disease of, 
Lungs, inflammation of, 

“ diseases of, 

Malformation, 
Mortification, 


1847, 


130 
22 
11 


Se) 
RPOoOorPrrR OOoOoOoOa co 


On 


10 


pO - 


1848. 


1849, 


157 
bl 
12 
14 

4 
6 


59 


1850. 


157 
23 
12 


125 


27 
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Diseases and causes of Death—continued. 


1846, 1847. 1848. 1849. 1850. Total. 


Marasmus, 53 104 68 79 91 395 
Measles, 150 15 16 209 79 465 
Neuralgia, 1 0 2 1 2 6 
Old age, 75 75 64 95 80 389 
Phiegmasia Dolens, 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Pleurisy, 18 34 22 25 L7 116 
Palsy, 30 25 31 27 38 146 
Purulent Absorption, 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Poison, 0 2 4 1 3 10 
Piles, 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Peritonitis, 0 0 0 6 7 13 
Perpura, 0 0 1 tales 4) 
Pustule malignant, 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Quincy, 2 5 1 3 3 14 
Rheumatism, 6 2 3 3 3 17 
Spine, disease of, 6 4 13 8 12 438 
Scrofula, 12 10 7 19 8 06 
Suffocation, 0 1 0 2 5 8 
Stomach, disease of, i 2 7 9 5 24. 
Ks inflammation of, 10 2 1. 5 2 20 
Syphilis, 1 0 5 4 3 13 
Strangulation, i 1 3 0 3 7 
Scurvy, 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Suicide, 14 10 12 11 12 59 
Starvation on ship board, 0 0 0 5) 0 3 
Small pox, 92 23 21 21° iam 349 
Teething, ol 62 81 161 208 463 
Tumor, 17 13 10 17 17 74 
Throat, disease of, 12 0 11 6 14 43 
Uterus, disease of, 1 1 3 0 0 5 
Ulcers, 5 7 6 4 6 28 
Worms, 5 7 6 7 14. - ob 
White swelling, 0 1 3 0 0 4 


8086 38853 3664 5079 38667 193849 
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XI. Abstract of the causes of Death in Boston, from 
1846 to 1850, inclusive, as classed by Mr. Shattuck 
and in State Reports. 


All causes, - - - - - - - 19,349 
Specified causes, - - - - - - 19,194 


1. Zymotic, or Epidemic, Endemic, and Contagious 
Diseases, - - - - - “ - 6,232 


SPORADIC DISEASES. 


2. Of uncertain seat, - - - - - 2,349 
3. “ Nervous System, - - - - - 1,731 
4. © Respiratory Organs, - - - - 4,270 
5. “ Organs of Circulation, -  - - - 3803 
G « of Digestion, - - - - 2,762 
7 © Urinary Organs, - - - - 54 
8: “ Organs of Generation, - - - - 278 
9 & «“ of Locomotion, - - - - 111 
10. “ Integumentary System, - - -— - 35 
11. “ Old Age, - - - - - - $889 
12. “ External causes, - - - + - 685 


Botha iimsilxoniie wn 20 xlao be 


19,194 
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XII. Birth Places of the Dead, of 1850. 


Boston, - - 

- Massachusetts, out of Boston, 
Maine, - - 
New Hampshire, 
Vermont, - = 
Connecticut, - 


Rhode Island, - 


- 965 
- 830 
- 150 
- 100 
- 26 
- 14 
- 18 


Middle, Southern, and Western States, 77 


England, - - 
Scotland, - - 
Ireland, - - 
France, - - 


Spain and Portugal, 


Germany and Northern Europe, 


British American Provinces, 


Other Foreign Countries, 


At Sea, - - 
Unknown, - 


So far as the above relates to the parentage of those born in Boston, — 


“ 9) 
- 21 
1706 


Of American Origin. Of Foreign Origin. 


939 


1961 


it must be regarded only as an approximation, it being impossible, in 
Probably the Americans are 


many instances, to ascertain the facts. 
stated too high, and the foreign too low. 
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XIII. Statement showing the Births, Intentions of 
Marriage entered, Marriages recorded, and Deaths, 
for each month of the year, 1850. 


Intentions | Marriages 
Month. Births. of Marriage} recorded. Deaths. 


entered. 


January, - - 369 215 168 3138 
February, - - 352 101 151 294 
March, - - - 453 158 74 350 
April, - - - 415 147 185 296 
May, - - - 435 242 266 301 
June, - - - 416 229 228 279 
July,- - - - 493 216 209 271 
August,- - - 454 209 190 396 
September, - - 489 221 235 328 
October, - - 466 282 272 261 
November, - - 480 323 324 269 
December, - - 477 214 165 309 


Total, - _| 5279 | 2557 | 2467 | 3667 


32 | 


REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 


The following Nomenclature is recommended by the Com- 
missioners on the Sanitary Survey of the State. 


. Zymotie Diseases. 
. Cholera, . 
. Cholera Infantum, 
Croup, 
Diarrhea, 
. Dysentery, 
. Erysipelas, 
. Fever, Intermittent 
. Fever, Remittent, 
. Fever, Typhus, 
. Hooping Cough, 
11. Influenza, 
. Measles, 
. Scarlatina, 
. Small-Pox, 
. Syphilis, 
16. Thrush. 
Sporapic DISEASES. 
II. Uncertain Seat. 
17. Abscess, 
18. Atrophy, 
19. Cancer, 
20. Debility, 
21. Dropsy, 
22. Gout, 
23. Hemorrhage, 
24. Infantile Disease, 
. Inflammation, 
. Malformation, 
. Mortification, 
. Scrofula, 
. Sudden, 
. Tumor, 

IIL. Nervous Organs. 
31. Apoplexy, 
32. Cephalitis, 
35. Chorea, 
84. Convulsions, 
35. Delirium Tremens, 
36. Epilepsy, 
37. Hydrocepelus, 
38, Insanity, 


pt 
SOON MOP OOD 


a 
Ory © b9 


39. Paralysis, 
40, Tetanus, 


41. Organs, disease of, 


75. Kidney, dis. of, 
76. Nephritis, 
77. Organs, dis. of, ~ 


IV. Organs of Circu-| VIII. Generative Or- 


lation. 
42, Aneurism, 
43. Pericarditis, 
44. Organs, disease of, 
V. Respiratory Or- 
gans. 
. Asthma, 
. Bronchitis, 
. Consumption, 
. Hydrothorax, 
. Laryngitis, 
. Pleurisy, 
. Pneumonia, 
52. Organs, disease of, 


VI. Digestive Organs. 


00. 
d4, 
00. 
56. 
o7. 


Ascites, 

Bowels, disease of, 
Colic, 
Dyspepsia, 
Enteritis, 

58. Gastritis, 

09. Hernia, 

. Intussusception, 
. Peritonitis, 

» Quincy, 

. Stomach, dis. of, 
. Teething, 

. Ulceration, 

. Worms, 

- Hepatitis, 

. Jaundice, 

. Liver, dis. of, 

. Pancreas, dis. of, 
71. Spleen, dis. of, 
VIL. Urinative Org. 
72. Cystitis, 

73. Diabetes, 

74. Gravel, 


gans. 
78. Childbirth, 
79. Paramenia, 
80. Puerperal Fever, 
81. Organs, dis. of, 
IX. Locomotive Org. 
82. Rheumatism, 
83. Joints, &c., dis. of, 
84, Hip, dis. of, . 
85. Spine, dis. of, 
X. Integumentive Org. 
86. Fistula, 
87. Purpura, 
. Ulcer, 
. Skin, dis. of, 
XI. Age. 
. Old age, 
. External Causes. 
. Accident, 
. Burns and Scalds, 
. Drowning, 
. Execution, 
. Freezing, 
. Glanders, 
. Heat, 
Hydrophobia, 
. Intemperance, 
. Lightning, 
. Malpractice, 
. Murder, 
. Necusia, 
- Poison, - 
. Starvation, 
. Suffocation, 
. Suicide, 
. Wounds, 
. Unknown, 


. Stall born. 
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City Registrar’ s Office, January 26th, 1852. 


‘To tHE HonorAste Mayor snp Criry Covunctn: 


In obedience to the City Ordinance establishing this 
department, the accompanying Tables and explanations, 
in relation to the Births, Marriages and Deaths in Boston 
. during the year 1851, are submitted. 

Five thousand three hundred and thirty-eight births 
have been registered, namely, 2788 males and 2540 
females ; children of 1757 American fathers and 1805 
American mothers; and of 3392 fathers and 3372 
mothers of foreign birth; the nativity of 149 fathers and 
121 mothers being unknown. 

The intentions of marriage of two thousand nine hun- 
dred and fifty-three couples have been entered, and cer- 
tificates issued ; namely, 1382 male and 1366 female 
Americans ; and 1571 males and 1587 females, natives 
of foreign countries. 

Two thousand eight hundred and sixty-three marriages 
have been recorded, the parties being in about the same 
proportion as to their origin. 

Three thousand eight hundred and fifty-five deaths, 
which occurred within the limits of the City, have been 
registered ; namely, 1966 males and 1889 females, 1723 
being of American, and 2122 of foreign origin, as nearly 
as can be ascertained. 

Copies of the records of births, marriages and deaths, 

generally with particulars of date, name, age, sex, con- 
dition, locality, nativity and parentage, have been pre- 
pared, in compliance with law, for the Seeretary of the 
Commonwealth. 
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Full indices of the names of the persons born, married 
and deceased are also made. 

The amount of fees collected, mostly in sums of fifty 
cents, and paid to the City Treasurer is three thousand 
two hundred and ninety-eight dollars and twenty-five 
cents. 

An act of the last Legislature imposes on municipal 
authorities the duty of providing “a place for the safe 
keeping and preservation of public records,’ and also 
provides “that records which have become worn, muti- 
lated or illegible, shall be tuanscribed, certified and pre- 
served.” The safe in this office not being of sufficient 
size to contain the record books, a new one has been 
added, so that now all important records and papers may 
be considered secure from the elements. 

Some progress has been made in transcribing the 
early and worn records. In this labor, the assistance of 
Hon. James Savage and Nathaniel 5b. Shurtleff, M. D., 
both eminent antiquarians and genealogists, is gratefully 
acknowledged. The latter gentleman, in particular, has 
cheerfully devoted much time in decyphering ancient 
and almost illegible chirography. 

In obedience to an order of the City Council, requiring 
indices to certain record books to be made, eight consid- 
erable volumes, containing some 100,000 names, have 
been prepared by careful and competent clerks. These 
indexes will greatly facilitate future investigations. 

It was remarked in a former Report that there were 
great deficiencies in former records, particularly an en- 
tire omission of marriages from 1751 to 1761. The 
ministers of King’s Chapel, New North and New South 
Churches, have kindly allowed copies to be taken of 732 
marriages, found on their church books for that period ; 
and it is hoped that additions may yet be made from 


EE — ———— 
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existing recortls, of some at least, of the other eleven 
churches of that time. . 

The duty of this department is supposed to be, to 
collect, arrange, record, and preserve the evidence of 
vital facts; not to indulge in theories and speculations, 
derived from partial and uncertain data. Hence, the 
following tabular statements are presented with only such 
brief remarks as seem to be required. 

To procure information of births, the City has been 
. canvassed twice, once in May and again since the Ist 
instant. This somewhat delicate and difficult service has 
been again performed, under the supervision of Mr. 
George Adams, as Assistant Registrar, and it is believed 
in a satisfactory and faithful manner. The results will 
be found in the following pages. 


Respectfully submitted. 
ARTEMAS SIMONDS, City Registrar. 
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+ DIVISIONS. 1 2 3 4 5 
Males, 865 448 833 288 296 
Females, 757 427 741 265 298 
Total, 1632 875 1574 553 594 
Twins, 9 16 7 | 

Birth Places of | 8 | Slse|);szis}es s|/2\/sl/s 
Parents. ie ee ee ee ee ph 
Beem |S de ane a ine it ae 
He |/H A | RA | we |e Tem 
Boston, 128) 152|°116] 149; 66] 98) 84) "677 47] 755 
Massachusetts (ex- / es Bi 
cept Boston), 135) 122] 160) 154; 99) 83) 72) 52| 90) 71 
Maine, 87| 104| 71) 86) 42) 67) 389] 41) 62) 79 
New Hampshire, 82; 64) 70} 54) 66) 43) 27] 25| 30 35) 
Vermont, 19} 21} 24) 9} 926): 18 6 Lie 7s 
Rhode Island, 8) 2S) el eal) Gl 6) <3). lee 
Connecticut, $1) a Bl 6 U6 SB ree ee 3 
Middle States, 93}. 17; 16). 26), 16) 10)” 4) RP ee 
Southern States, S| Mile |) ee en ia a ee 
- Western States, the 2 1 
British Provinces, 34|° 57; 24) 381] 382) 53) 18) 25) 26) 29 
England, 26). 20).532),129) Ghi, 21 16}; 12; 40) 25 
Treland, 915; 942) 183) 197|1076,1083} 277} 271) 216) 233 
Scotland, 8° 81 $} 6) -16P. 5118) 4.6) ee 
Germany, 24) 23) 75) 69)" 43) 36 6, 7| 24) ie 
France, ie: feta > cone 9 Mi | Bele Mp 1 
Other Countries, ALi 1G Dei eL OP e03) eG) hy 12| 4 
Not stated, 58} 43) 27, - 25) 25) 24 16; 12}. 16) °16 
1623/1623) 859} 859.1567|1567! ~548 


“' 


Total. 


6 

58 2788 
52 2550 

lt ie 7 oe 
110" 5338 
1 40 
si 6/2/4 
S| Awl en, 
ge Sie) Ss 

2 7| 893] 528 

2} 9) 558} 484 

2 2) 303| 379 

975} 221 

a, Sar 61 

eo! 21 

Bat, 16 

4 a Col 69 

iT ae BS 

] 3 

6| il} 140} 206 

2 Mery: 12k 

77| 78|2749'2804 

6 Ti +62: 89 

1 1li-i7y3h 153 

Taro 18 

=) Ree 1G 

y 1} 149] 121 


548} 592' 592) 109 109/5298'5298 


* Of these births 140 did not occur in Boston, but the parents were residing here at the 
time of registration; but, no doubt a greater number have taken place in the City during the 


time, which are not here recorded, the parties having removed previous to the canyass. 


t No. 


a a ae ae 


New England States, 


Fathers, 1650. 
Mothers, 17109. 


RECAPITULATION. 
United States, except New England 
Fathers, 107. 


Mothers, 


95, 


Part north of State, Court and Cambridge streets. 
Part west of Washington, south of Court and Cambridge streets. 
Part east of Washington, south of State street. 
South Boston, except City Institutions. 
East Boston and Islands. 
City Institutions at South Boston and Deer Island. 


4 


Foreign Countries. 


Fathers, 3392. 
Mothers, 3372. 


. 
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Boston, January 26th, 1852. 


Dear Sir: 


The canvassing for births in Boston for the year 
1851, presents a satisfactory result compared with the 
two preceding years. 


In 1849 the births were 5068. 
peacoo © b279. 
Salieri = “« 5338. 


Knowing your particular desire to have complete and 
- accurate-returns, great care has been observed to strictly _ 
follow your instructions, and the statistics of the births 
in Boston for the last three years may be regarded as in 
the highest degree reliable. 

Three years experience in the collections of these facts 
has successfully established its practicability, and I have 
to state, as in former communications, that the “ Regis- 
tration of Births”. is yearly growing in favor with the 
citizens as its objects and uses become better known to 
them. 

The “'Table of Nativity of Parents” has been pre- 
pared with due care and accuracy. 

The divisions as arranged by you last year for the 
City proper, cannot be improved, and. should be adopted 
for all statistical purposes. This will appear evident 
upon examining “Table VII,” page 24, in your last 
year’s Report. 

The population in Districts 1 and ou is at the pres- 

ent time, the largest, but the residences in these Divis- 


—_*  - — 
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ions will no doubt be encroached upon by trade and 
commerce more than in Division 2, so that it-is evident 
that the population of these three Districts will remain 
nearly equal for a long time. 


Respectfully yours, &c. : ! | 
GEORGE ADAMS. 


To ARTEMAS Srmonps, Esa. 
City Registrar, Boston. 
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By a comparative table of the years 1850 and 1851, 
it will be seen that the intentions of marriage entered, 
and marriages recorded, have considerably increased. 
This increase is to be accounted for by several circum- 
stances. Our population ‘is, more than formerly, com- 
posed of young men and women. Many immigrants 
- marry soon after their arrival. But the greatest cause 
may be found in the fact that recently but few go out 
of the State to marry, whereas in former years a large 
.. proportion went to Rhode Island and New Hampshire ; 
and parties who do go abroad for this purpose, generally 
enter intentions, take certificates, and make returns for 
record agreeably to the law of 1850. 

The remark is made with regret, that our records of a 
considerable number of marriages are deficient as to 
nativity, and several other particulars, relating to the 
parties, owing to the failure of the Clerks of Salem, and 
some other places, to make certificates conformably to 
the State form. 

It is gratifying to remark in commendation of Cler- 
gymen and Magistrates who solemnize marriages, that 
in general, their returns are made promptly and in strict 
compliance with law. A few have been tardy. Such 
have been repeatedly reminded of their duty by circulars 
and written notes, which have finally brought in returns 
from all known to be delinquent for the last year. Oné 
reverend gentleman of high esteem, whose ill health and 
absence from the city formed a reasonable excuse, on 
returning a few certificates, writes: “I have the highest 
sense of the importance of correctness in the city and 
town records, notwithstanding my apparent inattention. 
I respect your perseverance, and honor your efforts to 
make records accurate and full, and thank you for havy- 
ing followed me up so closely and ingeniously, though I 
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deeply regret having added so much to your labors.” 
From several quarters such good natured apologies have 
been given, with promises of future promptness. Inas- 
much as certificates issued to Boston Parties greatly 
exceed the returns of such marriages, it must be pre- 
sumed that some unknown officiators are still delinquent. 

Of late, it is becoming quite common for parties re- 
siding in other parts of this State, and from other States, 
to take out certificates from their Town Clerks, set out 
on their bridal tour, and have their marriage solemnized 
by some of the popular Clergymen of Boston. This 
practice adds considerably to the labors in this office, 
but nothing to its revenue—the fees being paid to the 
clerks who grant certificates, while the record, as re- 
quired by law, must be made here. | 

Parties intending marriage, also come from other 
States without evidence that they have complied with 
their own laws,—and some clergymen, saying that if the 
laws of Massachusetts do not authorize, they do not pro- 
hibit, such marriages, claim the authority to officiate for 
such strangers. It-is easy to see that the exercise of 
such doubtful right may lead to serious wrong. The 
law of 1850 requires that a certificate shall be delivered 
to the minister or magistrate before he shall proceed to 
solemnize a marriage. 

The frequent irregularities and illegalities in regard 
to marriages, occasioned by the amendments and modi- 
fications of the marriage laws, seem to render a revision | 
of the same/so clearly expressed that no intelligent 


clergyman can mistake the meaning desirable and im- 
portant. 
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By taking the present bill of mortality as data, it 
would seem that in Boston about one fourth live less 
than one year; another fourth die between the ages of 
one and ten years. In infancy and early childhood the 
greater. mortality is with the male sex; from ten to 
thirty years of age more females than males die; from 
thirty to sixty the mortality is greatest among males ; 
and that a considerably larger number of females than 
males live to old age. : 

By an analysis of the ages of the deceased of 1851, 
it appears that the aggregate ages of 1,966 males was 
38,896 years, averaging 19 years and 9 months; that of 
1,889 females 40,745 years, giving an average of 21 
years and 7 months, or a general average of both sexes 
of 20 years and 8 months. Separating those of Ameri- 
can and foreign origin, it is found that the average of 
the former is about 22 years, and of the latter only a 


small fraction over 18 years. These averages are mate- 
rially effected by the great infant mortality ; 47 included 


in the tables lived only a day, and 201 others: lived less 
than a month. ‘Their lives united do not exceed that of 
a single pupil in a primary school. 
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Diseases and Causes of Death in Boston in 1851. 


V. 
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Hemorrhage, . 
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Hooping 
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VI, Comparative Statement of the Principal Oauses of Death 
in Boston in 1850 and 1881. 


1850. 1851. 
Accidents, tg - - - - - 36 69 
Apoplexy, - - - - - - 27 32 
Burns and Scalds,_ - - - - - 20 BASEL I: 
Bowels, diseases of, - - - - - 896 421 
Brain, a 6 - - - - 110 96 
‘ Consumption, - - -~ - “4 b= 586 669 
Convulsions, - - - - ~ = 129 131 
Croup, - - - - - - - 87 86 
Cancer, - - + -~ = . ~ 29 19 
Cholera Infantum, - “ - - - 36 75 
Canker, - - - - - - - 36 25 
OS ES a 22 22 
Dropsy, - - - - - - 72 52 
« in the head, - - - - - 157 158 
Drowned, _—s = - - - - - 23 88 
Erysipela, - - - - - - 65 33 
Fever, Scarlet, - - - - - 69 50 
« — Typhus, - ~ - - - 61 88 
“ Typhoid, ~- - - - - 43 82 
Hooping Cough, ae) Wes - - - 81 54. 
Heart, disease of, ~ - - - - 52 86 
Infantile, diseases not defined, - . = \i aed 314. 
Liver, disease of, - - . - - 29 28 
Lungs, inflammation of = - - ~ - 290 262 
Marasmus, - - - - - - 91 106 
Measles, - - - - = - 75 145 
Old Age, - . - - - - 80 79 
Palsy, - - - - - - 33 28 
Smallpox, mda ee lene ein ewe ere . 19D 63 
Teething, - - - - - 108 116 
Various other causes, - - - - 881 411 


3667 3855 
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In the preceding catalogue of diseases, some changes 
have been made from former Reports, principally by omit- 
ting the terms lung fever, brain fever, and rheumatic 
fever, now included with inflammation of the lungs, 
inflammation of the brain, and rheumatism. Child birth 
diseases include deaths by puerperal fever; infantile dis- 
eases, two by cyanosis and diseases of the bowels and one 
by intussusception. 


Under the present system of reporting causes of es 


death, by funeral undertakers and friends of the de- 
eased, second-hand from physicians, or in many cases 
where no regular physician was consulted, there must 
be much imperfection in stating the causes. In some 
places in Europe and this country, no interment can — 
take place, until the cause of death has been certi- 
fied by a physician. There is no law of this State 
requiring such certificate. Some years since, it is th- 
derstood an attempt was made in this City, by furnishing 
physicians with blanks, to procure accurate returns, but 
for some cause, it was unsuccessful. 

Happily for another year, our City has been mercifully 
preserved from any sweeping pestilence. The usual epi- 
demics, measles, hooping cough, scarlatina, and dysen-— 
tery have prevailed, but not with remarkable severity. 
Casualties, mostly on the several Railroads, have des- 
troyed an unusual number of lives. The reported num- 
ber of deaths by consumption is high, but it is believed 
that many of these for the reason stated above, ought to — 
have been charged to other causes. «It is probable that 
deaths caused primarily, if not immediately, by improper 
and vicious indulgences, are sometimes set down in a 
wrong place in the catalogue. 
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VI. Srarement showing the aggregate and average ages of 1202 
men who died in 1850 and 1851, and whose professions and occu- 
pations were ascertained. 


No. | Profession or Occupation. | Aggregate | Ages ranging} Average Ages. 


Ages. from 
459 | Laborers, - - 18,434 15 to 87 40. 16 poate. 
116 | Mariners, - - 4,302 18 “90 | 87.09 
66 | Carpenters, - - 3,123 22 “87 | 47.382 
49 | Clerks, - - . 1,648 15-68) | 33.63" “ 


51 | Merchants, - 2,623 25“86 | 52.21 « 


58 | Traders, - - 2,634 20° OL |} aoa © 

30 | Tailors, - - . 1,156 1 Lay | 38.53 « 

22 | Shoemakers, - - 1,085 22 “85 49.31 * 

34 | Teamsters, - - 1,335 19° 69 O9,20 0 

25 | Blacksmiths, - - 948 20° 682) 87.9204 

16 | Farmers, - - 929 21. 82 50.06 

14 | Gentlemen, - - 791 383 ©89 | 56.50 « 

21 | Masons, - ~ - 950 LO.6 7. (ater one 

7 |Clergymen, - - 385 40“80 | 55.00 * 

8 | Coopers, - - 424 7 a Bs A as AY 

6 | Butchers, - ~ 215 13°" 50 39.83 

9 | Barbers, - - 388 30 “60 | 43.11 

19 | Painters, - . _ 881 19°* 82 +:46,.36" “ 

4 | Cabinet-makers, - 166 3260 | 41.50 * 

12 | Printers, =| - 437 23 “ 60 36.41 

9 | Physicians, - - 381 26%59 | 42.33 

7 | Musicians, - - 253 20 “ 66 36.14) 

4 | Sextons, - - - 256 46 “86 | 64.00 « 

4 | Riggers, - 162 25 “58 | 40.50 

8 | Tin and Coppersmiths, 416 Lee? Ot O20 res 

> | Bakers, - - 197 20 “ 52 39.40 « 

4 | Stablers, = - 145 23 “ 45 386.25 §& 

155 | Of various occupations, 5,545 18 “85 | 41.07 = 

1202 50,209 41.77 #8 

/s ¥ ; : 
L rG 4 ; 7) 
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VIII. Showing the Deatus in Boston, on each day of the year 
1851, as reported by Funeral Undertakers and others. 


Day. 
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IX. Showing the Nativity or PARENTAGE of the persons who died 
in Boston in 1850 and 1851, as nearly as can be ascertained. 


1850. 1851. 


American} Foreign | American| Foreign 
Origin. Origin. Origin. Origin. 


965 939 966 1037 


Bostors - - 


Massachusetts, except Boston, - 330 - 355 - 

* Maine, - - 150 . 137 - 
New Hatnpshire, «ee oye 100 - 101 . 
Vermont, - - - - - 26 - 82 - 
Connecticut, . - . : 14 - 17 . 
Rhode Island, : ‘ 18 - 11 
Middle, Southern and ST éstern States, ; 77 - 82 
England, - - ~- - . - 49 - 85 
Scotland, - - . - - - 22 ° 21 
Treland, - - - - . - 803 - 834 
France, - - . - 9 - 7 
Spain and Portugal, - - : 2 . 2 
Germany and North of Enrope, - - 35 - 28 
British American Provinces, - : 84 - 95 
Other Foreign Counikipee, = <i> - 18 - 13 
At Sea, - - - - 5 3 
Unknown, - - - - - 21 29 


1706 1961 1733 2122 


X. Summary Statement of Brrtus, Marriaces and Dreatus, in 
Boston for five years, ending December 31, 1851. 


Proportion to 


imated [Intentions Deaths. : 

Vuare. Populist Births of ix Marriages — Population. 

except | recorded. |Marriages | Recorded.|~___;_—— Deathe. Lo eh eee 

1850. Entered. Male. |Female. One in| In 100 
1847 | 124,099 32 2227 836 | 2077 | 1776 | 3853 32 3.10 
1848 | 128,976 23 2554 821 | 1915 | 1749 | 3664 35 2.84 
1849 | 133,892 5081 2287 1167 | 2604 | 2475 | 5079 26 8.79 
1850 | 138,788 5279 2557 | * 2532 | 1887 | 1780 | 3667 38 2.64 


1851 1143,672 5338 2953 2863 | 1966 | 1899 | 3855 | 38 2.68 


* Including sixty-five returned since last year’s Report. 
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XI. Statement showing the Brrtus, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE 
ENTERED, MARRIAGES RECORDED, and Dratus, for each month 
of years 1850 and 1891. 


pinhs, | Tagentione of | Marriages “| oath 
Months. i ee ee 
1850. | 1851. | 1850. 1851. | 1850. 1851. | 1850. | 1851. 
January, - - 369 434 215 263 168 281 313 302 
February, - - 352 | 897] 101 | 223] 151 | 2537 294) 3806 
March, - - - 453 499 158 133 74 168 | 3850 | 3826 
April, - - - 415 408 147 222 190 197 296 294 
May, - - - 435 405 242 286 271 267 301 331 
June, - - - 416 424 29 216 231 223 279 290 
July, - - . 493 458 6 246 212 | 228} 271 320 : 
August, - - - 434 | 478 | 209 | 214 193 | 226 | 396; 409 a 
September, - - 489 439 221 306 235 251 328 376 
October, - - 466 448 282 316 |. 277 300 261 290 
November, - : 480 456 323 309 348 | 320 | 269 289 
December, - - 477 492 214 | 219 182 149 | 309 | 322 
Totals, - - 5279 | 5338 | 2557 | 2953 |*5232 | 2863 | 3667 | 3855 


* Including sixty-five returned since last year’s Report. 


XII. Porvzation, Birrus and Dearus in several sections of 


the City in 1850 and 1851. ’ 
Popula- Births. Deaths. 
Sections. tion in 
1850. 


1850. | 1851. | 1850. | 1851. 


1.—Part north of State, Cont, and Cam- 


bridge streets, - - - 42,438 | 1,618 |} 1,632 | 982 |1,045 + 
2,—Part west of Wiashiietin : and south 
of Court and Cambridge streets, -| 33,668 | 952] 875 | 696 | 708 
3.—Part east of Pilg orn ha and south 
of State streets, - 39,522 | 1,716 | 1,574 | 959) 979 
4.—South Boston, Sagi 7 City Institu- . 
tions, - - 15,309 | 487 553 | 281 3813 
5.—East Boston mad isiahits, ok -| 9,851 | 408] 594 | 224] 9281 
6.—City Institutions at South Boston and 
Deer Island, - . - 98 | 110 | 454] 433 
7.—Massachusetts General Hospital, ” ° 71 96 


138,788 | 5,279 | 5,338 | 8,667 | 3,855 
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During the last summer a gentleman of the medical 
profession in this City, interested in sanitary investiga- 
tions, from data derived from the State census of 1850, 
and the records of places of death in this office, prepared 
a statement of the comparative mortality in three differ- 
ent Sections of the City in that year, and the results of 
his investigations appeared in an able article in the North 
American Review of July last. The First Section, with 
a population of 2054 Americans and 561 foreigners, lies 
between Beacon and Pinckney streets, extending from 
the State House to Charles street, regarded as a location 
highly favorable to health, where the deaths were 1 in 
74.7 of the inhabitants. The next Section taken, was 
the “ Back Bay,” between Pleasant street and the marsh, 
extending from the Providence Railroad Station to West 
Orange street, containing a population of 3773 Ameri- 
cans and 1348 foreigners. Here the mortality was 1 in 
_ 52.7 of the inhabitants. The last District comprises 
Broad, Cove and Sea streets, with 75 American and 
2813 foreign population. In this Section the deaths 
were 1 in 17.6 From the difficulty of ascertaining in 
ail cases the locality of deaths, this statement may not 
be correct, but it is believed to be a close approximation 
to the facts. 

By a similar examination for 1851, it would seem that 
the deaths in the several Sections named, were in like 
striking disproportion. 

This statement unaccompanied by other facts, would 
naturally be regarded as showing in the Broad and Sea 
street Section a frightful mortality ; but the truth is, the 
births are in nearly the same ratio; the great number of 
births accounting for the excess of deaths, according to 
the well known law of vital statistics, that where there 
are most births, there is the greater mortality. 
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INTERMENTS. 


During the last year only about one-fifth of those who 
died in Boston have been interred in the City proper, 
and many of these will be removed to family Cemeteries 
out of town. In numerous instances the owners of 
tombs in the old Burying Grounds have discontinued 
interments therein, and provided resting places for their 
dead at Mount Auburn and elsewhere. 

It is satisfactory to observe the increased interest 
taken by our citizens of all classes in providing family 
burying places for the dead in rural Cemeteries. Many 
have lots tastefully and appropriately arranged at Mount 
Auburn and Forest Hills, Roxbury. These cemeteries 
are well established, and reflect great credit on their 
past and present Managers. 

Great expense has been incurred by the Bar 
of the new “ Woodlawn Cemetery” at Malden, in pre- 
paring their extensive grounds, and interments have. 
been commenced. 

Another large lot, in the Aovids of a respectable Com- 
pany, situated in Dorchester and Roxbury, will, it is 
understood, soon be prepared as a Cemetery. The latter 
will accommodate families at the south part of the City, 
and the former those of the north; especially such as 
find it inconvenient to pay for the higher priced lots at 
Mount Auburn and Forest Hills. A portion of our for- 
eign population have also established a new Cemetery in 
Dorchester. 

In the past autumn the Old Granary Ground has 
been essentially improved by the removal of unsightly 


1852.] CITY DOCUMENT.—No. 7. 25 


and unsuitable trees, and more appropriate ornamental 
trees and shrubbery have been substituted. Convenient 
gravel walks have also been prepared. It has been re- 
quested by respectable citizens that this and the Old 
Burying Ground on the Common, when provided in like 
manner with walks, may be open, under proper regula- 
tions and at suitable times, to the public. 
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REPORT. 


Crry Recistrar’s OFFIce, 
January 27th, 18538. 


To tHe Hon. Mayor Anp Criry CovunciL: 


In compliance with the Ordinance concerning the reg- 
istration of Births, Marriages and Deaths, the following 
tabular statements, relating to the vital statistics of Bos- 
ton for the year 1852, with explanations and remarks, 
are respectfully presented. 

Five thousand three hundred and eight Births have 
been registered, namely, 2651 males, and 2657 females ; 
children of 1681 American fathers and 1733 American 
mothers; and of 3479 fathers and 3451 mothers of for- 
eign nativity; the birth places of 96 fathers and 72 
mothers being unknown. 

The Intentions of Marriage of two thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-seven couples have been entered 
and certificates issued; namely, 1356 male and 1347 
female Americans, and 1521 males and 1530 females, of 
foreign birth. 

Two thousand six hundred and eighty-six actual mar- 
_riages have been recorded, the parties being in nearly 
the same proportions as to origin. 

Three thousand seven hundred and thirty-six deaths 
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have been registered; namely, 1902 males and 1834 
females, 1568 being of American and 2168 of foreign 
origin, as nearly as can be ascertained. 

The usual full copies of the records of Births, Mar- 
riages and Deaths, are prepared for the office of the 
Secretary of State, and indexes are made for this office. 

Fees, for entering Intentions of Marriage, and issuing 
certificates, and on account of the funeralj},department, 
amounting to three thousand two hundredgand forty-nine 
dollars, seventy-five cents, have been collected for the 
City Treasury. 

Statistical tables and observations under the several 
heads of Births, Marriages, Deaths, Burial Places, Com- 
parisons with Past Years, Old Records, and Massachu- 
setts Registration, will be found in the following pages. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
ARTEMAS SIMONDS. 


1853. | CITY DOCUMENT.—No. 10. 5 


BIRTHS. 


The collection of Births for registration has been again 
made by Mr. George Adams, with his accustomed interest 
and faithfulness. With such an ever-changing popula- 
tion as that of Boston, it is not to be expected that every 
birth can be ascertained, or that names, dates and other 
particulars, can always be stated with minute accuracy, 
but it is believed that the work of Mr. Adams, and his 
‘civil and well-trained canvassers, is well performed. Mr. 
Adams has accompanied his tabular statement for 1852, 
with the following remarks :— 

“Jt is again my pleasure to report to you the num- 
ber and particulars of Births in Boston for another year. 
During the last four years the City has been canvassed 
in May and January for the information required by law. 
The following statement shows the numbers each year :— 

“In 1849, 5068; 1850, 5279; 1851, 5338: 1852, 
5308 ; which is an average increase of 60 each year— 
the greatest variation being 211, the least 50; and pre- 
senting a remarkable confirmation of the uniform com- 
pleteness and accuracy of these canvassings—especially 
when it is considered that a large proportion of the 
Births occur among the foreign population, many of 
whom often change their residences. The thoroughness 
required by your explicit instructions, together with the 
strong desire that these repeated canvassings should be 
executed in so careful a manner as to establish reliable 
data, has no doubt tended materially to produce the 
gratifying result. It can be said without boasting, that 
it will be difficult to find statistics collected for a series 
of years from so large a number of indiduals and from 
such a population, with the same triumphant success. 
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Another pleasing feature of the work is the increasing 
interest manifested by the citizens in these Registrations. 

“While no difficulty is met in obtaining the necessary 
information, we have often been delayed by parents in- 
sisting upon our instituting inquiries“ respecting the 
Registration of children whom they are apprehensive - 
have not had their names recorded in former years.” 

In recording births, it is a rule to write out all the 
given names in full, and the record books are prepared 
for this purpose with a large space in the column for 
names. The whimsical fancy of some parents causes 
amusement, but more labor and annoyance to clerks. 
Not a few pile on three or four given names, the accu- 
mulation being as ludicrous as Goldsmith’s “Caroline 
Amelia Wilhelmina Skeggs.” It would seem that the 
next generation will have few such plain names as John 
Smith and Mary Brown, but each cognomen must have 
some half dozen initial prefixes. Do parents consider 
when giving their children so many names, how much 
inconvenience, if not ridicule, may be entailed on their 
innocent offspring ? 

It will be seen that the females born in 1852 exceed 
the males by six, a result so unexpected that a re- 
examination of the original canvasser’s minutes have 
been made, but without discovering error. In former 
years the preponderance has been strongly with males. 
During the four years past the births have been, 10,712 
males, and 10,281 females. In England, from 1839 to 
1845, 10,515 boys were born to every 10,000 girls. 
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I. Birrus Registered in Boston, in the year 1852. 


: EE CL 
t+ DIVISIONS. 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total. 
Males, i:<::0. atin 771 _ 477 815 286 244 58 2651 
Females,........ 778 484 831 258 249 57 2657 
Total, ove HOWE cee 1549 961 1646 544 493 115 5308 
Twit’. sd teas tt 16 13 16 4 2 1 52 
Colored, « «+ «0.3% 7 99 | 387 
Born out of Boston, 56 23 58 | 17 82 186 
: 7 P P b 3 at é d : 
Binbwaeeor Sele) | 2) 618.8 1 e | 8 5 |_&\_8 
Parents. S\Slieliszisl(edlelezi4al23 = |f4/83 
Bis lie lS lela lela le] se Sa Bees 
Boston, eevececsss| 100) 150; 123) 162) 73) 88) 48) 69} 80} 46 3} 875] 518 
Massachusetts (out 
of Boston), »--| 183) 115) 149} 131; 82) 69) 49} 40) 62 475| 409 


Vermont, .....-.{| 29) 17} 30} 13) 22) 12) 7 
Connecticut, ..... oe 3S} (Gg). U4) CCS 
Rhode Island,.... ST ee) ee) ee 
Other Amer. States,| 44| 26 41] 46 10) 12) 9 
England, .¥.....| 45| 46) Si| 24) 45) 29) 18 


— 
Om 20 Ur OFS C9 
— 
fos) 
OoOooeo°eo Kee 
—— 
on 
bo 
~] 


Deon. Gaaageet) 46). °6 “8; 7 WS) 11) 15 66} 387 
Ireland, ........| 825) 859) 226) 227/1167/1185} 288] 271] 192 94/9.725|2842 
Oe re Sehr ott Oh Be 0} 24 10 
Germany & N. Eur.}. 82} 19) 92) 87| 44) 36) 10) 10) 17 1| 196) 166 
British Provinces,.| 52) 61) 25) 35) 383) 52) 25) 38| 31 6| 169| 217 
Other Countries, .| 34| 17) 6) 5} 10) 4! 2 2 0} 56; 28 
Unknown, ......} 22). 20) 28). 21) 21) 15) 9 9 10 0} 96) 72 


1533 \1533] 948) 948)1630/1630) 540) 540) 491) 491} 114) 114/5256/5256 


RECAPITULATION. 
New England States. Other American States, Foreiga Countries. Unknown. 
Fathers, 1560. Fathers, 121. Fathers, 3479. Fathers, 96. 
Mothers, 1632, Mothers, 101. Mothers, 3451. Mothers, 72. 


¢ No.1. Part north of State, Court and Cambridge streets. 
“ 9. Part west of Washington, south of Court and Cambridge streets. 
“ 3. Part east of Washington, south of State street. 
“ 4, South Boston, except City Institutions. 
“ 5. East Boston and Islands. 
« 6. City Institutions at South Boston and Deer Island. 
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MARRIAGES. 


The promptness of the regular Clergymen of Boston 
generally, in making Marriage Returns, in strict com- 
pliance with law, deserves commendation. 

On or before the tenth of each month, most of the cer- 
tificates of the preceding month are returned and re- 
corded. Many make returns forthwith. A few seem 
not to appreciate the obligations of law, and need re- 
peated calls to a compliance. Doubtless a considerable 
number of marriages have been solemnized in Boston 
during the past year which are unrecorded, the officia- 
tors being non-residents, or clergymen from abroad who 
do not practically regard the law of this Commonwealth. 

On glancing over the Registry of Marriages for the 
year, some rather remarkable matrimonial alliances are 
noticed. The oldest bridegroom was a widower of 76 
years to a widow of 43 years. The couple of the great- 
est united ages is an Irish widower of 65 years with a 
widow of 60 years. ‘The couple of the least united ages 
are Irish, the bridegroom being 18 years, the bride 16 
years. Two Italian girls of 14 and 15 years, the parents 
consenting, have been married to their countrymen of 22 
and 21 years. Among such as are of quite dissimilar 
ages are found bridegrooms and brides of the respective 
ages of 40 and 19 years, 34 and 17, 37 and 17, 70 and. 
33, 42 and 19,45 and 19 years. By a reference, how- 
ever, to the Table of Intentions of Marriages, it will be 
seen that few comparatively marry in extreme youth, or 
in very advanced age. The first marriage of males are 
mostly from 21 to 30 years, of females from 18 to 28 
years. 
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In entering Intentions of Marriage and granting cer- 
tificates, the present practice in this office is in accord- 
ance with the advice of the City Solicitor, and the former 
usage of the City Clerk, so far as the law of 1850 agrees 
with the old law. 

Under this practice, one or both parties must be a: 
resident of the City, making Boston his or her home, to 
be entitled to a certificate. If one of the parties resides 
in another city or town in Massachusetts, the applicant 
is informed that the entry should also be made, and a 
certificate be obtained from the clerk in the other place. 

A different, and more liberal practice prevails in some 
other places, where certificates are issued to non-resi- 
dents. This is proved by certificates returned to this 
office for record, the parties having been married in Bos- 
ton. The adoption of this practice here would add 
hundreds of dollars annually to the revenue collected in 
this office, and subtract from the fees of clerks elsewhere. 

The different constructions now put by clerks and 
clergymen on the marriage laws, seem to either require 
their revision, or authoritative explanations of the present 
statutes by the Secretary or the Attorney General of the 
Commonwealth. It is certainly important that the laws 
should be construed uniformly throughout the State. 
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Diseases and Causes of Death in Boston in 1852. 
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Diseases and Causes of Death in Boston in 1852. 


VI. 
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VI. Comparative Statement of the Principal Oauses of Death 
7 in Boston in 1850, 1851 and 1852. 


1850. 1851. 1852, — 
Accidents, - ~ ~ - - 36 69 73 
Apoplexy, See i el te 27 32 23 
Burns and Sealds, = - - - 20 17 20 
Bowels, diseases of, - - ” - 896 421 3338 
Brain, diseases of,  - ” - - 110 96 109 
Consumption, - - - = = 6586 669 681 
Convulsions, - - - - « 5°29 131 122 
eee ie le | el lw CC C8 86 112 
Cancer, - - - - - - 29 19 32 
Cholera Infantum, - - ~ - 36 75 70 
Debility, - - - - - = 22 22 17 
Dropsy, - - ~ - - - 72 52 67 
“ inthe head, - - - - 157 158 155 
Drowned, - = al ce ee a 23 38 26 
Erysipelas, _—- pa, fh « - 65 33 26 
Fever, Scarlet, - - - - - 69 50 269 
“ Typhus, - - - - - 61 88 46 
“ Typhoid, - - “ * - 43 82 66 
Hooping Cough, - 81 D4 51 
Heart, disease of, - \- - - 52 86 79 
Infantile, diseases not defined, - - 251 314 288 
Liver, disease of, - - - - 29 28 27 
Lungs, inflammationof, - - - 290 262 226 
- Marasmus, - - - - - 91 106 96 
Measles, - - - - - 75 145 29 
Old Age, - - - - - - 80 79 78 
ss se | BB 28 «89 
Smallpox, Mepey= os At 8 ye nm i 192 63 12 
Teething, - - - - - 108 116 137 
Thrush, - ~ - - - - 36 25 28 
Various other causes, - - - - 381 411 404 


8667 8855 8736 
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VII. Sratement showing the aggregate and average ages of 667 
men who died in Boston in 1852, and whose professions and occu- 
pations were ascertained. 


Re RTE PTS PE EL EI MP RIT CT IT a EE SEN NT IE TE 


No. Profession or Occupation. | Aggregate | Ages ranging] Average 
Ages. from Ages. 


Yrs. Mo. 


234 | Laborers, - 9958 17 to 82 42 6 


63 | Mariners, - 2409 19 “ 87 388 8 
42 | Carpenters, 1892 | 20 75 45 00 
34 | Traders, - 1478 19 * 76 43 6 
30 | Clerks, - 897 17 * 74 29.10 
25 | Shoemakers, 1078 17 #79 42-11 
21 | Merchants, 1066 21 “ 88 50: 9 
18 | Tailors, - 713 22 #71 OUtiid 
17 | Blacksmiths, 783 22 “ 68 46 00 
14 | Painters, - 498 20 “ 70 BOF 


13 | Teamsters, 597 32 “ 82 45 11 


12 | Farmers, - 07 18 “ 81 46 58 
9 | Coopers, - 428 17 «71 47 00 
7 | Gentlemen, 545 72 “ 83 F9 i B 
6 | Barbers, - 265 23 « 71 43° 2 
5 | Musicians, - 215 23 “ 72 43 00 
4.| Printers, - - 129 22 « 49 ge 
3 | Tin and Coppersmiths, 149 23 “ 80 49 8 
2 | Clergymen, - - 145 64“ 81 72 «6 
2 | Sextons, - - 128 03 “& 75 64 00 
2 | Physicians, - ~ 93 | 30° 63 J 04 oe 
2 Bakers, - - - 63 26 * 37 OL ‘ae 
2 | Masons, - - - 89 44% 55 44 6 
1 | Butcher, - - - 00 | 
1 | Lawyer, - - - 64 

98 | Of various occupations, 4231 | 19 “ 87 43 2 

667 28513 42°°°9 
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VIII. Showing the Nativity or ParentaGE of the persons who 
died in Boston in 1850, 1851 and 1852, as nearly as can be 
ascertained. 


SR LT ed Le PI EL EP LE Pa aT FE ES 
1851 1852. 


American| Foreign |American| Foreign | American! Foreign 
Origin. Origin. | Origin. Origin. Origin. | Origin. 


Boston, - 965 939 996 1037 881 1106 
Massachusetts, ( except 


330 355 


Boston,) ;-  - . - 
Maine, - - - 150 137 . 134 - 
New Hampshire, - 100 101 > 93 - 
Vermont, - - 26 82 . 21 . 
Connecticut, - - 14 17 - 10 - 
Rhode Island, - : 18 11 - 15 - 
Middle, Southern and 

Western States, - 82 + 53 - 
Englandj- - = - - 85 ~ 66 
Scotland, - - - . 21 - 21 
Ireland, - - - - 834 . 803 
France, - - - 7 - 7 
Spain and Portugal, - 2 - 2 
Germany and North of 

Europe, - - ~ 28 - 56 
British Am. Provinces, - 95 . 86 
Other = — 

tries, - - 13 - 21 
At Sea, - - - 8 - - - 
Unknown, - 29 - 26 - 


1706 1961 1733 2122 1568 2168 
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The mortality for the past year, being less than the 
average for the last five years, indicates a favorable sani- 
tary condition. The City has been mercifully preserved 
by a kind Providence from sweeping pestilence. The 
only epidemic, which has prevailed with considerable 
severity has been Scarlatina, principally confined to chil- 
dren. Smallpox has wholly disappeared since April, 
and if the community will but keep alive to the sure 
benefits of faithful vaccination, little is to be feared from 
this source. Consumption continues to be the leading 
agent to swell our bills of mortality. It will be seen by 
the table of diseases that 681 of the 3736 deaths of 1852 
are recorded as caused by this wasting destroyer of hu- 
man life. This is about two in eleven. The victims 
are mostly adults, ranging from eighteen to sixty years 
of age, and averaging about thirty-four and a half years, 
viz :-— 


118 American males, average age 34 years 4 months. 
188 American females, “ “33. nn 
173 Foreign males, g “ 30), © 
202 Foreign females, “ C33 | ae 


Tt is thus seen that more females especially Americans, 
die of consumption than males. 

The aggregate ages of the 8736 persons who died in 
1852, amount to 76,506 years, showing the average of 
life to be about 20 years 5 months and 22 days. While 
about the usual proportion have lived to old age, the 
average is controlled and reduced by the great infant 
mortality, common in every place where a large foreign 
population is crowded into narrow limits. : 
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IX. Statement showing the Brrtus, INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE 
ENTERED, MARRIAGES RECORDED, and Dratus, for each month 


of years 1850, 1851 and 1852. 


Birtna, | gations of | Marriages Re | Deaths 

1850.| 1851.| 1852.) 1850.) 1851.} 1852.) 1850.| 1851.) 1852.) 1850.| 1851. | 1852. 

January, - - 369) 434) 472) 215) 263) 262) 168) 281| 254} 313).302) 280 
February, - - 352) 397| 436) 101) 223) 217| 151| 253) 239) 294) 306] 263 
March, - - 453) 499] 464) 158) 133) 153) 74! 168) 125) 350) 326) 293 
April, - - 415} 408) 440) 147| 222) 259! 190) 197| 222) 396) 294) 272 
ay, = - - 435) 405) 393) 242) 286) 242) 271) 267) 224) 301] 331) 242 
June, - - - 416} 424| 434) 229) 216) 222) 231) 223) 207) 379) 290] 244 
July, - - - 493) 458) 451) 216) 246] 221) 212) 228) 214) 271) 320) 365 
August, - - 434| 478) 464| 209) 214) 204| 193) 226) 203| 396) 409) 433 
September, - 489} 439) 404} 221) 306) 243; 235) 251| 236) 328) 376) 372 
October, - - 466) 448! 445) 282) 216) 295) 277; 300, 274) 261) 290) 306 
November, - 480; 456) 432) 323) 309 320) 348) 320) 321) 269) 289) 330 
December, - - 477| 492) 473) 314| 219) 2£9| 183) 173) 167) 309) 322) 336 
5279'5338'5308 '2557 2953)2877 2533 2887/2686/3667!3855 13736 


X. Porvurartion, Birtus and Deatus in several sections of the 
City in 1850, 1851 and 1852. 


Popula- Births. Deaths. 
tion in 


1850.| 1851.) 1852.) 1850.| 1851 | 1852. 


1.—Part north of State, Conte and Cam- 


bridge streets. - - - -| 42,438/1618)1632)1549) 982)1045/1007 
2.—Part west of Wastitugion and south 
of Court and Cambridge streets, -| 33,668] 952) 875) 961) 696] 708] 608 
3.—Part east of Washington and south 
of State streets, ° 39,552)1716/1574/1646} 959) 979/1082 
4.—South Boston, ‘except City Instita- 
tions, : 13,309| 487| 533) 544) 281) 313) 322 
5.—East Boston and Islands, ¢ - «=| 9,851} 408) 994} 493} 224] 281] 276 
Btity Institutions at South Boston and 
Deer Island, - - : 98| 110) 115] 454) 433) 361 
7.—Massachusetts General Hospital, . ated Medeciial We, 71} 96} 80 


Ee ee eee eee 


138,788 |5279|5338'5308/3667)3855|3736 
acer! . tts ted ssn ee thd obit Ab 
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XI. Summary Statement, of BrrtuHs, MaRRiIAGEs and DEATHS, 1” 
Boston, recorded for forty-two years, ending December 31, 1852, 
compiled from Mr. Shattuck’s Census of 1845, for the first thirty- 
Jive, and from the Records of the last seven years. 


. ) : 4 
5 oe lees! oy Deaths. Proportion to 
5 B= SC IZEE| se Population. 
Es - HO laaS| Eo 
rox ae iss 3° I I 
0) Sy Oo /Se5 o ; i 
a ey Pa mi = | Males.|Females| Total {One in| In 100. 


—_ 


1811| 34,255] 108] 448} 188] 873| 3875 | 748] 45 | 2.18 
1812| 35,260] 93] 451] 204] 286| 547] 633] 55 | 1.85 
1813] 86,264] 85] 481) 230] 416! 334] 750] 48 | 2.06 
1814) 37,269] 98| 428] 306] 867] 328] 695] 53 | 1.86 
1815) 38,274] 79] 543} 356| 407] 433 | 830] 46 | 2.16 
1816] 39,275| 78] 603) 435| 440] 483 | 873] 45 | 2.292 
1817| 40,284} 103] 689) 415] 453| 422] 875] 46 | 2.17 
1818| 41,288] 85] 619| 452] 486] 439] 927] 44 | 2.93 
1819] 42,2938) 77] 612| 418] 423! 366] 789] 538 | 1.86 
1820} 43,298; 90| 698] 481] 505] 509 |1,014] 42] 2.31 
1821] 46,295| 84] 735] 505] 678| 648 11,821] 35 | 2.85 
1822| 49,291! 80] 801] 623] 570] 518 |1,088] 45 | 2.20 
1823] 52,288] 91] 939] 689] 531] 514 |1,045] 50 | 1.99 
1824) 55,284! 72| 979] 585] 623) 585 |1,208] 45 | 2.18 
1825| 58,281) 62/1,011) 710] 692] 670 11,362] 42 | 2.83 
1826] 58,903| 63/1,065| 747] 623) 544 |1,167] 50 | 1.98 
1827| 59,525| 65/1,002| 757| 495| 444} 989] 68 | 1.57 
1828] 60,147} 42|1,051| 742] 603] 556 |1,159] 51 | 1.92 
1829] 60,769! 47] 992] 624] 600] 556 |1,156] 52 | 1.90 
1830| 61,392} 34] 927| 508] 532] 493 |1,025] 59 |-1.66 
1831] 64,834] 27/-944| 649] 676| 677 |1,853| 47 | 2.08 
1832] 68,276|  271/1,075| 867| 840| 835 |1,675] 40 | 2.45 
1833] 71,780|  44/1,334| -759| 679| 695 |1,874] 52 | 1.91 
1834] 75,160| 34/1,213} 786] 765| 675 |1,440] 55 | 1.91 
1835| 78,603| 34/1,772} 937] 991] 828 11,819] 48 | 2.31 
1836] 79,464| 68/1,582/1,024] 831| 817 |1,648] 48 | 2.07 
1837| 80,325| 40/1,443| 782] 875] 868 11,743] 46 | 2.16 
1838] 81,186!  48/1,856| 750] 937] 862 /1,799| 45 | 2.91 
1839) 82,215] 48|1,391| 778| 863] 859 |1,722] 44 | 2.98 
1840) 85,000) 28/1,489] 756] 851] 890 |1,841] 46 | 2.16 
1841] 90,874) 351/1,587/ 905] 927] 856 |1,783] 59 | 1,96 
1842| 96,747} 22/1,729| 912|1,147| 1113 |2.260] 42 | 2.33 
1843/102,620)  26]1,810] 904] 986] 1,022 |2,008] 51 | 1.95 
1844}108,493| 15{1,987/1,029 11,015 | 1,039 |2,054] 52 | 1.89 - 
1845} 114,366 8|2,351|1,078 11,182 | 1158 |2,340] 48 | 2.04 
1846/119,203| 26/2235} 96611,614| 1.472 |3,086] 39 | 2.59 
1847|124,099| 32/2,247| 836]2,077| 1,776 |3,853| 821] 3.10 
1848/128,976| 23/2554] 82111,91511,749 13,664] 35 | 2.84 
1849] 133,892 |5,081|2,287/1,167 |2,604| 2475 |5,079| 26 | 3.79 
1850| 138,788 |5,279 |2,557|2,533 {1,887 | 1780 |3,667] 38 | 2.64 
1851) 143,672 |5,338 |2,95312,887 |1,966| 1,899 13,8551 388 | 2.68 
1852 5,308 |2,877| 2,686 11,902 | 1,834 |3,736 
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POPULATION. 


It is not easy to estimate with confidence, the present 
population of Boston. It is well known that the resi- 
dents in the City in January exceeds by many thousands 
the population to be found here in August. Besides the 
multitude, whose daily avocations are in Boston, but 
whose domicils are in the neighboring Cities and Towns, 
large numbers live im Boston in winter, and owt during 
the summer months. 

By the State Census, taken in May, 1850, the popula- 
tion of Boston appears to have been 138,788, and by the 
United States Census taken in the Summer after, but re- 
lating to June, only a month later, it is stated at 136,884, 
a difference of 1904. ‘There can be no reasonable doubt, 
that, the former was nearer the actual average popula- 
tion of 1850, than the latter, and it is highly probable 
the average population of 1850, was. 140,000, and that 
the present is somewhat greater. The Births and Mar- 
riages being a few less in 1862 than in 1851 would seem 
to be an indication that there had not been, the last year, 
the usual increase in the number of City residents. Per- 
haps this may be accounted for by the fact, that with the 
evident business prosperity of the City, many dwelling 
houses have been given up, and the premises occupied 
for warehouses and business purposes. At the same 
time, Boston capital has been invested less than usual in 
building dwellings within the City limits, and more for 
the same purpose, out of town. 

A reference to the annexed tables, shows from whence 
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the recruits to the population come. It is seen that 
while the greater part are from Europe, particularly Ire- 
land, no inconsiderable accessions are from the British 
Provinces, the States of Maine, New Hampshire and Ver- 
mont, while the States of the South and West make but 
scanty contributions to our community. 
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INTERMENTS. 


The interments of the 3736 persons who died in Boston 
in the year 1852, have been as follows: 


353 in the South Burial Ground, of which 46 are already removed. 


140 « «& Copps Hill rT 6 66 4 «6 66 66 
“49 « & Full street ae 1 “= ‘“ ‘“ 
87 « « Granary ‘6 6 6s 4 «& 6 66 
81 « « Chapel 66) 6c 66 7 « 66 66 
61 “ “ Central 6c 66 66 1 « 66 66 
aot) team Cemetery, * . : 4: & % a 
10 “« « Trini ty 66 6c 66 Oo « 66 66 
9 “« & Park Street 66 6 6 4 «& 6 66 
81 “ « Christ Church “ 6“ 66 9 & 56 66 
717 
261 in the South Boston Cemeteries. 
291 “ “ Kast Boston 6 


290 “* “ City Institution “ 
2177 removed directly to places out of the City. 


Within the year 116 bodies of persons who died abroad 
have been deposited in family vaults in the City. On 
the other hand it is expected that numbers will be re- 
moved from City Tombs to rural cemeteries before the 
first of June next. 

The removals from the City in 1832, were 9 per cent., 
in 1842, 34 per cent., and in 1852, 58 per cent. 

In the three principal Cemeteries last established in 
the vicinity, viz: Forest Hills, Woodlawn and Mt. Hope, 
it is ascertained that citizens of Boston now own over 
400 family burial lots, 221 of which have been purchas- 
ed within a year. The number of lots owned at Mt. Au- 
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burn by Bostonians is not ascertained, but it must be be- 
tween one and two thousands, and the recent sales in 
that Cemetery have no doubt been considerable. 

In regard to the expediency and propriety of burials 
in private vaults in the City Proper, variant and strong 
opinions are held and expressed. Qn the one side it is 
said the evils resulting from such burials are of fearful 
magnitude—that the health of the citizens is endangered 
if not actually and seriously injured by the poisonous 
gasses which arise from decomposing bodies. The strong 
language employed in describing the frightful state of 
things existing in the London church yards, where mul- 
titudes have been buried for centuries, is here used as 
applicable to Boston Cemeteries. 

On the other hand it is said that the violist in the 
older cemeteries are the private property of families 
(with few exceptions ;) that interments are not frequent ; 
that no real injury is done even to those who dwell near- 
est them; that wealthy and intelligent families and even 
eminent physicians, have chosen their residences around 
the borders of cemeteries, or worship in churches having 
vaults with the dead beneath. 

Perhaps the case is too. strongly stated on both sides, 
and that a medium course may be pursued, under some 
revision of the regulations, and with a view to the ulti- 
mate discontinuance of intramural interments. 

It has been the former policy of the Town and City 
to own Tombs in the several burying Grounds in Boston — 
Proper, and receive single deposits for a fee, paid by the 
friends of deceased persons. Funeral undertakers and 
other individuals have likewise owned Tombs, which 
have been more or less used in the same way. Such 
facilities for burial are new so nearly exhausted, that 
families, should not rely, as many have done, on this re- 
source. Hence the importance to heads of families, of 
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providing places for the burial of their dead, following 
the wise and appropriate example of Abraham of old. 

It is gratifying to observe the change which is taking 
place in public sentiment on the subject of burial places 
for the dead. ‘The slow, but successful experiment made 
at Mount Auburn has done much to promote this im- 
proved feeling in the community. A few years ago the 
Forest Hills Cemetery at Roxbury, another beautiful 
spot for burials was commenced, and quite recently the 
extensive Grounds of Woodlawn in Malden, and Mount 
Hope in Dorchester have been established. The people 
of Boston own a large share of the burial lots sold in all 
of them. ‘These four Cemeteries embrace between four 
and five hundred acres—ample space to bury the dead 
of Boston and the vicinity for many generations. 

To such as observe the revolting condition of Tombs, 
in which deposits have been made occasionally for fifty 
or a hundred years, it seems surprising that any should 
prefer this mode of interment to graves in the natural 
earth, where human remains may be forever undisturbed. 

The Catholic population have, and may always be ex- 
pected to provide, consecrated grounds for burials, at 
some distance from the City. Another large portion of 
the residents of Boston are from the country, and bury 
their dead in the rural grounds where their ancestors 
repose. It frequently occurs that bodies are removed 
several hundreds of miles. The Railroads afford facili- 
ties for this purpose. 

Besides the large number of family lots recently sold 
in all Cemeteries in the neighborhood to citizens of 
Boston, another important movement, in this connection, 
deserves especial notice. 

Religious Societies, and other associations, provide 
more extensive burial lots for their members and associ- 
ates who may not have private places for burial. It is 

4 


26 CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. [ Jan. 


to be hoped much will be done in this way. Large por- 
tions of ground for the purpose may be secured now at 
reasonable rates, especially in the new Cemeteries. 

It is a well known fact that many deaths occur in Bos- 
ton of individuals, who belong, or whose friends reside, 
at a distance. Arrangements cannot be made at once for 
removal, and as a matter of necessity, a temporary in- 
terment must be made, and it is difficult to procure a 
place. To meet such cases, and others where families 
have burial lots in preparation, but not quite ready for 
interments, it is suggested that one or more temporary 
receptacles for the dead be provided. Such receptacles 
it is believed could be so constructed as to be unobjec- 
tionable, and could be used under proper regulations, 
with manifest convenience and satisfaction to the friends 
of the dead. 
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RECORDS. 


The oldest book in this office, of 254 pages, closely 
written in the chirography of the times, and difficult to 
read, contains records of Boston Births and Deaths from 
1630 to 1664, and Marriages from 1651 to 1664. It 
also contains early births, marriages and deaths in the 
towns of Braintree, Cambridge, Charlestown, Concord, 
Dedham, Dorchester, Roxbury, Sudbury, Watertown, 
Woburn, Weymouth, Hingham, Springfield and Med- 
field. 

In a second volume the Boston births found in a book 
before named are transcribed, with a continuation of . 
births to the year 1689. 

The next volume of births, believed to be tolerably 
full, extends from 1689 to 1744, and is followed by 
another coming down to 1810. In the latter period, 
especially during and after the revolution, the registra- 
tion of births was very much neglected. A large volume 
for recording births was commenced in 1810, and used 
until July 12, 1849, in which only 3471 names are found, 
and this includes 976 births of an earlier date than 1810. 

For the years 1849, 1850, 1851 and 1852, twenty 
thousand nine hundred and ninety-three births are regis- 
tered in two large volumes, generally giving date of 
birth—name, sex, place of birth, christian names of par- 
ents, occupation of father and birth places of father and 
mother, as required by the present law, and these births 
are also indexed. 

The ancient book before named contains the record of 
353 Boston marriages, solemnized by Magistrates, from 
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1651 to 1662, there being no marriages, with a single 
exception, on record before 1651, and none from 1662 to 
1689. Two volumes embracing the records of marriages 
from 1689 to 1720, and from 1721 to 1750, including a 
small number in 1751, succeed. The next book com- 
mences in 1761, leaving an entire deficiency of ten 
years, and continues the record to 1807. All these 
books are considerably worn, are not well arranged for 
examinations, and had no indices to female names. They — 
have been copied entire, the males’ names arranged alpha- 
betically, in each volume, compared with the originals, 
and full indices to female names added. 

To supply the deficiency as far as possible for the ten 
years after 1751, access has been had to the Church 
records of the New North, King’s Chapel, New South, 
Brattle Square, Federal Street, West, Trinity and Christ 
Church, eight of the thirteen or fourteen religious organ- 
izations of that time, and the marriages therein found for 
the deficient period have been copied, together with a 
large number of an earlier and later date, which were not 
to be found on the Town Records. ‘This collection, of 
more than three thousand, with an index to male and 
female names, forms a volume of much interest. Then 
we have three volumes of marriage records from 1807 to 
July 12, 1849, the male names arranged alphabetically ; 
indices to female names having been recently prepared. 
The marriage records since July 1849 are contained in 
three large volumes, embracing the particulars in regard ' 
to parties, required by the present registration law, with 
double indices, referring both to intentions entered, and 
marriages recorded. 

A complete series of intentions of marriage from 1707 
to July, 1849, in 18 volumes, are preserved, and are re- 
garded as highly valuable, especially as a large portion 
of the marriages are not recorded. Indices for 45 years 
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in the present century have been made within the last 
two years, which greatly facilitate investigations. 

In regard to Deaths prior to 1810, the records are 
even more deficient than the births and marriages. In 
the same old book before referred to, entries of deaths are 
found from 1630 to 1664; then an entire omission until 
1689—then a volume extending from 1689 to 1720, 
then from 1720 to 1810 a small proportion ‘are recorded 
in the same volumes with births. Recently a transcript 
has been made of recorded deaths from 1630 to 1700, 
conveniently arranged for reference, and in another book 
for the following hundred years. Before 1810 we have 
no record of places of interment. 

From 1810 to 1848 there were fair records of Boston 
deaths made. They are contained in eleven volumes. 
The records generally state the dates of death and inter- 
ment—names and ages of the deceased—the disease or 
cause of death—the place of interment and the name of 
the undertaker. Unfortunately these books are of incon- 
venient and different size and shape, some of bad paper, 
and the whole not well arranged. They are much used, 
and should be transcribed, bound in uniform volumes and 
so arranged as to save labor in examinations. 
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XII. Abstract from State Report of 1851, exhibiting the Popula- 
lation in 1850, also Brrtus, Marriaces and Dratus, in the 
several counties of Massachusetts for 1849, 1850, 1851. 


To the Population of 
Three years, 1849--1851. 
Population Annual Average of, 1890; (eo Aver. Aver’ge 
by 
Counties. United Excess Age of 
States Mar- of Births) One | One | One 
Census. | Births.| riages.| Deaths.| over | Birth |Marr’ge| Death | Deaths. 
1850. Deaths.) in in in 


Barnstable, | 35,276 | 742 | 277 
Berkshire, | 49,591 | 1109 | 308 


247 48} 127 71 | 27.68 
All 41 161 71 | 32.12 


Bristol, 76,192 | 2032 | 596 815 | 37] 128] 63 | 29.40 
Dukes, 4,540| 85 | 29 14] 53] 157] 64 | 39.45 
Essex, 131,300 | 3474 | 1373 1103 | 38] 96] 55 | 29.55 


Franklin, 30,870 | 729 | 228 
Hampden, | 51,283 | 1263 | 579 
Hampshire, | 35,782 | 825 | 295 
Middlesex, | 161,383 | 4470 | 1570 
Nantucket, 8,452 | 121 61 
Norfolk, 78,892 | 2409 | 658 
Plymouth, | 55,697 | 1330 | 421 
Suffolk, 144,517 | 5420 | 2959 
Worcester, | 130,789 | 3291 | 1082 


260 43 131 66 | 34.93 
356 41 89 55 | 27.28 
198 43 121 57 | 31.33 
1714 36 103 59 | 2533 
10 70 139 71 | 33.33 
1108 32 120 61 | 26.93 
483 42 132 63 | 33.13 
1073 27 64 35 | 20.21 
927 40 121 60 | 29.39 


Total, _ | 994,514 |27310 | 9729 118610 


8719 36 | 102 53 | 26.87 


XIII. Abstract showing the most remarkable differences in the 
Vital Statistics in the various parts of the State, taken from the 
“ Three Years Abstract” for 1849, 1850, 1851, of the Secretary 
of State. 


Population |One Birth}; One One Death) Average 


Towns. by U.S. in Marriage in Ages. j 
Census, 1850. in ; 
Boston, - - - = | 186,881 26 63 32 20.32 
Wellfleet, - : - - 2,411 51 172 104 31.82 | 
Lenox, - - - - 1,599 41 320 72 36.31 
West Stockbridge, - = 1,713 29 428 55 26.27 
Attleborough, - - 4,200 26 162 53 34 66 
Norton, - - . - 1,966 47 328 67 39.41 
Raynham, - - . - 1,541 33 308 57 40.29 
Chilmark, - - - - 747 53 373 93 58.28 . 
Gloucester, - - - 7,786 82 96 49 28.75 
Lawrence, - - - - 8,282 28 41 58 17.95 
West Newbury, - - 1,746 60 134 67 41.89 
Chicopee, - - ° 8,291 40 44 44 19.42 
Longmeadow, - -~ - 1,252 60 179 60 41.80 
Springfield, - ~ 11,766 of 66 45 19.38 
Lowell, - - - - 33,383 33 58 49 19.39 
Stoughton, wires 3,494 26 71 49 25.91 
Somerville, - . . 3,540 37 205 191 19.13 
Chelsea, = +9 + « 6,70) 29 89 48 17.65 
Fitchburg, ere - - 5,120 28 122 47 20.86 
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It will be seen by the preceding Table that the num- 
ber of births range from one in 26 of the population 
in Boston, Stoughton and Attleborough, to one in 60 in 
‘West Newbury and Longmeadow; the marriages from 
one in 41 in Lawrence, to one in 428 in West Stock- 
bridge; the deaths from one in 32 in Boston, to one in 
191 in Somerville, and the average ages at death from 
17.65 in Chelsea, to 58.28 in Chilmark. Such great 
differences cannot be reconciled with correctness of all 
the returns. It cannot be reasonably supposed that six 
die in Boston, to one in Someryille, or that ten residents 
of Lawrence and Chicopee are married to one in West 
Stockbridge. Neither is it probable that the average of 
human life is three times as great in Chilmark as in 
Lawrence, Chelsea and Somerville. 

So far as the great ratio of births and deaths in Bos- 
ton are concerned, several circumstances may be stated 
in explanation. It should be understood that the United 
States Census of 1850, (on which are based the Secre- 
tary’s Tables,) was taken in midsummer, when many 
thousands of the actual usual residents of Boston could 
not be found by the marshals. This fact alone may ac- 
count for much of the apparent difference. The popula- 
tion of the City is very different as to its composition 
from the State at large. The people are mostly young, 
with a large foreign element—just the population in 
which births and deaths are numerous. In any commu- 
nity where births are frequent, there the bills of mortality 
will be found in a high ratio. 

If it be true that the births in Boston are one even in 
26 to the population, Stoughton and Attleborough, in 
Massachusetts, are equally productive. It is stated that 
in Prussia and Austria, where registration is probably as 
exact as in any country, the .births are in the same ratio, 
and England is not far behind. 
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The number of marriages of residents of Boston is by 
no means extraordinary. Nearly 400 couples from the 
neighboring Cities and Towns, obtain their marriage cer- 
tificates of their own Clerks, are married in Boston, and 
as required by law the registration is in Boston. Proba- 
bly a large share of the marriages returned by the Town 
of Lawrence are of parties belonging elsewhere. | 
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CITY OF BOSDOR? 


a 


In Common Council, January 26, 1854. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Attest: W. P. Greac, Clerk C. C. 


REPORT. 


To the Honorable Mayor and City Council : 


In obedience to a City Ordinance and usage, in rela- 
tion to the Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths 
the following tabular statements for the year 1853, 
comparisons with past years, and explanatory remarks, 
are presented :— 

Five thousand, five hundred and ninety-six births 
have been registered; namely, 2815 males, and 2781 
females ; children of 1679 American fathers and 1689 
American mothers, of 8788 fathers and 3803 mothers 
of foreign nativity; the birthplaces of 77 fathers and 
52 mothers being unknown. 

The intentions of marriage of three thousand and 
ninety-two couples, one or both parties in every case 
described as residing in Boston, have been entered and 
certificates issued; namely, 1390 male and 1369 fe- 
‘male Americans, and 1702 males and 1723 females of 
foreign birth. 

Two thousand eight hundred and fifty-five actual re- 
turns of, marriages by Clergymen and Magistrates have 
been recorded, the parties, as to origin, being in the 
same proportion. 

Four thousand two hundred and eighty-four deaths 
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have been registered; namely, 2203 males and 2081 
females. As nearly as can be ascertained, 3078 were 
born in the United States, 1345 being children of for- 
eign parents, and 1206 were born in foreign countries. 

The registration of increased numbers, in each de- 
partment, indicates a very decided advance in popula- 
tion over preceding years. 

More extended details will be found in the Tables 
under the several heads. 


a 
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BIRTHS. 


The principal feature of interest in regard to Births, 
the last year, is the very considerable increase. Astonish- 
ing numbers have occurred in some localities which are 
crowded with a foreign population. In several instan- 
_ ces as many as eight births are recorded as having taken 
place in a single house. The remarkable fruitfulness 
of Foreign, over American Mothers is in striking con- 
trast; while the mortality among the young offspring 
of the former is proportional. 

A case of triplet births occurred in that flourishing 
section, East Boston. ‘Twin births have been about as 
usual. In one instance the second child is recorded, on 
good authority, as having been born two days after its: 
mate. | 

With his usual industry and enthusiasm, Mr. George 
Adams has acted as Assistant Registrar in this depart- 
ment, and in the following letter and table, tells his 
story :— | 


. Boston, Jan. 26, 1854. 
To the City Registrar : 


Dear Sir,—For the last five years, ending Dec. 31, 
1853, it has been my pleasant duty to annually report 
to you the number of births in Boston, with the partic- 
ulars required by law. ‘The system so carefully put in 
operation at first, has been uniformly followed up by 
persons experienced in the work; and the result, this 
year, is as satisfactory as any formerone. The number 
of births this year (5596) is somewhat larger than in 
any former returns. 


6 CITY REGISTRAR'S REPORT. [Jani 


The average yearly increase has been 132; in the 
greatest increase in any year (1853) 288; decrease in 
1852, one year only 30. 

At the close of the canvass of the fifth year, I deem it 
proper and a fit occasion to express congratulation upon 
the success which has crowned the work. When the 
collection of these statistics were determined upon, it 
was regarded by some as an experiment, of doubtful 
expediency, impracticable, useless, &c. Even some of 
its friends entertained fears that the facts would be 
withheld, or that the inquiries to elicit information, ne- 
cessary to render the returns of use, would be offensive. 


Experience has dissipated these fears and views, and the 


measure has proved successful and popular. 

Established thus upon a foundation which must se- 
cure the confidence of all, its continuance should ever 
‘be maintained with the interest and care necessary from 
the nature of the work and the difficulties which attend 
it. The facts already collected can, and no doubt will 
become more and more valuable, if carefully and tho- 
roughly collected. 

Respectfully yours, 
GEORGE ADAMS. 


Oe ee ee ee = 
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I. Birrus registered in Boston, in the year 1853. 


t DIVISIONS. 1 2 3 4 5 6 TOTAL. 
Males, ....| 821 481 885 306 265 57° 2815 
Females,. .. .| 835 493 843 267 297 46 2781 
Total fhe Jibs pe 1856 974 1728 578 562 103 5596 
Twins, $e 16 8 15 8 2 2 51 
Tripleta, \* 2s ., 0 0 0 0 ] 0 1 
Born out of Boston, 78 88 64 14 21 0 215 
wn : na . n : n na wn . rea) 
Birthplaces of |3|5|6/8|8 | 3/8/5/§/5)]8/ 5 Is tle o 
Parents. Sie lelieigizig/2/2/2/4/ 2 lselsz 
is} sj fas} =] 
SIS iel/sieg lSleliseielie@leais Fars 
Boston, . . , .| 137| 164| 124) 134, 78] 110| 52] 53, 32] 48| 3] 7| 426/ 516 
Massachusetts (out , 
of Boston), . *| 102) 106/141) 140} 88) 77) 51] 51! 63) 51] 1! 0] 446] 425 
Maine, . . . .| 81/ 100) 71} 98} 61] 78] 29} 36] 50] 61; 1) 1) 293] 374 
New Hampshire, .| 84; 49! 71} 64) 49] 29) 34} 24] 35] 27| 0] 0} 273] 193 
PY Stones sree 2806 ed) ) 23) 12)..22) iil 3. Ike. Bl. Gh. cole -oly78) 53 
Connecticut, . . eee tae Oo) Ol a ON a2 Or Ol OF Or. 87). 1g 
Bhode Island, .. .j|» 4). 5). -9} ~=5| 4) 3): Bo} at a} 8) ok ab all 20 
Other Amer. States,| .36/ 19} 40} 42) 21} 12) 6] 9] 1lo| 12] 9 1/115! 95 
England,. . . .| 61} 53) 44) 35) 46] 44) 82! 41! 49} 37} 9} 1] 241] 211 
eee bet ida) Ol 5) 13) y4) 28) TOL. tLe 4b.) bb e0ln 48 
Treland, . . . .| 903) 964) 258) 272/1167/1197| 300] 306| 224) 224) 75| g81/2927|\3044 
ee Ona) So) 4) 8) DO Oh Ob” Ot eat tools gale 8 
Germany &N.Eur.| 63) 37/114; 97| 64) 53) 17) 12} 25, 23} 1] 92} 284] 204 
British Provinces,.| 61} 77| 84} 37| 56) 63) 9) 11| 45] 51) 4} 6] 209] 245 
\ptner Couniies, .| 20, Id; 7 6) 6) 3). VW oo} sl’ Ol}. 1 Ol 4a) a2 
‘Unknown. . ..°.} 24| 13) 10) 9) 21) 13/ 8} 7.11] 10) 3) of 77) 52 
1641/1641} 966] 966/1713/1713| 565] 565| 558] 558] 101| 101|5544|5544 


RECAPITULATION. 
New England States. Other American States. Foreign Countries. Unknown. 
Fathers, 1564. Fathers, 115. Fathers, 3788. Fathers, 77. 
Mothers, 1594. Mothers, 95. Mothers, 3803. Mothers, 52. 


+ No.1. Part north of State, Court and Cambridge streets. 
“ 9. Part west of Washington, south of Court and Cambridge streets. 
“ 3. Part east of Washington, south of State street. 
“ 4, South Boston, except City Institutions. 
“ 5, East Boston and Islands. 
“ 6. City Institutions at South Boston and Deer Island, 


8 CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. [ Jan. 


MARRIAGES. 


The many irregularities in regard to banns of mar- 
riage and marriages, occasioned by the peculiarities and 
obscurity of the Massachusetts laws, and differing laws 
and usages of neighboring States are much to be re- 
gretted. 

The following is the construction of the laws of Mas- 
sachusetts as to the duties of Clerks, Clergymen and 
Magistrates in regard to certificates of Intentions of 
Marriages, actual Marriages and the return of the same 
as understood in this office, and regarded generally by 
officiators in Boston and the immediate vicinity. 

If the intended bridegroom and bride reside in the 
same town or city in this State, the Intention is to be 
entered in the office of the Clerk or Registrar of the 
town or city. The Clerk or Registrar records the 
names, ages, birthplaces and parents name cf each, and 
the occupation of the male, and issues a certificate ac- 
cordingly. When the parties to a Marriage reside in 
different places in this State, the entry must be made, 
and a certificate procured, from each; but if only one 
of the parties reside in Massachusetts, a certificate from 
the place of his, or her residence, is sufficient to author- 
ize the Marriage. | 

If a male be under the age of twenty-one years, or 
the female under the age of eighteen years, no certifi- 
cate can be issued .until the consent of the parent or 
guardian is obtained, if there be any in the State. 

Clergymen residing in this State, who have been reg- 
ularly inducted into the Ministry, agreeably to the 
usages of their'several denominations, and who continue 
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to exercise the vocation, may marry in any part of the 
State, provided that either the Clergyman, the bride- 
groom or the bride resides at the place of marriage. 
But a Clergyman who resides in Boston cannot legally 
marry in Salem parties who belong in Worcester, and 
Clergymen who reside in other States are not authorized 
to solemnize marriages in this State. Justices of the 
Peace (except, perhaps Justices throughout the Com- 
monwealth) can only marry in the Counties for which 
they are commissioned, and at least one of the parties 
to a Marriage, must be a resident of the same County. 
Before solemnizing a Marriage, the officiator should re- 
ceive the certificates required. ‘The certificates of Mar- 
riage Intentions now issued by Clerks in the form pre- 
scribed and furnished by the Secretary of State, have 
blanks at the bottom for the place, date of Marriage, 
and signature of the Clergyman, and the whole certifi- 
cate or a certified copy is to be returned to the Clerk 
or Registrar of the place where the Marriage is solemn- 
ized, on or before the tenth day of the following month. 
Within the last year the Marriages of minors have not 
been numerous. ‘The greater part of such, are parties 
who have no parent or guardian to object, and hence 
are strictly legal. In other instances, even if girls of 
15 or 16 years of age, legal consent was given. 
It is feared that spurious documents, in regard to 
such consent, or age of parties, are imposed upon this 
office. It is believed the new law on the subject of 
Marriages of minors has but little effect, so long as 
loose usages prevail in other States. On the other hand 
it is a fact, that in this community a much greater pro- 
portion delay Marriages to an advanced period of life. 
Of the first Marriage of males during the last year 409 
were between 30 and 40 years, 42 between 40 and 50 
and 4 over 50 years of age. And of the first Marriages 
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of females 156 were between the ages of 50 and 40, 21 
between 40 and 50, and 4 over 50 years. A sprightly 
widower of 72 from the West has borne away a Boston 
widow of 71 years. In another instance a widower of 
70 has been united to a widow of 60. 

Commendation is due to Clergymen and Magistrates, 
for their general prompt compliance with the law, re- 
quiring monthly returns of Marriages solemnized. Still 
there is reason to believe, that a large number of Boston 
Marriages in 18538, are not recorded. Of the 3092 
couples who received certificates of Intentions of Mar- 
riage during the year, probably very few remain unmar- 
ried. ‘The recorded Marriages are 2855 which include 
334 couples whose certificates came from other cities 
and towns. Admitting that as many who entered their 
Intentions in Boston went abroad to be married, which 
is improbable, there would still be a deficiency of be- 
tween two and three hundred. Clergymen or Justices 
of the Peace who receive fees for solemnizing Marriages, 
even if they do not regard laws, or fear a fine for neg- 
lect, surely ought in justice to the parties, and for the 
future benefit of widows and orphans, place the eyi- 
dence on record. 
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DEATHS. 


Without any unusual prevalence of epidemics, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-three has been marked by a 
greater mortality than any former year, except eighteen 
hundred and forty-nine, the epoch of cholera in Boston. 
The last twelve months have also been remarkable for 
the demise of many well-known and highly respectable 
“individuals. ‘The increased mortality may be accounted 
for, in a great degree, by increase of population. 

The uncertainty of reported causes of death has been 
alluded to in former reports. ‘The returns from funeral 
undertakers and friends of the deceased, of diseases are 
often so indefinite, and improbable, that inquiries are 
repeated with a view of revision. In some instances 
satisfactory answers are obtained ; in others it becomes 
necessary to leave the column for the cause of death 
blank in the record. | 

It is believed that from ten to twenty per cent. too 
many are reported, and recorded, as dying of consump- 
tion. Itis not to be denied that phthisis is the great 
_ life-destroyer of our climate; but it is believed by many 
intelligent and professional observers that too much is 
charged to this malady, while scrofula, marasmus—a 
general wasting without pulmonary affection—and dis- 
eases induced by vicious indulgences do not bear their 
true proportion. On this subject the City Inspector of 
the city of New York, in his Report for 1852 justly re- 
marks—* Consumption, in all bills of mortality that we 
have access to, stands conspicuously forth in its array 
of figures. ‘The mortality from this cause greatly ex- 
ceeds that of any other; in this, however, it is only pur- 
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suing its usual course. It is not at all presumable, 
though, that phthisis as understood, is properly charge- 
able with all included under the term Consumption. It 
has even been found an exceedingly convenient hiding- 
place for a host of ailings that prefer another guise; 
there’s a prestige about it, and a protecting character in 
its influence, that cause it to be constantly sought, to 
shield others of not such distinctive favor; hence its 
ranks are always crowded, and it would not be surpris- 
ing, upon due investigation if the discovery were made, 
that like ‘charity,’ it covereth a multitude of sins. 

“The proportion of those said to have died of this 
malady, to the total mortality, will be found to be eley- 
en and a half per cent., or about one-ninth; there is 
little reason, however, to suppose that this disease in 
this city prevails to this extent. There isno other way, 
though, for this department at present, than to receive 
and record the certificates of death as they purport to 
be. 

“The undefined character of the returns, attaches no 
responsibility to the city Inspector; and if more minute 
and correct statements are required, the reform must 
commence elsewhere.” 

In New York a formal certificate from a Physician 
or Coroner of the cause of death is required by the City 
Inspector before an interment or removal of a body can 
take place; still it would seem by the above extracts 
that New York statistics are, in this particular, nearly 
as unreliable as our own. | 

In regard to the greater mortality and less average of 
human life in Boston than in other parts of the State, 
as seen in the Massachusetts Summary ‘Table of Regis- 
tration for 1852, prepared under the superintendence of 
the Secretary of State it is very properly remarked that 
“Tt will be observed that the County of Suffolk shows 
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a considerable proportional mortality when compared 
with other Counties. In this connection it must not be 
forgotten that a large number of deaths in the capital 
arise from the great number of sickly immigrants who 
are constantly arriving, and from the great mortality that 
occurs among the young offspring of. the same class of 
persons, with which the city of Boston abounds. Nor 
must it be forgotten that many sick and infirm persons 
from all parts of the State resort thither for the benefit 
of the munificent public Institutions with which the 
' city is endowed, and others, often as a last hope, for a 
change of medical attendance and systems of treatment. 
Besides these causes, it must be remembered that no 
allowance has been made for the large relative increase 
of population in Suffolk, which has been much greater 
than that in any other County within the Common- 
wealth.” 

It might have been added, that retired Merchants 
and others in advanced age, in very considerable num- 
bers, remove from Boston to close their lives in rural 
residences ; a circumstance favorable to the apparent 
longevity of the Country over the Metropolis. 
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f Death in Boston 


Diseases and Causes o 


1853. 
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DISEASES. 


congestion of, 


cation, 
8Y5 


Poison, . 


ia 


Mortifi 
Small Pox, 


Teething, 


Stomach, inflammation of, 
Tumor, 


Spine, disease of, . 


Lungs, inflammation of, 
Scrofula, 


Hooping cough, 
Heart, disease of, . 
Kidneys, disease of, 


Hip, disease of, 
Hernia, 

Liver, disease of, 
Rheumatism, 
Sun stroke, 
Suffocation, 
Suicide, 


Intemperance, 
Inflammation, 


Hemorrhage . 


Homicide, 
Marasmus, 
Measles, 
Neuralgia, 
Old Age, 
Pleuri 
Palsy, 
Peritonitis, 
Purpura, 
Scurvy, . 
Syphilis, 


Influenza, 
Mania, . 


Gout, 
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VI. Comparative Statement of the Principal Causes of Death 
in Boston in 1850, 1851, 1852 and 1853. 


Accidents, . 
Apoplexy, . ‘ 
Burns and Scalds, 
Bowels, diseases of, 
Brain, diseases of, 
Consumption, 
_, Convulsions, 
Croup, 
Cancer, . 
Cholera tatentoin, P ‘ 
Debility, 
Dropsy, ; 

"0 in the head, 
Drowned, 
Erysipelas, 
Fever, Scarlet, 

« . Typhus, . 

“ Typhoid, . 
Hooping Cough, . 
Heart, disease of, 
Infantile, diseases not defined, 
Liver, disease of, 
Lungs, inflammation of, 
Marasmus, - 
Measles, 
Old Age, 
Palsy, 
Smallpox, . 
Teething, 
Thrush, } 
Various other causes, . 


1850. 


36 
27 
20 
596 
110 
586 
129 
87 
29 
36 
22 
72 
157 
23 
65 
69 
61 


43 


81 
52 
251 
29 
290 
91 
75 
80 
33 
192 


1851. 


69 
32 
17 
421 
96 
669 
131 
86 
19 
75 
22 
52 
158 
38 
33 
50 
88 
82 
o4 
86 
314 
28 
262 
106 
145 
79 
28 
63 
116 
25 
411 


3855 


1852. 


73 
23 
20 
333 
109 
681 
122 
112 
32 
70 
17 
67 
155 
26 
26 
269 
46 
66 
dl 
79 
283 
27 
226 
96 


1853. 
73 
20 
26 

317 
151 
733 
120 
181 


134 


157 


229 
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VII. Showing the DrEatus 1N Boston on each day of the year 
1852, as reported by Funeral Undertakers and others. 
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VIII. Srarement showing the aggregate and average ages of 730 
men who died in 1858, and whose professions and occupations 
were ascertained. 


No, 


10 


_ 
WOWWOMINUORDOAHAOPKRNNW SO 


ite) 


730. 


Profession or Occupation. 


Laborers, 
Mariners, 
Carpenters, . 
Clerks, 
Merchants, . 
Traders, 

Tailors, 
Shoemakers, 
Teamsters, 
Blacksmiths, 
Farmers, 
Gentlemen, . 
Masons, 
Clergymen, . 
Coopers, 
Butchers, 
Barbers, 
Painters, . ‘ 
Cabinet Makers, . 
Printers, ; 
Physicians, . 
Musicians, 


Riggers, 


Tin and Coppersmith ; 


Bakers, 
Stablers, 


Of various occupations, 


Ageregate| Agesranging| Average 


Ages from 

10,738. |. 17 to 79 

9.297 | 16 «77 

1,986 | 22 « 94 

1,481 |.16 “ 76 

1,903 | 27 « 86: 
649 ao “72 

1,148 | 19 “ 68 
557 22 “ 52 
492 19:62 

1,068 | 18 « 74 
157 21 “ 83 
633 43 “ 87 
436 27 “ 66 
124 do © 69 
75 35 “ 40 
157 27 © 1 
153 19 “ 80 
J21 20 “ 50 
505 29 “ 68 
399 Lisfass 
310 34“ 74 
453 28 “ 85 
435 80." 92 
163 20 “ 55 
335 21 OF 
103 26 “ 41 

4,471. | 17 « 78 


31,183 


Ages. 


' Years. 


40.51 
43.66 
46.18 
30.077 
61.06 
43.26 
59.58 
34.81 
50.14 
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IX. Showing the Nativity or ParEentace of the persons who 
died in Boston in 1850, 1851, 1852 and 1853, as nearly as can be 


ascertained. 


1850. 1851. 1852, 1853. 


Amer. |Foreign| Amer. |Foreign| Amer. |Foreign| Amer, |Foreign 
Origin. | Origin. |} Origin. | Origin. | Origin.| Origin. | Origin.| Origin. 


ee ee | 


Boston, - : - 965 939 966 | 1037 881 | 1106 | 1042 | 1345 
Massachusetts, (except 


Boston, ) ~ - 330 - 355 - 335 : 341 - 
Maine, = - 150 - 137 - 134 - 129 - 
New Hampshire, - | 100 . 101 : 93 - 91 - 
Vermont, : - 26 - 32 - 21 - 21 - 
Connecticut, - - 14 - iT : 10 - 8 - 
Rhode Island, - - 18 . 11 - 15 - 13 - 
Middle, Southern and 

Western States, - 77 - 82 - 53 - 57 - 
England,- - - - 49 - 85 . 66 - 75 
Scotland, - . - 22 - 21 - 21 - 20 
Ireland, - - - - 803 - 834 - 803 - 942 
France, : - . 9 + 7 - 7 - 7 
Spain and Foréisal - 2 : 2 : 2 - 2 
Germany and North of 

Europe, : - : 85 . 28 : 56 - 71 
British Am. Provinces, 84 -_ 95 - 86 - 73 
Other Foreign Coun- . 

fries. [can wer 18] « 1s jek WH gM). 24 
AtiBea,t!s bit Bue Salhi R 4 - 2 
Unknown, : - 21 - 29 - 26 - 31 - 


1706 | 1961 | 1733 | 2122 | 1568 | 2168 | 1733 | 2551 
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X. Table exhibiting the number of Duatus in Boston, for the years 
1850, 1851, 1852 and 1853, of different ages, with the percentage of 
each class. 


AGES. 


Under 1, 


1 to 2, 


2 
8 

5 
10 
15 


20 


70 


to 


to 


to 


to 


80 to 


3, 

5; 

10, 
15, 
20, 
30, 
40, 
50, 
60. 
70, 
80, 


90, 


90 to 100, 


Over 100, 


Total, 


2 ee 


SER SR PR SR SR SRE BR PR PR SR SB SF BB 


1850. 1851. 
467 499 
412 436 
239 248 
200 222 
106 115 
88 85 
102 86 
92 92 
90 82 
75 74 
36 35 
32 36 
42 68 
89 71 
228 218 
247 300 
199 205 
170 181 
138 180 
108 111 
99° 99 
76 3 
74 67 
83 80 
(44 46 
64 73 
18 16 
d1 23 
Bis 2 


1852. 


467 
393 


240 
192 


109 
99 
118 
109 
89 
92 
34 
30 
53 
66 


208 
267 


170 © 


199 
165 
112 


93 
87 


88 
94 


18538. 


580 
484 
276 
278 


134 
121 


130 
135 


103 
93 


59 
32 


57 
74 


207 
249 
222 
199 


169 
120 


120 
93 


92 
89 


Totals. 


20138 
1725 


1008 


892 . 


464 
393 
436 
428 
364 
J3d4 
144 
130 
220 
300 


861 
1063 


796 
749 
652 
451 
411 
355 
821 
346 
189 
265 

73 
121 


32 


nn eee 


3,667 8,855 


15,542 


Per cent. 


12.95 
11.10 


6.45 
5.74 


2.99 
2.93 


2.80 
2.76 
2.34 
2.15 


Id 
84 


1.41 
1.93 
5.54 
6.84 
5.12 
4,82 
4.19 
2.90 
2.64 
2.29 
2.07 
2.23 
1.22 
1.70 
0.47 
0.78 


0.07 
0.20 


100.00 
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INTERMENTS. 


The interments of the 4284 persons who died in 
Boston in the year 1853, were as follows :— 


In South Burial Ground, - - - -. 247 


“ Copp’s Hill, Old and New Ground, - - 183 
“¢ Granary Ground, - - - “ ss 26 
“ Chapel Ground and Cemetery, - - i 18 
Central Ground, - . : 3 we MOTO 
“ St. Paul’s Cemetery, - - pe ee Z 12 
“ Trinity Church Cemetery, - - oH as 6 
“ Park Street Cemetery, - - - ‘ 2 


‘ Christ Church Cemetery, - - . a 13 


Total in City proper, - - - - 611 


In South Boston Grounds and Cemeteries, - 283 
“ Kast Boston FS = cc $ 365 
“ ‘Tombs and Graves at City Institutions,  - 333 

Removed directly to places out of the City, - 2692 


Total, = - - - - - - 4284 


During the year about fifty interments have occurred 
in the City proper of persons who died abroad, their 
family tombs being here. 

On the other hand amuch larger number have eR 
or soon will be, removed to arab cemeteries. | 

Notwithstanding the increased number of deaths, 
the number of City Interments have diminished, show- 
ing the continued interest taken by the citizens in pro- 
viding family burial places abroad. 


Ni ORE Te RC ce 
SORA ica a 
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The present Ordinances of the City, in regard to 
burials, are substantially the same as they were many 
years ago, when intramural interments were common 
and removals unfrequent. Although the present sys- 
tem has generally worked well, it is the opinion of 
some that an important change ought to be made, so 
that Undertakers, instead of the City, shall provide 
funeral cars. This subject will probably be brought 
before the City Council for consideration. 

The undersigned, in submitting a Fifth Annual Re- 
port, desires to express to the City Government his 
gratitude for the interest and indulgence extended to 
his imperfect endeavors to promote a useful system of 
Registration. The embarrassments and discourage- 
ments have been many. The labors have been ardu- 
ous; requiring much more service than he has been 
able to accomplish in the prescribed office hours. 

The undersigned bears cheerful testimony to the 
faithfulness and efficiency of William Palfrey, Esq., as 
Permanent Clerk in this Office, and to valuable occa- 
sional aid of Messi%. Abraham W. Blanchard, Elisha 
Vinton and Calvin Whiting. 

It is also due to the Funeral Undertakers to state 
that their general and intelligent co-operation in re- 
porting full particulars of deaths is regarded with much 
satisfaction. 


Respectfully submitted. 
ARTEMAS SIMONDS. 


Ciry Recistrar’s OFFice, 
January 26, 1853. 
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J. H. EASTBURN, CITY PRINTER. 


_ Laid on the table and ordered to] 
van i ey 


REPORT, 


To the Honorable City Council: 


By Ordinance, the City Registrar is required to 
report to the City Council in the month of January, 
annually, “a statement of the number of births, inten- 
tions of marriages entered according to law, of mar- 
riages solemnized, and of deaths recorded during the 
previous year, with such other information and sugges- 
tions in relation thereto, as he may deem useful.” In 
obedience to this requirement, the undersigned has the 
honor to submit the following report :— 


BIRTHS. 


The duty of canvassing the City, in pursuance of the 
objects of this department, was again entrusted to Mr. 
George Adams; under whose supervision the same work 
was so satisfactorily performed the four preceding 
years. 
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In submitting the following tabular statement of the 
result of his labors, Mr. Adams adds :— 

“Tn presenting the annual returns of births in the 
City of Boston for the year 1854, it is gratifying to 
find the canvassing of former years so satisfactorily 
confirmed by this year’s result. ‘The number of births 
in 1854, was 5,688; the number in 1853, was 5,596; 
showing an increase of 92. The average yearly in- 
crease during the last six years has been 124. 

“An abiding interest in regard to the full and 
proper registration of the births of children, seems yet 
to manifest itself among parents.” 
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I. Brrrus registered in Boston in the Year 1854. 


{DIVISIONS. 1 2 3 4 5 6 TOTAL. 
TE ee ees 557 887 342 311 24 2939 
Females, .. . 526 814 279 301 34 2749 
OMe sues oP GIS 1083 1701 621 612 58 5688 
AST | ota t's 12 7 10 4 3 36 

Pp) Ble ele lehel ele |B) 218 wee 

Birthplaces of cs 3) a ) - 3) a 5) a o i o Ila eis oO 

Parents. = 3 = = = = = = = = s 3 $4 $a 
fos] S ios} as} 
Bigia#isaiaisisisigialiel/s fats 

Boston, . . . «| 107| 136) 140) 172) 82| 109| 48) 67| 31) 40) 2 410) 524 
Massachusetts (out 

of Boston), . .| 105) 88| 162) 156; 123) 95] 70) 56) 72) 79} 1] 1 | 533) 475 
Maine, ... .| 69) 78} 54) 83) 37] 63] 34] 48] 53) 64! 1 248 336 
New Hampshire,.| 84] 63) 75) 44! 51] 32] 30) 17] 30 26| 270} 182 
wermout, .. 2 28, 18} 29°16) 11) 17|' 6 1d ss} 5 82) 57 
Connecticut, . . ae 68 8} C4) C4 4; Gn tt 4 21| 26 
Rhode Island,. . a | ae 4 4 1 a SS 19} 23 
Other Amer. States,) 43) 25] 37) 43) 27; 15| 7} 9} 14) 14 3 | 128] 109 
England, .. .| ‘61! 62} 48} 38) 66) 48| 25) 19] 41] 35) 2] 4 | 243) 206 
en vk ekg. 1G. 12) Il; 20; 9 16) 16) 15} 3h 1] 2 8} 57 
Ireland, . .. «| 886) 955) 253) 285 11041127) 302] 314) 246) 246) 33 | 29 ,2824|2956 
France, ... - 6| 1 16) 2 Me -4he 8 6 36]. 7 
Germany &N.Eur.| 52) 33] 153) 133| 63) 60] 19} 18] 25| 18} 8] 8 | 315] 265 
British Provinces, | 61} 53) 27| 24) 46) 60) 21; 18) 50) 56; 5] 5 | 210] 216 
Other Countries,.| 31) 25) 4) 8 5 8 | 3| 1 41} 39 
Unknown, . . 42) 35). 52} 46) 43) 41/ 31) 28 14) 13) 9/11 | 191] 174 

1601 160110761076 1691|1691| 617| 617 609| 609 58 | 58 5652/5652 
RECAPITULATION. 


Other American States. 


New England States. 


Fathers, 1583. 
Mothers, 1623. 


Fathers, 128. 
Mothers, 109. 


Foreign Countries and unknown. 


Fathers, 3941. 
Mothers, 3920. 


Part north of State, Court and Cambridge streets. 

Part west of Washington, south of Court and Cambridge streets. 
. Part east of Washington, south of State street. 

South Boston, except City Institutions. 

. East Boston and Islands. 

. City Institutions at South Boston and Deer Island. 


t No. 1. 
“2. 
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As usual, districts 1, 2, and 3 exhibit the ereatest 
fecundity ; although compared with the previous year, 
the 1st and 3d show a slight decrease. 

There are recorded 36 instances of twin-births. In 
1853, there were 51. | 

There were seven births in a single house in Oliver 
street (3d district), and the same number in one in 
Orange street (2d district). In another house in the 
former street there were five ; while quite a number of 
tenements in the same neighborhood added to the 
population the less imposing numbers of three and four 
each. i 

The following is a comparative statement of the 
Births in the various districts for the last five years :— 


1850. 1851. 1852. 1853, 1854. - 


a es 


In district 1 there were born, - 1618 1632 1549 1656 1612 
* 2 Pe as -' 952 “875 610) Sof eee 


4 3 ay ee - 1716 1574 1646 1728 1701 
° 4 . 4 - 487 553 544 573 #621 
a 5 23 es - 408 594 493 562 612 
4 6 é a - 98 110° 216 9 ie 58 


nn 
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MARRIAGES. 


During the, year the intentions of marriage of 3,329 
couples (in each case one or both parties having been 
represented as residing in Boston) were entered, and 
certificates issued. ‘This number excéeds that issued 
in 1853 by 237. 

Within the same period, 3,128 marriages were re- 
corded, being 473 more than were recorded up to the 
same time in the previous year. 

As usual, the foreign element predominates, in the 
ratio of about 3 to 2; that is, to every two Americans 
who enter wedlock, there are three foreigners who do 
the same. Of the whole number of these last, the 
Irish bear a proportion of nearly 2 to 1. 

Of the males married, 2,422 were actual residents of 
Boston ; 519 resided in other towns in the State, and 
187 belonged to other States. 

Of the females, 2,619 resided in Boston, 415 belonged 
to other towns in the State, and 94 resided out of the 
State. ) 

Included in the above non-residents were 381 couples, 
who received certificates in other towns, or came from 
other States. ‘The previous year there were 334 non- 
resident couples. 

Of the males, 2,717 are first marriages, being nearly 
87 per cent. of the whole number recorded; 368 had 
been married once before; 27 were candidates for 
matrimony a third time; while one enterprising in- 
dividual appears successful in a fourth trial. Of sixteen 
others who came from other towns, with scantily filled 
certificates, no particulars are reported. 

Of the females, 2,819 are first marriages, being a 
little over 90 per cent. of the whole number recorded . 
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284 were widows, and 9 had been twice widowed. 
The condition of 16 is unknown, they having come 
from other towns. 

There were but 20 males married who were under 
20 years of age, and 13 who were over 60. The year 
before there were 62 married under 20 years of age. 

There were 528 females who had not reached their 
twentieth year, being 65 less than the number recorded 
the year before, and making nearly 17 per cent. of the 
whole number; while three above 60 years of age 
were called on to repeat the marriage vows a third 
time. 

The youngest female married was one of 15 years, 
the only one of that age, and 63 of 17. ‘The remainder 
were 18 and upwards. 


Of colored persons, there were 28 males and 26 


females married; two of the former marrying white 
females. - 

Registrars and Town Clerks are forbidden to issue 
certificates to males under 21 years of age, and to 
females under 18, without the consent of their parents 
or guardians, if any such reside within the State. 
Attempts are often made by persons not of legal age 
to obtain marriage certificates; doubtless some are 
successful, by misrepresenting their ages. The utmost 
care, however, is taken to guard against imposition ; 
and in no doubtful case have the precautions enjoined 
by the statute been dispensed with. 


As a general thing, clergymen are mindful of the. 


duty enjoined on them by law, requiring them to 


return to this office on or before the 10th day of each 


“month, the certificates of such marriages as they have 
solemnized the preceding month. A few have not 
been as prompt as could have been wished, and some 
inconvenience has been experienced in consequence. 


o> 
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MORTALITY OF THE YEAR. 


By referring to the Table of “ Causes of Death in 
Boston,” it will be seen that a large number of the 
deaths are ascribed to ‘ Disease of the Bowels,” ‘ Dis- 
ease of the Brain,’ &c.; terms which really furnish no 
other information than that the cause of death existed 
in those parts. This vagueness in the record is con- 
sequent upon the present methed of reporting deaths. 

Funeral undertakers are required to ascertain and 
report the following particulars concerning all whose 
funerals they superintend: viz., name of the deceased, 
date of death, age, street and number where death 
occurred, sex, married or single, occupation, place of 
birth, parents’ names, cause of death, &c. Most of 
these particulars are easily obtained; but often it is 
found impossible to ascertain anything more definite 
concerning the disease, or cause of death, than that it 
is “of the bowels,” or “the brain,” as the case may be. 
Sometimes the age of the deceased person cannot be 
learned, for the best of all reasons, that none of his 
friends know it; and it is frequently very doubtful 
whether, if he were alive, the matter would be in a 
more satisfactory condition. The unreliability of the 
reports in these two particulars,—cause of death and 
age, of course greatly lessens the value of the statistics 
connected with them. In New York, it is made the 
duty of physicians to report the particulars above - 
named; and an examination of the able and elaborate 
Reports of the City Inspector will show, that so far as 
the specification of the exact cause of death is con- 
cerned, the system pursued there is more satisfactory 
than ours can be. 
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Lhe difficulty of obtaining reliable reports in the 
way now prescribed by statute, may be seen by the 
statement of a single fact—one of several that occurred 
last year. An undertaker belonging to a neighboring 
city reported the death of a child as follows :—“ Julia 
, aged 5 mos. 16 days, daughter of Richard and 
Alice, died of Inflammation of the Lungs, buried at 
Cambridge,” &c. ‘Two days afterwards, another out of 
town undertaker reported that “John, aged 6 mos., son 
of Richard and Alice, died of Dropsy in the Head,— 
buried at Dorchester,” &c. The two reports referred 
to the same child, and the explanation is:—The first 
undertaker was engaged to inter the child at Cam- 
bridge, and he reported it as above stated. Subse- 
quently, the father changed his mind in reference to 
the place of burial, and the report of the other under- 
taker was the result. The difference in the two reports 
in regard to the sex, and cause of death of the child, 
was doubtless owing to the unintelligent sources of 
their information. 

Sometimes returns very gravely state, that A or B 
died of “ fits.’ Investigation has shown that said 
“ fits’ were delirium tremens, convulsions, or apoplexy. 
No amount of guessing, certainly, could determine 
which it should be. 

It will thus be seen, that statistics “‘ coming in such 
a questionable shape,” must necessarily be more or less 
unreliable. It is hoped, therefore, that the City Coun- 
cil will deem the subject a matter worthy of considera- 
tion, and adopt some method by which the defect may 
be remedied. 

The Tables herewith submitted, show that 4,441 
persons died in the City of Boston during the year 
1854; an increase of mortality over that of the pre- 
ceding year of only 157. Deducting from this number 
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all that died from external causes, such as casualties 
&c., which amounted to 180, there remain but 4,261 
that died from disease alone. 

The aggregate ages of those that died, amount to 
93,303 years, averaging 21 years to each individual. 

The number of males that died is 2,294. Their 
ageregate ages amount to 45,816 years, averaging 19.97 
years to each. 

The number of females that died is 2,147. Their 
aggregate ages amount to 47,487 years, averaging 22.11 
years to each, and showing a difference in their favor 
over the males of about two years. 

During the year there died 601 married males, being 
26.19 per cent. of all the males that died; and 84 
widowers, being 3.66 per cent. 

Of married fehiele} 528 are reported, being 24.59 
per cent. of the whole number of females that died; 
and 258 widows, being a little more than 3 to 1 over 
the number of males of the same condition, and com- 
prising 12 per cent. of the whole number of females 
that died. 

Seventy-eight colored persons are reported as having 
died ; their united ages amount to 1,857 years, averag- 
ing 25 years to each person, being a difference in their 
favor of nearly 4 years each over the whites. 

The aggregate ages of the colored males amount to 
882 years, averaging 21 years to each, being one year 
in their favor over the white males. 

The united ages of the colored females amount to 
975 years, averaging 27 years to each person, and being 
dD years in favor of colored over white females. 

Of colored males under one year, four are reported ; 
colored females, 6. From 1 to 5, 14 ee and 7 
females. 

But 4 colored persons are reported to have died of 
cholera; 2 males, and 2 females. 


1855.) 


The deaths in the various districts are 


In District 1 there died - - 
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13 
s follows :— 

- 1261 

- 769 

- 1204 

Pe aaa 34 
e862 

~ OES 

~ 108 

| 4441 


It will be remembered that districts 1 and 3 embrace 
the North end, and the neighborhood of Sea, Cove, and 
Broad Streets, and the locality known as *“ Fort Hill,” 
places that contain the great bulk of our foreign-born 


population. 


A comparison of the deaths with the births, for the 
last five years, according to the above districts, may be 
of interest to consider in this connection: 


1853, {1854. }1850. 


1656 
974 
1728 
073 
062 
103 


“ Births. 
A | 1850..| 1851. | 1852. 
1 | 1618 | 1632 | 1549 
2 952 875 961 
8 | 1716 | 1574 | 1646 
4 487 553 544 
5 408 | 594 |. 493 
6 98 110 116 
7 
5279 | 5338 | 5308 


5596 |5688 {3667 


|} 708 


Deaths. 


1851. 


1045 


979 
313 
281 
433 

96 


3855 


1852. RA I 


| 


a a ey 


1007|1125 1261 
608| 821 769 
1082/1138 1204 
322| 371) 425 
276| 338 362 
361| 409 312 

80| 82 108 


—- -——_—. 


3736/4284 4441 


It will thus be seen, that since 1850 the excess of 
births over deaths has been gradually diminishing. In 
1850, the excess was 1,612; in 1851, it was 1,483; in 
1852, it was 1,572; in 1853, it had decreased to 1,312; 
and in 1854 it was reduced to 1,247. 
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III. Showing the Deatus 1n Boston on each day of the year 
1854, as reported by Funeral Undertakers and others. 
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The following table, exhibiting the principal causes 
of death, during the last six years, and the birthplaces 
and parentage of those who died in 1854, presents the 
record of mortality in an interesting light. In all esti- 
mates connected with the mortuary statistics of Boston, 
a city that contains a foreign-born population nearly 
equal to that of the native-born, the consideration of 
the fact of parentage should not be omitted. The 
localities that the former occupy, together with their 
habits, &c., justify the exhibition in this distinct form :— 


1849, 1850, |1851. |1852. ia 1854. |Native. |Foreign "is pl 
Accidents, - ° - | 64 | 36 | 69 | 73 | 73 | 68 15 41 12 
Apoplexy, - : 22 | 27 | 32 | 23 | 20 | 36 24 12 
Bowels, inflammation of, 53 | 62 | 68 |LI7 | 84 | 52 23 18 1] 
_ disease of, - 264 |141 |145 | 41 | 39 | 48 16 7 25 
Brain, inflammation of, - | 15 | 31 | 45 | 47 | 58 | 59 26 20 13 
“congestion of, - | 25 | 15 | 20 | 25 | 38 | 66 25 7 34 
‘* disease of, - - | 50 | 45 | 31 | 37 | 55 | 40 29 6 5 
Cholera, + - - 611 l 5 261 88 | 187 36 
*“ morbus, - -/|47| 7/15] 11 | 383 /| 23 10 6 7 
“ infantum, - - | 69 | 36 | 75 | 70 |134 | 82 39 1 42 
Consumption, - + 644 586 \669 681 733 |752 | 281 | 482 39 
Convulsions, = ~ - | 86 /129 |133 |122 {120 [156 26 8 122 
Croup, - - - | 72 | 87 | 87 |112 {181 (145 62 4 79 
Debility, - e - | 39 | 22 | 22 17 | 17 | 48 15 33 
Dropsy, : - - | 74 | 72 | 52 | 67 | 74 | 69 30 34 5 
“ inhead, - © 157 (157 (158 |155 |157 (166 60 5 101 
Diseases, infantile, - 828 (251 |316 |283 318 |294 82 212 
“ puerperal, - | 72 | 38 | 44 | 47 | 60 \58 7 51 
Diarrheea, - * - 1118 | 48 | 56 | 56 | 32 | 54 21 20 13 
Dysentery, - > - 277 |136 |132 |113 [129 |149 40 64 45 
Drowned, - . - | 31 | 23 | 38 | 26 | 30 | 44 
Erysipelas, - : - | 59 | 65 | 33 | 26 | 32 | 30 21 8 1 
- Fever, typhus, - - |119 | 61 | 88 | 46 | 44 | 38 12 26 
“ typhoid, - - | 30 | 43 | 82 | 66 | G7 | 64 42 20 3 
“  scariet, ° - 1817-|-69 | 50 |269 |229 | 65 29 8 28 
Heart, disease of, - «| 82 | 52 | 86 | 79 | 7 83 389 36 8 
Hooping cough, - - | 86 | 8L | 54] 51 | 64 | 56 18 3 35 
Intemperance, - -| 15 | 12] 17 | 22 | 28 | 45 15 30 
Liver, disease of, - - | 16 | 29 | 28 | 27 | 26 | 38 14 22 2 
Lungs, inflammatio n of,- |113 (290 |262 |226 245 |260 | 106 60 94 
Marasmus, - - - | 79 | 91 |106 | 96 |130 |106 56 16 34 
Measles, - - - 2:9 | 75 |145 | 29 |144 |136 34]. 9 93 
Old age, - - - | 95 | 80 | 79 | 78 | 98 | 84 49 35 
Palsy, - > - - | 27 | 33 | 28 | 39 | 45 | 43 23°) ., 49 1 
Pleurisy, ~ - | 25/17 | 20 | 24 | 36 | 41 7 32 2 
Scrofula, - ~ - | 19 8 | 13 | 26: | 22; 27 13 6 8 
Small pox, - « - | 21 {192 | 63 | 12 6 118 43 32 43 
Teething, - - + 161 108 116 |137 |196 /181 31 3 147 
Thrush, ~ - - | 30 | 36 | 25 | 28 | 32 | 38 32 1 5 
wo s+ « 1458 | 1993 | 1805 
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It will be seen by the foregoing statement, that from 
only seven diseases—viz. Apoplexy, Disease of the 
Brain, Erysipelas, Old Age, Palsy, Thrush, and Typhoid 
Fever,—was the mortality among native-born persons 
greater than among foreigners and their children, united. 
The great disparity between the deaths of foreigners 
and Americans from Disease of Bowels, Congestion of 
Brain, Cholera, Consumption, Convulsions, Croup, De- 
bility, Dropsy in the Head, Infantile Diseases, Dysen- 
tery, Hooping Cough, Inflammation of the Lungs, 
Marasmus, Measles, Teething, and Puerperal diseases, 
is most striking and suggestive. 

As usual, Consumption appears as the prime destroyer, 
—numbering 752 as its victims,—an increase of 19 
over the number of any previous year, being nearly 17 
per cent., or one-sixth of the whole number of deaths. 
The deaths of Irish males and females, and American 
females, are very nearly equal; while those of each 
class are very nearly double those of American males. 
Of the foreign-born that died of Consumption, 400 were 
Trish (including 30 children of Irish parents), 14 En- 
glish, 10 Germans, 6 Scotch, and 31 were born in the 
British Provinces. 


Of Cholera, 261 cases are reported. The first death — 


in Boston from this malady occurred on the 10th of 
June, in Fleet street. The victim was an Irish laborer. 
By referring to the foregoing table, it will be seen that 
only 88 of those who died of Cholera were born here, not 
including 36 children of foreign parents, being about 1 
to 6, compared with foreigners and their children. An 
examination of the localities to which the disease was 
mostly confined, will give to this great disparity a 
striking significance. 

There were but few cases in which the predisposing 
cause could not be easily traced to filthy and ill-venti- 
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lated dwelling-places, to gross personal habits, or to 
imprudence in diet. Considering the character of Sea, 
Cove, Broad, Ann, and similar crowded streets and 
lanes at the North end, it is not strange that the dis- 
ease should have swept off, in many cases, four mem- 
bers of the same family. ‘The wonder is that, dwelling 
together in such numbers, and manifesting such a 
lamentable want of judgment in their mode of living, 
and disregard of personal cleanliness, more victims from 
this class of our population were not found. However 
Cholera may be controlled or affected by medical treat- 
ment, one thing is certain,—its greatest fatality was 
seen in conjunction with impurities, which involves the 
conviction, that where cleanliness and propriety in 
habits prevail, comparative impunity from the effects of 
the scourge may be reasonably anticipated. Of the 
foreigners who died of Cholera, 175 were born in Ire- 
land, 5 in Germany, 5 in the British Provinces, one in 
England, and one in Scotland. 

Of the 58 deaths from Puerperal diseases, only seven 
were of persons born in America. This fact is an in- 
teresting one, and shows that American women are 
either less delicate and frail than foreign tourists love 
to represent them, or that they are more careful and 
prudent before and subsequent to parturition than for- 
eign-born women. 

The uniformity in the number of several of the dis- 
eases for the five years is remarkable,—Debility, Dropsy, 
and Dropsy in the Head being the most notable in- 
stances. 
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1855.] 


Previous to 1853, the published reports do not indi- 


cate the sex of stillborn infants in Boston. 


favor of the former period :— 


In 1849 there were born 
“ 1 850 (74 6c 
“ 1 85 1 “ “ 
oe 1 852 (74 “ 


“ 1853 74 
“ 1854 “ 
Decrease 


By an analysis of Table 


following facts :— 


Whole number of deaths, 4,441. 


Under 1 year, there died 


1 to 5 years, 


5tol10 « 
10tols « 
15 to20 « 
20 to 30. 
30to 40 « 
40to50 «“ 
50 to 60 
60 to 70 « 
70to80 “ 
80to90 « 


90 and upwards, 


One of these last was a female of 102 years of age,— 


“ 


Male. 


- 


V., we shall ascertain the 


Female. Unknown. 


Of these, 
982, being 22.11 per cent. 


965, 
183, 
82, 
152, 
583, 
560, 
366, 
205, 
190, 
116, 
50, 
7, 


2 
2 
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Comparing 
the number of those born during the last three years, 
with those of the three preceding years, it will be seen, 
from the following, that there is a difference of 57 in 


50 
56 


236—-742 


2 


21.72 
4.12 
1.84 
3.42 

13.12 

12.6 
8.24 
4.61 
4.27 
2.61 
1.12 

15 


the only centenary death during the year. 


A comparison of the above statement with the per- 
centage of each class of those that died in 1853, may 
be properly introduced here, as it exhibits considerable 


21 
9 


276——85 


d7 
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variation in the two records concerning the same 
classes :-— 


Whole number of deaths in 1853, 4,284. Of these, 


Under 1 year, there died - 1064, being 24.83 per cent. 
1 to 9 years, a - 1074,' ©. 9250 ae 
Ome TD oT AD ce -; 1L06/n4 4.5T nF 

10to15 “« Nee phy td hig Taboos 1,685,273 

ES ro 4 Ye - 131, “ S005 

20to 30 - 456, © Iie 

30 to 40 & ve Dy fe - 421, « 9.92 - eae 

40 to 50 « ee he - 289, “> Ree eee 

50 to 60 « la - 218,.\%. se 

60 to 70 « Be cht - 181, 4 Sage ee 

70 to 80 es Blob - 116/07 ee z 

60.10.90  “ mee ee - 68, .:“pice eee 

90 and upwards, “~ - - 3,°a° oak. Re 


Of those that died under 1 year, in 1854, 330 were 
of American parents, 641 of foreign parents (being 
nearly 2 to 1 compared with the former), and 11 were 
unknown. Of those that were between 1 and 5, 288 
were of American parents, and 677 of foreign parents, 
—being considerably more than 2 to 1 in favor of 
children of native-born parents. Some years ago the 
notion was quite prevalent, that those children whose 
homes might be properly considered to be the streets, 
and whose hands and faces rarely betrayed any close 
intimacy with soap and water, were far more healthy 
than those whose parents were accustomed to insist on 
a liberal application of water to person and raiment. 
That notion is not yet extinct, as the following extract 
from a journal, published in August last, will show. 
The writer is a physician:— A clear examination of 
the subject, we doubt not, would show that it is chiefly 
among those who are surrounded with all the comforts, 
and, in many instances, with the luxuries which riches 
command, that infantile diseases find their most numer- 
ous and unresisting victims.” However true the fore- 
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going remark may be in regard to other portions of the 
country, it is certainly not true of Boston, as the death 
of the above 641 children, under one year of age (who 
will not be considered as having been surrounded “with 
the luxuries which riches command”), will testify. 
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VII. Showing the AGGREGATE AND AVERAGE AGezs of 796 men 


who died in 1854, whose professions and occupations were ascer- 


tained. 
No. | Profession or Occupation. Fr be a rae 
Years. 
408 | Laborers - - -| 16 to78 15,969 39.138 
62 | Mariners - - =} 16:4. 78 2,245 36.20 
41 | Clerks t - a Le &. 72 1,222 29.80 
35 | Carpenters St Aah TT 1,568 44.8 
31_| Tailors - - =| 19.“ 65 ‘1,126 36.32 
26 | Merchants - =).22 “-89 1,238 47.61 
19 | Teamsters - =| 21. 65 702 36.94 
19 Traders - - =a} 24% 72 849 44.68 
17 | Painters - - ll ery y ey pl 750 44.11 
15 | Machinists - -} 18 © 70 524 34.93 
15 Printers - - at 2h: ©2778 498 33.2 
14 | Blacksmiths - ot van 78 564 4(),.28 
16 | Shoemakers - et dB © G5 670 41.87 
12 |Masons - = «| 19° 74 575 47.91 
10 | Gentlemen - -| 28 “ 76 605 60.5 
8 | Physicians - -| 34 “ 79 418 52.25 
6 | Coopers - - -| 35 “ 57 292 48.66 
6 | Cabinet Makers ~} 22 « 94 281 46.83 
6 | Ship Carpenters -| 30 “ 80 320 53.33 
6 | Grocers - : =| 27 «84 295 49.16 
5 | Tinsmiths - - -| 19 “ 38 151 30.2 
4 | Barbers - ~ Pg) ie Wy a i | 174 43.5 
4 | Bakers - ~ ef QE «85 118 29.5 
4 | Stonecutters - a} Bb .59 175 43.75 
4 | Farmers - - =| 16 “ 81 241 60.25 
3 | Clergymen - -| 53 © 68 182 60.66 
796 31,752 


rr re er 


39.88 


—) 
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It will be seen that 408 laborers are recorded as 
having died, being 9.18 per cent. of the whole number 
of deaths. Their average age was 39.13 years. The 
large mortality among this class is an impressive com- 
mentary on their mode of living, and indicates that the 
competency of their physical organization to resist dis- 
ease is more apparent than real. The Irish laborer is 
often referred to as affording a good specimen of a 
healthy organization. The above result shows, at the 
least, that the most rugged, and apparently the strongest: 
physical constitutions are no match in a contest with 
exposure, fetid atmospheres, or chronic uncleanness. 

Those who attained to the greatest average age, of 
the professions above specified, were clergymen ; show- 
ing very clearly that “the cloth” cannot complain that 
as much of life is not seen by them as falls to the lot 
of any other class. ‘Their average age is 60.66. 

Farmers, who have ever been a favored class in re- 
spect to longevity, come next, and show an average of 
60.25. 

Bakers appear in the most unfavorable light in this 
year’s table, reaching to an average age of only 29.9, 
while clerks are but a little beyond them. 

Printers, who somehow or other are regarded gener- 
ally as avery short-lived race, reach 33.2,—certainly 
not the lowest, by three, in the above list. 

Ten gentlemen reach the average age of 60.5, show- 
ing, probably, that ease and comfort, after a life of toil 
_ and industry, are perfectly compatible with continued 
existence. 

On the whole, the result indicated in the above table 
is not favorable, compared with that of the preceding 
year. ‘There is a diminution in the average age of the 
ageregate classes, from 42.71 years in the latter, to 
39.88 in the former. 
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INTERMENTS. 


The places of interment of those who died in Boston 
during the year are the following :— 


City Proper. . Out of Town. 
Central Ground (Common) - 188 | Cambridget - = - = 1245 
Charter street Cemetery * - - 21 | Charlestownt -~— - - - 136 
Copp’s Hill (old & new ae 127 | Deer Island sic) ie . - 168 
Granary Ground*~ - - 1 | Dorchestert - - = 3864 
King’s Chapel Ground* = - 3 | Forest Hills Cemetery « .i0) TR 
Park street Cemetery * - + 1 | Mount Auburn Cemetery - - 200 
South Ground (on the Neck) - 304 | Mount Hope e - - 30 
St. Paul’s Cemetery* - — - - 4 | Rainsford Island © i pie ee 
Roxbury ¢ - : : oe Ae 
South Boston. Watertownt - = = «= 205 
Woodlawn Cemetery - «Pee 
est Fi ithe HH oe ae ts Other places in the State - - 812 
ee Ss Aer » | Places out of the State --  - 152 
Roman Catholic Ground *f - 202 | Dionog Ree 2 q 9 
St. Matthew’s Remicieny * - 22 Ses 
Amon Ground |“ - + 18 | Total Interments out of Boston - 3078 
East Boston. 
City Ground ie in - - 454 
Jews’ Ground - - - = Il 


Total Interments in the City, 1363 


Interments are no longer allowed in the places 
marked by an asterisk (*). A few bodies, however, 
have been temporarily deposited in the Copp’s Hill 
Ground, by special permission of his Honor the Mayor, 
with the understanding that such bodies should be re- 
moved the coming spring ; and a few have been allowed 
to be deposited in the Roman Catholic ground at South 


Boston. The places marked by an obelisk (+) are. 


Roman Catholic cemeteries. 

It will be seen that the South and the Central 
grounds are the only places in the city proper where 
interments are allowed. The Union ground and the 
Hawes’ ground, at South Boston, are the only places 
that remain for that portion of the city, and the space 
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they can afford is very incdnsiderable. _The ground at 
Kast Boston is used principally for the burial of the 
city poor, and of those of limited means, to whom the 
ground is furnished gratuitously by the city. 

The foregoing tabular statement shows that a little 
over 69 per cent. of those that died were conveyed out, 
of the city for interment, being an increase on the 
number similarly disposed of the preceding year of 
about 6 per cent. 

During the year there were removed from the various 
burial places in the city, for re-interment elsewhere, 
212 bodies. At the same time there were brought into 
the city the bodies of 110 persons, who had died in 
other places. 


FUNERAL CARS. 


In no city in the Union are funerals conducted with 
more propriety and decorum than in Boston. The 
bodies of all persons of ten years and upwards, when 
buried within the city, must be conveyed to the grave 
in hearses, owned by the city, for which a fee of one 
dollar is charged, to be paid by the undertaker, who 
collects it of those employing him. This regulation 
was adopted evidently to ensure decorum and propriety 
in the arrangement of funerals, and uniformity in the 
mode of conveying the dead to their places of sepulture. 
Formerly but few of those that died in Boston were 
-buried elsewhere; but now, when there are but few 
intramural interments,—and soon there will be none, 
—this uniformity in appearance (except in regard to 
burials in the city) is no longer preserved. 

Within the past year several undertakers have pur- 
chased funeral cars, which they use to convey the dead 
to neighboring cemeteries. ‘These cars are of a more 
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costly and showy character than those belonging to 
the city, and are invariably chosen by the friends of 
the deceased in preference to the latter. - Several more 
of these private cars are now in course of construction, 
so that there will be, within a few weeks, a greater 
number in use than are now owned by the city; and, 
taking into consideration that intramural interments 
will, in all probability, entirely cease at no distant day, 
it may not be improper for the undersigned to direct 
the attention of the City Council to the subject. ‘The 
present indications are, that with the closing of the 
city burial places, the cars belonging to the city will 
be thrown out of use, except in the burial of the poor, 
for which purpose two are amply sufficient. In such a 
contingency, a continuance of the present regulation 
concerning the conveyance of the dead, will of course 
involve the continued expense of the care of the city 
hearses, without being relieved by a corresponding in- 
come. 


BURIAL GROUNDS AS PLACES OF RESORT. 


For many years the burial ground on Washington 
street and that on Copp’s Hill have been opened, at 
certain seasons, for the accommodation of those who 
desired to visit them. ‘To render these places more 
attractive, they have from time to time been adorned 
with flowers and shrubbery, until they are now favorite 
places of resort with the inhabitants of either end of — 
the city. During last summer, the ground on the 
Common, the Granary, and the King’s Chapel Ground 
were likewise opened on the Sabbath, after church 
hours, to the expressed gratification of many who visited 
them, ‘The chief attraction of these latter places are 
the ancient tombstones still standing there, with their 
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quaint epitaphs. Measures have already been taken 


‘to repair the monuments in the Chapel Ground the 


coming spring, and to adorn the place with flowers 
and shrubbery, so as to render it an ornament to that 
part of the city. 


Perhaps it is the duty of the undersigned to state 


that complaints have been made by persons residing in 


the vicinity of the South Ground in relation to inter- 


ments there. During the summer months, the efiluvia 
proceeding from some of the tombs have been extremely 
offensive, so as to produce great discomfort and annoy- 
ance to those residing in the vicinity. As the tombs 
are all above ground, and are continually being opened 
for the reception of bodies, it is impossible to prevent 
the annoyance alluded to unless interments are for- 
bidden there. Should this last measure be adopted, 
the suggestion of his Honor the Mayor, in his Inau- 
gural, would be worthy of consideration,—viz., to remove 
the bodies deposited there to other cemeteries, or sink 
the tombs beneath the surface of the earth, and substi- 
tute an iron railing for the gloomy wall that now 
encloses the ground. 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 


City Registrar's Office, January 29, 1855. 
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In Common Council, Jan. 31, 1856. 
Sent up. | , | , 
OLIVER STEVENS, President. 


In Board of Aldermen, Feb. 4, 1856. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Attest, SAML F. McCLEARY,~ 
City Clerk. 


REPORT. 


To tHe Honorasie Crry Counciz: 


The City Registrar respectfully asks to submit his 
Annual Report, together with such observations as 
seem to him worthy of attention. 

‘It is a matter for congratulation, that the subject of 
Registration is receiving so much of popular attention. 
Its importance is appreciated not only by men of learn- 
ing and ability, to whose labors its present elevated 
position is indebted, but it is becoming more and more 
understood by all classes, and its just value will, ere 
long, it is hoped, be generally acknowledged. 

In no part of the country have Vital, or Mortality 
Statistics, been regarded with so much favor as in Mas- 
sachusetts; and by no State has so much been done to 
ensure exactness in all their details. The various Re- 
ports on the subject, emanating from the State depart- 
ment, possess a value not equaled by those of any 
other State, and reflect great credit on their authors. 
Tn these Reports, the advantages to be derived from a 
perfect system of Registration, by all classes of the com- 
munity, have frequently been set forth, and need only 
to be properly considered to receive general assent. 

The Annual Reports of the City Registrar are de- 
signed, not only to apprise the City Council of what 
has been accomplished in his department the preceding 
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year, but to present the facts coming within his reach, 
in such a shape as to commend them to public atten- 
tion. Those issued under the supervision of the late 
City Registrar have be2n regarded with much favor by 
those who have consulted them, and who appreciate 
the labor that is required to furnish a document of this 
character, and even of such brief dimensions. The 
same general features which characterized these Re- 
ports, have been preserved in those of his successor, 
who has endeavored to ensure accuracy in his state- 
ments, and to present those facts which have seemed 
to him justly entitled to public attention. With these 
few general remarks, the following statements, and ob- 
servations thereon, are pete submitted for a 
consideration. 

Copies of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths in the 
City of Boston during the year 1855, duly certified, 
have been forwarded to the office of the Secretary of 
State, as the law requires. 


BIRTHS. 


The duty of canvassing the City for the Births 
during the year, was again entrusted to Mr. George 
Adams, under whose supervision it has been pon rae 
and intelligently performed. 

The annexed Table presents an increase at 128 births 
over the number collected the preceding year, which 


corresponds very nearly with the average increase of 


the last six years. 
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I. Birrus registered in Boston in the Year 1855. 


DIVISIONS.* 1 2, | 3 4 5 6 TOTAL. 
Males, - - - - 897 531 865 362 325 25 3005 
Females, - - - - 791 492 834 829 334 31 2811 
Total, - - - -| 1688 1023 1699 691. |. 659 56 5816 
Twins, 23 Gu! 2 50 

ajeilei/eiegi/fi/a\/f2la|/fzie/eiseLe 

Birthplaces of Parents. 3 2 3 2 8 2 3 3 3 2 3 E 35 ‘3 E 

~ ~~ ~_ 7 he . co + 

3 £ a St ae cS | a) Ss bee) S sh s 

ee BJ/Z Ie /ale alee le |e | ey 
Boston, - - | 118) 124 103) 142) 74; 72). 46) 58 25) 3 3 369, 430 
Massachusetts (out of ‘ 

Boston), - - -| 119} 94 150; 140) 84) 67] 60) 49 54 58 467| 408 
Maine, - - >| 83 96 65| 74| 35 50| 43] 41 59} 68} 3 1) 288, 330 
New Hampshire, - =| 88] 59| 74 57) 389) 80; 23) 21) 27] 22 1} 251! 190 
Vermont, - - - =) 36) BL) 29) 17) 17; 18}. 10) .10;- | 7 1 i 89, 62 
Connecticut, - - - 4 4 9 5 4). - GO) Seg * ores 26) 23 
Rhode Island, - - - 2 5} 7 14 a) lay? Fe9i<" 8 13) 28 
Other American Biatos, -| 43; 21) 47; 59} 24) 20 SF 6; 14). 35 3 1} 134! 122 
England, - - - 9} 43) 45) 38) 51) 84} 23) 27, 41) 22 2 1} 221) 165 
Scotland, - - #- are ole Liye) 10)}+ 15-9)’ 14 18 15 1 2) 78) 59 
Ireland, - - - -| 9241030, 253) 25811431198) 396) 405 271) 303) 82) 87/8019 8231 
France, - - - 7 2 9 15) 11 5 3 : ee! 1 34, 23 
_ Spain and Portugal, ae | ae age | 1 1 4 4 
Germany & N. of Europe, | 63) 32 124) 111) 89| 76 25) 22 42) 31} 3] 1) 346) 273 
British Am. Provinces, -| 56) 74 29) 35) 46) 55) 19) 13 69) 69) 2 6) 221} 252 
Other Foreign Commies, i a A | ee 4 1} 54) 29 
Unknown, - 88, 34 40, 33| 87) 31} 14) 14 18) 20) 95) 5) 152) 137 

4 1677 1677 1014 10141676 1676 686 686 657 657' 56' 56 '5766 5766 


© 1. North of State, Court, and Cambridge Streets. 
2. West of Washington, south of Court and Cambridge Streets. 
3. Hast of « «« State Street. 
4, South Boston, except City Institutions. 
5, East Boston and Islands. 
6, City Institutions at South Boston and Deer Island. 


The six divisions in the foregoing Table are arbitrary 
ones, and are simply adopted as a convenient form in 
which to set forth the facts therein contained. 
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The following statement shows the number of births 
in each ward, with their ratio to the population of the 
same :— 


Wards. Population. Births. Ratio. 
LPS ams bo Cera pt, ae aS 764 as 1 to 25.21 
eben ek re £000 \.b tee 715 8 1) 22.52 
peek ieae eran ISAO oe snes 469 ‘* ] 28.09 
RS TN Ne no TiO cheeee 123 “ 1  -64.32 
Sy tinadeineitn nin ceil i | 340 * 1 * 30.67 
Go, Oa. LEAS LL GO2. NV GLE 266 “ 1 * 48.60 
rarer ic aces: ory sal maieranen ead T6041 ¢* 24.67 
LSPs cee LOA tee oe ee: 434 6 ] 29.24 
LSP RRL PRTEE Wt SOI ie 808 * 1 * 80.97 
RAR © ak a8 © 12,5BB).o. a. Pee 445 “ 1 % 28.20 
SURE BRORS 52 132642 | See G11. fe) 1? PZ 
eae! Eick. ULI he oe 17,08 Le 5.5% haere GL Seri + Base 


162,748 5,816 


The foregoing statement indicates that the births in 
Boston the last year, were in the ratio of 1 to every 
27.98 of the population. The greatest. number of 
births occurred in Ward 1, but the greatest comparative 
productiveness was in Ward 2, (East Boston, ) where the 
births were as 1 to 22.32 of its population. The ward 
second in productiveness is the 7th, which produced | 
one birth to 24.57 of its population. Ward 4 exhibits 
the greatest comparative sterility, by furnishing one 
birth only to 64.32 of its residents. 

There were 29 births of colored children—15 males 
and 14 females—being 1 to 76.55 of the colored popu- 
lation. 

There were fifty instances of twin births. In twenty- 
one of these, both children were boys; in eleven, both 
were girls; and in the remaining eighteen, a boy and 
a girl in each case. Nine pairs of the twins were the 
children of American parents, and twenty-seven pairs 
belonged to Irish parents. 
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It will be seen, that 50.30 per cent., or more than 
half of the births, were children of Irish parents, while 
only 24.34 per cent. belonged to American parents. 
The number of instances in which one parent.only was 
native born is 417,—7.16 per cent. of all the births. 


Il. Showing the Nativity oF THE Parents or THE CuIL- 
DREN born in Boston in 1855. 


| Males. | Females. | Totals. 


_ Both parents born in the United States.......... 753 .| 663 1416 
One in the U. 8. and one in the Br. Am. Provinces, 65 65 130 
we I LOSS 0) 0) rr 133 15 287 
Both in the British American Provinces.......... 60 45 105 
One, i ‘« Am. Proy. and one in Europe.. 78 61 139 
ge lapel i ad oe a et 34 50 84. 
SNARES oh. plein oso oSelsi a so ols eles 19 8 27 
a a 1497 1429 2926 
EES LT a 122 |, 113 235 

«¢ ~“ Other European countries (unmixed “).... 24 26 50 
Hae hh (ME ou) $6 (mixed f)...... 136 _ 132 . 268 
SP OROMUUMEUOWE. 0, ote eee c ces ere cnn’ 9 12 21 
Both parents unknown.......... mi dede Rte ot ‘75 53 128 
5816 


© This term denotes, that both of the parents in each case were born in the same coun- 
try. + This, that both of the parents were born in different countries. 
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MARRIAGES. 

During the past year, the Intentions of Marriage of 
8,061 couples were entered, a decrease of 268 from 
the number entered the previous year. To the present 
date, the number of marriages recorded that were sol- 
emnized in 1855, is 2,855—273 less than the number 
recorded the previous year. 

Of the males, 1,159 were born in the United States, 


making 40.60 per cent. of the whole number; 1,110. 


were born in Ireland, being 38.88 per cent.; while 
other foreign places claim the percents. 20. 52 per 
cent. 

Of the females, 1,117 were born in America, making 
39.12 per cent. of all that were married; 1,239 were 
born in Ireland, constituting 43.40. per cent.; the re- 
mainder being made up of females born in other foreign 
places. 

The residence of 2,196 of the males at. the time of 
marriage was Boston; 480 belonged to other towns in 
the State; and 179 came from places out of the State. 


Of the females, 2,373 resided in Boston; 384 be- | 
longed to other towns in the State; and 98 were sought — 


for beyond the limits of the Commonwealth. 

The number of non-resident couples, who either dwelt 
in other towns in the State, or came from other States 
to be married here, was 524. 


Included in the whole number of marriages, are 52 | 


couples, one or both of whom were residents of Boston, 
but who were married in other States. The Marriage 
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Act requires such parties to register their marriages 
within seven days after their return. 

There were 35 colored couples married, in addition 
to nine instances, in which the grooms were colored, 
and the brides white. One of the first named, was that 
of a youth of 18, united to a girl of the same age. 
Another was that of a widower of 40 and a girl of 19. ~ 

An examination of the first division of the following 
table will show, that of the 1,159 American males 
married, 969 were united to American females. Of 
the 1,110 Irish males, 1,025 married a like number of 
Trish females. Anticipating the natural result of these 
unions, we find that only 55.94 per cent. of the pro- 
spective increase will be of purely native blood, (sup- 
posing, at the outset, that the parentage of the parties 
married was of that character,) while 35.90 per cent. 
will be of an unmixed Milesian strain. The remaining 
30.16 per cent.—almost equal of itself to the Anglo- 
Saxon substratum—will, of course, be of an amalga- 
mated character, wholly defiant of classification. 

By the second division of the same table, it will be 
noticed, that 61 males under 21 years of age were mar- 
ried. Of this number, 40 were 20 years of age, 12 


were 19, and 9 were only 18. 


Of the 491 females under 20 years of age, 77 were 


_ of 18 years, 54 of 17, 24 of 16, 2 of 15, and 1 of 14. 
_ This last married a young man of 21 ;—they are next to 


the youngest couple married during the year. The 


_ youngest couple was that of a youth of 18 and a girl 


of 16. 


: Several instances of considerable disparity in the 
_ ages of parties married may be noticed: such as a 


2 
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widower of 35 to a girl of 16; a young man under 21 
to a female over 30 years; another of 26 to a widow 
of 40; a youth of 18 to a widow of 20; another of 20 
to a widow of 28 (who brought with her two children, 
by the way); and several others of a similar char- 
acter. One of 74 took for his third wife a widow of 
44; while another chose for his jfth a maiden of 23! 

The oldest male married (indicated in Table II. by 
an asterisk) was a widower of 91, who took for his wife 
a maiden lady of 71! 

The favorite period of life at which males select their 
partners, seems to be that between the ages of 21 and 
25. The number that married in 1895 withm that 
period, is 1,018, or nearly 35.65 per cent. of the whole 
number married. A second favorite period is that be- 
tween the ages of 25 and 30, when 961, or 33.66 per 
cent. changed their condition. A third period—that 
between 30 and 40—has many ardent lovers,—593 of 
whom, or 20.77 per cent., took to themselves help- 
meets. 

The favorite matrimonial period for females appears 
to lie between the 20th and the 25th year. It will be 
observed, that 1,297, or-nearly 45.43 per cent. of the 
whole number of marriages, were consummated during 
that interesting period. The second period is the same > 
as that of the males,—between 25 and 30. Here, 647, 
or 22.66 per cent. of the females married, received 
their husbands. The third is that falling below the 
age of 20, at which time the goodly number of 491 
selected their partners. A fourth period,—also a favor- 
ite with the other sex,—lies between the sober boun- 
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daries of 30 and 40. During this period, 593 males 
and 326 females changed their conditions. 

Of the females under 20 years, 31 married men over 

30; and three obtained husbands who had passed their 
fortieth year. One female between 20 and 25, married 
a man who was upwards of 50, while another of the 
same age, received a husband in a man of the mature 
age of 60! 
Of the marriages of the males, 2,449, or 85.77 
per cent. were first marriages; 2,290, or 80.21 per 
.cent. were to maidens; 156 to widows; and three to 
those who had been widows twice. The number of 
second marridges was 373;—253 of these were to 
maidens; 116 to widows; and four to those who had 
been widows twice. Of the 25 third marriages, 14 
were to maidens, 9 to widows, and one to a widow 
the second time, and one to a widow the third time. 
There was one fourth, and one fifth marriage ;—the 
first to a maiden of 30, and the other to a maiden of 
23 ! | 

The first marriages of females number 2,559, or 
89.63 per cent. of the whole number. Of these, 2,290 
were to single males; 253 to widowers; and 14 be- 
came third wives! 

The condition of five couples, who came from other 
States, without certificates, is unknown. 
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MORTALITY OF THE YEAR. 


The report of the mortality of the past year is sub- 
mitted with regret, that greater accuracy in the speci- 
fication of the causes of death was not possible. A 
large portion of the mortality is made up from those 
who received no medical attendance during their illness, 
and therefore no professional statement of the causes 
of their death was to be obtained. In such cases, the 
particulars required for registration were only to be 
derived from the most unintelligent sources; and so 
manifestly incorrect were many of these, that it was 
preferred to record the causes of death as “unknown,” 
rather than to duplicate the absurdity on the face of 
the return. As long as the present law remains in 
force, requiring undertakers, instead of physicians, to 
make returns of deaths, it is not easy to see how any 
amendment in this respect can be looked for. It would 
seem, that the correct ascertainment of the cause of 
death was one of the first objects of the Registration 
system; but until some other method of reporting shall 
be adopted, this desirable result, it is clear, cannot be 
looked for. 

The annexed tables show, that there. were 4,080 
deaths in Boston in the year 1855,—361 less than the 
mortality of the preceding year, and 204 below that of 
1855. This indicates that Boston is one of the health- 
iest cities in the Union. Compared with New York, 
whose population does not differ very materially from 
our own in character, the disparity between the rates 

of mortality of the two cities is considerable. Esti- 
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mating the population of the latter place at 625,000, 
the deaths there in 1853 (exclusive of stillborn chil- 
dren, which are embraced in the City Inspector's table 
of mortality,) were 1 to 29.58 of the population. As 
this result agrees very nearly with that of several pre- 
ceding years, it probably does not differ essentially 
from that of 1855. On the other hand, the rate of 
mortality in Boston the past year was 1 to 39.88. In 
1850 it was 1 to 37.84. According to the Sanitary 
Report of the City of Buffalo for the year 1854, the 
rate of mortality there for that year was 1 to 25.90 of 
the population. In Baltimore, the ratio of deaths in 
1855 to the population was 1 to 39.40. Although 
nothing absolutely certain is intended to be predicated 
upon the above comparisons, certainly something is to 
be gathered,—sufficient to show, at least, that the sani- 
tary condition of Boston is of a very gratifymg char- 
acter. 

The following table shows the population of each 
ward, the per centage of the same to that of the whole 
city, the number of deaths in each ward, and their per 
centage to the entire mortality. 


Wards. Population. | Per ct. of Pop. | No. of Deaths. |Per ct. of Deaths. 
Eis’. . cba. 6 aa 19,264 11.83 587 14.38 
Aig tis Pace ie ce 15,963 9.80 479 11.74 
DP LLG PR a shhh 13,175 8.09 312 7.64 
4} a sates sxe cabal 7,912 4.86 135 3.30 
GSTS » WA als Baers 10,428 6.40 296 7.25 
BS ciiecis ia ee ee 11,597 7.12 160 3.92 
TRL. OM. ten ee 18,430 11.32 613 12.57 
a eee ene 12,690 7.79 356 8.72 
D ire a Rated ste oleic batts 9,541 5.86 178 4.36 

13s cage ae tae ered 12,553 (Gs 238 5.83 
D1), NAW OSA. 3 13,264 8.15 800 7.35 
Pa. er 17,951 11.01 526 12.89 


162,748 99.94 4080 99.95 
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It should be stated, that the deaths in the hospitals 
at Deer Island and Rainsford Island (numbering 37 and 
66 respectively,) are comprised in the mortality of 
Ward 2; the deaths in the Massachusetts Hospital, 
(amounting to 101,) are counted among those of Ward 
9; while the deaths in the City Institutions at South 
Boston (numbering 59) are placed to the credit of 
Ward 12. This explanation will assist the reader, in | 
some measure, in accounting for the excess in the per 
centage of the deaths in each of those wards over the 
"per centage of the population of the same. 

It will be noticed, that while Ward 1 contains only 
11.83 per cent. of the population of the City, its per 
centage of the deaths amounts to 14.38. That fact is 
accounted for, when it is remembered, that that part of 
the City comprises a large number of our foreign-born 
citizens. The same remark applies to Wards 7 and 8, 
and in some measure to Wards 2 and 12. The similar 
excess in Ward 5 may be accounted for by the deaths 
in the Massachusetts Hospital, and is not indicative of 
the general health of the ward. 

-. Wards 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, and 11, present a favorable san- 
itary condition,—the per centage of deaths in each 
falling considerably below the per centage of its popu- 
lation. specially is this the case in regard to Ward 
6, where the bulk of the colored population reside. 
This. agrees with. the statement made elsewhere in this 
report, that the per centag re of mortaiity among this 
portion. of the commuvity, is considerably tess.than 
among the whites. Wards 4 and 9 exhibit a fair con- 
dition of health. The first embraces portions of North 
and Cross Streets, and many crowded lanes and alleys _ 
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at the north-east part of the City; and the latter con- 
tains a large ,population in similar localities in the 
vicinity of the Back Bay. 

The aggregate ages of all who died in Boston during 
the year 1855, amount to 81,130 years, averaging 
19.88 years to each—a slight falling off from the aver- 
age of the preceding year. If the number of those 
who died from casualties, &c., (amounting to 182) be 
deducted from the deaths by natural causes, we have 
the reduced number of 3,598, which indicates the 
actual sanitary “condition of the City. This, then, 
gives the average of nearly 21 years. 

The number of males’ that died is 2,084. Their 
agoregate ages amount to 41,177 years, allowing to 
each the average age of 19.75, 

Of females, there died 1,996, their aggregate ages 
reaching 39,953 years, giving an average of 20 years 
to each individual. Last year’s report recorded an 
average age of over 22 years. 

The aggregate ages of those who were foreign-born, 
together with their children (only 209 of whom reached 
their fifth year) amount to a fraction over 43,405 years 
which allows to each an average of only 14.97 years! 

Of married males, there died 557; a decrease of 44 
from the number recorded last year. This class furnish 
13.65 per cent. of all the deaths, and 26.72 per cent. 
of the males. The deaths of 60 widowers are recorded ; 
last year there were 84. | 

The mortality of married females is set down at 410, 
bemg 10 per cent. of all the deaths, and 20.54 of the 
females. The number of widows was 248, 10 less than 
died the preceding year. 
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Sixty-three colored persons died during the year—30 
males and 33 females. The aggregate ages of these 
amount to a little more than 1,798 years, averaging 
over 28 years to each person, and being more than 
eight years in their favor over the whites. The males 
average 22.33 years, and the females 54. 

Of colored males under 1 year, 7 died; females, 5; 
from 1 to 5, 2 males, 4 females; from 5 to 15, 2 males. 

By the last census of the City, recently published, 
the colored population is stated to be 2,220; by that, 
the rate of mortality among that class is 1 to 35.23. 
Among the whites, the ratio is as 1 to 39.96. 

There were 186 deaths from casualties, homicides, 
suicides, &c. Of these, 153 were males, and 33 females. 

The following table purports to show the deaths on 
each. day of the year. Doubtless there are mistakes 
here. Even concerning such a simple fact as reporting 
the dates of death, errors are often made. Except 
when considered in connection with meteorological ob- 
servations, or in some special cases, this uncertainty is, 
perhaps, of no particular moment. 


18 CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. ’ [Feb. 


e 


V. Showing the Dratus 1n Boston on each day of the year 1855, as 
reported by Funeral Undertakers and others, 
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During the first eight months of the past year, the 
deaths were 540 less than they were during the same 
time the previous year; while the last four months 
they were 179 more. As usual, the month of August 
gives the largest mortality, although there was a falling 
off of 68 from last report. 

It will be noticed, that the class of deaths denomi- 
nated as “accidents,” present a larger number than are 
usually recorded in our bills of mortality. Although 
there has been a slight increase of casualties, &c., the 
past year, the present augmented list is owing to the 
term “accidents” being made to embrace a large num- 
ber of deaths which have heretofore been otherwise 
classified. There does not appear to be any good rea- 
son, why one class of accidental deaths should be de- 
signated as “burns and scalds,”—without specifying 
whether death was caused by burning or scalding,— 
another as “‘drowned,” while all deaths resulting from 
collisions on railroads, or by shooting, maiming, and a 
dozen other ways, must be content to be recorded 
under the indefinite term of “accidental.” All acci- 
dental deaths, therefore, whether by drowning, expo- 
sure, or any sudden casualty, are designated as “ acci- 
dents.” 

The number whose deaths were caused by accidents, 
is 152,—nearly 4 per cent. of all the deaths. 

Apopleay.—Thirty-seven deaths from this cause are 
recorded. In each of the five years commencing with 
1849, the deaths from apoplexy were 22, 27, 32, 23, and 
20 respectively. In 1854 the number was 36, 24 
being American born, the remainder foreign. In the 
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esas table they stand, 19 of the former end 18 of 
the latter. 

Inflammation of Bowels.—The number of deaths thus 
designated is 37, a decrease of 15 from the previous 
year’s record. ‘There were, however, in 1854, 48 speci- 
fied as occurring from “ disease of the bowels,” against 11 
the past year. ‘This term is a vague one, and serves to 
embrace a class of cases, concerning which nothing 
beyond the probable seat of the disease could be ascer- 
tained. It is a matter of regret, that so large a por- 
tion of the*annual mortality should bear so indefinite a 
designation. 

The deaths from Diseases of the Brain amount to 
135,—3.30 per cent. of all the deaths. 

Cancer.—Thirty-one deaths from this cause are re- 
corded. The location of the disease in each case is 
given, with the exception of one, where no more defi- 
nite information could be obtained, than that the cancer 
was “on the head.” 

Chole a Infantum.—The deaths from this cause num- 
ber 231, or 5.66 per cent. of all the deaths. Of this 
number, 63 were children of American parents, one 
was foreign-born, and 167 were children of foreign- 
born parents. ‘The year before, there were but 82 
thus reported,—149 less than appear in the present 
table. 

Consumption.—The number of deaths from this cause _ 
the past year is 735,—17 less than occurred in 1864. 
Though the deaths from this disease are legs, there is, 
in fact, a relative increase. The previous year the 
deaths from consumption made 16.93 per cent. of all 
the deaths. This year it constitutes upwards of 18 per 
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cent. From the following statement, it will be seen, 
that of the whole number of victims to consumption, 
foreigners and their children comprise 69 per cent. : 


Males. Females. 
Of persons born in the United States, there died.............. ose Ce 134 
+ = + Treland, “ Wve Sere De ay goad 187 
” a «« ««. British Provinces, ‘ eee ty eee Oe LG oii ae 15 
be . “ «England, a ePaY Sy Cee ase ts Save cats 5 
i a 6 6 Germany, Ai pS ee ee ee ieee 8 
¥ 1 «6 Scotland, - eo Peas Seve Cre teh ae i eentice 1 
as “ «“ « Other for. count’s, ‘ Al ala he eee ot Ae tn des 1: 
‘* Children of foreign parents, oe ea One yy ed Povcdes « 41 
Phare. «as 392 


Of the whole number, those born in Ireland com- 
prise more than half. Of these last, the two sexes 
furnish about an equal number, while of those born in 
the United States, the females considerably prepon- 
derate. 

The deaths from Convulsions number 128, exhibiting 
a decrease of 28 from the amount similarly reported 
the previous year. The children of American parents 
furnish only 23 of the victims. 

Croup.—This disease proved fatal in 145 instances— 
the exact number that died from it in 1854. The 
children of American parents comprise only 47 of the 
whole number. 

Debility.—Those thus designated in this year’s table 
number 55—a slight increase over the number thus 
reported in 1854. 

Of Diarrhoea and Dysentery, 22 and 141 are reported, 
respectively. ‘T'here is a decrease of 32 from the first, 
and of 8 from the latter. It should be observed, how- 
ever, that notwithstanding the difference plainly evident 
between these two diseases, they are not unfrequently 

4. 
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confounded together. The certain prevalence, or fatal- 
ity of either, cannot always, therefore, be determined 
by the record. 

Infantile Diseases.—The various diseases incident to 
the first days of infantile existence, proved fatal in 278 
instances. Next to Consumption, the mortality from 
causes thus designated are the most numerous ;—they 
make 6.81 per cent. of all the deaths. 

There were 34 deaths from Puerperal Diseases, against 
58 the previous year. Only 10 of these were females 
born in the United States. 

Of Dropsy, 85 cases occurred, against 69 the year 
before. Dropsy in the Head presents about the same 
number that have been recorded in each of the preced- 
ing five years, 

Epilepsy.—Ten cases of this malady are recorded, an 
increase of four over the number noticed in any former 
year. 

Lirysipelas proved. fatal in 36 instances—about the 
average mortality from this cause for the last six 
years. 

Of Typhus, Typhoid, and Scarlet Fever, 12, 78, and 
67 deaths are reported. There is a decrease of 26 from 
the first ; the others do not vary much from last year’s 
report. 

Intermittent Fever.—Three deaths from this cause are 
given ;—one was that of an Irish laborer, which oe- 
curred in May last; the second was that of a Dutch 
sailor, in September last; and the third was that of a 


female child of two years, recently arrived from Wash- 
ington, D. C, 7 
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A single case of Gout finds its place in this year’s table. 
Homicides.—Deaths from. violence number 14—an 
increase of four over last year’s record. Three of these 
were of unknown infants, and are thus designated in 
accordance with the verdicts of coroners’ juries. 
_ Hooping-cough proved fatal in 78 cases—22 more 
than occurred in 1854. 

The various Diseases of the Heart amount: to 92, an 
increase of nine. Many of these cases are to be looked 
on with suspicion. It is a convenient term to apply to 
‘sudden deaths, even if their cause should chance to be 
in the brain. 

Intemperance numbers 31 as its total of victims, 14 
less than appeared in last year’s record. It will be un- 
derstood that this term:embraces not only those who 
died from Delirium tremens, but those whose death was 
brought about by general dissolute habits. 

Of Diseases of the Liver, 24 cases occurred, 14 less 
than the number of the previous year. 

Two deaths from Tetanus, or ers are given ;—in 
1854 there were three. 

The deaths from Diseases of the Lungs amount to 226, 
making 5.53 per cent. of all the deaths. The year 
previous, there were 260 deaths from the same causes. 
Ninety-six of the present year’s number were of Amer- 
ican parentage; 49 were foreign-born, and 81 were 
children of foreign-born parents. 

Against six deaths from Gangrene in 1854, the pres- 
ent table records four instances. 

Marasmus is another term deserving of suspicion. 
Like Dropsy in the Head, and Diseases of the Bowels, 
with some, it appears to be a generic designation with 
others, to indicate all those cases of which nothing sat- 
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isfactory could be learnt. Seventy-nine deaths are thus 
reported this year, against 106 the preceding year. Of 
the former number, the children of American parents 
outnumber all others by five. 

The deaths from Measles are stated at 69, of which 
the children of American parents comprise only nine. 
The preceding year there died from this cause 1386,— 
nearly double the number of the present record. 

The number reported as having died of Old Age, is 
81,—three less than the number set down in the table 
of 1854. The present number is in the ratio of 1 to 
2,009 of the population. It should be stated, however, 
that several of those thus reported died at an age 
hardly justifying the adjective prefix “old.” - Of the 
whole number; Americans by birth contributed 59. 
During the month of April last, 16 thus designated 
died. 

Paralysis proved fatal in 33 cases, and Pleurisy in 
45,—a slight decrease of the latter from last’ year’s 
report. | 

Rheumatism and Scrofula contribute, respectively, 14 
and 19, to the mortality. Of the former there is a de- 
crease of five, and of the latter, eight. 

The deaths from Small Pox amount to 182,—an in- 
crease of 64 over the number thus reported last year. 
With the exception of 1850, when there were 192 
deaths from this cause, it has been more fatal the past — 
year than it has been for the last five years. 

Teething.—The instances thus designated, amount to 
196,—a greater number than has been reported in any 
one year, except in that of 1853, when it was the same. 
But a small portion of these had exceeded their first 
year. Only 49 were children of American parents. 
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Thrush, or Canker, presents the diminished number 
of 27, against 38 the previous year. 

The 16 deaths reported as from Worms, it will be 
seen were children of foreign parents. 

The following. table embraces all who are known to 
have died from other than natural causes. It may be 
that some here specified really died from some disease 
justly entitled to a “local habitation and a name,” al- 
though it may have been superinduced by a violent 
cause.’ Such cases, however, it was not possible to as- 
certain. Although the table may not be of much 
practical value, it will serve to apprise the curious, in 
a concise form, of how many “ills flesh is heir to.” 


Statement showing the Dratus im 1855 from other than 
Natural Causes. 


ACCIDENTS. Male. Female. ACCIDENTS. Male. Female. 
Crushed by ferry-boat...... TS eee Fell from windows...... 4 2 
Killed on railroads......... 14 ion down stairs....| 2 3 
“by fall ofaniron door,| 1 |...... br ae AD adder. Se 614 1 j....- 
ss ~pank of earth..... i epee Deaths by sun-stroke....| 9 |.-.--- 
“ * rank ofengine.:.|° I jos... « «* exhaustion....| 3 |....-- 
««  drink’g cold water, 1 |...... ‘6 exposure...... BS eee 
oo a9 alcohol...} 1 1 “ “ swallowing pins'.... 1 
«6 6 fire-arms......... eae Poisoned by nitric acid..) 1 |....-- 
ss explosion of boiler,| 1 |...... ee “ stramonium,|.... 1 
6  Vikien Of @diorse...| 1 |...... se "OMI... « 1 Aa 
“ « fracture of skull..| 2 /|...... Accidents not specified,..| 14 | 3 
“ 66 ‘“« of leg &back| 1 |...... 
Run over by vehicles....... ie Of. 
Thrown from ee Mt RR Suicides. 
Hemorrhage (external)..... i he pep 
Suffocated........--+..+... ee Seer By jumping from window] J |..... 
Scalded Weed os deicvetevedsue at a 66 cutting throat... ooo 3) | : 
pO OS Oe Oe 4 Be bamoing. «sus metals > ra a 
DOWN Te foes cs he oe e ee 30 Oy orenpOtiin ss... rte cs: » ig ele 
Fell into vessels’ holds...... yee oe ‘* laudanum........... rp Pet ra 
“ through a scuttle...... tees PO SUBODIDEE. sos wa ea cee i ante 


eeeeee 


‘* from vessels’ masts....| 2 |...... ‘“* arsenic. 


“ TS 1" RR Pe tian» « T@rowming. . i. en ce | 2 i 
“  OUNORSS . 6s ee a's gh AP ae 'Homicides.............. | 7 ? 
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xhibits the principal causes of 


death the past year, with the birthplaces and parentage 


of the deceased 


— 
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Compared with those. of 


n, foreigners and the 


portion of nearly 2 to 1. 


ive origi 


The above table comprises 3,876, or 95 per cent. of 
the whole number of deaths. 
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The foregoing table contains 228 instances of still- 
born children, 15 less than were noticed in last year’s 
record. Not a few cases of this kind, no doubt, are 
never reported. Many seem to suppose that facts of 
this character are of no value, and therefore never 
submit them for public record. In 1855, the number 
of these cases was in the ratio of 1 to 71.38 of the 
population, and are given below as they occurred each 
month :— 


In January were reported. . ..14 13 In August were reported. . my | 6 
‘‘ February ° Se eae, ae ‘* September ‘ ais 5 
‘¢ March 4 a wigata as ‘October “ ts a 10 
** April 7 seseal 26. ~* Novemaneena 4s 14 7 
‘“ May . wf aE Dome © ¢ ‘‘ December ‘* i ee ae 5 
‘‘ June a « See Like 4 —_—_- — 
‘“* July bk 3 cw Lae oD -183 = (95 


By an examination of Table VII., we find that the 
ratio of deaths to the total mortality, in the several 
specified periods of life, is as follows. The fourth and 
fifth columns contain the number of deaths in the cor- 
responding periods of last year, together with the per 
centage of each class of the same. 

Whole number of deaths in 1855, 4,080. There 
died,— 


Under 1 year, 1045, being 25.61 per. cent. 982 being 22.11 per cent. 


1 to 5 years, 964, 23.62 965 “ 21.72 

5 to 10 159,05. Baya.) 183° «| Jae 
10 tol5 « 2 Ea die Be, Qe g2 « 1.84 .« 
15 to20 “ 135, * 830 « 162 842 « 
20 to30 « 469, “« 1149 « 583 “ 13.12 « 
30 t0o40 * 423, «© 10.36 « 560 “ 1260 « 
40 t050 “* 273 * 669 « 366 «68.24. | 
50 to60 * 209, * 612 © 2005 “« 461 « 
60t070 * 161, 3.70 « 190 « 497 « 
10 to 80 2! oy SOs) AR Bed ts 116 «©6261 «& 
80 to 90 « yA to Be 60°. 19a 
90 to 100« 11, <a!) (96 t's 7 «0a 


et Oe 


4080 99.93 © 4441 . 99.93 
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It will be observed, that 49.24 per cent. of all the 

deaths recorded this year are of children under five 
years of age. ‘The mortality in the corresponding pe- 
riod last year, was less than 44 per cent. Of deaths 
between the ages of five and ten, the difference is 
slightly in favor of the present year. From 15 to 20, 
there is no essential variance between the two records. 
During the three decades between 20 and 50, the table 
of this year records 28.55 per cent. of all the deaths ; 
while during the same period of last year, 33.98 per 
cent. was the result. In each of the succeeding de- 
-cades (except that between 60 and 70,) there has been 
an increase in the mortality of 1855 over that of the 
previous year. 
- Of those who died under five years of age, 91 expired 
on the day of their birth; 85 before they were one week 
old; 123 didnot survive one month; 358 died before they 
were six months old; 388 when they were between six 
months and one year; 558 died ere they had reached 
their second year; 223 fell short of their third; and 
185 only died between their third and fifth years. By 
this analysis, it will be seen that the mortality 
was greatest among children between their first and 
second years; the next most fatal period, was when 
they were between six months and one year old. 
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IX. Showing the Acoruaatn anp Averace Ars of 706 men who 
died in 1855, whose professions and occupations were ascertained. 


No. 


oF RE COO NO MO 


I 
oOo 
for) 


Profession or Occupation. 


from 


16 to 88 
16..** 79 
16°" 74 


Ages ranging, 


Aggregate 
Ages. 


12,292 
2,663 
1,484 
1,368 
1,882 
1,590 
1,510 

888 
687 
516 
718 
434 
402 
304 
809 
457 
245 
307 
249 
269 
162 
114 
183 
301 


29,334 


Average 
Ages. 


40.30 
38.59 
32.98 
59.08 
58.81 
49.68 
45.76 
40.36 
34.35 
34.40 
59.83 
39.45 
40.20 
33.77 
58.62 
57.12 
55.00 
51.16 
49.80 
53.80 
40.50 
28.50 
45.75 
60.20 


41.55 
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Laborers.—The foregomg table shows, that 305 per- 
sons thus designated died during the year. With the 
exception of about a dozen, it may be, all of these 
were born in Ireland. The previous year, there died 
408 of this class, making 9.18 per cent. of all the 
deaths. There is a decrease of more than a hundred 
in the present record, which makes but 7.47 per cent. 
of the deaths, besides adding a year to the average du- 
ration of life. | 

Mariners.—A larger number of this class have died 
the past year, but their average age is higher. 

Clerks, who seem to be-less tenacious of life than 
most others, claim an average of almost 33 years, al- 
though an increased number have died. | 

Traders, Tailors, Merchants, and Carpenters, have 
added to their average ages, but a larger number have 
died. | 

The average age of Painters has declined from 44.11 
to 40.56, while the number of deaths has increased 
from 17 to 22. | 

Shoemakers.—Four have been added to the list of 
deaths of this class, while their average age has dimin- 
ished from 41.87 to 34.35. — 4 

Teamsters and Gentlemen have fallen slightly in their 
average ages,—the latter less than the former,—while 
an Increased number of the latter, and fewer of the 
former, have died than during the previous year. 

Printers have made an encouraging advance. ‘The 
number deceased is less by four, while their average 
age has risen from 33.20 to 39.40. 

Masons, Machinists, Farmers, Blacksmiths, Ship Car- 
penters, Physicians, and Coopers, present a decreased 
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average age; while Bakers, whose age was the smallest 
in last report, exhibit an advance from 29.50 to 38.62. 

Lawyers.—The average age of this class,—represent- 
ed by four individuals,—appears as 60.20. 

The average age of Clergymen has diminished from 
60.66 to 53.80, while two more have died than during 
1854. 

The number thus tabulated in last report, was 796, 
with the average age of 39.88 years. The present 
statement gives to 706 individuals an average age of 


‘41.55. 


X. Showing the Brrtus, Inrentions oF MarrIAGE ENTERED, MARRIAGES 
Recorpep, and Deatus for each month of the year 1855. 


' ‘ eee Mirridees 
Months. Births. Wetriaet. Recorded. Deaths. 
SOMERS wyaess.s--..--.06:| 406 ‘| ~ 319 294 335 
WNIT og sb clea css sede ss 440 224 270 300 
UMM rage ccacccccerss 513 154 124 360 
Pe en 437 271 237 317 
A CS a aa 445 271 274 291 
TOMEI Foti ns cece sco c> Gh Sa% 454 251 216 266 
Peet, ...:|. 524 236 238 369 
ot Bi as A 516 256 224 480 
EN EE ee ee Ls, 246 224 432 
MT ae anc Scie ccs ae S 512 301 287 320 
OR Oe is Sing bo wala vicaes 520 305 299 284 
Ce ec keseenhneneseaes 550 227 168 ' 326 
5,816} 3,061 2,855 4,080 
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INTERMENTS. . 


. The following are the places of Interment of all who 
died the past year. ; 


City Proper. Out of Town. 
Central Ground, (Common,)...... 117| Cambridge,. ..\5.~ sss se eee 1,029 
Charter Street Cemetery,t......- 4| Charlestown,....0.-ssceserses 130 
Copp’s Hill, (old & new grounds,)t 30 Deer Island,........+-++++++- 37 
Christ Church Cemetery,*....... 1| Dorchester, ...3.00.00> somes es 578 
Granary Cemetery,*.......+-+-+ 3| Forest Hills Cemetery,......-- 171 
Park Street Church Cemetery,*... 1| Mount Auburn Cemetery,..... . 208 
South Burial Ground, (on the neck) 167) Mount Hope Cemetery,.......- 54 
Trinity Church Cemetery,”....... 1 aren: Islatid, (2.5 cea scene 69 
OXDULY;. «= Wes & ae eine eee 20 
Bien oie Ls W stern sivad Wiese ee 287 
Hawes Ground,.....+-++++aeees 51] Woodlawn sneer Tee 97 
House of Correction,......-.+-+- 8! Other places in the State,......~ 321 
Roman Catholic Burial Ground,t 73) pjaces out of the State pve daa 
St. Matthew’s Cemetery,T....-.- 1 1a oF ale ; 
Union Ground Cemetery, ...---- 31) Total Interments out of Boston, 3,130 
East Boston. 
City Ground,......-.-esseeeee 450 
Sway CATOON wet ap ope pereteees 12 


Total Interments in the city,..... 950 


The places marked thus * were closed by the Board 
of Aldermen in 1853, and those thus designated + were 
closed in the early -part of 1855. In October last, 
these restrictions were removed, thus. allowing . inter- 
ments in any cemetery within the city. This brief pro- 
hibition of burials here, has induced many to purchase 
lots in suburban cemeteries ; so that but few intramural 


interments have taken place since the removal of the 


restriction from the city grounds. It is doubtful whether 
many will avail themselves of the privilege of interrmg 
their dead in the city, as popular inclination appears to 
favor interments in the various cemeteries in the neigh- 
borhood. Beyond a few tombs, which have descended 


ae ee 
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to their present owners through successive generations, 
and are valued because they are the resting-places of 
the remains of their ancestors, and in which they them- 
selves desire to be laid, tombs in. the city will not, 
probably, to any great extent, be hereafter used. 

The interments in the City proper, and at East and 
South Boston, during the year, amounted to only 950 
—less than one-fourth of the number that died. Dur- 
ing the same time, there were removed from tombs in 
the City, for re-iterment elsewhere, 407 bodies. There 
were brought here, for interment, in the same time, by 
persons owning tombs, the bodies of 71 persons who 
had died in other places. The previous year, there 
were removed only 212 bodies, while there were 
brought into the city 110. 


{ 


FUNERAL CARS. 


Bodies of persons who die and are interred in the 
City, are, if ten years of age, conveyed to the places of 
interment in hearses owned by the City. Those who 
are conveyed elsewhere, are generally borne in hearses 
owned by undertakers. The friends of deceased per- 
sons rarely hesitate in their choice between those owned 
by the latter and those belonging to the City, and fre- 
quently apply for permission to use the hearses of the 
undertakers in the City. These private cars are more 
attractive in appearance, and certainly more convenient. 
At the present time, the fees received from the use of 
the city hearses, are not sufficient to pay the expenses 
of their storage and keeping, to say nothing of the cost 
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of their annual repairs. Under these circumstances, 
the suggestion is respectfully submitted to the City 
Council, whether it would not be advisable to dispose 
of the hearses owned by the City, (reserving one or 
two for special purposes, ) and allow these belonging to 
undertakers to occupy their place. _ The latter could be 
placed under such restrictions as the City Council might 
deem proper, so as to ensure decorum and. propriety on 
funeral occasions. 


Respectfully submitted. | 


N. A. APOLLONIO. 
City Recrstrar’s OFFICE, } 
January 31, 1856. 
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To tHe Honorasie Crry Covuncit: 


The undersigned respectfully submits to the City 
Council his Annual Report, concerning the Births, Mar- 
riages, and Deaths in the City of Boston during the year 
1856. 

In presenting the practical details of his office during 
the past year, the undersigned ventures to indulge in 
some observations, which he trusts will not be consider- 
ed out of place in a document of this character. 

But few people have a desire to embark in statistical 
research ; and fewer still feel any great interest in vital 
or mortuary statistics. Until late years, the discussion 
of vital statistics, and the subjects naturally associated 
with them, was almost wholly confined to physicians, 
and a few others, men of scientific attainments, who 
were deemed to have a peculiar aptitude for the dry 
details of figures and philosophical speculations. The 
great mass of mankind manifested but little desire to 
ascertain how they came into the world, still less to learn 
the probable chances of their continuance in it for a 
given time, and no appreciable thought concerning the 
mode of their egress therefrom. They knew they were 
here, and that they must depart; beyond a knowledge 
of these two simple facts, they did not appear to con- 
sider it of any use to advance. 
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Although decided progress has latterly been made in 
the right direction, the subject still occupies a position 
far below that which its importance deserves; and con- 
siderable effort will yet be demanded from those who 
appreciate its value, before it will take its proper posi- 
tion. 

There are various interests of a community which 
would be materially subserved by a familiar acquaint- 
ance with vital statistics, and matters naturally allied to 
them. Some of these are obvious, and need but little 
by way of elucidation. In determining, as nearly as 
may be, the duration of human life, the augmentation 
and decrease of population, together with the causes of 
the same, and the character of the materials which make 
up population, sanative principles naturally assume their 
legitimate place, and necessarily become a matter for 
discussion. Whenever or wherever such discussions 
occur, these subjects at once rise to their just level of 
importance, and are followed immediately by those acts 
which are the characteristics of cultivated life. It 
requires but little effort to see how these in turn en- 
gender a multitude of wants, as well as merease the 

capacity to enjoy them. 

It is well known that epidemics, as well as ordinary 
diseases, find the larger portion of their victims im cities. 
The cause of this is mainly attributable to density of 
population, and to the accumulation of filth, generally 
found in connection with such condition. While there. 
is a general belief that populations so circumstanced are 
peculiarly exposed to the ravages of epidemics, there 
does not appear to be any just appreciation of the laws 
which govern health, the duration of life, &c., and, con- 
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sequently, little practical benefit is experienced. This 
defect will be remedied in proportion as the subject 
shall be understood ; and it will be understood just as 
soon as it shall cease to be treated as an abstruse or 
mere theoretical question, and be made to appear con- 
ducive to the material, moral, and intellectual welfare of 
the people. 

The mode by which a knowledge of vital statistics is 
to be made effective, is scarcely less important than the 
subject itself. It is but a few years since a well-defined 
system of Registration was adopted and put into 
vigorous operation. The method previously in vogue 
was excedingly crude, and very imperfectly carried out. 
More than one instance has come to the knowledge of 
the undersigned, since his assumption of the duties of 
his office, where severe losses have resulted to parties 
from inability to substantiate their just claims by docu- 
mentary evidence of birth and marriage. An instance 
is remembered, where the incorrect registration of a 
name utterly vitiated an undoubted title to an estate. 
This latter fact, it is true, affects only the competency 
of those who had in charge the duty of registration ; 
but it is worthy of mention, inasmuch as the failure to 
record correctly was as disastrous as would have been a 
failure to record at all. 

The system of Registration now in operation in Mas- 
sachusetts has been digested with great care, and should 
be carried out with proper spirit and faithfulness. To 
ensure this result, popular sympathy and co-operation 
must be obtained; and this can only be done by con- 
vincing people that they have a personal interest in the 
subject, and that the whole community are concerned 
alike. 


4 


6 CITY DOCUMENT. —No. 14. [Feb. 


During the past year, a volume containing the records - 
of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, dating as far back as 
1632, was, in consequence of its dilapidated condition, 
ordered by the City Council to be transcribed on 
parchment. ‘This hasbeen done; and a volume, valued 
not only for its age, but for the information which it 
communicates respecting men connected with the early 
history of Massachusetts, is now secured against further 
injury. 

Full returns of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths 
recorded in the City of Boston during the year 1856, 
have been returned to the Secretary of State, as requir- 
ed by law. The returns have been made up with great 
care, and, it is believed, with as much accuracy as it 
was possible to make them. 


BIRTHS. 


The Births in the City of Boston during the past 
year, amount to 5,922,—3,053 males, 2,869 females—an 
increase of 106 over the number recorded the previous 
year. 


wok Eee seet 
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I. Birms Registered in Boston in the Year 1856. 


- DIVISIONS.* 1 2 a 5 6 Total. 
LISS Nee ee 863 502 839 445 8377 27 | 3058 
OY eRe | 831 467 827 398 324 27 | 2869 
Tah lo totic. Aneta de. 1694 969 | 1666 838 701 54 | 5922 
Huyi werd) Pea a 16 ll 12 7 5 1 52 
WHipletay si Geile es 8. Pp aenc | 1 AL Se ays Cead ott: 2 

ei P2iealif®ieat2Zioleila2|e2i 2/2 ni 2 
mH bm a = by s sag yee 

Birthplaces of Parents. | 2/2) 2/2 2/2/2/4|\2/4|2)4 8288 

SISiz#iSliziSliBlelelis/8/8 execs 

a 
MMMM Ghee ae Sy a | 100 191) 124) 145 94 106] 66] 70} 41) 40} 3 2 428) 494 
OST Hoston’) waned ..../ 96} 89] 146] 128 d 80| 61} 63} 85 68) 3i....| 474] 428 
Meise fetes ne css SE: 65| 95| 65/ 88) 47; 60| 42] 59! 60] 78} 1} 8) 280) 3878 
New Hampshire, ......... 88/ 50} 59} 49} 60’ 34) 23] 16) 14) 26.....).... 284| 175 
yn te 99) 11) 28) 12):15' 7] 7 41.8 4 ee etd 80| 38 
Connections, i... 2.005.564. eee, oO Se a) Bhs Shy AP) Ot Bi ad - 21) 20 
Rhode Island,............ Nh MES id: la § SY RE a A Hee (i 4! 16] 20 
Other American States, .-| 41] 17] 48} 52) 27) 15) 18} 18) 12) 12) A 137| 109 
We, Pears. es 71| 56] 82] 20| 47) 29} 29) 25) 48) 388 2| 238] 170 
rc a a | gi] 16) 12} 10) 21) Wj 24) 14 21) , 4111) 66 
Trelendyieyai ds.) 922'1032| 217| 224/1080 1130! 484 485) 263) 292, 22, 35 2988/3198 
or es ae mee GLB, 4 Bh ah Bh Qh Be Uf 36| 17 
Spain and Portugal, ..... ORE Ae PRS COP Ree pT eer Nama Ree ere 12) 4 


Germany and North rm | 
pa 3 he Ty aha TH: 60} 35/ 121| 116| 72| 50| 16] 14| 32| 22] 1] 1) 802/ 288 


British Amer. Provinces,.| 70} 64/ 27| 52) 53) 72) 81; 41) 77| 77| 5) 8 263) 309 
Other Foreign Countries, .|"-38}-11/" 25) 14) 12) 9) 8/ 2 6) 8)....)....) 84) 39 
8 rn OG te OR | PCN ee A be i] 2 
MIMRMOWE, once side seis... 41) 51] 87| 80} 89) 39) 25) 19) 16, 19; 8 8 166) 161 
EM Pick die dSs— 0's 0 « pene 956) Cert 831, 831) 696) 696 53 53 5866/5866 
*1. North of State, Court, and Cambridge Streets. 
2. West of Washington, South of Court and Cambridge Streets. 
8. East of Washington, South of State Street. 
_ 4. South Boston, except City Institutions. 
5. East Boston and Islands. 
6. City Institutions at South Boston and Deer Island. 


t). 
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The following exhibits the number of births in each 
ward, with their ratio to the population of the same :— 


Wards. Population. Births. Ratio. 
ea AEA 1o3064.° "Meee? eg 869 as 1 to 22.16 
Bice hse. ie ee le mie LD,9GS. <i) Betee i este 755... 1 FSi 
Re thie ee 150%6.. Meee 477 “ 1 % 97,62 
AO Oe ce See. 1.912. . geee AS 124 “ 1 “ 63.80 
a) Sara tens Sats) LUA 2S «.. Mee a» hos 301 “ 1 % 34.64 
ep te Re Agios L199 7)... stem uss eos 295 °°: eae 
Rises: Pha sees lis wee Rig a0 19,430... aie ow ecw 750 8 0 See, 
Bie Pace 12,690, . ame ee 317 “ 1 * 40.03 
AS bate otel> bis es eee 9,041... Sipe waver 286 “ 1 “ 33.36 
ia ee Ee 19,558... Meee oe 434 “ 1 & 28.99 
ry Goes hy Se a 13.264: . atone eee 476 “ 1 % 27.86 
Tee ts Be ae 17,981... 0k eee 838 “© 1 91.89 Rio) 

162,748 5,922 


The above shows that the births in 1856 were as 1 
to 27.48 of the population. By reference to last year’s 
report, it will be seen that there was an increase of 
deaths in the first ward of 47,—the increase of births 
in that ward was 105. In ward 2, the increase in deaths 
was 30,—of births, 40. In ward 38, the increase of 
deaths, 6,—of births, 8. Ward 4, decrease of 16 deaths, 
—increase of births, 1. Ward 5, increase of deaths, 
47,—decrease of births, 39. Ward 6, increase of deaths, 
5d,—of births 29. Ward 7, decrease of deaths, 41,— 
births precisely the same as previous year. Ward 8, 
decrease of deaths, 28,—of births, 117. Ward 9, increase 
of deaths, 34,—of births, 22. Ward 10, increase of 
deaths, 72,—of births 11. Ward 11, increase of deaths, 
28,—of births, 35. Ward 12, decrease of deaths, 61,— 
increase of births, 147. Ward 1 exhibits the greatest. 
number of births, but ward 2 (East Boston) shows the 
highest ratio of births to the population, beg one 
birth to every 21.14 of the inhabitants. Ward 12 
comes next, (taking the place ward 7 occupied last year, 


' 
’ 
. 
4 
7 
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but which now stands the third in the list) with one 
birth /.0 21.39 of its population. Ward 8 presents a 
marked difference from the previous year’s result, when 
there was one birth to 29.24 of its population. This 
year it is 1 to 40.03. Ward 4 shows 1 to 63.80,—a 
slight improvement over the year before, when it was. 
one in 64.32. 

The following is a comparative statement of the 
Deaths and Births in each ward, with the ratio of each 
‘to the whole number of Deaths and Births respect- 
ively :— 


ne ieee ee Let ae a Viet cee Hee oon 
Deaths. Births. Deaths. Births. 
| rere ee 14.90 14.67 Waad jek 11.09 12.66 
yn ee 11.96 12.74 | OA Ye 7.71 5.35 
te ss Mas 7.47 8.05 Woaintie. 4,98 4.82 
are 2.79 2.09 Wiis din "7.28 7.82 
PS Satine 8.06 5.08 ee Ve 8.03 
wits 3 5.05 4.98 1 ee 10.98 14.15 


There were 50 births of colored children, an increase 
of 21 over the number reported the previous year, being 
in the ratio of 1 to 44.40 of the colored population. 
The ratio of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths, res- 
pectively, of this class to the population of the same, 
may be seen by the following :— 


Births. Marriages. Deaths. 
Wet t044.40;......... ¥ to SeeNe le a: 1 to 31.26 
There were fifty-two twin births, (13 being in ward 1, 
7 in ward 2,and 8 in ward 12,) and two cases of triplets, 
one in ward 9, and the other in ward 11. In 32 


instances, the twins were of Irish parents; in seven, of 
y4 


\ 
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American; in two, of German; in the remaining nine 
instances, the parents were of various foreign countries. 
One pair of twins was colored. One set of the triplets 
(3 males) belong to American parents; the other (3 
females) to Irish parents. 


II. Showing the Nativity of the Parents of the CHILDREN 
born in Boston in 1856. 


Males. | Females.| Total. 


Both Parents born in the United States, ...........é..04. 728 699 1427 


Do do England, .<; iv: +. + ME yee 57 29 86 
Do do Treland,” si is<.ss5>s- odbi cane 1461 1420 2881 
Do do Scotland, 5.525.100 ++ atabs chee 17 oF? 26 
Do do Germany, css. <'s00s0000 o> 0k Aap 114 85 199 
Do do other Foreign Countries (unmixed,*) 24 39 63 
Do do do do do (mixed,t) .. 142 157 299 
Do do British American Proyvinces,........ 65 53 118 
Father born in United States; Mother in Br. Am. Provinces, 37 56 93 
Do do do do Ireland, . «visi hen 60 82 92 
Do do do do other Foreign Countries, 40 33 73 
Do do do do Unknown, ........ Von 1 1 
Do do Br.Am.Proy.; Mother in United States, ... 31 31 62 
Do do do do Foreign Countries, 46 82 78 
Do do Ireland; do United States, ..... 46 27 73 
Do do other Foreign Countries;do do ..... 36 44 80 
Do do do do do Br.Am.Proy.| 49 42 91 
Do do do do do Unknown,... 10 5 15 
Do do Unknown; do United States, | 5 3 8 
Do do do do For.Countries, 5 12 17 
Both Parents GO SEE. Sen's s'e% 02k sweetie teen 80 60 140 
8053 2869 5922 


* This term denotes that both Parents, in each case, were born in the same country. 
+ This, that the Parents, in each instance, were born in different countries. 


It will be seen by the above table, that there were qi 
1427 births where both parents were born in the United _ 
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States. These make but 24.09 per cent. of all the births, 
a slight’ decrease from the previous year’s record. The 
number of instances where only the fathers were native 
born, was 259, or 4.37 per cent. The number of cases 
where only the mother was born here, was 223, or 3.76 
per cent. The number of instances where both parents 
were Irish, was 2881, or 48.64 per cent., a decrease of 
nearly 2 per cent. from the number of the previous 
year. 


MARRIAGES. 


There were but 2,914 Intentions of Marriage entered 
during the year 1856,—147 less than were recorded in 
1855. The marriages received and entered to the 
present date, number 2,556, a decrease of 319 from the 
number recorded at the same time last year. The year 
just closed having been leap year, it does not appear 
that ladies have very extensively availed themselves of 
the privilege generally accorded to them. 

Of the males, 1,035, or 40.75 per cent. of the whole 
number, were born in the United States, almost pre- 
cisely the same proportion that existed the previous 
year; 253 of this number only were born in Boston, 
and 310 in other portions of Massachusetts. Maine 
furnishes a greater number of Benedicts than any other 
New England State, being 198. New Hampshire next, 
104, leaving their three remaining sisters represented 
by a totality of 80. States further south and west are 
represented by 108 happy swains. 

The remaining 1,503 males are represented by 960 
natives of the Emerald Isle, making 37.85 per cent. of 
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the entire number, a slight reduction from the previous 
year’s result, and 64.51 per cent. of the foreigners. 
Germany and North of Europe contribute 10.14 per 
cent., British American Provinces 9.87 per cent., while 
“Merrie England ” herself 7.32 per cent., leaving Por- 
tuguese, Italians, Frenchmen, &c., to make up the 
remainder. 

Of the females married, 989 or 58.99 per cent. were 
born in the United States; of these, Boston contributes 
341, the rest of the State 348, Maine 192, (very nearly 
the same number she gives of the males,) the remain- 
ing four New England States 145, and the States south | 
and west, 63. As with the males, Maine furnishes more 
females for wedlock than either of the other States. 

The remaining 1,547 comprise 1,080 Irish females, or . 
72.14 per cent. of all the foreign females, 185 born in 
the British American Provinces, 126 in Germany and 
Northern Europe, 79 in England, 21 in Scotland, 6 in 
other foreign places, while the birthplaces of 50 were 
unknown. 

The following table shows the birthplaces of each 
couple married. The right hand outside column of 
totals designates the males, while the females are de- 
noted in the bottom line of totals. 


Wie 
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The above table will be readily understood from the 
following explanation: ‘The outside right hand column 
shows that 233 grooms were Boston-born. Of these, 99 
married Boston-born females, 40 married the same num- 
ber of females from other parts of the State, 26 mar- 
ried females from Maine, and so on. 

Of the 925 New England males,, 750 married New 
England females, 53 married Irish females, and 55 mar- 
ried females born in the British Provinces. Of the 
960 Irish males, 870 married their own countrywomen; 
32, females from the Provinces; and 26 married females 
born in Boston. 

A glance at the table will show that the materials 
which make up a Boston population are of quite a 
diversified character, the Irish element largely predomi- 
nating. 3 
IV. Showing the Acus of each Couple at the tine of Marriage. 


AGES OF FEMALES. 


AGES OF MALES. Si 18 B 12 g Be) S g =] E 
3 |2i|3 |: 4.2) 3 } ee 
p{8|a|a)s|s | 8 sees 

Under 21 Years,..| 29 27 4 

21 to 25 Years,....) 229) 550) . 95 15 3 

95t080 do ....| 92| 426| 287) 481+ 6].... |.... | «el 

80to35 do .... 27 | 115 | 128 59 16 1 | ©. siese efile ea ee i 

85to40 do .... 6 25 64 47 29 38 8 

40045 do .... 1 7 22 21 13 10 Osea Ae 

AD to DOE GOs tees ier. ais 2 5 11 9 12 6 2 i 

50to60 do .... Silitertsete 4 10 9 10 8 6 it 

BO £070 MT rs Teg ties oles tg ee pte 3 4 2 

Oger 70 QO a2.) ncaa sky leek os 1 1 a 

Unknown, +533 i0shs.05 Bebe Aae | a sce oo 1. |. sce 9 ee 13 

Totals, 3. ii 887 | 1152 | 609] 209 85 40 20 13 3 18 
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the one preceding it. There were married 60 males un- 
der 21 years of age,—one less than were married the pre- 
vious year, making 2.36 per cent. of the number married. 
Four of these married females between 25 and 30 years 
of age. 892, or 35.17 per cent. of the males, married 
between the ages of 21 and 25, and 856, or 33.75 per. 
cent., married between 25 and 30 years. Of the 892 
males between the ages of 21 and 25, 229 married 
females under 20 years of age; 550 took partners who 
‘were about the same age; 95 chose wives whose ages 
were above 25 years; 15 selected partners of females 
over 30 years; while three took wives who were above 
35 years. 27 males over 30 years, 6 over 35, one over 
40, and 3 fastidious gentlemen of over 50 years, mar- 
ried females under 20. Fifty-one gentlemen between 
50 and 60 were married, 3 to maidens under 20, 4 to 
females between 25 and 30, 10 between 30. and 35, 9 
between 35 and 40, 10 between 40 and 45, 8 between 
45 and 50, and 6 between 50 and 60. There were 11 
males married who had passed their 60th year, while 3 
had left behind their 70th year. There were 76 females 
married who had passed their 40th year, 13 who had 
seen their 50th, while but three females over 60 years 
became brides. 

The favorite matrimonial period for both sexes is be- 
tween 21 and 25; the next is between 25 and 30. 

Among the males married were 60 minors; 43 were 
20 years of age; 10 were 19; 5 were 18; one was 17, 
and one was 16; the latter married a female 19 years of 
age. 

Among the females married, were 206 under 19 years 


_ of age; 143 were 18 years of age; 450f 17; 15 of 16; 


~ Qof 15; and 1 of 14. 


‘y 


16 CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 14. [Feb. 


V. Showing the Conviti0on (whether Widowed or Single) and 
Praces of Restpence of the parties Married. 


Females — No. times Married. || Residences at Time of Marriage. 


Males. fs 2 
° v 
=I a Z 3 
ae a|¢s <a oe 
| al] a] Ss] 2 foe a | & 
Ist Marriage, ........ 1984 | 159 6 | ..0. | 2149 || In Boston, uae 1923 | 2103 
2d oO ae karen s 227 | 110 9|.... | 846 || Other placesin State,| 481 | 363 
3d IED TRE eke ss 5 > 18 13 1 | 32 || Out of State, ....... 132 70 
RPh Misha ANF ce | Pee) | ape : 
Unknown,........... 8 8 
TL OtHIG, 7 bw seas 2230 | 282 16 8 | 2536 2536 | 2536 


The first marriages of males, it will be seen, amount 
to 2,149, or nearly 84.74 per cent. of all the marriages ; 
346 were second marriages, 32 were third, while only a 
single fourth marriage took place, which was of a 
gentleman of the ripe age of 71 with a maiden of 31. 

The first marriages of females number 2,230, or 87.93 
per cent. of all the marriages. Of these, 1984 were 
united to males who had never been married; 227 mar- 
ried widowers; 18 married men who had been wid- : 
owed twice, while one. ventured to take a gentleman 
whose essays in the matrimonial line had been made 
three times before. 

The condition of eight non-resident couples is un- 
known. ‘The residence of 1,923 males at the time of 
marriage was in Boston; 481 resided in other towns in — 
the State, and 132 belonged out of the State. 

Of the females, 2,103 resided in Boston; 363in other _ 
parts of the State; and 70 came from other States. 

Of the whole number of marriages, 24 were of cou- 
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ples, one or both of whom resided here, but who were 
married in other States. The law requires such parties 
to register their marriages on their return to the city. 

There were 397 instances in which the brides were 
older than the grooms. 

There were 46 colored couples married ; and 12 col-, 
ored males married white women. ‘There was one 
instance where the groom was white and the bride 
colored. 


MORTALITY OF THE YEAR. 


The annexed tables, illustrative of the mortality of 
the year 1856, show that there were 4,253 deaths in 
the city of Boston during that period, an increase of 
173 over the number recorded in 1855, Even this 
augmentation leaves the general result 188 below the 
record of 1854. With the exception of Scarlatina, 
which has proved exceedingly virulent during the latter 
part of the year, the city has suffered from no ept- 
demic; while some other diseases, which have usually 
prevailed to a greater or less extent, have been less fatal 
than they were in previous years. Among these the 
most marked is Smal/ Pox, from which not a death has 
been reported since August. 

In the City Registrar’s last Report, the regret was 
expressed that the present method of reporting deaths 
was so defective. ‘The experience of the past year has 
deepened the conviction received during the previous 


_ one, that, not only was the value of the registration sys- 


tem impaired by the imperfect manner in which it was 


carried out, but even crimes were perpetrated and 


3 


18 CITY DOCUMENT.—No. 14. [Feb. 


effectually concealed through these very defects. So long 
as licenses for interments are issued on the returns now 
required by law, without the attestation of competent 
authority as to their correctness, flagrant crimes may be 
committed with little hazard of exposure. As proof of 
this observation, attention is called to the following 
incident. 

An undertaker was employed a few months since to 
superintend the funeral of a female, who was said to 
have died of typhoid fever. On applying for the 
requisite license to inter the body, the undertaker ex- : 
pressed his doubt, from the character of the house 
where the death occurred, concerning the cause of 
death. As the return was properly made, and nothing 
beyond a mere surmise was thrown out, the usual license 
was given, and the body interred accordingly. ‘Two or 
three days subsequently, two ladies called at this office 
to. Inquire concerning the female in question. They 
stated that the deceased had, a short time previously, 
resided in their family, but had afterwards left it with- 
out informing them of her new abode. They stated 
that soon after her departure, a young man, who was 
understood to have been paying his addresses to her, 
called at their residence and. informed them that she had 
died out of the city, but was brought back and buried 
at Hast Boston. ‘This misrepresentation, in connection 
with the character of the house where the death took — 
place, created a suspicion that something was wroug. 
The body, accordingly, was disinterred, and an examin- 
ation made, when it was fully proved that aportion had 
been practised, which, in all probability, had caused 4 
death. Arrests were made; among the number the 4 
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renders that an improvement upon our own. Although 
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“Doctor,” who was alleged to have produced the abor- 
tion, and held to bail for trial. Although little doubt 
existed that the death in question resulted from the 
assigned cause, it was found impossible to fasten the 
guilt upon the suspected parties, and they altogether 
escaped. ‘Two other cases of a similar character occur- | 
red previously, one of which was properly investigated, 
but nothing definite was brought home to the suspected 
parties. 

These are but three instances; but there might not 
have been more obstacles to the occurrence of a dozen, 
nor could the present mode of reporting deaths furnish 
means to detect them. A murder may be committed: 
a report of the death is made, ascribed to any disease 
that the person reporting the case may choose, together 
with a few simple items of information, and permission 
asked to remove the body from the city for interment. 
No suspicion being entertained, the required permission 
is given. On arriving at the place of burial, the same 
particulars are furnished there that were given in the 
first instance, and the body is interred. Unless suspi- 
cion is excited by other circumstances, no detection will 
probably result. Who can say that such imstances do 
not actually occur every year? 

The Registration Act of Rhode Island, enacted in 
1855, makes it the duty of physicians to report deaths ; 


and where death occurs without the attendance of a 


physician, that duty is imposed on coroners. The last 
report of the City Registrar of Providence, shows that 
this feature in the Registration system of Rhode Island 


_ entire accuracy is not to be expected, some approxima- 
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tion to that result, however, may be reasonably looked 
for. In most cases of death where physicians were in 
attendance, the cause of death could be definitely 
stated ; the remainder could be so described as to prove 
of almost equal practical benefit. In regard to the 
large number who die without being visited by a phy- 
sician, it might be made the duty of the City Physician 
to see such after death, and report the result of his ex- 
amination. Whatever uncertainty there might be in 
this course, it would not be a tithe of that which exists 
under the present system. 

Another advantage of a public character would result 
under the change above indicated. ‘The City Physician 
would become daily cognizant of the exact sanitary 
condition of all parts of the city, and of the habits and 
mode of living of those among whom the deaths indi- 
cated occurred. ‘This personal inspection would enable 
him to make such suggestions to the Board of Health 
as would prove conducive to the public health, as well 
as serve to prevent or expose misdeeds such as have 
been alluded to. With these suggestions, the subject is 
respectfully urged upon the attention of the City 
Council. 

The following table, showing the number of deaths — 
on each day of the year, will be interesting as one of 
reference. The correspondence between the number of 7 
deaths in each of the first six and of the ninth months 7 
of the past year, with the number that died in the same ~ 
months in 1855, is singular, there being only a differ- — 
ence of 35 deaths for the whole period. It will also be — 
observed, that the mortality in August last did not sO 
greatly preponderate over some of the other months, as 
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is usually the case-—the number of deaths in that month 
being not much larger than those in September and 
December. The increased mortality of the year 1856 
over that of 1855, occurred principally in November 
and December. In the former month, the present table 
shows an increase of 70 deaths, and in the latter of 101, 
over the number in the corresponding months of the 
previous year. ‘This great difference is undoubtedly to 
be attribued to the prevalence of Scarlatina, of which 
65 died in November, and 115 in December. 
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VI. Showing the Dratus in Boston, on each day of the 
Year 1856, as reported by Funeral Undertakers, 
and others. | 
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_ The following table shows the population of each 
ward, the per centage of the same to that of the whole 
city, the number of deaths in each ward, and their per 


centage to the entire mortality. The population is set 


down as given by the census of 1855, and includes that 
portion of South Boston known as Washington Village. 


re 


ar ret Biasiation. Per Cent. of Number of Per Cent. of 
Population. Deaths. Deaths. 
Tee 19,264 11.83 634 14.90 
PP ate dae s/s}. 16,968 9.80 509 11.96 
mien te... 13,175 8.09 318 7.47 
Me ane 7,912 4.86 119 2.79 
est... 10,428 6.40 343 8.06 
AS eee 11,597 7.12 215 5.05 
Res eh 18,430 11.32 472 11.09 
eis: | 12,690 7.79 328 7.71 
a ee 9,541 5.86 212 4.98 
Aan pee 12,553 7.71 310 7.28 
TO. cos... 13,264 8.15 328 7.71 
Pree ae. 17,931 11.01 465 10.93 
162,748 99.94 4253 99.93 


By comparing the above statement with the similar 
one of the previous year, a considerable difference will 


be observed. In eight wards—the first three, the 5th, 


6th, 9th, 10th, and 11th,—this year’s table. shows an 
increase in the number of deaths, while wards 4, 7, 8, 
and 12, exhibit a considerable decrease. In ward 3 
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there is an increase of three deaths, but the percentage 
is slightly diminished. In ward 4 there are recorded 
119 deaths, being 2.79 per cent. only of all the deaths, 
against 135 deaths, and a percentage of 3.30 of the pre- 
vious year. Wards 7, 8, and 12, present the most favor- 
able change: the first showing the diminished number 
of 472 deaths, with a percentage of 11.09 against 513 
deaths, and 12.57 per cent., and the latter 465 deaths, 
and a percentage of 10.953, contrasted with 526 deaths, 
and 12.89 per cent. Ward 6 has retrograded. The 
number that died there in 1855 was only 160, making 
3.92 per cent. of the whole number of deaths. This | 
year’s table gives 215 as the number of deaths, and 
5.05 as the percentage. Reference to the statement 
concerning Scarlatina will show, that the prevalence of 
that disease does not account for the increase of mor- 
tality in that locality. The greatest merease was in 
ward 6, being 55 deaths ; and the greatest decrease in 
ward 12, a decrease of 61. 

It is proper to state, that the deaths allotted to ward 
2, comprise 100 that occurred in the State Hospital at 
Rainsford Island, and 34 that took place at Deer Island. 
Ward 5 has to bear the burden of 118 deaths that occur- 
red in the Massachusetts General Hospital, and five in 
the Suffolk Jail; and lastly, South Boston is made to 
include 31 deaths in the Lunatic Asylum, and 11 in the — 
House of Correction. This explanation will serve to 
restore wards 2 and 5 somewhat to a level with the — 
sanitary condition of their sister wards; but no such 
excuse can be urged in behalf of the north-end ward. | 
Although the population of ward one is the largest of — 
the twelve-—making 11.83 per cent. of the entire popu- — 
lation,—there is no good reason why the deaths there 
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should amount to near 15 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. 

The aggregate ages of all who died in Boston during 
the year 1856, amount to 85,745 years,—allowing an 
average age of 19.69 years. The previous year the 
average age was 19.88. If the aggregate ages of those. 
who died from casualties, &c., be deducted from the 
eross amount, the average age will be 19.39 years, a 
considerable reduction from the result of the preceding 
year, when the average age was nearly 21 years. If 
the sum of the whole be divided according to sexes, 
(excluding casualties, Xc.,) the aggregate ages of the 
males will amount to 56,566 years, giving to them an 
average age of 17.77 years. 

The aggregate ages of 1,970 females, (exclusive of 64 
who died from casualties, &c.,) amount to 41,520 years, 
which give an average of over 21 years. In the pre- 
vious year, the average age was over 22 years. 

The aggregate ages of those who were native born, 
amount to 37,374 years, allowing an average age of 
24.58 years. Native born males number 773, giving 
21.55 years to each. Native born females number 747. 
Their aggregate ages'reach 20,724, yielding an average 
of 27.74 years, being more than six years in their favor 
over the males. 

The number of foreigners who died (thus terming all 
under 21 years of age born of foreign parents) was 
2,733. Theit aggregate ages amount to 46,368 years, 
which allows them an average age of 16.96 years, more 
than seven years below the average age of the native 
born population. The aggregate ages of foreign males 
amount to 24,080, and allow to that sex the average 
age of 16.65 years. 

+ 
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The average age of foreign females amounts to 17.31, 
being nearly one year in their favor over the males, but 
falling more than ¢en years below that of the native 
born females. 

There died 537 married males,—twenty less than 
were reported the preceding year,—and furnishing 
12.62 per cent. of all the deaths, and 24.20 of all the 
males. Of the whole number, foreigners furnish 336, 
or 62.56 per cent. Of widowers, there died 64,—33 
native, and 31 foreign born,—four more than died the 
previous year. The number of married females that 
died is 471, or over 11 per cent. of all the deaths, and 
23.15 per cent. of the females. Of the entire number, 
foreign females contribute 276, or 58.59 per cent. It 
will be observed, that of the deaths among the married 
portion of the community, the foreign born contribute 
much the largest number; while among the widowers 
and widows the scale is slightly turned the other way. 

The number of colored persons that died during the 
year was 71,—eight more than was recorded the pre- 
ceding year. Of these, 58 were males, and 33 females. 
The aggregate ages of these amount to 1,964 years, giv- 
ing to them an average age of 27.66. The aggregate 
ages of the males are 1,142 years, of the females, 822, 
allowing to the former an average age of 30 years, and to 
the latter very near 25 years. According to the census 
of 1855, the deaths among the colored population were 
as one in 31.26—a slight advance on the result of the 
previous year. Among the whites the rate of mortality 
is as 1 in 38.38—against 1 in 39.96 the previous year. 

There were two deaths of centenarians, both females, 


reported as having reached the ages of 101 and 110 — 
years. Be 
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Stillborn children are classed differently by those who 
are engaged in mortuary statistics ; by some among the 
births, and by others among the deaths. In the pres- 
ent report they are tabulated below by themselves. 
The number reported the past year was 273—161 males 
and 112 females—an increase of 45 over the number 
recorded the previous year. They were reported as 
follows :— 


g 3 

® S 2 a 

c S| a a 

a | & a | & 
sy J) AHUALY,: «a po rato 10} 9 1| In July, 2.355 ene 14 9 
Bebruaryy). ss oso 12| 6 Augusty:. ss ¥a'a's steers 12 8 
Marche. 32.6554) 5 <- 18 | 8 September, ....... ..| 12-| - 5 
PAE sk a nis) tee ek 15 | 14 October, si5506>mmee 17 | 14 
May, i503 fates ene x 19 | 8 November, .......+: 6 7 
SUNG, bolt eres pots. = 19 | 14 December; tise etapa 7} 10 
161; 112 


Three of the males in March were triplets. To the 
number of deaths, instances of stillborn children are as 
1 in 15.57. Compared with the births, they are as 1 to 
21.69. 

The following analysis of table VIL will show the 
ratio of deaths in certain periods of life to the entire 
mortality. Whole number of deaths, 4,253. ‘There died, 
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1855 

Under 1 year, ..| 1017 | Being ........ 23.91 | Percent. || 1045 | Being | 26.61 | Per cent. 

lto 2 do ..| 515 12.10 

2to 8 do ..| 259 1038, being 6.08 24.40 964 | Do | 23.62 Do 

8 to 5 do ..| 264 6.20 

6 to 10 do ..} 195 | Being ........ 4.58 | Percent.|| 152 | Do 3.72 Do 
tee aeray) ) Do ........ 1.64 Do 56 | Do 1.37 Do 
16 9) doy) 188) Do ........ 3.12| Do 135 | Do | 3.30} Do 
mite g0s ao 2) 809). Da’ ........ 11.738 Do 469 | Do 11.49 Do 
masons sue 4) 400) Do. ........ 9.61 Do 423 | Do | 10.36 Do 
Sn t0-60) UG os) Sai; Do ........ 7.78 Do 273 | Do 6.69 Do 
oy to Gedo ..) 193; Do ........ 4.53 Do 209 | Do 5.12 Do 
Mi togeedntib ih) Do ......... 4.02} Do 151} Do | 8.70| Do 
ES > 2.89 Do 130 | Do 3.18 Do 
er tee Me ett Ol DO ......00. 1.43 Do 62 | Do 1.51 Do 
Ce bs ee ee |e 0” er .30 Do 11} Do .26 Do 

4253 99.92 4080 99.93 


The number of children that died under one year of 
age is 28 less than in the previous year. Such is also 
the case in regard to those dying in each of the five 
periods between 15 and 20, 30 and 40, 50 and 60, 70 
and 80, and 80 and 90. 

The following table, embracing all who died between 
1 day and 20 years of age, arranged according to par- 
entage, will be of some interest to those familiar with 
vital statistics : 
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By an examination of the above, the following result 
will be seen: Of the 1,017 children who died under 
one year, 96 or 9.43 per cent. died on the day of their 
birth; of these, 80 were of foreign parentage. Of the 
whole number that died under one year, 383 or 37.65 
per cent. died between six months and one year. Of 
this number the children of foreign parents comprise 
303 or 79.11 per cent. Those dying under six months, 
number 654 or 14.90 per cent. of all the deaths, and of 
which the children of foreign parents number 437 or 
68.92 per cent. 

The following table contains all foreigners over 

twenty years of age. 
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It will be seen by the preceding table, that of 1,800 
persons who died over 20 years of age, 1,001 or 55.61 
per cent. were foreign born. Of these, persons born 
in Ireland make 83.11 per cent. 
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Accidents —The number of deaths from causes thus 
designated amount to 181,— 29 more than were thus 
recorded the year previous. Those dying from coup de 
soleil, and a few others separately distinguished im the 
foregoing table, should, perhaps, be classed among the 
accidents: but as a matter of reference, they are pre- 
sented in their present form. The number who died 
from external causes, including Suicides and Homicides, 
amount to 225 or 5.29 per cent. of all the deaths. The 
year before, the number of deaths from corresponding 
causes, fell below 4 per cent. of the entire bill of 
mortality. 

Apoplecy—Of the 33 who died from this cause,— 
being four less than the number reported in th —22 
were native born. 

Diseases of the Bowels——Sixty-one deaths from the 
various diseases thus classed, 42 of which were of 
Inflammation of Bowels, are reported in this year’s table, 
against 48.the preceding year. Seven of the number 


are recorded under the somewhat w-classic term of 


“ Stoppage,’ and 12 under the comprehensive one of 
“ Diseases of Bowels.’ The last is a familiar designation 
in these reports, and is likely to be perpetual. A per- 
sistent attempt was made throughout the entire year 
to obtain specific terms for the causes thus reported, but 
in vain. | 

Diseases of the Brain—Deaths from diseases of the 


brain amount to 130, or over 3 per cent. of the whole — 
number of deaths. Of these, 42 were of Inflammation 
of Brain, and 71 of Congestion of Brain. The year pre- 


vious the number thus classed was 1365. 
Cancer—Sixteen deaths from this cause are recorded 


‘ 


Cae aa o¢i7 #7) 
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this year, 16 less than the number reported in 1855. 


The location of the disease, in each case, has been spe- 
cified with all possible accuracy. 

Consumplion—As usual, this disease appears as the 
grand destroyer. Its totality of victims in the present 
table, is seen to be 760, an increase of 25 over last | 


_ year’s record, and making nearly 17.87 per cent. of all 


the deaths. Although there were less deaths from Con- 
sumption in 1855 than in 1854, there was an increase in 
the percentage of mortality from that cause in the 
former year. The present table shows an increase in 
the number of deaths, but a re/ative decrease in the per- 
centage. By the following statement, it will be seen, 
that of those dying from this disease, foreigners make 
63.81 per cent. ‘The same class furnished 69 per cent. 
of the victims of the previous year. 


Males. Females. 


Of persons born in the United States, there died......... Tite yeee 164 
os . PUEINOEOIAC Shs ww es Ve tlet cee neces 204.84 os 196 
‘ 2 «& = Germany and North of Europe,........10........ 7 
. - Peeeeisogiand and Wales,... ...6.....0.60 65.209 aan 8 
a: os =o isritish American Provinces, ........ PIER 14 
6 og OE oe a Aiwa res 2 
Ae i See eucner foreign countires,............. 6 8 
ermemereneraeetOrcign parents,..............cciecceess Sere ee 13 

353 407 


As usual, those born in Ireland furnish more than 
half of the victims, being no less than 52.63 per cent. 
of the entire number. As in last year’s record, the Irish 
males and females furnish about an equal number, vary- 
ing only eight, while the American females exceed the 
American males by 53. By the census of 1855, the 
Trish population is given as 69,236. ‘The above table 
shows that | in every 173 of this number dies of Con- 
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sumption. The German population is stated to be | 
4,590, of which 1 in every 270 dies. The native popula- 
tion is given as 76,380, of which 1 in every 277.74 dies. 
When the employments, habits, and habitations of the 
class first named are considered, the fatality of this 
disease among them is not to be wondered at. The fact 
is significant, and is susceptible of but one inference. 

The following table, giving the number of deaths 
from Consumption in each ward, and in the several pub- 
lic institutions, will prove interesting to all engaged in 
sanitary or mortuary matters :— 


Wards. Deaths. | Wards. Deaths. | Public Institutions. Deaths. | 


LN ta fob anh VO5 08) bho 108 A (lens shot dade Reed 97 | Mass. Hospital, ....... 29 
SEG bigtpe ys Am miabins 63 B. awed opts son een 7 Lunatic Asylum, ..... 12 
Bee ese okhp ve batig-s 51 D  ajune pow shen terne 45 | Deer Island, .......«.> 10 
oN iethab eee ine vex ee Ree 49 | Rainsford Island, ..... 21 
Das isa se kieeshAsnas UNS eRe ce 45 | House of Correction,.. 2 
Jee enters Fire 1 Pe) eb San en > SE 63 "760 


To those who are not residents of the City, or who 
are unacquainted with the topographical and other 
characteristics of the several wards, a few remarks re- 
garding them may not be unacceptable. 

Ward 1, the most populous ward of the twelve, com- 
prises the north end of the city, and is entirely circum- 
scribed on the east, north and west, by the Charles 
River. Its population is largely made up of foreigners, 
and embraces a portion of a district similar in character — 
to that of the “Five Points” of New York. The 
ground is low and flat on the east, north, and extreme — 
west, thickly studded with dwellings, mostly of an infe- — 
rior character. Other portions of the ward comprise — 
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elevated ground, and are occupied by dwellings of a 
respectable character. The deaths from Consumption 
in this ward make 16.24 per cent. of the entire mor- 
tality here. 

Ward 2, or East Boston, is an island in the harbor, 
and ranks as the fourth ward in population. Portions. 
of it are elevated ground, while others are low and 
marshy. The whole of it is fully exposed to the east 
winds which come from the sea. The deaths from Con- 
sumption in this ward make 16.80 per cent. of all the 
deaths here. 
~ Ward 3 is the sixth in population, which is of a mixed 
character. Portions of it contain overcrowded tene- 
ments, presenting the usual characteristics of such a 
condition. The deaths from Consumption in this 
locality make 16.03 per cent. of all the deaths in this 
ward. 

Ward 4 ranks twelfth in population. It embraces 
portions of North and Cross streets, and various popu- 
lous lanes and alleys that intersect them. It was in this 
portion of the ward where no inconsiderable part of the 
mortality occurred. The deaths from Consumption 
make 14.28 per cent: of the mortality of the ward. 

Ward 5 is at the west side of the city, with its western 
front on the Charles River. It is the tenth in popula- 
tion. ‘The general condition of the streets -is good, and 
the dwellings for the most part of a respectable charac- 
ter. The deaths from Consumption here make 17.70 
per cent. of the whole number of deaths in the ward. 

Ward 6, the ninth in population, adjoins ward 5, with 
the same western boundary, but occupies much more 
elevated ground. Its southern line is the Common, in 
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the vicinity of which are some of the most costly resi- 
dences in the city. It is well to state, that it isin this 
ward that the great bulk of the colored population 
reside, of whom, however, only ten died of Consump- 
tion. The deaths from this disease here make 20.46 per 
cent. of the whole mortality in the ward. 

Ward 7 is the second in population, and is largely 
made up of foreigners. It embraces the “ Fort Hill” 
district, with its eastern boundary fronting on the water, 
in close proximity to which are numerous tenements, 
huddled so closely together as to admit of little or no 
ventilation, and scarcely allowing any approach to clean- 
liness. The deaths in this ward number 472, of which 
those from Consumption make 20.55 per cent. 

Ward 8, the seventh in population, is largely made up 
of ground formed by fillmg up the wharves on its 
eastern boundary. This ward also contains a large 
foreign population, inhabiting overcrowded, ill-ventilated 
dwellings, the cellars of which are filled with water at — 
the rising of the tide. Of the entire mortality of the 
ward, Consumption makes 21.54 per cent. 

Ward 9 is the eleventh in population, and embraces 
that portion of the city in which the Common is situ- 
ated. Although many of its streets are narrow, the 
dwellings generally are of a respectable character. The 
mortality from Consumption makes 21.22 per cent. of 
all the deaths in the ward. na 

Ward 10 ranks as the eighth in population. The re- — 
marks used in reference to ward 8 are applicable to a 
portion of this ward. Of the mortality, Consumption 
makes but 15.80 per cent. | 

Ward 11, the fifth in population, comprises the — 
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southern part of the city, known as the “ Neck,” a nar- 
row strip of about a mile in length, and about half a 
mile in width. Its entire eastern line borders on South 
Boston Bay, while its western boundary is the Basin 
formed by the Mill Dam, the waters of which formerly 
overflowed a considerable portion of the “ Neck.” The 
streets of this ward mostly intersect each other at mght 
angles, and are being rapidly filled up with dwellings of 
a superior character. ‘The deaths from Consumption in 
this ward amount to but 15.78 per cent. of the mortal- 
ity of the ward. 

Ward 12, or South Boston, is a peninsula, and is the 
third in population, a large proportion of which are for- 
eign-born. Its situation is elevated, with most of its 
streets laid out at right angles and filled up, with but few 
exceptions, with houses of a respectable character. The 
deaths from Consumption in this ward make but 13.54 
per cent. of the mortality from all causes. 

The deaths from Consumption in the various Public 
Institutions amount to 74, being 24.74 per cent. of the 
whole mortality in those places. 

By the foregoing, it will be seen that of the twelve 
wards, the percentage of deaths from Consumption is 
greatest in ward 8, and the least in ward 12. 

The subjoined statement, showing the occupations of 
all the males who died from Consumption, may be inter- 
esting as a matter of reference: 
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SB DOTELS, A ys ah ah saw se 356.5) “Mapons, eunss eos foes ye 2| United States Soldiers,.. 1 
MAMUGIBi basa tava cl sabe ane AG) ROORRIBs b's Wek pies oars % 2| Railroad Gatekeepers, .. 1 
PMLLOTRs x's sac ee oot sub as 16¢ Ml atterey. cigierseveeves 2; Innkeepersy’a...0neee ees 1 
orig. 4 ais cceseke wate aan AD ASOOMETH, Vien a8 weiss vs 2 | Tinplate Workers, ...... 1 
Printers, 5-5 5h ansitean sy 10 | Contractors, ..........- 2 | Slaters, ..\..s00snenereees 1 
Shoemakers, ........... 10 }  Eaipraveré, vceees «ease 2| Gardeners, ....sseapers 1 
MIATIBOTS, | on wv gk chs vas 8 | Harnessmakers, ....... 2| Auctioneers, ............ 1 
Stonecutters, ........... 6 | Boardinghouse Keepers, 2 | Marketmen,............ | 
Moerchantsy csa0 saves ass 6") Plombers, . sewer. tds 2| Confectioners, .......... 1 
WY GSDRIEG ies a babhee ukidivs O:} “Riggers, ..vieeasis vers 2 | Brushmakers,) sysve.s0s = i | 
ie Viti. ARR a ae Be 5 | Eatinghouse Keepers,.. 2 | Weavers, .......sss.«s- 1 
ATUOEION, tise newness 6} Lawyers, savebvshaacens 2| Daguerreotypists,....... 1 
CRP DCTECTS, s seses esis one 6 | .Armorers, \ usvaeen) can 1 | Silverplaters,.:3 pcsaca-5 1 
EMT YEIB Ss bisa o.n to x Kae 5"!  Sailmakers,’e..cu.0sacne 1| Paperhangers, .......... i 
PRUE, i ich ta eninacs ane 8} BReporters, ..sescccentas 1 | Gasmakers,) s .isiewe 1 
Gentlemen, .........000: 8B | Millers, \......te0s ase 1| Artists, .. 4: 0. Mie eee 1 
Blacksmiths, ........+.. 8S} Sostlers, ..s6s. een 1 | Jewellers; iisentscoesnts 1 
Clergymen,....... Mek eins 8 | Watchmakers,......... 1| Cabinetmakers, ........ 4 
SPOOR Sa "v arg dire oid a sclnks 8 | Messengers, <...csssen- 1 | Policemen, 4 sscasiienane 1 
Coppersmiths, .......... 2) RILOTR, on. gehen ee 1] Curriere, <5 tiiecesewenee 1 
PRE sia er ak oe alae 2 | Marbleworkers,........ 1| No occupations, ........ 35 
Bookbinders, ........... 2 


The above shows that of the whole number of those 
whose occupations are given, Laborers make 42.45 per 
cent. Traders and Tailors each 5.05 per cent.; Clerks 
3.04 per cent.; Printers and Shoemakers each 3.01 per 
cent.; Mariners 2.05 per cent.; Merchants, Waiters, and 
Stonecutters each 1.08 per cent.; and Painters, Truck- 
men, Carpenters, and Machinists each 1.05 per cent. 
The aggregate number of these 14 classes amounts to 
244, making 69.12 per cent. of all the males dying from 
Consumption, while the remaining 50 classes, represented 


by 109 persons, make 30.87 per cent. 


Convulsions—Contribute 109 to the bill of mortality, — 
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of which number, the children of foreigners furnish 87. 
The preceding year there were 128 deaths from this 
cause, the victims being in like proportion from the 
same Classes. 

Cholera Infantum—The deaths thus specified amount 
to 207, or nearly 4.87 per cent. of all the deaths. Of 
this number, children of foreign parentage comprise 151, 
while only 53 were children of native parentage. 

Croup—Presents a diminished number in this report, 
120 against 145 the preceding year. The children of 
foreigners furnish 94 or 78.33 per cent. of the mortality 
from this cause. 

Debility Fifty-five deaths thus designated appear in 
this year’s table, the same number that occurred in 
1855. Little reliance can be placed upon the cause of 
death thus specified. 

Dysentery and Diarrhwa—Contribute 125 and 25 res- 
pectively to the past year’s mortality, a decrease of 18 
of the former, and an increase of one of the latter, com- 
pared with the number recorded in 1855. 

Infantile Diseases—Deaths from diseases incident to 
infancy amount to 222, or nearly 5.22 per cent. of all 
the deaths. The previous year, this class of diseases 
made 6.81 per cent. 

Dropsy—Seventy nine deaths are reported, four less 
than occurred in 1855, 36 being of native born persons, 
the same number of foreign born, and seven recorded 
as children of foreign parents. 

Dropsy in Head—There is but little variation in the 
number that die from this cause from year to year. 
Like “Disease of the Bowels,” it is a convenient term 
by which to designate those dying from unknown causes. 
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The present record shows that 162, or 3.80 per cent. of 
the entire mortality, died from this disease in 1856, of 
whom those of foreign parentage number 115, or 70 per 
cent. of the entire mortality from this cause. . 

Childbirth—Of the 36 deaths from diseases incident 
to childbirth, 26 were foreign born females, and only 10 
American. Nearly the same difference existed in the 
record of 1855, and exhibits a result contrary to the pop- 
ular belief, that foreign born females possess more 
vigorous and enduring physical organizations than those 
born here. The premature resumption of domestic 
labors, and exposure, by foreign born females after 
childbirth, undoubtedly are the chief causes of this dis- 
parity. 

Erysipelas—Furnishes a reduced number in this year’s 
table—26 against 36 the year before. ‘This is the same 
number that died of it'in 1852, and is the smallest num- 
ber reported in any one of the preceding seven years. 

Typhoid Fever—Seventy instances of death from this 
disease are noted in this year’s table, 8 less than occur- 
red in the preceding year, of which Americans contri- 
bute 42, and foreigners 28, about the same proportion 
recorded in last report. Of deaths from Typhus Fever, 
the present record shows a decrease of one half. 

Diseases of the Heart—Of the class of diseases thus | 
denominated, embracing Pericarditis, and others not spe- _ 
cifically ascertained, 115 are reported, an increase of 20 
over the number recorded the preceding year. These ~ 
diseases comprise 2.70 per cent. of all the deaths — 
Americans furnish 63 instances, foreigners 44, and chil — 
dren of foreigners 8. 7 

Homicides—Deaths from violence are 3 less than were — 
recorded in last report: : 


at oe Se a0 
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ooping- Cough—But 57 deaths from this cause are 
recorded this year, 21 less than in 1855, only 12 of 
which were children of American parents. 

Intemperance—The number thus recorded is 36, an 
increase of 5 over the number reported the year 
before. For each of the last seven years, deaths from 
this cause have appeared as follows :—15, 12, 17, 22, 28, 
45, 31, a gradual increase, the largest number being in 
1854. Of the whole number recorded this year, 13 were 
American born. 

Diseases of the Liver—Have caused 32 deaths the past 
year. As this much-abused organ is often made to bear 
more than its proper proportion of the diseases of the 
human subject, every report which locates the cause of 
death in it, isto be closely scrutinized. As it is the 
prime point of attack from the combined forces of 
syrups and pills, it may not, perhaps, be wondered at if 
it should be subject to about half of the diseases that 
afflict mankind. 

Diseases of the Lungs——Of this class of diseases 261 
deaths have occurred, an increase of 35 over the num- 
ber reported the previous year, and embraces Pneumo- 
nia, Congestion of Lungs, and some specified as “ Diseases 
of the Lungs.” These diseases have been very fatal 
this year, and contribute 6.13 per cent. to the entire 
mortality. Americans furnish 100 to the number of 
victims, foreigners 50, and children of foreigners 111. 
With the exception of the months of June, July, and 
August, the deaths from these diseases were very evenly 
distributed throughout the remaining nine months. 

Marasmus.—There are recorded 89 instances of death 


_ from this cause. The same suspicion attaches to this 


T 
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term, so far as affects this report, as to the others before 
alluded to. It is gratifying to see, however, that 77 cases 
less of this disease are subjected to suspicion this year 
than were recorded the year before. 

Measles—There has been a slight increase in the num- 
ber of deaths from this cause the present year, 77 being 
the number, of which children of foreign parents fur- 
nish 61, or 79.22 per cent. of the total amount. 

Old Age-—The instances thus reported in this year’s 
table are but 57, 13 males and 44 females, 24 less than 
the number recorded the year before ; 57 were American 
born, and 20 foreign born. The average age of both 
the native and the foreign males was 85 years. Foreign 
females average 85 years, and the American females 
but 83. : 

Paralysis and Pleurisy give 389 and 53 respectively to 
the bill of mortality, an increase in the number of each. , 

Scarlatina—Next to Consumption, this disease has 
been the most destructive, enrolling in its list of victims 
no less a number. than 362, or 8.51 per cent. of all the 
deaths. It has been prevailing since March last, in 
which month 10 deaths occurred, gradually increasing, 
with slight variations, to the end of December, in which 
month 115 deaths occurred. Two-thirds of the deaths 
from this disease took place in wards 1, 2, 3,9, ll and 12, — 
while only 8 happened in ward 4. It may be interest- 
ing to tabulate the instances, as follows: 


Wards. Deaths. | Wards. Deaths. | Wards. Deaths. | Wards, Deaths. 


Livh versus kp? 68 eS eee 8 t sind gape es 25 10. a .kecaeeuen 26 
ahs Piles > caps 38 Deena ah wine 3 26 Bei tawh ws pens 21 LD’ siege eee 40 
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The ages at which death occurred, are as follows: 


RSM hCG AG SCYs ce vvscsccees 28 Wrom 6 0 6 yeari,\..c.dsscccevvsagers 96 

RRP OEM U isto cess ccecsss 72 From 6 to 10 years,’ ........cccecendee 78 

OOOO FORTE, Clie c ck cece cee eee 7 Frau 10 to 15‘ years, a ev A ees ae 8 
| 


There were reported two instances where the subjects 
were said to be over 30 years, and one of 40 years: 
they are so recorded in the table of “ Causes of Death,” 
but some doubt exists in regard to the correctness of 
this assignation. Of the deaths from this cause, 95 are 
reported as of native birth, 28 were foreign born, and 
239, or 66 per cent. of the whole number, were children 
of foreigners. The last two classes make 73.75 per cent. 

Small Pox —The number of deaths from this disease 
is 78, against 182 the previous year, a decrease of 104. 
But five cases have occurred since June last, and none 
subsequent to August, in which month, only two deaths 
are recorded. Of the whole number of cases, those of 
native birth make 55.84 per cent. 

Suicides —Of these, 10 instances were native born, the 
whole number being three less than occurred the year 
before. 

Teething—The present record contains 141 deaths 
thus designated, or 5.51 per cent. of all the deaths. The 
year previous, there were reported 196 cases. There 
can be little doubt that many of these were susceptible 
of more correct designations. 

Worms—Occasioned 12 deaths, the entire number 
being children of foreigners. 

Unknown Diseases—The major portion of the deaths 
thus recorded were of children—116 out of 158. These 
and those dying from “ Infantile Diseases,” which might 
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very properly be classed with them, make 380, and 
comprise 8.93 per cent. of the entire mortality. 


The following table contains 4,036, or 94.89 per cent. of 
the deaths, and gives the birthplaces and parentage of the 
deceased. It will be noticed, that of the number of deaths 
recorded, foreigners and their children make 65.51 per cent., 
or stand towards those born here in the ratio of nearly two 
to one. 


Causes of Death. Causes of Death. 


A 
- ee 
Accidents, ....... 181 4 48 Heart, diseases of | 115 
Apoplexy,........ 33 te Sipe, Homicides, ...... ll 


Number 
| Native 
| 
ad «pet | Foreign 
| Foreign Parentage 


‘ | 
22 . 

Bowels, diseasesof; 61 32 9 . Hooping Cough, .| 57 
48 


Brain,, do doj| 130 20 | 62||Intemperance,...| 36 | 
Consumption, ....| 760 | 275 | 467 18 | Liver, diseases of .| 82 10) | Stes. 
Convulsions, ..... 109 18 4 87 | Lungs, do do.| 261] 101 
CholeraInfantum,| 207 53 8 {| 151 || Marasmus,....... 89 42 
OLOUDS sah vest ast 121 25 2 94 || Measles, ......... 17 9 
Diarrhea, ........ 25 14 10 14) Old Age, >..«caaee 57 oT" “Sitaves 
Dysentery, ....... 123 51 31 41 || Paralysis,........ 39 27 
DSDALILY, feo scenes 55 23 82: Pees Pigdvisy, » .1sae08 53 12 
DOPEOEYs ies ohn knes 78 86 36 6 || Scrofula, ........ 18 12 
Dropsy in Head,..| 152 42 | 105 5 || Small Pox, ...... 78 42 
Diseases, Infantile,| 222 i? eae 177 || Suicides, ........ 18 10 l. 

Do Puerperal,| 386 10 20. 1.e ak Teething, s..: cées 141 38 
Erysipelas, ....... 26 12 7 T Ah TRSORM, asc aen 28 23 
Fever, Typhiod,..| 70 42 25 S i} WOK, 20655 tanks 11 @.wais 

Do Typhus, ... 4 i or: Unknown, ....... 158 38 


6 
Do Scarlet, ...| 862 


TOGA, .visersercevcvaeeards pyssavacces 4036 


ae ee 


oe 
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XI. Taste showing the Duatus in Boston in 1856, from 
other than Natural Causes. 


ACOIDENTS. ACODIENTS. M| F 
SPOON, Facawtaccvctenceveccesces 52 Run over by vehicles, ............ 8] 38 
Killed on Railroads, .............. 9 |....|| Choked by piece of meat, ......... Led 
Killed by fall of pile of coals, ..... 2 |....|| Fracture of skull by fall, ......... 8} 2 
TL 1 |....|| Fracture of leg by fall, ........... hehe 
Do, do bricks,........... 1 Killed by fall of ice from a house,| 1 |.... 
men GO, GRETIOK, ......... 1 |....|| Thrown from sleigh, ............. bath 
Do do _ baleof cotton,...| 1 /|....|| Jumped from windows, .......... ee) 
"Deo do brick wall,....... 1 ....|| By abortion, retry | dam & 
a bi) SG OTONOE NR: 6 vi ckdcecdcamddetuts ar 1 
Do kick of a horse,......... Bebcodel) Fee MEOO UGG, yoo coy peek escceunet Daas 
DO) “SUMSEFOKS, ... 2. si 0....0. EA RP UNS « sia bad cea <u ek aneeueareee 11 | 18 
Do —_ drinking cold water, 1 s RON S; sais c2455 45 ee ccadek ne aniad 6| 7 
Fell through scuttles,.............- 8 Beene, 2 dh<s oe 0490s cuacen tee 8| 4 
Do from a scaffold, ............-. 1}. | Crushed by ferryboat, ............ 1 
SURE EME, sehdeuss cess esess ee Peer eer ee ay 2 
DO IPOND ROMO, cities ccs cccsaess 6 TOW GING, oa ccasncentepievase 1 
Do do windows, ...........+... | 2; 1 SUICIDES: 
Do against an iron door, ......... 1 | er Lemmaneinn, «oi scvyinccceineee 8)\ 38 
Do into vessel’s hold, ............ 1 Se Pr erry ers 2 
Do from vessel’s masts, .......... . | Oe Re. si kis tas vk neds 5| 1 
Do do pile of lumber, ........ "> | eel Se AOOPTEE? eat 8 pepe | Mize: 
Do overboard (not drowned,) ....|.... 1 WOO IG, - ss sc cones deus cehesines Lied 
Crushed by aship, ............+08 a ee Jumping from window, ....... Lilteds 
Killed by discharge ofcannon,....| 1 |....|| Homicides, ........e0..cseceseess 8 


The following table will show the influence of some 


occupations on health. Laborers, Mariners, Carpenters, 


Teamsters, Blacksmiths, Machinists, Stonecutters, Masons, 
and others, whose employments are out of doors, can be 
viewed by the side of others whose occupations are of a_ 
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sedentary character, such as Tailors, Shoemakers, 
Printers, &c. 


XII. Showing the Aggregate and Average Ages of 891 
persons who died in Boston in 1856, whose Professions 
and Occupations were ascertained. 


No. Occupations. yy de pr 9g 
BOR TY LMUGIOID, Sec tcevutasbewettepes’ 16 to 86 41.06 
BD ARMIES eles ob Anda RebeN Met w ices 21 to 77 45.05 
BOT Mariners. ics esis vesevsceaed 18 to 75 83.48 
25+ Moerohants,y uc sdews see da it ees 24 to 90 53.06 
DOT) IRE i esc ycstodss eases eos» e0 16 to 56 27.86 
Wi CRMOER: o's hele vdalhy do cee ss tae ee 21 to 65 86.00 
2b} Carpenters, iiss cadvddccvassess 19 to 81 44.20 
22 4 Shoemakery oo fildddesdscveweses 17 to 75 86.54 
Rie rhea i toc dit ld hides Hs aN ee 16 to 60 84.41 
VA 1 Teamsters, ices esse ccsdeawene’s 24 to 53 88.50 
14 hs PRUGOR ES A Ta dalla alates d's viata cp a od 20 to 66 37.64 
18} Blacksmiths, ......csscccevscevns 22 to 658 85.15 
BO} Gentlemeny,.6 2. vivsver wees cencsse 28 to 90 61.10 | 
Il | Machinists, ......c0iceeccecvsees 16 to 54 84.63 
DO. FOAPRGRR a iai eae wies's's Suh eae eves 40 to 79 58.70 
Bi SOOODOREC WY AA ang see’ oa Oe wi os 58 22 to 92 51.00 
D 22 BHOTOCAUIOED,  iais'e'edch's dian a's Foe 605 21 to 56 40.55 
8 | Ship Carpenters, ..........+csee- 27 to 69 39.25 
Tol SRGKOTOS 4h Seete ss csevvccssssen vee 25 to 53 89.42 
7 ET LCT AR RAE AP = Am er ee pore 22 to 62 36.71 
6 | Clergymen, ....--ssseesesecsnecs 49 to 78 56.83 
Ble CADIetMIO KETO. <skas ssp op se ens 16 to 26 21.00 
BP COpperemithn, sss siss255 500 en ses 18 to 38 26.00 
BAe UP MIOLADE sy W a denity s snes ass by < 53 to 78 71.60 
Bit SMABONAT L's 1's cag costes oe ob 4004 21 to 80 47.87 
4 | Lawyers, ete. id telg Ra RRM >> Sib 82 to 68 44.50 
180 | Various Occupations,........... 16 to 82 80.82 
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Laborers—The foregoing exhibits 308 deaths among 
this class, or 34.56 per cent. of the whole number 
enumerated in the table. The number of laborers 
recorded is three more than were reported last year, and 
makes 7.24 per cent. of all the deaths. Their average 
age is one year more than that of the previous year. 
Nineteen-twentieths of them were born in Ireland. 

Traders—These comprise the next most numerous 
class, and present an increase over the preceding year’s 
record, together with a reduced average of life of four 
years. 

Mariners—Although 19 less of this class died in 1856 
than in 1855, the present table gives them a dimin- 
ished average life of five years. 

Clerks—Contribute to this year’s mortality only 29, 
against 45 the year before, and give an average age 
of four years less. 

Merchants—Twenty-nine of this class are reported, 
three less than the number recorded the year before, 
with an average age reduced nearly six years. 

Tailors and Carpenters—Present each 25 as their por- 
tion of the mortality, the former with a reduced average 
age of three years, and the latter of one. 

Shoemakers—Appear with a number reduced by two, 
and two years added tu their average age. 

Gentlemen—Follow next in order, numerically, con- 
tributing 20 to the list of deaths, agaist 12 the pre- 
vious year, but with an increased average age. 

Physicians —Five Physicians are reported, with an 
average age of 71.60 years, the highest on the record. 

The lowest average age is 21 years, belonging to five 
Cabinet Makers. The next is that of five Coppersmiths, 
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which reaches 26 years. With the exception of the 
last two, and the Clerks, no other class appears with an 
average age of less than 33 years. 
The whole number have the average age of 40. 5 
years, one year less than the average of last year. 


XIII. Showing the Narivrry of those who died in 
Boston in 1856. 


BIRTHPLACES. M F BIRTHPLACES. M F 

Li Ss Be 979 Pee AT Rey Be 1199 | 1066 || Ireland; ...\\sissceun ee eee 475 | 452 
Massachusetts, aN Bots) bast hoa England and Wales, ......... 40 | 388 

Boston, British Provinces, .........00 386 48. 
PIR Sata e ips ohne ee pac ecesas 61 81 || Germany, and North 
New Hampshire, ............-. 58 45 of Europe, ...... hae * “s 
WPMD, SG Soest whAd vee Eb swsds 17 18 || Scotland, . 5) /sssas s¥ue teeta 13 8 
POUR AMONG, a wiconsnsehens s3s 9 8 || Other Foreign Places, ........ 20 6 
CRNCTNOS ve sade 4 nhs <Savewaes 6 9 || At Sea, . «cvenevus ees aan he 1 
Other American States,........ 52 87 || Unknown, ,.«.ss«esta eae 13 5 


ORMIS. Cv iw phe shai + 1586 | 1460 Totals, \s5se0 ites sker eee 683 | 574 


q 
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XIV. Showing the Births, Deaths, Intentions of Marriage 
entered, and Marriages recorded each month of the 
year 1856. 


Months. Births. Deaths. Intentions. Marriages. 
Janwary,....-5. 491 333 295 278 
February, ...... 515 309 150 174 
March, v1... 5... 514 " 857 | 205 157 
| A 439 321 258 | 219 
PO eG Aa 426 310 294 229 
Rr he ois 4 +0. « 422 275 236 218 
oe eee eee 524 324 190 213 
MOBUNe ds.» » 05 5 > 531 455 212 173 
September, ..... 502 431 238 200 
October, :...... 538 357 326 253 
November, ..... 491 354 301 302 
December, ...... 529 427 209 120 

Totals, ..-. 5922 4253 2914 | 2536 
INTERMENTS. 


The interments in cemeteries in the city proper dur- 
ing the year just closed, amount to only 206, a decrease 
of 118 from the number that took place in 1855. Those 
in the two grounds at East Boston (the Jews’ ground 
and that belonging to the city) number 539, an increase 
of 77. The number interred in the various burial 
places at South Boston is 256, an increase of 92. Inter- 


ments at Deer Island, Rainsford Island, and the ground 
8 
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connected with the House of Correction, amount to 129, 
an increase of 15 over the number interred in those . 
places in 1855. It is gratifying to observe, that inter-. — 
ments in the city proper are yearly diminishing. In 
1855, 324, or less than 8 per cent. of the interments 
took place in the city; and during the year 1856, only 
206 were interred here. 

During the year, there were removed from the vari- 
ous cemeteries in the city, for final re-interment in other 
places, 202 bodies of persons deceased in previous years. 
During the same period, 105 bodies of individuals dying 
elsewhere, were brought into the city for interment. 


Respectfully submitted, 

N. A. APOLLONIO. 

City Registrar’s Office, 
Jan. 31, 1857. 
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REPORT. 


To tHe Honorasie City CounciL: 


. The undersigned has the honor to submit his Annual 
Report concerning the Births, Marriages, and Deaths in 
the city of Boston during the year 1857. 

In accordance with an ordinance authorizing the City 
Registrar to employ assistants to collect the information 
concerning Births, Mr. George Adams, the well known 
compiler of the “ Boston Directory,” was employed to 
perform this duty. ‘The facilities which this gentleman 
possesses for procuring this information, and the experi- 
ence which he has gained during the last seven or eight 
years in the same employment, are a satisfactory guar- 
antee that the work has been well performed. Owing 
to the removals, however, that are constantly occurring 
from one part of the city to another, and from the city, 
doubtless some births have not been reported. The 
results of the canvass, however, are submitted to the 
City Council, with the conviction that they approach as 
near to accuracy as it was possible to make them. 

The undersigned, on entering upon the duties of his 
office four years ago, attempted to reduce certain names, 
which had been spelt variously, to a uniform orthog- 
raphy ; but with only partial success. There are many 
persons, (most of whom, unfortunately, cannot read,) 
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who will insist on spelling their names in defiance of 
all etymological or orthographical law. In vain it is 
urged, that the name originated thus and so, assumed 
its correct form by a regular, etymological process, and 
that by no means should it appear as specified. This 
averment is met by the emphatic assertion, that his or 
her father and grandfather spelt their names thus; and 
the controversy is ended by the pretty distinct observa- 
tion, that it is very strange that one cannot be allowed 
to spell his name to suit himself Such instances are 
not rare; and, accordingly, a considerable number of 
names appear on the records as their owners will have 
them, and not as the recording officer believes to be 
correct. | 

The usual returns of the Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths, recorded in Boston, have been transmitted to 
the Secretary of State, conformably to law. 


BIRTHS. 


The whole number of Births recorded in the city of 
Boston during the year 1857, was 5,881,—2,980 males, 
and 2,901 females,—41 less than the number registered 
the previous year. It should be stated, however, that 
62 of these births were in the Rainsford Island Hospital, 
five in the Deer Island Hospital, 161 in other towns in 
the State, and 75 out of the State. As the parents of 
these children are now resident in the city, their births 
are very properly registered here ; and as it is supposed 
that an equal number of children are removed from the 
city without having been registered, perhaps the re- 
corded result is not very far from the true one. 


~ 


1858. ] CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 5 


The following is a comparative statement of the 
Births and Deaths in each ward. The births in the 
public institutions and those out of the city, (number- 
ing 303,) together with the deaths in the hospitals, are 
excluded in the comparison. 


ast, Pa Per = -fedieage ac 4a) Per Sap heprni 
Births. Deaths. Births. Deaths. 

i seWacltnane 13.01 13.69 Biscay xs sah 1 i | 11.57 

i a aeuskwnnss 12.56 8.28 rite sets on 6.34 AY: 

DATE LASS 8 : 7.81 8.7 Wissest a: 5.89 4.95 

Pi gtiid. teas 2.22 3.61 te oe ee 7.29 6.11 

Bid «nin ny 4.93 4.19 Oiler eee 10.30 8.36 

Wp ahbudewns 4.39 4.95 Saat ascecst 18.42 | 11.06 

99.93 


It will be seen, that in wards I, 3, 4, 6, and 8, the 
ratio of the deaths is greater than that of the births 
in the same places. While the deaths in ward 1 
make 13.69 per cent. of all the deaths, (exclusive of 
those that occurred in public institutions,) the births in 
the same ward make but 15.01 per cent. of the whole 
number of births. The difference in ward 3 is still 
greater; 8.79 per cent. of the deaths occurred there, 
while but 7.81 per cent. of the births are found there. 
The difference is greatest in ward 4, where but 2.22 per 
cent. of the births occurred, while the deaths make 3.61 
per cent. of the entire mortality. Wards 6 and 8 may 
rank with ward 1, although ward 8 presents rather the 
most unfavorable aspect. 

In wards 2, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, and 12, there is a gain by 
natural increase. The greatest increase is in ward 2, 
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where the births make 12.56 per cent. of the whole 
number of births, while the deaths there are only 8.28 
per cent. of the entire mortality, showing an absolute 
increase of 4.28 per cent. Ward 12 comes next, show- 
ing a predominance of births over the deaths, of 2.36 
per cent. Ward 11 falls a little below this proportion, 
but still presents a favorable record. Ward 10 ranks 
next, followed by wards 9, 5, and 7, in the order in 
which they are named. 

There were 48 instances of twin-births, and 1 case of 
triplets. The parents of the latter were native-born. 
In 14 instances of the twins, both children were males ; 
in 13, both were females; and in 21 instances, they 
were male and female. In 9 instances, both parents 
were born in the United States; in 24, both parents 
were born in. Ireland ; in 8, both parents were born in 
other foreign countries; while in 7 cases, 1 parent was 
native born, and the other foreign. In 1856, there were 
52 cases of twin-births, and 2 of triplets. | 

There were but 34 instances of colored births,—a 
decrease of 16 in the number recorded the previous 
year. 
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I. Nativity of the Parents of Children born in 185’. 


Males. | Females. |} Total. 
s 


I agi G45 au ydn sven se ce sce aduscgnncdsees 748 716 1464 


EE SE A 46 59 105 
EMG RINla a slates seve ccesssdameneseedvadebes 1394 1370 2764 
NE ME RE DER Dwbcie i Vere ss ose canrindadieviv sect ene 31 16 47 
ae ES OE as 05s vives 6+ dls 0s ofdenadancad coucns 121 115 236 
270 Grmer Countries, UNMIKed,* ...........cccgetecccssccoees 27 39 66 
Do do GT Raa We vad vdus a nege MAM che censae 59 42 101 
Do British American Provinces, ............0ssjscacersescees 51 49 100 
Father United States, Mother British American Provinces, .. 39 45 84 
Do do ee ee 67 67 134 
Do do Go. other Countries, ...4....0..5... 80 25 55 
Do do es Saree 7 3 10 
Do Br. Am. Provinces, do United States, ................. 82 27 59 
Do do do Foreign Countries,............ 82 27 59 
Do Ireland, do do mS eh Bs eee 50 47 97 
Do do Paebeie BLIAPLOC EPS (BLOG, jestierds «ic w.vir'viads.e;> 47 385 82 
Do Foreign Countries, do a  Oenreen 54 55 109 
Do do og OER ee ee 72 91 163 
Do do , do British American Provinces, .. 27 84 61 
Do do See MIUDRTIOWN, *. cing Pe svascvcccekes 1 1 2 
Do Unknown, mas Tinited States, ni. bs lsise teins avs 4 6 10 
Do do go Foreign Countries, ............ 11 12 23 
DA bciecWs ve ae aves ansswecesvcsdgccs 30 20 50 
NOLS 7, (Miiucth dad da Caes 2980 | 2901 5881 


* This term denotes that both parents, in each case, were born in the same country. 

+ This, that the parents, in each instance, were born in different countries. 

By reference to the foregoing table, it will be seen 
that, of 1,464 children, both parents, in each case, were 
born in the United States. These make 24.89 per cent. of 
all the births. The number of instances in which the 
father only was native-born, is 283, or 4.81 per cent. of 
the whole number. The number of cases in which the 
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mother only was native born, is 260, or 4.42 per cent., 
very nearly the same proportion that exists in the case 
of native born fathers. The number of instances in 
which one or both parents were native born, is 2,007, or 
34.12 per cent. In 1856, the proportion of the same 
classes was 52.25 per cent. 

The number of instances in whieh one or both 
parentswere foreign born,is4,347,or more than 73.91 per 
cent. ‘The instances in which both parents were foreign 
born, amount to 3,801, or 64.63 per cent. of the whole 
number of births. As usual, the Irish element pre- 
dominates, amounting to 2,764, (117 less than that of 
1856,) or 47 per cent. of all the births, 65.58 per cent. of 
all the cases in which either of the parents were foreign 
born, and 72.71 per cent. of all the births, where both 
parents were foreign born. The foregoing analysis shows 
that the materials from which the population of the city 
is made up, are very far from being homogeneous in 
their character. The 50 instances in which the birth- 
places of both parents are unknown, are not considered 
in the foregoing statement. 

The following table shows the births by months in 
each of the years, from 1850 to 1857, inclusive. 


—— SW 
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II. Brrras in each Month for the Years 1850 to 1857. 


1850 1851 | 1852 | 1853 | 1854 | 1855 | 1856 | 1857 

SRMGREY, wdeanseapeses 369 434 472 448 464 406 491 465 
FODEURIs 655 cues vwsss 852 397 436 409 448 440 515 456 
Maxon Fi ibis sieves... 453 499 464 497 474 518 514 497 
ADO, wp sppisiink ovce.et. 415 408 440 449 472 437 439 437 
MOY gave came this sda 435 405 893 418 429 445 426 436 
SENG, edhe denenecenss 416 424 434 408 431 454 422 441 
SUL 7s cagsp seas seuse es 493 458 451 488 509 524 524 507 
MQW, ia ccscccvevess 434 478 464 494 519 516 531 536 
September, ........... 489 439 404 433 482 499 502 525 
Ootoher, sive vine danse 466 448 445 484 507 512 538 527 
HOTGDADGE, .« s vivvcins sh 480 456 432 547 | 472 520 491 504 
December) «...se.ccuss 477 492 473 521 | 481 550 529 550 
ROM, eiiieck. 5279 5338 5308 5596 5688 5816 5922 5881 

MARRIAGES. 


The Intentions of Marriage recorded during the 
year amount to 2,683,—231 less than the number re- 
corded the previous year, and 378 less than that of 
1855. The number of marriages received and entered 
to date, is 2,385,—298 less than the number recorded 
the previous year, and 617 less than the number re- 
corded in 1855. ‘The proportion of marriages recorded 
to the number of intentions entered, is somewhat smaller 
than it was the previous year. Making allowance for 
those who register their intentions, and are married in 
other places, and for a select few, whose sober second 
thought still keeps them in single blessedness, the num- 

ber of certificates that are not returned is considered to 


be too large. While most of the clergymen are prompt 
2 
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in making their returns, (thereby complying with the 
provisions of the law, and at the same time lessening 
the labor of registration,) there are a few who neglect 
to do so. There are clergymen who have not made 
any returns for a year ; it may be that these gentlemen 
have not officiated at any marriage for that length of 
time ; but it is hardly probable that such has been the 
case. Such remissness is not only a plain violation of 
a positive law, but it might prove of great injury to the 
parties married. 


11 
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It will be observed, that of the males married, 1,131 
were born in the United States. This number makes 
47.42 per cent. of all the males, which is an increase 
over the number in the previous year of nearly 7 per 
cent. Of this number, only 297, or 26.26 per cent., 
were born in Boston, a little over 26 per cent. in other 
towns in Massachusetts, while 58.28 per cent. were born 
in the other New England States. As usual, Maine fur- 
nishes a larger number of grooms than any other State, 
the number being 224,—26 more than that State con- 
tributed the previous year. New Hampshire is repre- 
sented by just 100 less than Maine is,—an increase of 20 
over last year. Vermont, Rhode Island and Connecticut, 
are represented by 86 grooms,—an increase of 6, leav- 
ing 106 males to be allotted to States south and west. 
A large portion of the grooms born in Maine and New 
Hampshire are not residents of Boston, but came to the 
city as a convenient Gretna Green. The remaining 
1,228 males (exclusive of 26, whose places of birth are 
unknown) were born in various foreign countries, and 
make over 52 per cent. of all the grooms. Of these, 
natives of Ireland, as usual, contribute the largest num- 
ber,—749, nearly 61 per cent. of the whole amount,— 
although this number is 211 less than that of the pre- 
vious year. Germany and Northern Europe come 
next in order, furnishing nearly 13.60 per cent. of 
the foreign grooms. The British Provinces, with 118 
grooms, and England and Wales, with 100, are repre- 
sented by 218 grooms, or 17.75 per cent. of the same 
class. 3 

Of the females, 1,094, or 45.87 per cent. of the whole 
number, were born in the United States—an increase 
of nearly 7 per cent. over the number of the previous 
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year. Of the brides born in the United States, Boston 
contributes 37.56 per cent.; other towns in Massachu- 
setts 23.30 per cent., and the remaining States 39.12 
per cent. Of the remaining 1,259 females, (exclusive 
of 32, whose birthplaces are unknown,) those born in 
Ireland amount to 881, (200 less than the number of 
the previous year,) or nearly 70 per cent. of the whole 
number. Of the 1,025 males born in New England, 855 
married New England females, a sufficient number to 
perpetuate the New England stock; 53 married Irish 
females, (the same number that was recorded the year 
before,) and 61 married females from the British Proy- 
inces. Of the 749 Irish males, 683, or over 91 per cent., 
married their countrywomen. ‘There were only 30 
Irish males who married American females. 


IV. Showing the Acus of the parties at the time of Marriage. 


AGES OF FEMALES. 


AGES OF 
MALES, x a|}s)8/2)2/3 )8 )& E 

Sees | 8/8) 2/848 18 |) 8 43 

prea) 8 | 81s | ase Pey Bre 
Under 21 years, ..| 26 13 RC TEee cles mek Was SON ele wckncits vat oh644 0% ght onde’ 42 
21 to 25 do ....| 282) 483 78 1 Dr Aon ah Oe Le 1 806 
25 to 380 do ....| 125}, 408 | 244 50 6 1 | SRS Pa 2 2 837 
80 to 35 do ....| 25; 102 | 138 55 Milage ans Lionas suaninn 2 Peveees 828 
8 to 40 do ....| WU 87 56 44 27 4 | Ldsbacinenth tadaeas 180 
40to45 do.....| 38] .7 15 20 14 11 A AS RT" a ot pp 71 
Pg ORY: fae A 2 12 6 18 4 Odea teu lates ele oes 42 
_ 560 to 60 do ....|...... 1 5 6 8 15 6 OH aes Jap tena es 47 
OP todo oi... |rss0.. Bibs wnt ULE 2 2 5 ye Sey AP 18 
ESS Antik y Uhi'n lias 6 |p b-0°0,p + }oeiiaiv'« | 's ou Sills 6 colada cathe. sbiblge’s speab outa Remade. 
eh eins Micke ei ndianses sfaed<* slactadategesaste bepsalutees diobeaes 19 19 
Oo a 422 | 1054 | 551 | 193 76 87 17 11 2 22 | 2885 
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Of the males married, (exclusive of 19, whose ages 
are unknown) it will be seen that 35.57 per cent. 
married between the ages of 25 and 30, and over 34 
per cent. married between the ages of 21 and 25; 26.24 
per cent. married between the ages of 30 and 50 ; while 
2.54 per cent. married between the ages of 50 and 70. 

Of the females, (exclusive of 22, whose ages are un- 
known,) 44.60 per cent. married between the ages of 
20 and 25; 23.31 per cent. married between the ages - 
of 25 and 30; 17.85 per cent. married under 20 years 
of age; and 15.66 per cent. married between 30 and 50. 

By an examination of the above table, some curious 
facts will be seen in the predilections of some of the 
couples in regard to each other’s age. For example, 
while 26 young gentlemen under 21 years of age, 
chose their companions from females under 20, 3 
others selected partners whose ages were between 25 
and 30. Another man, between 25 and 30, married a 
female between 45 and 50; 25 over 350 years of age, 
11 over 35 years, and 3 over 40 years, married females 
under 20; 2 over 45, 1 over 50, and 1 over 60, married 
females under 25. 

Of the males married, 42 were minors,—a decrease 
of 18 from the number married the previous year. Of 
this number, 2 were 18 years of age; 7, 19; and 33, 
20 years. 

Of the females married under 20 years of age, 3 were 
but 14; 2,15; 23,16; 48,17; and 150 were 18 years 
of age. 7 

Of the 42 male minors married, 11 married females 
under 18 years of age; and 31 married females over 
that age. 42 females under 18 years of age married 
males over 21 years of age. 
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Of the 3 females married at 14 years of age, 1 mar- 
ried a male 18 years of age, (the youngest couple 
married,) 1 a minor of 20, and the other a man 23 
years of age. 

Of the whole number of males married, 343 married 
females older than themselves. 

There were 34 marriages of colored parties, (12 less 
than the number married the previous year,) and 9 in- 
‘stances in which the males were black, and the females 
white. Last year there were 12 instances of this kind. 


V. Showing the Conviti0n (whether Widowed or Single) and 
Paces of Restpence of the Parties Married. 


Females — No. of times Married. Residences at Time of Marriage. 
Males. | e | n 
cS | / ~ D n s 
z 3 Eilgi|2i/3 348 
o | 
i e-em | bp | a | Ss | gy 
lst Marriage, .| 1847 | 148 3 SE fe dle’ 1999 || In Boston, .........: 1865 | 1940 
24 do....| 240| 95 |, Cs 342 || Other places in Mass. | 877 320 
+ a Ree) mame 6 Wilteetes bY. a 20 || Out of Mass. ........ 143 125 
Sth 2dO:. ceafe ncn eS Me PP 1 
5th do. B hiccees i PEE vids. <a tacale’s s « 1 
pp re) ee 2 ee Aer Sees See 22 22 
Totals, ....| 2101 | 250 Bete vse J 22 | 2385 2385 | 2885 


The first marriages of males amount to 1,999, (150 
less than the number of the previous year,) or nearly 
84 per cent. of the whole number. 

The first marriages of females are 2,101, (a decrease 
of 129,) or over 88 per cent. of all the marriages. 

The number of instances of the first marriage of both 
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parties is 1,847, making 77.44 per cent. of the whole 
number. Of the males married for the first time, 148 
married widows, and 4 married females who had been 
widowed twice. Of 342 widowers, 95 married widows, 
and 7 married those who had been twice widowed. Of 
20 males who had been twice widowers, 13,and 1 whose 
essays in the matrimonial lottery numbered 4, made 
choice of wives from those who were wholly inex- 
perienced in that condition. 

In November, 1856, there were 802 marriages—a 
larger number than occurred in any other month. In 
August following, there were 536 births, a larger num- 
ber (with one exception) than occurred in any other 
month. In March, 1857, only 115 marriages took 
place,—the least number that occurred in any month of 
the year. Should not the least number of births, there- 
fore, be looked for in December, instead of the largest ? 
The births in that month amounted to 550, 


MORTALITY OF THE YEAR. 


The following tables, exhibiting the Mortality of the 
year 1857, present a more favorable aspect than has 
been seen in either of the four preceding years. The 
number of deaths reported is 3,958,—295 less than the 
number recorded in 1856. This decrease is a very large 
one, and shows a condition of the public health of the 
most gratifying character. In 1850, the population of 
Boston was 188,788. The number of deaths in that 
year was 3,667,—being in the proportion of 1 death to 
37.84 of the population. Estimating the population of 
the city at the present time at 170,000, the mortality 
of the past year appears only as 1 in 42.95. In 1856, 
the ratio was 1 in 39. 
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Compared with New York, Boston presents a striking 
contrast. While the former city has a population only 
about four and a quarter times larger than that of the 
latter, its mortality is nearly six times larger. The 
cause of this disparity is not to be sought for, certainly, 
in any advantages that Boston may be supposed to 
possess in the way of location ; for it would be difficult 
to imagine a city more favorably situated than New 
York, flanked by two noble rivers running its entire 
length, affording facilities for drainage unsurpassed by 
those of any other city. The favorable contrast which 
Boston presents to her sister city, is undoubtedly mainly 
owing to the excellence of its sanitary police. The 
efficiency of this system is seen in the yearly diminu- 
tion of the mortality, and in the almost total absence 
of epidemic diseases. 

By reference to the following table, it will be seen, 
that in only three months of the year 1857 was there 
an increase in the number of deaths over the number 
reported in the same months the preceding year, viz: 
January, February, and September. In the first named 
month, there were 33 more than in 1856; in February, 
3; and in September, 4. In each of the remaining nine 
months, there is a decrease in the present Report,—the 
decrease in December being no less than 126! This 
great falling off in the mortality of December, is ac- 
counted for by the prevalence of Scarlatina in that 
month of the year 1856, when 115 died from that 
disease. The mortality in September of this year was 
greater than that of any other month in the year. 
This is the sole example, at least for ten years, where 
August has failed to assume its bad pre-eminence. 

3 
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VI. Showing the Dratus in Boston, on each day of the Year 
1857, as reported by Funeral Undertakers, and others. 


be fe el 2 a | Fs 
Day. | 8/8 1 a l-; a|z/e8|8/¢ 
ba) 3 |e Sip |e | ed Ses 
A/B Sie i( ele) alSla e1eie 
sie iSidl815 |16 | see 
he ae ee 9| 6|14/12] 9114] 6|18]10}17] 91] 19 
Bie, wea a 8/14| 8/11/18] 8] 5 | 11/121] 10] 11 | 12 
BT LL YOINE 144/19/ 7| 8/11] 8] 5|12115|17/11/ 8 
iy Wea 9/17] 10|.10 | 10 | 18:46 | 6) 18164. 6 ae 
aad Nae 16/10/ 9/11! 8/10] 8|10| 22| 7/11/11 
faa is} 9| 5|101111/14| 8|12)14]}15)11| 6 
ee 13|19|11|10] 4] 8/18] 5|18|12/|21| 6 : 
oe, ON 15|13/'13| 9] 5| 6|18]/16/13|18| 7| 8 
od Ee s| 9| 7/12/12] 8| 7] 151)181|171| 12] 10 
Hose Ls 144/15/ 8! 8] 9/11] 9/14! 9!)18/11] 7 
Tiere Cee 9| 5/16/15| 6! 5118|101 23] 7] 8} 9 
eee yt is} 9} 8| 6) 71 6) 8 | tase 
rh. Eien arta. 6| 8| g/11|/10114] 7] 20/17] 8|101|17 
At lee Si 9/12111/11|10! 9]11|17118] 7110} 9 
ipras, okt 11/18| 71 7] 5|12]18] 201] 141|18 1/11 118 
WB Tot fon. 7\14/11| 8| 2} 4}18]20] 7|16]a1] 6 
Ce ee iS 10/16/11|10| 5|10/18|) 9|18|10/17| 9 
Birch s oa 14| 7/ 9/12]10/14)12/18|15| 6] 441] 11 
NOy ve ou 14] 6| 8/111 6] 8) 9 | aad b ens 
BOY eawe 13} 9| 8} 8/8/10] 7| 7|20/118110] 9 
yn ae: 8| 5/10}10111|10| 5} 9116148| 091] 8 
SeUihiene ts 1/1 5| 8/11/18! 9| 71417118] 8&1 9/16 
Pe aR 15 110/13 |12117| 5] 6] 9] 283/10!141] 6 
<P epee ation 10120] 91. 9| 6| 5] 9118 | 12) eee 
ORiaT MAIC 13/ 5] 9/11] 7|14]19]16/12} 8| 9] 8 
Tp eae | 18} 9/11110]10| 5|14]181 16] 44) 91] 11 
"A fatale 10/13! 7/ 8! 6] 8| 5|90/ 23) 714171 6 
peer. of hce 17/10/11 /11| 9/12] 9} 8/17] 6118] 6 
2 aie ia 13 9/ 8| 6] 6| 6119115118) 81 8 
HO; be we 5 14/16} 7| 6}13/15!| 8| 7] 12116 
8) pete 4 12 9 ll |....] 10 4.120) ase] eee 


366 | 312 | 299 | 306 | 269 | 272 | 303 | 422 | 435 | 352 321| 301 
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The following table will show the mortality in each 
ward, and in the various public institutions, together 
with the ratio of the deaths in the same to the entire 
mortality : | 


1857 1856 
WARDS Deaths. | Per Cent. Deaths. | Per Cent. 

PD MuMRgA eda NE dren sAcagpereddcecccoces 542 13.69 634 14.90 

De Lo Gel PAsMMEERRAMS Calad ence veccccccces 328 8.28 75 ; 8.8] 

EP ee Serer 348 8.79 318 7.47 

ey Cor: (ca eae Pe eee 148 3.61 119 2.79 
Po te 166 4.19 220 6.17 
PG Wiiddcndtih abebb a Sdddiddcia cccsace 196 4.95 215 5.05 

Aisshhite dads ayant ares due.s wee s0re.ces 458 11.57 472 11.09 

De EE Ae EET OTe 284 7.17 828 7.71 

Ee POP APAE Ok ES 4 ae 196 4.95 212 4.98 
eta Sct: ee a eee | 242 6.11 310 7.28 
PP OUNUNNGES SOUN Vad daGuvwycdescsscscens | 331 8.36 328 7.71 
DR eae NNN de pWeainncd Gp vier oc cevence 438 11.06 423 9.94 
Massachusetts Hospital, ...........60.. 128 8.23 118 2.77 
Deer Island, .....cccscseeveeseedecsess 36 -90 84 .79 
i 88 2.22 100 2.35 
NEM e ida vcicetececccs cece 2 hee 5 al 
Institutions at South Boston,.......... 82 .80 42 .98 
| 3958 | 99.88 | 4253 99.90 


By a comparison of the present year’s result with 
that of last year, a considerable variation will be ob- 
served. In 1856, there were 634 deaths in ward 1, 
(that number being an increase of 47 over the number 
reported in 1855,) being 14.90 per cent. of the entire 
mortality of the year,—an unfavorable result compared 
with the other wards. Although there is a decrease the 
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present year of 92, or from 14.90 to 13.69 per cent., 
the proportion still seems too large. Ward 2 exhibits 
a diminution of 47 in its mortality, showing a fair con- 
dition of health. East Boston contains about 10 per 
cent. of the population of the whole city, while it con- 
tributes only 8.28 per cent. of the mortality. Ward 3 
gives an increase of 30 over the mortality in that ward 
in 1856,—the per centage advancing from 7.47 to 8.79, 
but scarcely beyond its proper proportion of the whole 
mortality. In 1856, ward 4, containing 4.86 per cent. 
of the population, had but 2.79 per cent. of the deaths ; 
in 1857, the deaths there made 3.61 per cent., but still 
sufficiently low to indicate a good condition of health. 
In ward 5, there has been a decrease of 54 in the num- 
ber of deaths; while its population comprises about 
6.40 per cent. of that of the whole city, its proportion 
of the deaths was only about 4.19 per cent. Ward 
6 contains a little more than 7 per cent. of the entire 
population ; its deaths the past year were 19 less, mak- . 
ing nearly 5 per cent. of all the deaths, and presenting 
about the same condition noticed in last Report. There 
is a slight decrease in the mortality of ward 7, but an 
increase in its proportion of the mortality. This in- 
crease, however, is not above the amount that belongs 
to it. There isa decrease in wards 8, 9, and 10,— 
the largest decrease (68) being in ward 10. In wards 
11 and 12 there is a slight increase. The deaths in 
South Boston in 1856, (exclusive of those that oc- 
cured in the city institutions there,) made 9.94 per cent. — 
of the entire mortality, but more than one per cent. 
below its proper proportion. In 1857, the per centage 
was 11.06, corresponding within a slight fraction to its 
per centage of the entire population. 
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The aggregate ages of all who died during the year, 
amount to 82,785 years. The average age is 20.91 
years,—more than a year above the average age in 1856. 
Leaving out those who died from external causes, the 
average age of those who died from disease alone, is 
20.63 years,—a considerable increase over that of the 
preceding year. The aggregate ages of 1,934 males, (ex- 
clusive of those who died from casualties, &c.,) amount 
to 37,488 years, allowing an average age of 19.38 years, 
nearly two years above that of the year 1856. The 
number of females who died from natural causes is 
1853. Their aggregate ages amount to 40,658 years, 
allowing an average age of nearly 22 years,—a slight 
advance on the result of the previous year. 

The aggregate ages of those who were native born, 
numbering 1,183, amount to 52,622 years, yielding an 
average age of 27.57 years,—three years above that of 
the preceding year. ‘The deaths of native born males, 
(not including those under 20 years of age of foreign 
parents,) were 567. Their average age was 25 years. 
The year before, the average age of this class was 
21.53 years. Native born females number 616. Their 
average age was 29.94 years,— more than two years 
higher than that of 1856. | 

The aggregate ages of 2,604 foreigners, (embracing 
all under 20 years of age born of foreign parents, and 
excluding all who died from external causes,) amount 
to 45,503 years, allowing an average age of 17.47 years, 
about half a year above that of 1856. The aggregate 
ages of 1,567 foreign males amount to 23,313 years, 
which give an average age of 17 years,— a slight 
increase over the preceding year’s average, but falling 


. 
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eight years below that of native born males. The ag- 
sregate ages of 1,237 foreign females amount to 22,189 
years, allowing them an average age of 17.935 years,— 
not quite a year above that of foreign males. The dif- 
ference between the average ages of native and foreign 
born females, is nearly 12 years in favor of the former ! 

Much care has been observed in collating these facts ; 
and as a like result has been reached in several succes- 
sive years, little doubt is entertained that a very near 
approximation to a correct result has been attained. 
The facts are of an interesting character, and involve 
considerations of much weight. The remedy for a 
great proportion of the mortality among the foreign 
born portion of our population is beset with much diffi- 
culty, and requires a progress in mental and social cul- 
ture, hardly to be expected among those who are the 
greatest sufferers. ‘This great disparity is so unvarying 
it its occurrence, that it has almost ceased to elicit re- 
mark. That something should be done to diminish this 
sad havoc among the class referred to, will be evident 
to all; and a spirit of smd would urge to instant, 
ees 

The deaths of married persons of both sexes amount 
to 984, or 24.86 per cent. of all the deaths. The males 
amount to 554, making about 14 per cent. of the entire 
mortality, (an increase of 1 1-2 per cent. over the result 
of the previous year,) and 26.68 per cent. of all the 
males. Of the married males, 374 (67.50 per’ cent.) 
were foreigners. Of married females, there died 430,— 
10.86 per cent. of all the deaths. Of this number, for- 
eign females comprise about 62 per cent. Widowers 
number 63—31 Americans and 32 foreigners; and 


1858. CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 23 


widows, 262,—130 native born and 32 foreign born. It 
will be observed that the deaths of native born widows 
are four-fold more than those of foreign-born widows. 

There died during the year, 73 colored persons— 
34 males and 39 females,—an increase over the number 
reported the previous year. ‘Their aggregate ages 
amount to 1,843 years, allowing to them an average 
age of 25.24 years,—two years below that of 1856. 
The average age of the males is 24.79 years,—of the 
females, 25.46. 

The oldest person that died was an Irish female, 98 
“years of age. 
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The following analysis of the foregoing table, com- 
pared with that of the previous year, presents the 
yearly mortality in an interesting light : 


: 1857 1856 
Under 1 year,..| 970 | Being ........ | 24.50 Percent. || 1017 | Being | 23.91 Per cent. 
lto 2 do ..| 488 OSPR 12.20 Do 515: 6 Do 4') 12.10 Do 
2to 3 do 4 224 ae 5.65 Do 259 | Do 6.08 Do 
8 to 5 do ..| 202 BMT SoksvWes 5.10 Do 264 | Do 6.20 Do 
5 to 10 do ..| 166 Tr EEE 4.19 Do 195 | Do 4.58 Do 
folk Go at | Do......... | 1.72 Do 70| Do | 1.64 Do 
T5 to 20 do ..| 118 hig ins a0 | 2.98 Do || 183; Do 3.12 Do 
20 to 30 do ..| 420 BOO Pres caw 10.61 Do || 499| Do 11.78 Do 
30 to 40 do ..| 401 ee | 10.12 Do | 409 Do 9.61 Do 
40 to 50 do ..| 309 OTs obs die 7.80 Do 881} Do | 7.78 Do 
50 to 60 do ..| 214 Ope Peay | 5.40 Do 198 | Do 4.53 Do 
60 to70 do ..| 171| Do ........ | 4.81 Do || | Do | 4.02 Do 
70 to 80 do ..| 144 BS ge dine « «8.68 Do 123 | Do 2.89 Do 
80 to 90 do ..| 58 "3 | 1.33 Do 61 | Do 1.48 Do 
90 to100do ..)°15| Do oe... | .87 Do 13| Do | .8 Do 
| 8958 | | 99.91 Per cent. || 4253 99.92 Per cent. 


The deaths of children under one year of age, in 
1857, are 47 less than they were in 1856. Of those, in 
each of the specified periods from 1 year to 50, 2,391 
deaths are recorded, against 2,675 in the previous year. 
In each of the decades between 50 and 100, (excepting 
that between 60 and 70,in which the mortality was 
the same each year,) a higher rate of mortality is re- 
corded the present year. 

The following table embraces all who died between 
1 day and 20 years, which make 56.36 per cent. of all 
the deaths. In 1856, the mortality during the same 


period was 57.67 per cent. 
4. 


CITY DOCUMENT. —No. 9. 


_[Feb. 


26 


676 9Cch | S6F 


CN  — EEE ee ee es ee 


UL v& OF 

87 GG 96 

9TT 8¢ 8¢ 

SI SL 08 

€9T SZ ¢8 

C6E T6. . V0G 
ee ee ee 
a 
& R 


so[ BIT 


‘QSUJUIIV] USIOIOT 


fo saby 


‘ISBIUIIVT UBOLOWUYy 


‘savof QZ 0} CT || 926 | 62 | 241 
‘suvak CT 0} OT 91 cg cL 
‘savod QT 0} ¢ 6 cg | -6¢ 
‘steak ¢ o1e G) Tg TP 
‘sauwak g 03% 9¢ &Z gs 


‘savok Z 0} T 18 FE ¢ 


s[BJOL, 
sol Bula y 
solv] 


‘SaDV 


‘OSVUIIVT USII1I04 


' 


Poe TIT: SFT i e+ °* epejoy 


VG ¢ 61 
ee Ee ete 
g 


‘QSVJUIIVY UBIIOUY 


‘sunax fqjuany puo fog aug 


-- “eal T 04 syjuour 9 
‘sy}UOUL 9 0} sy}UOU ¢ 
‘syjuUOUL ¢ 0} qJUOUT [ 
"+ “q]UOUL [ 07 YOM T 
"s++ fyoom [ 03 Aep T 


NaS 8 ree SAU E 


+ 


‘SOV 


ay, uaamjag ‘)GQT we uojsog ur pay oym asoy, fo abnjuamng ay) bumoys TIEVT, ‘TIT A 


1858.] CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 27 


The above table shows, that 111 children (being 2.80 
per cent. of the entire mortality) died on the day of 
their birth. Of this number, children of foreign parents 
comprised more than 78 ,per cent. Seventy-six died 
when they were between one day and one week old; 
109 between one week and one month; 138 between 
one and three months; 179 between 3 and 6 months; 
and 337 between 6 and 12 months. The number of 
children that died under 6 months, was 633,—about 16 
per cent., or one-sixth of the whole mortality. The 
number that died between 1 and 5 years was 909, or 
nearly 23 per cent. of all the deaths. Between 5 and 
10 years, there died 116, making 4.19 per cent. of the 
deaths ; and between 10 and 15 years, only 68, or 1.71 
per cent. 

The above table has been prepared with much care, 
and is believed to be accurate. That the mortality 
among children of foreign parentage should be three 
times greater than it is among those of native parent- 
age, seems almost incredible. A similar statement, 
however, was embraced in last Report, and a like result 
exhibited. 

The annexed table comprises all of foreign birth over 
20 years of age. The whole number of deaths of per- 
sons over 20 years of age was 1,727, of which those who 
were foreign born make 1,037, or 60 per cent. Of these 
last, persons born in Ireland make nearly 77 per cent.; 
the preceding year, the per centage was 83.11. 
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The number of stillborns reported during the year 
is 271, — two less than the number recorded in 1856. 
They were returned as follows : 


MALES. FEMALES, 

eee ee 11 11 
ee ee 17 4 
EE SEN oe ie ee es ge nee 17 9 
RUINED SEAN oie bcs cece eee ces 12 6 
ee 11 6 
NECN Riv cipdiccc csc. cedue'es 26 10 
RUE Gane eed aces. e ene 12 14 
eee 9 7 
PURER Gees cece se ces. 9 12 
SE ere 12 7 
ea pigs bc sc ceca gases 13 8 
December, .-.....-.-.+0 ss seeseeeeees 18 10 
167 104 


The parentage of 110 of these still births was foreign, 116 native, and 45 unknown. 
Among the stillborns were eight pairs of twins. 


X. Showing the Nativity of those who died in Boston in 1857. 


idiots cee. M F BIRTHPLACES. | Ml F 
ene A eee eee 1078 | 977 || England and Wales, ......... | 47 37 
Massachusetts, ag ap +s, ae DERG a paves ans Ss cx cade Cages 431 | 414 
BORON, 2h v02dss SG Ra rere pry or. Ai; 8 
MEMMAME CU ee SdDe ach ates aisigccce 60 ore) Gite, SEO NOTA ae r be 
ew TASMIVSNIe, ......6..5.00 45 37 of Europe, ...... 
MINING) 6s Dignan cp ewcds cons ne's 15 15 || British Provinces, .........0++ 47 49 
Bhode Island, «...5..6...00.5- 6 6 || Other Foreign Places, ........ 19 10 
ON See eee 7 TA TAR ORE, neds cs bs opaseaataanes 1 1 
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Accidents. — The deaths from causes thus designated, 
amount to 142,—3.58 per cent. of the entire mortality, 
—39 less than the number thus recorded in last Report. 
Among these are placed two cases of sun-stroke, and 
two in which death resulted from drinking cold water. 
Of the whole number, 62 were foreign born, and 395 of 
foreign parentage. If personal habits; modes of living, 
employments, &c., will account for the great excess of ' 
mortality from natural causes among foreigners and 
their children, over the mortality among the native-born 
population, how shall a like inequality in the deaths 
from accidental causes be accounted for? Are not native- 
born persons as much exposed to casualties as foreigners ? 

Apoplezy—The number of instances thus reported 
this year is 38,—an increase of three over the previous 
year’s result. Of these, 22 were of native-born persons, 
—the precise number that died from this cause in 1856. 

Bowels, Diseases of—The deaths from causes thus 
designated, amount to 48,—a decrease of 13 from last 
year’s number. The suspicion with which these cases 
should be regarded has been more than once hinted at. 
If it were not a serious subject, the singular reports that 
are made concerning some of these cases would be any- 
thing but serious. Instances like the following are not 
rare. One reports a death after the following fashion : 
The deceased took a pain in the head, which travelled 
down to his feet, branched off into the “rheumatiz ” 
in the shoulders, contracted into a carbuncle on the 
back, and culminated into an indescribable something 
in the hypogastric region, which could be expressed 
in no other way than by “Disease of Bowels” An- 
other guesses the cause of death to be dysentery, and 
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fails to describe a single characteristic of that disease. 
A third speaks of a distress in the bowels, but can 
specify nothing but a cough and hard work. All these 
items, with many others of an equally unintelligible 
and disjointed character, are the materials from which 
some of these cases have received their designations. 

Brain, Diseases of —Like the preceding class of dis- 
eases, deaths from “diseases of the brain” are to be 
looked on with suspicion, though not to the same ex- 
tent. The deaths from diseases of this character, dur- 
ing the year 1857, amount to 108,—a decrease of 22 
from last year’s number, making 2.72 per cent. of all 
the deaths. These cases were equally divided between 
foreigners and their children, and natives. 

Bronchitis—Twenty deaths from this cause are re- 
ported for the present year. Last year there were but 
seven. It is doubtful if some of them should not 
have been designated as Inflammation of the Lungs. 
Most of them were of children. 

Cancer —Thirty-four deaths from this cause are re- 
corded in this year’s table-—an increase of 18 over the 
number of the previous year. Most of these deaths 
were, as usual, of females, only 4 being of males. It 
will be seen that the location of the disease in each 
instance, (with one exception,) has been specified. 

Clucken Pox—One death thus designated, (that of an 
infant,) is reported in the month of December. 

Cholera Infantum—The deaths thus classed number 
277,—an increase of 70 over the number reported the 
previous year,— making nearly 7 per cent. of all the 
deaths. Of the whole number, children of foreign 
parentage comprise nearly 77 per cent. All but 5 of 
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these deaths occurred in the months of July, August, 
and September. There is much uncertainty in regard 
to these cases. A very large portion of the deceased 
were unattended by physicians, and of course the re- 
turns of such came from questionable sources. 

Chorea, (St. Vitus’s Dance.) — One death from this 


cause is reported in November. ‘The subject was a 


child seven years of age. 


Consumption—The mortality from this disease achowaats 


thisyear-to 764,—4 more than were recorded the pre- 
vious year, — making 19.30 per cent. of all the deaths. 
The mortality from this cause is in the ratio of one 
death to each 222.51 of the population, It will be ob- 
served by the annexed table, that of those dying from 
this formidable malady, foreigners comprise 69.24 per 
cent.,— the amount that the same class contributed in 
1855, but 5 per cent. above that of the year 1856. / 


Males Females Total 


Born in the United States, ..............-. 106 129 235 
Do Frolanidy’ ert 5 sia. ass ateiaaoe 196 212 408 
Do England and Wales, ........... 3 9 12 
Do British Provinces, ...... sae his ‘3 17 20 37 
Do Scotland, :f oa Ck). spe eM. I. 7 3 10 
Do Germany and Northern Europe, . 14 4 18 
Do Other Foreign Places,.......... 7 2 9 
Children of Foreign Parents, ............+- 15 20 35 


365 399 764 
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Of those who died from Consumption, no less than 
408, or 53.40 per cent., were born in Ireland. 


Wards. Deaths. | Wards. Deaths. _ Public Institutions. Deaths. 
He age ee 89 Titi << vss 105 | Massachusetts Hospital,... 37 
pieces ae 63. | Rainsford Island Hospital, . 32 
Bois wa amis 70 GS 27 | Deer Island, . tees tee ees 10 
Ad edes eos Bete AO LR). 61 | Lunatic Asylum,S.B..... 8 
Teme tates’ Deaths ooo «i-3' 46 | House of Correction, .... 38 
OS ion en es 41 ae 80 


The above table gives the number of deaths from 
Consumption in each ward, and in the several public 
institutions. It will be seen that nearly one-seventh of 
the deaths from this disease occurred in ward 7; about 
one-eighth in ward 1; and in the six wards, 7, 1, 12, 3, 
8 and 10, 61.24 per cent. of all the deaths occurred. 
There were 85 deaths in the public institutions. 

The subjoined statement exhibits the occupations of 
the males who died from Consumption, with the excep- 
tion of 46, who were mostly boys, between the ages of 
8 and 15 years. 
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Laborers . ».. ++. ¢ acoteleoe eke s 127 | Bank Tellers .... sew sey eee 1 
Tailors .. evra seb bs yeeens's 24 | Boarding-house Keepers ..... 1 
Mariners. fers ts eseereees 20 | Sailmakers ........scseeesse 1 
Carpenters .......++--. sees 16 | Ship Keepers .......++-+++0s 1 
GleTKS vnkvar ce neko shes * 16 | Deputy Chief of Police .....-. 1 
TYAGGYS” Ein) a nct8 iets eeeibdana is 10. |, Varnishers »..: > gu «ses en eee 1 
Blacksmiths: 5k vedse ee es cw 8 | Bakers ......0 sees sneaeeen 1 
Painterssuporn.a Ges, He es 8 | Whitesmiths...... seins eagaie 1 
Shoemaker, — i sis0'sh 8 n-ae ==> 5 | Masons ....ssiss aus eee 1 
Machinists «2.25... eee cece ees 5 | Bar Keepers .......+--++e+% 1 
Gentlemen ......---e.++eee- 4 | Lapidary .......seeeeeseees 1 
UALS aks ine ee a eb oe fe 0,0 4 | Slaters ....+ ssstasie eee 1 
StNRCULLOIS rcs bee peta ses 8 | Wire Workers .......-.ecee:- 1 
cE EIMAUGTG “Ss k st wrs.k vob bre, 6 § | Authors ..45+06s8s eee eee 1 
Pia beards i tind ba okt clan oe 8 |. Glaziers ss .kpinhn sees 1 
Merchants .......-.+eseeees 8 | Stewards ...+..ssccsesesess 1 
Brok6rs,, £5 e005. ivy + cent ome s 3 | Lithographists .......+++.++- 1 
Regrets, Qe 20d 25s gs vee 3 | Goldbeaters . i. <i. «csc vepass TAU. 
Wheelwrights .......--..-6+ 2 | Carverd 2 isssancuseueseemn 1 
Coppersmiths ......--++2+++: 2 | Coopers ..eeseeeeeeeesveees 1 
Riggers ...-. sees sees ee eeeee 2 | Lawyers ..+eeseceeeceeeeees 1 
Harness makers ........+ «es 2 | Tinsmiths ...:.s s¥.a8 sane 1 
Brintefs «3.41. (FRY, AVA 2 | Whip makers ...........+.- 1 
Cabinet makers '...-....0s..-6 2 | Coachmen, 5.4/3 aie. anaes peer 1 
Clergymen ...-....++++eeeee 2 | Cork Fender makers ........ 1 
Heatoratora’ =... 3s 65.652>> bare 2: | Musicians”... < dus essuceenene 1 
Dentiste | 5 £<5!5 2. ey .9th. ANG. 1) | “Hatters. . SUS tee 1 
Provision Dealers .........-- 1 | Piano-Forte Tuners ......... 1 
Sine Gutters: «is 2>s aes ye 1 | Hostlers ...: ss annie +s 1 
WOOT A oe fo a ee So i's wee 1 |. Auctioneers ‘). 20.5 .ae ae 1 
NIGGER. = oo apt on whom ae 40» 1 | Occupations not given ....... 46 
Copperplate Printers ...... pare : —- 
Ship Carpenters ......++.-.- List 365 
SUT OTe E Pera es ee 1 


It will be seen from the above, that of the whole 
number of males who died from Consumption, Laborers 
comprise 127, or 34.79 per cent. ; Tailors, 6.57 per cent; 
Mariners, 5.48 per cent.; Carpenters and Clerks, each 
4.38 per cent. ; Traders, 2.74 per cent.; and Blacksmiths 
and Painters, each, 2.19 per cent. The foregoing eight 
enumerated classes number 229, making nearly 62.74 
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per cent. of the whole ; while the remaining 65 employ- 
ments, comprising 136 persons, make 37.26 per cent. 

Childbirth. — Forty-two deaths from diseases incident 
to childbirth are reported, 6 more than occurred in 
1856. Of the whole number, 27 were of foreign fe- 
males. A similar disparity between native and foreign- 
born females occurs from year to year. It may be, that 
Peritonitis would have been the proper term to affix to 
some of these cases; but as it was not possible to ascer- 
tain the characteristics of these, the two designations 
appear as reported. 

Convulsions —The deaths thus classed, numbering 119, 
(ten more than were recorded last year,) make 3 per 
cent. of the entire mortality. Of the whole number, 
children of foreign parents make nearly 85 per cent. 
These cases also require scrutiny. Some of them were 
returned as “ fits,’—a term not deficient in comprehen- 
siveness, certainly, however it may be lacking in other 
respects. From the returns made, it was not possible 
to designate these cases differently, at least with any 
probability of being more correct. 

Croup—Of this much dreaded disease, 103 cases 
occurred,—17 less than the previous year’s number,—of 
which children of foreign parents make 78.64 per cent.,, 
—the same proportion, within a slight fraction, that 
occurred the year before. These cases make 2.60 per 
cent. of the whole mortality. 

Debility —Fifty-six deaths —one more than was re- 
corded both last year and the year before—are reported 
this year. This is also an equivocal term, used, like 
the mantle of charity, to cover a multitude of sins. 
Some of them were returned as “old age ;” but as the 

6 
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subjects were very far from being old, and as the only — 


indications of disease that were apparent were a gen- 
eral wasting away, or physical prostration, this term 
seemed to be.as fit as any that could be employed. The 
deaths thus classed make 1.41 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. . 

Dysentery and Diarrhea— Together, make 2.62 per 
cent. of the mortality. Of the whole number,— 84 of 
the first, and 20 of the latter, — foreigners and their 
children comprise 73. 

Dropsy.—Highty-six cases, against 79 of the previous 
year, are set down in this year’s table. Although most 
of these cases were ascertained to be what is usually 
indicated by this term, there were some attended by 
characteristics which rendered it exceedingly difficult 
to class them. 

Dropsy in Head. — The deaths from Hydrocephalus 
number 128,— 3.23 per cent. of the whole mortality, 
— 34 less than the number reported the previous 
year. Of the entire amount, children of foreign parent- 
age comprise 72.75 per cent. Undoubtedly this disease 
is a common one; but from the considerations before 
alluded to, it 1s doubtful whether all these cases are 
properly classed. 

Erysipelas—The number of deaths from this disease 
is 21,— 5 less than the number reported last year. 
They are very evenly divided among foreigners and 
native-born. 


Heart, Diseases of. — Of the 102 cases thus reported, 


55 were of native-born persons, and 47 of foreigners 
and their children. Some of them were of very young 
children, and undoubtedly were susceptible of a more 
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definite designation. As most of these deaths were 
sudden in their character, the causes of them, in many 
instances, were purely conjectural. They make 2.57 
per cent. of the entire mortality. 

Homicides. — Eleven deaths from violence occurred 
during the year, the same number that were reported 
in 1856. 

Hooping Cough—The mortality from Hooping Cough 
amounts to 57,— the precise number tabulated last 
year; 43 were children of foreign parentage, making 
more than 75 per cent. of the entire mortality from this 

cause. | 

-— Infantile Diseases—The mortality from causes thus 
designated always appears large in the Registrar’s 
Report. The number thus classed in the foregoing 
table is 257,—an increase of 15 over last year’s amount, 
and making nearly 6 per cent. of all the deaths. Of the 
total number, children of foreign parentage comprise 
nearly 79 per cent. All of these cases were of children 
under one month old. The most of them died before 
they were a week old. For reasons before given, no 
more definite specification of the cause of death could 
be made. 

Intemperance—Thirty cases thus specified are record- 
ed,—one less than were reported last year. Seven of 
these only were of native-born persons. 

Inngs, Diseases of.— Deaths from Diseases of the 
Lungs number 234,— 5.91 per cent. of all the deaths. 
Of the whole number, foreigners and their children 
comprise over 66 percent. The deaths thus classed 
made 6.13 per cent. of the mortality last year. A large 
proportion of the deaths was of young children. 
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Liver, Diseases of. — There were but 25 deaths thus 
reported during the year,—a falling off of 7 deaths from 
last year’s record. Fifteen of these cases were of for- 
elgn-born persons. 

Marasmus.—Seventy-one instances are reported this 
year, —an increase of 18 over the number of last year. 
With the exception of a very few of these cases, where 
physicians endorsed the returns, little reliance can be 
placed on their accuracy. They were principally of 
children under five years of age, many of whom were 
reported as having died of Consumption. 

Measles—There were but six cases of Measles during 
the year, against 77 the previous year. A similar fall- 
ing off occurs in the case of Small Pox, of which only 
two instances are reported,— one at Deer Island, (of a 
sailor,) and one of a child in the city. The number of 
cases recorded last year was 78. The decline of this 
disease is remarkable, and indicates both successful 
treatment and a general participation in the benefits of 
vaccination. 

Old Age. —'There were 61 instances thus recorded 
during the year— 14 males and 47 females. Of the 
males, 9 were American born, and of the females, 31 
were of the same nativity. The average age of the 
males was 82 years; of the females 85 years. 

Paralysis—The deaths from Paralysis amount to 38, 
—one less than last year’s record, — 24 of which were 
of native-born persons. 

Pleurisy— Forty-two cases, (53 of which were of for- . 
eigners,) are reported,—a decrease of 11 from the mor- 
tality of last year. 

Scarlet Fever—Of this disease, which has prevailed 


" 


Wards. Deaths. | Wards. Deaths. 
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as an epidemic since March, 1856, 403 deaths occurred 
in 1857, — an increase of 41 over the number recorded 
in 1856. The mortality from this cause makes more 
than 10 per cent. of all the deaths; the previous year 
it made but 8.51 per cent. In January, 1857, 110 
deaths occurred from this cause, (74.44 per cent. of 
which was of children of foreign parentage,) since which 
time the disease has been gradually diminishing. It 
may be a matter of interest to designate in tabular 
form the localities where the disease prevailed. 


| Wards. Deaths. 
Li ivccciieccces 40 Drakes +s edliuw 12 | 9 Gtisew dete 12 
ye i ee 58 Me Pik scchcoes 19 10. owe Se et Crs 30 
D stuSuaceecce 22 Pre eeavcsdnse 52 IT siccesuavns 42 
Baa vig.dieneses 9 uted skys ue 35 + Perrre rr ye. ¢ 72 


It will be seen that the disease was more fatal in 
ward 12 than in any other ward,—17.86 per cent. of the 
deaths from that cause having occurred there. Ward 
2 furnishes the next largest number,—14.59 per cent. of 
the deaths taking place there. In wards 4, 5, and 6, 
there were but 9, 12, and 19 deaths, respectively. In 
the three southern wards, 55.73 per cent. of all the 
deaths from Scarlatina occurred. The ages of those 
dying from this disease may be seen by the annexed 
statement : 


Under 1 year,.... 49 | 3 to 5 years, ... 86 | 15 to 20 years,... 2 


me 2 do .... 95 6 to 10 do... 69 [(20.%6'80) Hdl ia 


ee iy 8?'10 to18' do’ «22 -13°1'30 te 40" Goes. 41 


46 CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 9. [Feb. 


It will be noticed, that 57.51 per cent. of the mortal- 
ity occurred among children under 3 years of age. 
There was reported one death of a person between 20 
and 30, and one between 30 and 40. 

Rheumatism—The number of deaths from this cause 
amounts to 16,— the same number that was reported 
the previous year. 

Teething —There were 154 deaths thus reported dur- 
ing the year, no less than 110 of which were of children 
of foreign parentage. These deaths make 3.38 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. Perhaps a great portion of the 
deaths would have been more accurately designated 
had they been classed with those dying from Cholera 
Infantum. 

Tumors.—There were 14 deaths from Tumors during 
the year,—two less than occurred in 1856. The local- 
ity in each case is specified. 

Typhoid Fever—Kighty-three cases of this disease are 
reported, and three of Ship Fever. The latter occurred 
at Deer Island. These diseases make 2.17 per cent. of 
the mortality, and are almost equally divided between 
‘foreigners and persons of native birth. 

Unknown Diseases—There are 68 instances thus desig- 
nated, — 88 less than were reported last year. The 
deaths thus classed make but 1.71 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. When it is considered that the great bulk 
of these deaths is of children under two months of 
age, many of whom had never received medical treat- 
ment, the proportion cannot be considered excessive. 
Children of foreign parents make over 72 per cent. of 
the whole number. 

The general aspect of the year’s mortality is a favor- 
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able one. In estimating the reliability of the reported 
causes of death, perhaps not more than 75 per cent. of 
the whole is of a character to justify any degree of 
confidence, leaving the remainder utterly worthless for 
statistical purposes. In a city like Boston, and with 
a registration law defective in some respects, perhaps 
such a result is to be looked for; but every year’s ex- 
perience serves to perfect what is good in the law, and 
to render more easy a change in due time. 

The following table, containing over 91 per cent. of 
the entire mortality, shows the birthplaces and parent- 
age of 3,617 of the deceased. Of the amount tabulated, 
it will be seen that foreigners and their children make 
more than 69 per cent. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH E E ; \38. 
A a | 
Accidents, ........ Ss cpavhee eget. vere peee fe isccvt: Mee veees] 142) 45 | 62) 385 
Apoplexy, ........ Sanh dae s py eb al Vequhaee spies cgdbatte oe 22) 15) 1 
Bowels, Diseases of .....- PT VIeiTiT SS os atkio ee 17 15 | 16 
Brain, Dh ided in 68 5 sss ti's silcss ss va vs se gndetien cas oo 45s 108 | 54 18 36 
CORBET DELON, « vens 4 > conn Sivaecs seve sees SUNMENS ’ ben ne t0ae4eek—e 764 | 235 | 494 35 
Convulsions, ...... FuiWWee decree weuctes saa Thevtvhecs soeke oft) "ae | 19 2 98 
Cholera Infantum, ........-6006 dvs efthed rrr etiviT eel ce sued GEL 68| 1 213 
GROG, pp bce xgaery es ay eye ee ye aes 103 | 22 38 78 
oS SE ee ak oer aire gual 66] Ik! Biitisken. 
TA TINEy icici s san ete s9khense Ty i ee cc ensneeain 20 7 12 1 
RIGUPEIOT Ts Se ns ki sah bathe Cuacdies seas acaba v9.63) uncaneeeeee cose) On an 80 
TIPOGET = 00864 ec evieved es cov unos weed ee da ce veneeh beeen erer. ts 86 388 46 2 
Do in Head, ....... sau hh bo Panne SNe eles ere aT ay | 128] 8 4 89 
Diseases, Infantile, ......... 0 the ctubis cbvkent ery socsseatehel wan 50 |..++..| 187 
206+ SPaeener el ss ons sen cun ad writ. ccna eed ee Wi Beet. 
Herystpalas, a3 sins sacustceccentesines ses sp thos os) spniee enema 21 10 8 3 
Fever, Typhoid, .......0.0s00. ope cnscsueespenaonen odvunad sovcees] - 881] 40] 88 5 
DOS BUIDis eco tesxd tes shsvarvé Susi snyyun> hake seine Pr Pt 38 1 ie 
Do'' Boarlet, sn ese ives ce views’ voveesdnsen's ose vocwsnncsdeweee] nnn 14 | 285 
Heart, Diseases of.........+4+. oeueeenecens scccsecccccssacsssqses] 20a] Ob unes 6 
Hooping Cough, oivsiss supwees vinys sip b> oui awe ¢oésoenvass eee oss], OF oie 2 41 
Tntemperanee, vos .secesecgescesvignv a essis Pit ian cacnhe xkapeteee 380 T | 2B lnoee 
Liver, Diseases a eee ee ore Shebeeseviecncposnens's adee] ae 10; 4 1 
Tamys, Disease of 2.005. 00 vecess Ss DS seveeee| 284] 79] 51] 104 
MAAR a vv dixs sh oss Vesttvepock a LE 71 | Sa 8 41 
Menslesy’., .22 isi. sip Peab ay eds « TELE ARTY LS ATER ee eee 6}; buitvia i) 
Paralysis, ...... ses eesenpracnesenecccecs METI rT) 
bss PE Pn eee pendent RUNES cabean Pat Tre) 6 | 83 3 
Scrofula, ...... ance none ahs hivnogj hicun ae gam bows epee thessceee sew] | nn 4 a 
Teething, 45 id6.%'s ss aa kes eat ih iiss seks Sob Wa pas daden cee ae ...| ee 1] 0 
Thrash} ssvessves en's RD Sawa eases odvdyevasess st¢eneine sees 20; 18 1 Ss 
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XU. Showing the Duarus in Boston, in 1857, from other 


than natural causes. 


ACCIDENTS, &o. M a ACCIDENTS, &c. M| F 
Drowned, .......... a eer eee 89 | 1/|| Fell from a ship’s mast,........... y 
Killed on railroads, .............. 16 | 11|| Fell from a wagon, .........0s00s. 1 
Do by kick ofa horse, ......... Z|. Fell through stairway,..........+. » ae 
Do do ina fight,..... eh om ae Fell through scuttles, ........ss64+ 2| 1 
, Do by explosion of mortar, ....| 4 |. Fell into vessels’ holds, ........... 2 |. 
: Do do cannon,....| 1|....|| Felldownstairs, ......ssseseeeee| 1]. 
Do byramrodfrom do Bis Well fRomt 6 chair, ..iids csc sossciclosen 1 
Do by fall of guano bags, ...... Defoe s+] | SUMMEROMG, cc cscscusnectechcovcese 2 |. 
Do do ofa barrel,.......... ¥'. 4 Burned, ....+eseeseeeees aneqdaeunes 3 | ll 
‘Do do of abuilding, ....... 1 |. | FER GUENGs Svan devedecnddedaddauns 2.1. 
Do do of lumber, .......... Di leeerl| BPOSQR,: s ese'ctasccee dtcovianctase Like 
| Do do of agranite block, ..| 1 |....|| Scalded,.........sscceseneseeveees 5} 1 
. pt a eo 1|- | Ng OE Oe Ep meget tyr iae OF 1 
Crushed between vessel and wharf,| 2 |....|| Stramgled, ..........ssecesceeeeveleces 1 
: Do do __ railroad cars, 1 |. «-+|| Suffocated, .....cecccsecscrceceacs 3|. 1 
y Do by wagon, ...... Pi vesti< 1|. = SUICIDES 
Choked by piece of meat, ..........|.... 1 || By jumping from window. ...... 1 
‘ Empaled while “‘ coasting,” ........ 1 |....|| By opening a vein, .......6..0.005 ik 
Jumped from window, TP aa Ves ds eless tl Tee BOOS | nn 5 onc cdndetnagesene 1+ 1 
; Fracture of skull by a plank, ...... 1 |....|| By IOROENUIN,  .seck ccsgvapnensayind ss 2 
Do ao; Dy falls, ......... 4 aa By sulphuric acid, ........eses00«« 1}. 
Pere eee Ger’ ci ..s... a pee} Tor nasal sleok: 5. «cv oes cdech ede EL 
Run over by vehicles, ............ ais duke Fev: bapeine ys: . iach ites tae 3 |. 
By drinking cold water, ........... 2 |. By cutting throat, «2.05 csacosmacns Geld 
By pistol shot, ......... terete Lele By GROWS INM: fais keyed heanabeens L feces 
By phosphorus, ............. be ae HOMICIDES 
SP UMEIMEEIEES Ona cocvesur ostrcnscnt ti. Bell PITOWMGDUS eihds cite cncat eiesanenavle 40a 2 
Fell from platform to ship’s deck,..| 2 |.. Aa casdinccv esbanandsianaes 4 | ede 
Well from houses, .. 0.0.2 .seccseeees 2 |. BOGAN, icnvnisidae wksthl chbakean sabubte 1 
Fell from window, ....... ........ 1 |. BN ds 356 dss ananneneuvineneel 2. 
Fell against a chair, ........... Sob oli dide cae] | SOG) Rbivad ead sssdcavcevsandannes 7 ee 
URIS dine ins ci betpedeadaeene 142 30 


7 


The subjoined table, embracing all whose occupations 
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were reported, and showing the aggregate and average 
ages of each class, will be found of some interest. The 
variation observable in the given particulars, from year 
to year, together with the great doubt concerning the 
correctness of the ages of the dominant class, of course 
greatly lessens the value of the statistics. 


XIV. Showing the Aggregate and Average Ages of 859 
persons, who died in Boston, in 1857, whose professions 
and occupations were ascertained. 


No. Occupations. ages rangiee Bo 
WOR T SMDULENN, boss Saw es he pate ts oe bet 17 to 85 13,242 44.58 
TO 7 DEMO, SST ats vetoes vkS sees 19 to 73 8,021 38.24 
Se 1 oer OMIISTe, VAs. Gas we ck hua e sete 20 to 90 2,068 49.23 
r-4 AMATRE SAAS ARSE eevee be see 16 to 75 1,193 30.58 
BD] PTO, Viens 55 GAL GSS Fakes 53 wie 20 to 76 1,395 - 38.75 
OR YL PMCEES Sieh ob bs shen st doce sees 19 to 92 1,584 46.58 
OB 4 POCKCOGNIG, Wi oss 5% voce es vy ho Ge 24 to 89 1,438 62.52 
a \*Blatkemlthiss soothes es eee 18 to 69 747 87.35 
16 1) howe,” 5.3 ).ean sh eb eee es Ves 18 to 59 613 84.05 
PA ot REE ARR AAS | a 5 5 aes 39 to 81 1,145 67.35 
SOS Win TAte AV Nii Seyi os os es 18 to 50 564 35.25 
Ae FONT ACEI SUG is oe a ve ees ois Oats 17 to 59 379 81.58 a 
10 | Riggers, &c. ..... iv5 Shen ews ss ah 17 to 83 462 46.20 
D7 Warmer; oo 5 4.55535. 5 eye 21 to 65 3874 41.55 
DT AOD INS G Tass sss we os Sie a .~» 22 to 74 820 85.55 
By AE ORSONLONE, one. e aay Tvs he oe a's 0 6% 25 to 50 852 8.11 
OM MEN ETILOYS.“sctae. 8 ieh hae oes 0% 8 5 cee 21 to 72 446 49.55 
BERMUDA wai ses bk sks soos weatney 22 to 88 418 52.25 
Dy COneULOrs, SLL ests eee 22 to 55 308 388.50 
DP LUVMANCTO: U.S a bobs bses cet ces 28 to 63 263 48.83 
BY Capiniet makers, v0... casks ae 17 to 72 212 42.40 
B) Woopere 4s i's ace eee ee oes os oe 36 to 79 291 58.20 
Bet invinowra,stiya ss is hokans wale 30 to 49 196 39.20 
143 | Various occupations, ..,......... 17 to 80 5,960 41.68 


| | Ss | | 


859 36,991 43.06 


ay 
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_ Laborers. — Of this class, 297 are recorded, — 11 less 
than were reported last year, while the percentage is 
the same. They make 7.50 per cent. of all the deaths, 
and their average age is three years more than it was in 
1856. 

Marmers—No less than 79 deaths of this class are 
recorded, or more than 9 per cent. of all comprised in 
the table, which is an increase of 29 over the number 
recorded in 1856. Their average duration of life, how- 
ever, has increased more than 5 years.. 

Carpenters—This class stands third on the list, and 


‘contributes the large number of 42 to the mortality, 


but appears with an increased average age five years 
higher than it had the previous year. 
Clerks —W hile 39 of this class, (ten more than were 


‘reported in 1856,) died the present year, their average 


age has increased nearly three years. 

Tailors — Appear with a number eleven greater than 
that of the previous year. Their average age is nearly 
39 years, — an increase of nearly three years. 

Traders—A decrease from 51,in 1856, to 34 the 
present year, is the tabulated result. There is an in- 
crease in the average age of a year and a half. 

Merchants. — 'T!'wenty-three of this class died during 
the year, — six less than the preceding year’s number, 
—with an average age increased from 53 years to 62. 

Shoemakers—The sons of Crispin have ever been con- 


sidered an unhealthy class. The number that died this 


year is four less, while their average age is two years 
lower. 
Gentlemen—Three less of those thus designated have 
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died the past year than during the previous year, while 
six years have been added to their average age. The 
term that designates this class suggests ease, comfort 
and competence, — eminently promotive of longevity. 

Painters —An unhealthy class, who appear in the 
foregoing table with an addition of two to their num- 
ber, and with a decrease of more than two years in their 
average age. 

Waiters —This class contributes 12 to the mortality, 
and, with the exception of the Clerks, has the lowest 
average age of any on the list. 

Riggers, &c.—Ten Riggers and Sailmakers appear, 
with an average age of more than 46 years. 

Farmers—Nine Farmers—a class generally regarded 
as among the most healthy — appear with an average 
age reduced more than seventeen years! 

Printers—This proverbially unhealthy class contrib- 
utes nine to the bill of mortality, but presents an aver- 
age age of 49.55 years. Printers stand sixth on the list 
in regard to duration of life. The change that has 
occurred among this enlightened and intelligent class 
is striking, and highly interesting to those who were 
familiar with the craft in some parts of the country 
thirty years ago. The substitution of power presses, 
for the hand presses in use thirty years since, and the 
various changes which have occurred in the interior 
economy of the printing office, have contributed to 
lessen the compositor’s confinement in the composing- 
room, redolent of antimony and pane -black, and of 
course to prolong his life. 

On the whole, the foregoing list makes a fair exhibi- 
tion. Three classes only, — Farmers, Shoemakers and 


- 
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Stone-cutters, — appear with a reduced average age. 
The average age of the entire list is 43 years; the pre- 
vious year it was 40.55. 


XV. Showing the Births, Deaths, Intentions of Marriage 
entered, and Marriages recorded, each Month of the 


Year 1857. 
MONTHS Births Deaths | Intentions | Marriages 
VANUATY, vicveescsece... 465 366 234 222 
MUMUUEGS Cece c cc cccc es: 456 | 312 211 201 
ae 497 298 127 113 
ihe ote es id's» 437 306 283 172 
ONSET OS 436 269 272 254. 
SPIO DTD Fails d's %.)s oe 441 272 217 208 
PLE ie ba 507 303 176 163 
PUM Coals veccawsscs ss: 536 422 203 176 
September, ............. 525 435 232 228 
ES OS 527 352 280 230 
i 504 322 262 268 
Meedeteber yes. se... 550 301 186 150 


| 5881 3958 2683 2385 
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INTERMENTS. 


The places of interment of those who died in Boston 
during the year 1857, are as follows: 


Cemeteries in-City Proper, .°.5.......0.. 20050005 5 een 221 
Do Hast Boston, 6.30 56 fethigs sss eo wie es 448 

Do South Boston, .......+0:+++00006 5 pepe 234 
Rainstord Island, ..,......00eess000 seuss + 5:0 0s 5:0 ile 79 
Deor Island, .... 0. .0.....0sc0.seeeueup sees ce ois nite 29 
Elsewhere in the Stat@, woe ese ce beau esl cn ele sgn amen nnn 348 
Out.of the State, .. .. si. . «ue ees sss 0s thoes os aly sini ennenennnnnn 142 
Neighboring Cemeteries, ..... 0.05005 +065 0u 05 sue 2457 
3958 


It will be seen that but 5.58 per cent. of those who 
died during the year were interred in the city proper ; 
while 17.23 per cent. were buried in the cemeteries at 
East and South Boston ; 2.72 per cent. at Rainsford and 
Deer Islands; nearly 9 per cent. in other places in 
the State; more than 62 per cent. in neighboring 
cemeteries ; while more than 3 per cent. went beyond 
the limits of the State. | : 

There were brought into the city for interment in 
the various cemeteries, the bodies of 75 persons who 
had died elsewhere. During the same period, there 
were removed from tombs in the city 204 bodies, for 
re-interment in other places. | 

The various burial grounds in the city, together with 
the tombs, are in good condition. Some of the former 
have been adorned with flowers and shrubbery, so as to 
become favorite places of resort with large numbers. 
The burial ground on the Neck, the Granary and King’s 
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Chapel grounds, and that on Copp’s Hill, are opened at 
certain hours on the Sabbath, and are visited by well- 
behaved persons of both sexes. 

The undertakers, under whose supervision all inter- 
ments in the city must take place, are discreet and 
attentive in the performance of their duties, and, so far 
as is known, give general satisfaction. 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. A, APOLLONIO. 


City Registrar’s Office, 
| Jan. 30, 1858. 
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L Births, 1858. Namiviry of Parents. — | 


Males. | Females.| Total. 


De Pant , SRONOR ca. Una a VO» Wee q 
Both Parents born in United States,.......ccseccsesesscccseuns 703 708 1411 | 
Do Do  Maigiand). . oc. cers wcsccecnscusvens vatewan 53 | 81 84 
Do Do ; cTPeland ys vss cdi penstes chs sp koe 1328 1287 2615 | 
Do Do  Beovland, sicics cvdnevacbas's ans avopuennen 16 12 28 | 
Do DO Germany, oicreescuccnvsdadeas u00s ethane 127 104 231 . 
Do Do other Countries, (unmixed,)*........... 29 85 64 
Do Do Do (il eeds Fs. ay sacegeaee 96 86 182 
Do Do_ British American Provinces, ............ 46 66 112 
Father born in U. States, Mother in B. A. Provinces,.......... 41 35 76 
Do Do Do. Ireland, «i. :issscaveaseee 69 64 133 . 
Do Do Do _ other Countries,.......... 27 80 57 
Do Do Do Unknown Do. .......... 7 4 ll 
Do B. A. Provinces, Mother in U. States,........+. 29 26 5b | 
Do Do Do Foreign Countries, | 37 43 80 | 
Do Ireland, Do Do 24 22 46 
Do Do Do U, States, .:.sehnaee 89 87 76 
Do Foreign Countries, Do Do || cxusseemne 48 85 78 
Do Do Do Ireland, ..... 47 40 87 
Do Do Do B. A. Provinces,... 84 41 75 
Do Do Do Unknown,........+. 2 20 
Do Unknown, Do U. States, VSoxsee 10 10 20 
Do Do Do Fordign,.ii..wsbeat 14 12 26 
Pee EIR AYU a ainse gtich fish 4.40 ope b Us & bay gis waamgmmnoie s Pee ae 20 28 48 
LOM ir sss stave thee) akube eRe 2839 2758 5597 


*This term denotes that both parents, in each case, were born in the same country. 
t This, that the parents, in each instance, were not born in the same country. 


It will be seen that the number of instances in which 
both parents were born in the United States is 1,411— 
53 less than the number recorded the preceding year, 
making nearly 25.21 per cent. of the whole number. 
The number of cases in which the fathers only were 


> 
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native-born, is 277 — six less than last year’s number. 
The instances in which the mothers only were born in 
the United States, amount to 229— 31 less than the 
number recorded in 1857. In 1,917 cases, one or both 
parents were native-born. The number of instances in 
which both parents were foreign-born, is 3,604, or 64.39 
per cent. of the whole number, being 39.18 per cent. 
more than those in which both parents were native-born. 
The number of cases in which one or both parents were 
foreign-born, (enumerating those classed as “ unknown” 
as foreign,) is 4,186 or 74.79 per cent. of the whole 


number. Of the whole number of foreign parents, the 


instances in which both parents were Irish amount to 
2,615, making 46.72 per cent. of the entire number, and 
62.47 per cent. of all the cases in which one or both 
parents were foreign-born. 

The following table will show the proportion of the 


births and the deaths in each ward. 


aual Per oe Per Loe | Siheae bet sett Rex conte 
Births. Deaths. Births. Deaths. 
Vio. when iis 11.75 12.94 Foes F< we nkie 10.52 12.55 
Bi evi ters: 12.93 8.64 |) RAS a 7.16 8.17 
ee icds seis 9.48 8.04 SE? 5.18 4.45 
Menhel bexue 2.60 8.12 | MD is Basses 7.52 6.27 
“apa 5.21 ONG | Bh ee 10.22 7.91 
| NEE 3,66 4.50 TS Gindincess 18.72 12.05 


It will be seen, that while 12.94 per cent. of the 


entire mortality occurred in the first ward, only 11.75 


per cent. of the births were there. A similar excess in 
the mortality occurred in that ward the year before. 
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Wards 4, 6, 7 and 8 exhibit a like result. The differ- 
ence between the births and the mortality of Ward 7, 
is more than 2 per cent. Ward 2, as usual, presents — 
the most favorable record. While its percentage of 
deaths amounts to 8.64 per cent. of the whole mortality, 
its births make 12.93 per cent. of the entire number — 
a difference in favor of the births over the deaths of 
4.29 per cent. The excess of the previous year was 
4.28 per cent.— almost identical with that of the pres- 
ent. There were upwards of thirty births in the Rains- 
ford Island Hospital, which are placed to the credit of 
Ward 2; but these will not make any essential variation 
in the result. Ward 11 has a preponderance of births 
of 2.31 per cent., and Ward 12, of 1.67 per cent. 

The following table shows the number of births in 
each month. 


AN GOUUOLY Gast scs = cea a pate ae 531 | In July. ss .sis sal > 464 
Mebraary se (sabe ine ds Pash 443 August . . s ss\stinieis er 504 
UMPC eo aie bm pink 8 ER inks 520 September «+... sess 489 
BLOM UU ste < Mats fe Paes s's'ss 6 474 October «i: .desje+esmtea nen 459 
PARY acs too een ios» s hie 402 November .\s'..+ 5 <.s ses enn 463 


The largest number of births in any one month took 
place in January, the number being 531—66 more 
than occurred in the corresponding month of the 
preceding year; and the least number in any one 
month, occurred in June. In the months of January, 
March, and August, 27.78 per cent. of the births occurred. — 
The deaths during those months make 27.70 per cent. — 
of the whole number. | 
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The number of twin births recorded is 39 —nine less 
than the number recorded in 1857. The parentage of 
these interesting cases may be seen in the following 
table. 


| 3 
a] é lg 
als la 
(3 | 8 | Se 
EE ee er | 2 1 4 
Do Sth dy a dak ox on 0 och Ub aed dnaecsccucen wnt PAR 1 
Do IEE Satrehid das sees Ws saghaad sid outs uscanges 7 9 
Do Wad is precconecccsehanseasssqeecccecss es cee I 
Do Do Germany, .-. see erie cree rere eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee p AY Bax 1 
Father born in U. States, Mother in Ireland,.................0.0ee cues | 1 Jeceees|eceees 
Do ; England, Do MB baWa des chbed vee cvdeuhse she deers Th, bedwana 
Do Do Do NOT bd Kgnd 0 4beeced Yi wnaav'eas pe Fe 
Do Italy, Do NN is dakvinrass 016) ou 00 a4 a0 094 b hee Peery: 
INURE SUG Losin csp cscs soccceseasisdccececdscccccness ls cebgchenehing 1 
14 12 13 


In only eight instances were one or both parents born 
in the United States. In the other 31, twenty-four were 
cases In which one or both parties were Irish. 

There were but 24 colored births — ten less than the 
number reported the preceding year. One of these was 
a, twin birth. 


MARRIAGES. 


The number of marriages recorded during the year 
is 2,155 — a decrease of 230 from the number recorded 
the year before, and 378 less than were reported in 
1850. In 1854, there were 3,128 marriages — nearly 
one thousand more than were returned during the past 
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year. The following table will show the birthplaces 
of the couples married. The birthplaces of the males 
are given in the horizontal columns, and those of the 
females in the perpendicular ones. 


e Sealand Or 8% SOL | GOL | 6. 198 | §9 68 ¥ OL iG €9 Sek Ole tee ee Pree? eens cee eines eee 
9 G reson] T Se ee) Geo Goo Co tha oem epee Ge wah T Th ees | nes GORING sabe ledues ied ae evek ea ee eeeeerene Ves eeeeeeesnereeseess es COMOUHI) 
9¢ “loz | 9 ¢ - 8 L I n seseesleveeccleceeesfeatereleveees| Q  [eceeeerereeeeeenes yee tote ‘sooeLy UsIo10 1010 
sothives:| o i 9 "It ez “ Pe ee ee - - Q 0 [reetteeteeeens <ccowes ‘adoang, JO YWON pus ‘Auvursey 
2 i Goer aor ee ons] gp ; Iz 9 ; teeeeel y ~ I OL 9 1 ee saekcde bn’ : “s9qurAorg WS 
eee timo te ele ie td oe ke hile Ma ha a Se ee Sie 
¥ ae eee ~ I wz «S@ eco | 6 - Ta Cee ee ee OT | ag [eccereeteseneceeseedeves Sed snnceu teen uceres +++ Spuepaay 
= es ee oree Peer P I OF se ee veeeee] po [essere @ ¢ Go [tet e eee eeneseeteeeeeceneseeesens ‘sore AA PUB PUL[sUg 
3 = 2% ee ee Aerod a bg sp ae ee vodg ote Sige ln owe REA oocj Bes= ths Goan onan 
ne Ae " a eB T fetter an I Said egl vbatwe I ; g  |teees Gavacyeues ere TEC LET teeeeee sees sqnorgamttog 
“ ZI ; . C "ee veel g . I - ; I ahinwgnee evi editensdginever beeeeeeeees SpUersy OPO! 
= pee ee ee I pags 47 tabuehs Cee I , ¢ 6 9 ye ee a ive wes be eeeeeeeees SqOULIOA 
‘ 2 98 RE a Cee om rere e le |g. recerferee: Ge Let der. | ar. [ececeeecceeeeeceeseeeeeeeeseseeeeeees (garasdurepy MONT 
a ee A Ne Oe Pomme ome ge "Eig OMe Mie We Ee ete he AS at cai 
= 186 | ¥ j ob eee Fa, ol g 8 I T L laa GF re Sl So ek LL hha unit (‘aojsog ydeoxo) ‘syosnToVsse]T 
Ee LZ es reel T 6 seeees! oF @ g reseesl e g 0% 9% OBL [rttretttcetesssee of repo ae eat reeeee “HOJSOg 
S eel easel Ziel ElPl El FlEelE| FI é 
= © |e. 5. 5 > 4 = = 2 : 
: Z : z = 32: ge 4 z 3 ze 2 Z B 28 ° *SINOOYD 3HL JO S3ODVIdHLYIS 
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Whatever may have been the cause of the reduction 
of ventures in the matrimonial lottery durmg the year 
just closed, it was not sufficiently formidable to prevent 
the natives of the Emerald Isle from embarking as 
largely in that species of speculation as usual. Indeed, 
by reference to the above table, it will be seen that 
there were 28 more Irish males married in 1858 than 
in 1857. And although the number of Irish females 
married the past year was 24 less than it was in the 
preceding year, they outnumber their countrymen by 
the round number of 80. “Hard times” generally act 
as a sedative in matrimonial affairs, on those who are 
slow to credit the dogma that two mouths can be filled 
just as cheaply as one; but that portion of our fellow 
citizens alluded to above do not scruple to avow that 
the doctrine is a true one, and the tabular statement 
above shows the extent of their faith. 

Of the males married, 963 —or 44.68 per cent. of the 
whole number — were native-born. Of these, 796 — or 
82.65 per cent. of the whole number of native males — 
married native females, leaving only 167, or about 17.35 
per cent., who married foreign females. 

Of the 1,192 foreign males married, 1,080 married 
foreign females. This number makes 90.60 per cent. of 
the foreign males. 

The New England element is seen in the marriage of 
725 couples, which make 33.64 per cent. of all the 
marriages. Boston contributes 11.46 per cent. of the 
grooms, and 16.79 per cent. of the brides. The number 
of American males who married foreign females is 167 ; 
and the number of foreign males who married Ameri- 
can females, is 112. 


1859.] CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 11 


Il. Marrraces. Aces of the couples married. 


AGES OF THE BRIDES, 


AGES OF THE ; 

Meee ta isi si|aisi3e|3)|e.e). 

ss} 2 £ s $ 3 3 M 3 a s 
oh Pee ee cS} Bok S71.3 1S |. Lele 
Under 21 years,..... 19; 12 5 UL Lweti sii OG a ee h. death babe vad | 87 
21to25 do...... 198 | 418; 68 3 Fiieaaden'ls eades lSadage inkeceeiceeans 688 
2 to80 do...... MME OAL) = 88 be Ble yrs). avgacltanaecleay cock aves 761 
80t085 do... 93) 100} 122| 56] I2)......Je...] Blecechenee| 819 
85 to40 do...... 8) 20] 58; 43| 23| 4| i... 4 Po ee 171 
40t045 do... 7) 10| 14) 21 | SR tee PA. ‘Gis 79 
45t050 do ......le...e. SeleAty 9.510) Bh, (Bf cetbaten: hoes 44 
50t0o55 dow. .se elec eee > She 2s ere aars 2] Bese. | stooge 18 
eS es See Fi oe 9142) 4 Rae 3a Haga 16 
Seaeee fae. tO .,.... Lapse, thot kl awes 1| pat 13 
9 ee a eee BEER AR Mace 1 pawhe 2 
70 to75 © do......\...... Fag ER 1) at TAY Se ROM BAR. Oe 1 
Unknown, .......... o . een | as.’ Pre ee | re RSS eae ae Ts 6 6 
Totals,.......... | 882} 978} 517 | 169 a a:} 16| 10] 2 6 | 2155 

| OS ie | 


It will be seen that 761 of the males, or 35.31 per 
cent. of the whole number, married between the ages 
of 25 and 30. Although this number is 68 less than it 
was in the preceding year, the percentage is the same. 
Between the ages of 21 and 25 there were married 688 
males, 118 less than in 1857, making 31.92 per cent. of 
the whole number. The preceding year this class made 
over 34 per cent. 

The number of male minors married is 57 — fiye less 
than the number recorded the year before. One of 
these minors was only 16 years of age, who married a 
damsel of the same age, being the youngest couple 
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married. Four were 18 years of age; one of whom 
had the temerity to unite himself with a female of the 
motherly age of 31! two married brides of 17, and 
another one of 18. Seven male minors married the like 
number of minor females. 

The predilections of some of the couples are both 
curious and interesting. The oldest male married was 
a veteran of 73, who succeeded in capturing a lady of 
44, An offset to this is the case of an enterprising 
young man of 22, who bore off a lady of 37. Two men 
of 32 years married brides, each of whom was upwards 
of 50 years of age; and another concluded to try his 
chances with a miss of 16; while a lad of 20 joined 
himself to a lady of 28. 

Of the females married, 978, or 45.38 per cent. of the 
whole number, were between the ages of 20 and 26; 
and nearly 24 per cent. were between 25 and 30. The 
former of these quinquennial periods is the favorite 
matrimonial period of the gentler sex, while the latter 
commends itself to the predilections of the rougher sex. 
There were 90 less females married under 20 years of 
age, than were married in 1857 ; and 76 less of females 
between 25 and 80. The number of females married 
under 18 years of age is 67. Seven of them were only 
15 years of age, (two of whom married youths of 19; ) 
13 were 16 years of age, and 47 were 17 years of age. 
The whole number of instances in which one or both 
parties were minors, is 100, being 4.66 per cent. of all 
the marriages. iat 

Fourteen per cent. of the males married females older 
than themselves. | 
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TV. Marriages. Conpirion ( Widowed or Single,) and 


RESIDENCES. 
Brides. No. of . 
times Married. Residences. 
Grooms. » 
E nm 
21,244 e | ‘a 
Biel ale a|& 
By o) =) = a ies 
SEP MEREEIORG SS sess vsvves ) 1662 | 127 |...... TPSR BOSON, 6 wincescuce¥ies 1660 | 1749 
2d Beas pens deeees / 237 |} 100 |\..... 837 || Other Places in Mass.,| 383 | 3833 
3d ee eee | 16 nee ae 24 || Other States,......... 112 82 
UI DEMO WIN civ owe bose ces | | rn 5 5 
cE eee 1915 | 235 5 | 2155 2155 | 2155 


The first marriages of males amount to 1,789 — 210 
less than the number of the previous year — making 
83 per cent. of the whole number. Neither of those 
who had been once and twice widowed have materially 
decreased. — 

The first marriages of females amount to 88.86 per 
cent. of the whole number, showing a slight increase 
over the number of the year before. There were but 
235 widows married. 

Of the males, 1,662 married maidens, and 127 united 
with widows; 237 widowers married maidens, and 100 
married widows; and 16, who had twice been left dis- 
consolate, appear to have languished very successfully 
for an equal number of maidens, and eight others, for a 
like number of widows. There were no fourth or fifth 
marriages. 

There were 32 colored couples married, (a decrease 


o 
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from the preceding year of two,) and nine instances in 
which the grooms were black and the brides white. 
The number of these last is the same this year that it 
was the last. 

Among the couples married were two of deaf mutes. 

It may be a matter of interest to some to learn the 
occupations of a portion of the grooms. ‘The following 
list, embracing only 21 of the given occupations, it will 
be seen, makes 71.41 per cent. of the whole number. 


Laborers ...... 441—20.46 percent.| Blacksmiths ....31— 1.43 per cent. 
Mariners......208— 9.65 Machinists...... 41— 1.90 * 
er ts. eens 124— 5.75 “ Stonecutters....25— 1.16 
Carpenters ....115— 5.33 Masons ........ 24— 1.11 * 
Shoemakers ....80— 3.71 “ Bakers: .jigeeue™ 24— 111 * 
PRONE ice 6''s 70— 3.24 & Printer$.a.a- ae 2i— 97 
Teamsters ..... 67— 3.10 * Waiters........ 91-=*1 9701s 
Merchants ..... 61— 2.83 eg Physicians Te ae 16—— 274 ‘“ 
Farmers, &c.....57— 2.64 “ Lawyers ......- 15— .69 « 
LOTS * ois > Sota 48— 2.22 ae Clergymen 2 ee eee | “ 
Paihterss sas. 0's 41— 1.90 * 


It will be seen that 44.91 per cent. of the marriages 
were of laborers, mariners, clerks, carpenters, and shoe- 
makers. 


MORTALITY OF THE YEAR. 


The number of deaths during the past year is 3,840 
—118 less than that of the preceding year, and a 
decrease from the mortality of 1856 of 413. By a com- 
parison of the mortality of 1858 with that of each of 


several preceding years, it will be seen that it was less. 


in that year than in any year since 1850, when the 
number of deaths was 3,667, only 173 less than it was 
eight years later. The mortality is very equally divided 


ES 
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among the sexes, there having died 1,954 males, and 
1,906 females — a difference of only 28. 

The mortality of the past year cannot be regarded 
as an wialuble test of the condition of the city —a 
comparison of the number of those that died with the 
number of those living at the same ages, with a consid- 
eration of other important facts, being necessary to 
determine this; but the general aspect of the result is 
so apparent, that we may reasonably regard it as an 
indication of more than ordinary good health. 

Three causes may be assigned (singly or collectively) 
for the small mortality of the past year, viz. a dimin- 
ished foreign immigration ; a more efficient administra- 
tion of sanitary laws; or, an actual decrease of the pop- 
ulation. The first of these is a fact; the second is prob- 
able; and the third is conjectural. To what extent 
the population has fallen off, or whether it has done so 
at all, it is impossible to say, as the requisite data are 
lacking to determine the fact. A comparison of the 
number married with the number of births and deaths, 
together with the consideration of the facts growing out 
of the financial embarrassments of the preceding year, 
renders this supposition not at all improbable, however. 
Estimating the population, therefore, to be 170,000, the 
mortality in 1858 will allow one death to 44.27 of the 
same. But regarding it as 200,000—the greatest 
number that any assign to it— the deaths will be in 
the ratio of 1 to 52. In either case the result may be 
regarded as indicative of a satisfactory sanitary condi- 
tion, and entitles Boston to the credit of being one of 
the healthiest cities in the Union. 

It may not be improper to state here, that, having 
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the advantage of experience, the utmost care has been 
observed during the past year in collecting the particu- 
lars required for registration. Much time and labor 
have been expended in pursuance of the object sought; 
and the result is submitted, with the conviction that it 
was hardly possible, by the present method of making 
returns, to procure a more satisfactory report. In for- 
mer reports by the undersigned, the attempt has been 
made to set forth the value of a correct registration of 
births, marriages, and deaths, in the hope that the sub- 
ject would receive the attention that its importance 
demands. Defects in the present method of making 
returns of deaths have been noticed, and instances 
specified in which matters of serious import had nearly 
escaped detection, through such defects. During the 
past year, another of those instances occurred, (similar 
to that noticed in the City Registrar’s Report of 1856,) 
which is now undergoing legal investigation. Were 
respectable physicians’ certificates, certifying to the 
cause of death, invariably required before bodies were 
interred, instead of adhering to the present inefficient 
and nearly valueless system, (so far as it relates to 
deaths,) it is fair to say that the frequency of such 
occurrences would be materially lessened. At all events, 
the change would immeasurably increase the chances 
of detection. It is to be hoped, that, should the Legis- 
lature fail to amend the law in this particular, the City 
Council will provide by Ordinance for the defect. 


Pore = 
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V. Dearas in Boston, on each day of the year 1858, as 
reported by Funeral Undertakers and others. 
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No epidemic has prevailed during the past year, and 
few diseases have attained more than ordinary promi- 
nence, or exhibited an unusually malignant type. On 
the contrary, there has been a marked diminution in 
the mortality from some diseases, the most prominent 
of which is Scarlatina. 

Accidents. — The deaths thus classed number 141 — 
one less than the number recorded in 1857. The deaths 
from casualties in each year amount to about the same 
number. For the last nine years they have averaged 
about 140. ‘The lowest number (1135) in any one year 
occurring in 1849, and the highest (181) in 1856. Of 
those dying from these causes the past year, 57 were 
foreign-born, 51 native-born, and 33 the children of 
foreign parents. By reference to Table IX., the reader 
will ascertain the nature of the accident in each case. 

Apoplexy. The number of deaths from this cause the 
past year was 29 — nine less than the number recorded 
in 1857. There is considerable uncertainty in regard 
to the correctness of the reports of some of these cases. 
Of some which were originally returned by undertakers 
as Apoplexy, inquiries resulted in showing that several 
were more likely to be Disease of the Heart, others 
of Congestion of Brain, and some of Consumption. 

Bowels, Diseases of. —'The deaths thus designated 
number 48, the precise number that were reported the 
preceding year. This designation, in the present Report, 


embraces those known as “ Inflammation” and “Con- 
- gestion,’ (numbering 41,) and six (including one re- 


ported as “Stoppage,”) nameless, nondescript cases, 

whose seat was supposed to be of an intestinal char- 

acter. The term “supposed” is used, because the cer- 
4 
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tainty of even the locality of the disease is no more set- 
tled than the principle of “perpetual motion.” The 
difficulty in being more precise in designating the cause 
of death in many of these cases, has been alluded to 
again and again. Perhaps nineteen persons out of every 
twenty would, without reflection, imagine that they had 
a pretty distinct idea of the cause of death in each of 
the cases designated as “ Diseases of the Bowels;” and 
it is to be regretted that there are so few who desire a 
more specific term, and fewer still who appear to appre- 
ciate the necessity of having one. Undoubtedly, had 
the returns of these cases come from professional sources, 


the deaths of some of the females, at least, would have. 


been ascribed to “ Peritonitis.” The deaths thus classed 
make 1.25 per cent. of the entire mortality. _ 

Brain, Diseases of. —'The diseases thus classed em- 
brace 41 of “Inflammation,” 39 of “ Congestion,” 1 of 
“ Softening,” and nine of that nameless class, which, like 
their intestinal kindred, were as likely to have had their 
seat of disease in the chest as in the head. The number 
reported the past year was 18 less than it was in 1857. 
These cases make 2.54 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

Bronchitis. — There were nine cases thus reported — 
all males— mostly children. 'The year previous there 
were 20 deaths thus recorded. 

Cancer. — Forty-one cases from this distressing cause 


are given this year—an increase of seven over the num- 


ber in 1857, twenty-four being females. The local mani- 


festation of the disease in each case is given in the table. 


These deaths make about 1.06 per cent. of the whole 
number. 


There was one death each from “Cancrum Oris,” 
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“Cholera,” “Inflammation of Bladder,” “Catalepsy,” 
“Chicken Pox,” and one from “ Cachexia.” 

Cholera Infantum.—The mortality thus designated 
amounts to 224—being nearly 6 per cent. of all the 
deaths. The year before there were 277 deaths from 
this cause. Of the whole number, children of foreign 
parents were in the proportion of nearly 3 to 1, or about 
72.32 per cent. This fact is suggestive, and indicates 
pretty plainly the predisposing cause of the disease. 
The deaths were distributed over the city as follows: 


Wards. No. Wards. No. , Wards. No. 
Re a. , SR 8 I i cae See ed | 13 
ate dee: Seep | SRR 6 BPI. a Oe 11 
hegre ee 23 | ann er tt eee 17 
Pi. eae ee SS 19:4),19 v.is whee 56 


It will be seen that over 58 per cent. of the deaths 
thus classed occurred in Wards 1, 3, 7, and 12. While 
25 per cent. of the deaths from this cause occurred in 
the latter ward, only one death took place in Ward 4, 
and four in Ward 6. 

Chorea (St. Vitus’ Dance).— A death from this singu- 
lar disease occurred in the month of January, in the 
Lunatic Asylum. ‘The case was that of a man 65 years 
of age. 

Consumption.— The deaths from this terrible scourge 
number the past year, 784— an increase over the 
mortality from the same cause in 1857, of 20. The 
mortality this year is a very large one, and makes no 
less than 20.41 per cent. of the whole number of deaths. 
Omitting the deaths from external causes, it will appear 
that this disease cut off no less than 21.58 per cent. of 
all who died from disease alone. The deaths from this 
malady in 1857 amounted to 19.30 per cent. of the 
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entire mortality. As usual, foreigners comprise the 
larger portion of the victims— nearly 68 per cent. of 
the whole number. The preceding year this class made 
69.24 per cent. Singularly enough, 408 of those that 
died were born in Ireland — the same number recorded 
in 1857 — making over 52 per cent. of all who died 
from this disease. The following table shows the birth- 
places of all who died from Consumption. It will be 
observed, that the increase of the mortality has been 
among those born in the United States. 


Males Females Total 


Born in the United States, :.....s0..c00eces 110 143 253 
‘' Do Treland, 3 ps8 < is . 5:2 ee 202 206 ~ 408 

Do England and Wales,........... : 12 5 17 

Do British American Provinces,..... 9 23 32 

Do SGOURDC wisn bias Ye biel ee 4 2 6 

Do Germany and Northern Europe... 10 5 15 

Do Other Foreign Places, .......... ; 9 3 12 
Children of Foreign Parents,..............5 15 26 41 
371 413 784 


It will be seen that 42 more females died than males. 
Of those born in the United States the females exceed 
the males by 33. Of those born in England, Scotland, 
Germany, and other foreign places, comprising 50 in- 
stances, the males predominate. The Irish males and 
females vary only four in number. 

The following shows the number of deaths from Con- 
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sumption in each ward, and in the several public insti- 
tutions. To those who are familiar with the various 
localities the exhibition will be interesting. 


Wards. Deaths. | Wards. Deaths. Public Institutions. Deaths. 
Miveints (cigs « 91 ra 117 | Massachusetts Hospital,....22 
Se 64 nd she! 67 | Rainsford Island, ......... 36 
Bie vpn’ ss: 57 See SS eee leans. 3 Sei medee 8 
BP BOes. ny (o  U 54 | Lunatic Asylum, ......... 5 

Ry oy egies fo Se 56 | House of Correction,. are 1 
a Oe ee 13) Jali ss wees veh eee 1 


Nearly 15 per cent. of the deaths from this cause 
occurred in Ward 7; 11.60 per cent. in Ward 1, and 
nearly 10 per cent. in Ward 12. Over 53 per cent. of 
the deaths from this disease occurred in Wards 1, 2, 7, 
8,and 12. The increase over the mortality of the pre- 
vious year, has been in Wards 2, 5, 5, and 7. Seventy- 
three of these deaths took place in the public institu- — 
tions—a decrease of 12 from the number of the 
previous year. In the Massachusetts General Hospital, 
the number of deaths from Consumption was 15 less the 
past year than it was in 1857. 

The following table gives the occupations of all the 
males who died from Consumption. The exhibition is 
an interesting one, and, in the case of several of the 
classes, is significant. 
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TIAHCPGrE HA S3.s yas morale veh Bee 131 | Musician ...... «eae een 
LALLOTS » + 5. No cho caaah ee aii? oS 16 | Wheelwright ...... os Lae ee 1 
PHOCRIAR EIS +c weiscias we edee eee 14 | Cabinet maker .:seseerseeeme™ 1 
Merchants... ghtasa ete cw ct ss 13 | Painter :...2 00@. Gye 1 
UlSrkh WPF. 4 een oe hs ee aly tae 18 | Harness maker « ..s.. seueeee oe 1 
Bayete balay | ar ae Nee Se 13 | Pattern maker; .. gs 5 yas 1 
Mariners Satitisss Hitia'k ss sep 12 | Student... ss. ¢ .sndteneie le eae 1 
RYROGTE SAA «since 3 oc as ae ve ae 9 | Bookbinder .. 5. (336s 75a aes 1 
USOT De aE Ses ss'ore lates Sp 9 | Brass finisher......sseevsesees 1 
Moashinistete. ctisiald. 04057. 6 | Publisher... i'...¢. sors see 1 
RRR Toon sins sine a's ENS 5 | Nailmaker .. «5 + ss pseeeeeee 1 
EERE PITIGLIE 5 n> os ane sp 9-5 evs ea 4 | Junk dealer. .....scene seu eee 1 
LRIMINN CSA, 0, eaob Ghee dul Aree o> 4 | Turner ... ise. 4 1 
DAMME 2’. sos Galan bis borane ae 8 | Dentist ..°:, duc enna 1 
SMILED "uy sx ro Ste nok no Be 3 | Silversmith....... A er bite be 
PABORIDOIG 4. o's cla ches \ a hee 8 | Gilder. ...viule § « «tte en 1 
Clare yen esp sk 8 eve ak 3 | Butcher «....0+ 4 »':0) semen 1 
pe a ee ee Se 2 | Ship joiner. ....-..s-eeceseees 1 
Oi lah. cabheitnat!s didtheliete « 2 | Lawyer sp osomeogs os uieienre es 1 
BiSrOuOree aus «aie Na aks «sk 2 | Insurance agent ....... A is 1 
PVMICTE Se onc aks ogee nic alee 2 | Boiler maker, :. «42s smee eta veg} 
BavmatWerd s.4 6 ia Uae ee 2 | Customs officer’) ..2t.. Janae ae 1 
SSAMENE a <class soa s OV bop bincedaie tke 2 Engineer ere te : 1 
WE PIUETM ds ado o's side aie nina aes 08s 2 | Porter...» =s-»0 siehae «cn See 1 
OBUNEN 5. eh wos ee bes w cine 2°| Broker . ©. , pis u+0 anes eee 1 
Ship ‘carpenters. . 646... lb eae 2 | Engraver’...4/ 0, $v, gee ee 1 
Gardeners, &¢....-. 0+ eee eeees 2 | Gas fitter’ « .+'). »asiete ie eee 1 
Coopers .....seceesccecnceees 2 |Plumber ....:.:s0-5 us mae 1 
RZOIGDERTETS o\- 5701. wloh sin tenes 2 | Physician ......0. sss sae eee 1 
Saloon keeper .......-.-++.-.- 1 | Hair dresser \. . . ss 5)-'ee ree 1 
CF ORTEGIS byte cre honed oats ody ¥ _.+++ 1 | Fresco painter...... a has Set 1 
Inspector of beef...........¢-+. 1.|Slater.......s seen 1 
TRRATUSUREL soy ess eos ewe 1'| Type caster ..... .. seem 1 
Coppersmith ..............2-. 1 | Music printer .\)). Sis eae Le 
ROD MINA OT a kj ti Hap « <p hteaee 1 | Inn keeper ......-..+s: Py ties 
Gentleman... 0a... sins s cece see 1 | Not stated’. .., . «ss aiamaleaennnne 42 
alert te se cS ey sss meee sans 1 itp ~ 
Pounder .ptice «bi hevioeis Meese’ 1 qu 


It will be seen, that of the whole number of males 
that died from Consumption, “ Laborers” made 35.30 


per cent. Of the 290 Laborers that died, 131, or 45.17 
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per cent. of the whole number, died from this cause. 
Tailors stand next in number, contributing 16 to the 
list. Shoemakers, Merchants, Clerks, and Printers, fol- 
low each with 13; Mariners come next with 12, suc- 
ceeded by Traders and Carpenters with 9 each. These 
nine classes contributed nearly 62 per cent. of the vic- 
tims. <A large portion of those whose occupations are 
not given,— numbering 42, and making 11.52 per 
cent. of the whole number,— were boys between the 
ages of 5 and 16. 

Convulsions. — The deaths from causes thus recorded 
amount to 119,— the same number that was reported 
the previous year, — making over 3 per cent. of all the 
deaths. It would be gratifying if it could be said of the 
term here used, that it had any express signification in 
these particular instances. Every possible effort and 
means have been employed to verify the correctness of 
the returns of these cases, but with very indifferent 
success. In many of them, there were good grounds 
for believing that convulsions were caused by teething ; 
in others, by the recession of eruptive diseases ; some 
were perhaps epileptic, and others, hysteric; and some 
may have been apoplexy or delirium tremens. With 
this wide margin for speculation, it would not be wise 
to base any calculation on the exhibited result. Over 
84 per cent. of the mortality thus designated was of 
children of foreign parents. 

Croup. — This malady destroyed the past year 102 
children, — one less than the number of the preceding 
year, — making 2.65 per cent. of all that died. Of 
the whole number of deaths from Croup, 75.49 per cent. 
was of children of foreign parents. In the month of 
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January, there were 12 deaths, and in February, 24, 
from this disease. There was an equal number of males 
and females. | | 

Debility.—- Of the 38 instances thus recorded, all but 
ten were foreign-born. This term, like many others, is 
of that Indiarubber-like character, which can easily be 
made to embrace any indefinite number not otherwise 
provided for. Most of these cases were returned 
under a sincere conviction that the term expressed all 
that could or need be said concerning them. They 
were pretty evenly distributed throughout the year. 

Tnarrhaea and Dysentery.— There were 118 deaths 
from these two causes,— 29 from the former, and 89 
from the latter, — making 5 per cent. of all the deaths. 
Foreigners and their children make 58.47 per cent. of 
the whole number that died from these causes. Adding 
to these the deaths from “ Cholera Morbus” and “ Chol- 
era Infantum,”’ we have a total of 351 deaths, making 
9.14 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

Dropsy. — Seventy-six cases were reported the past 
year. The entire family of the “ Dropsies” is of very 
doubtful reputation. Thirty-two of those dying were 
native-born. 

Dropsy of the Brain. — These instances number 176, 
-— an increase of 48 over the number returned the pre- 
vious year,—and make 4.58 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. Of these cases, children of foreign parents 
comprise nearly 80 per cent., an increase over last year 
of more than 7 per cent. | 

Epilepsy. — Hight cases occurred,— four males and 
four females, — two in January, three in March, one in 
October, and two in December. 
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Lirysipelas. —'Twenty-nine deaths from this cause are 
recorded, — an increase of eight over last year. Eleven 
of the victims were American-born. 

Fever, Typhoid.— There are 73 instances thus re- 
corded, — 45 males and 28 females. There were two 
cases reported as “Ship Fever.” These make 1.95 per 
cent. of the whole mortality. 

, Bilious. —'Two cases were reported in August, 
—a male anda female. The first was that of a master 
of a vessel from Havana, and probably should have 
been reported as “ Yellow Fever.” 

.. » Intermittent. — A single death from this cause 
occurred in March. 

, Yellow. — There were five deaths from this dis- 
ease reported, — four males and one female. ‘Three of 
them occurred in July, 1 in August, and 1 in Sep- 
tember. 

There were four cases reported simply as “ Fevers,” 
— occurring in January, June, August, and October. 

, Scarle.— The present report records 139 
deaths from this disease, —63 males and 76 females. 
In 1857 “Scarlatina” proved fatal in 403 instances, — 
making more than 10 per cent. of the whole mortality. 
In the month of January of that year, it was fatal in 
110 cases,—the greatest number during any one 
month, — decreasing rapidly until August of that year, 
since which time it has prevailed but moderately, the 
deaths being distributed pretty evenly through each 
month. The deaths from “Scarlatina” during the year 
make nearly 3.62 per cent. of the whole number. Of 
those who died, children of foreign parents constituted 
70.50 per cent. It will be seen by the following tabu- 
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lar statement, that the deaths were very unequally 
distributed among the wards. 


It will be seen by the foregoing, that 56.11 per cent. 
of the mortality from this cause occurred in Wards 1, 3, 
7, and 12. 

Fleart, Diseases of. —'There were 96 instances thus 
reported, — 54 males and 42 females, — making 2.50 
per cent. of the whole mortality. It is to be regretted 
that few of these returns came from professional sources. 
Of those who die each year from supposed heart affec- 
tions, the major part are generally native-born. — These 
comprised more than half of the whole number during — 
the past year. 

Hemorrhage. — 'Twenty cases thus reported occurred, 
— 14 being males, and 6 females. In 17 instances the 
bleeding was from the lungs. | 

Hooping-Cough.— The number of deaths from this — 
cause is 114, divided among the sexes in the proportion 
of nearly two to one, — there being 70 males, and only — 
44 females, — making 2.96 per cent. of the whole num- — 
ber. The deaths of children of foreign parents make — 
85 per cent. of the entire mortality from this cause. q 

Homicide. — There is a singular uniformity in the 
number of these cases from year to year. During the ; 
past year there were 10,— one less than in 1857. a 

Hydrophobia. — One death from this dreadful disease 
occurred in the Massachusetts General Hospital. ‘The 


1859.] CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 35 


subject was bitten in an adjoining town, and brought 
to Boston for treatment. 

Tntemperance.— Of the 46 instances thus designated, 
40 were of foreign birth, — 27 were males, and 19 fe- 
males. Those dying from what is distinctively known 
as “ Delirium Tremens,” and from general dissoluteness 
of habits, are embraced in this category. 

Liver, Diseases of. —Of the 31 persons who died from 
diseases of this organ, only seven were native-born. As 
about half of those who are sick, — seriously or other- 
wise, — imagine that this unlucky organ is, in their cases, 
diseased, — nearly gone in many instances, — perhaps 
the few deaths recorded is a matter of wonder. 

Lungs, Diseases of. — Deaths from diseases thus classed, 
embracing “ Inflammation,’ “ Congestion,’ and two 
whose specific character could not be ascertained, 
amount to 234 — the precise number that was reported 
in 1857 — making 6.09 per cent. of the entire mortal- 
ity. As usual, those of foreign birth, and their children, 
furnish a very large portion of the victims — 69.23 per 
cent. 

Malformation. — Two instances were reported, a male 
and a female; the former of the anus, the latter, of the 
urethra. 

Marasmus. — Under this term 99 deaths are recorded. 
With the exception of some half dozen instances re- 
turned by physicians, these cases are wholly valueless 
for statistical or scientific purposes. “Debility,’ per- 
haps, would as properly have designated them as any 
other term. | 

Measles. —'There were 80 deaths from this disease the 
past year — the previous year there were but six. The 
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proportion to the whole mortality is 2.08 per cent. Of 
the whole number of cases, only 14 were of children of 
American parentage. 

Old Age. — Although this cannot properly be consid- 
ered a disease, yet, when prematurely induced, it would 
seem entitled to be so regarded. There are 92 instances 
recorded — an increase of 31 over the previous year, 
making 2.39 per cent.of all the deaths. The females ex- 
ceed the males in the proportion of nearly 3 to 1; there 
being 27 of the latter, and 65 of the former. Of those 
dying, 47 were native-born. 

Paralysis. — Deaths thus reported number 48 — the 
same as the preceding year; 18 being males and 30 
females. Thirty-one of the cases were of native-born 
persons. | | 

Pleurisy. — Thirty-eight deaths from this cause were 
reported, only nine of which were of those born here. 

Scrofula.— The deaths from this disease number 23 
— 16 of which were of children of foreign parents. 

Small Pox. — The almost entire cessation of this dis- 
ease in Boston is a singular fact. Since August, 1856, 
there have been but five deaths, two in 1857, and three 
in 1858. | 

Puerperal Diseases.— Forty-three deaths occurred from 
diseases of this character—one more than were re- _ 
ported in the preceding year. Not a death took place 
from these causes durmg the month of November. 
Of the whole number, American females make only 
18. 

Teething. —The number of cases thus reported is 
120, — 14 less than the preceding year, — making 3.12 
per cent. of all the deaths. As usual the fatality was F 
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principally among children of foreign parents, who con- 
tributed no less than $1.66 per cent. of the victims. 

Unknown Diseases. —'The number of instances in 
which there was no attempt to assign any cause of 
death is 44,— a reduction of 24 from the number of the 
preceding year. These cases make only 1.14 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. 

It is a matter of regret, that the classification of so 
large a portion of the mortality should be of so doubt- 
ful a character. It may be divided into two classes ; on 
one, no reliance can be placed, while the other may be 
entitled to more or less consideration. The latter class 
comprises “ Inflammation of the Brain,’ “ Inflammation 
of Bowels,” “ Dropsy,’ “Diseases of the Heart,” and 
“Scrofula.” The former class comprises those desig- 
nated as “ Diseases of the Brain,” “ Diseases of the Bow- 
els,” “Convulsions,” “Infantile Diseases,’ “Dropsy of 
Brain,’ “Dysentery,” “ Debility,” “ Diseases of the Liver,” 
“ Marasmus,” “Teething,” and “ Unknown.” The deaths 
from causes embraced in these two classes number 
1,597, and make 41.58 per cent. of the whole mortality, 
leaving but 58.55 per cent. that may be considered 
entitled to confidence. Adding to this the first named 
class, wlfich makes 7.17 per cent., there remains but 
about 65 per cent. of the reported causes of death that 
is of any value for statistical purposes. 
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VIL» Brrrupraces and Parenrace of those who died in 


1858. 

BIRTHPLACES. Wi F P : BIRTHPLACES, | M F P 
Boston,!. 8. ANepes es ethos 1024 | 995 | 191 || England and Wales, ...| 28 29 | 183 
Mass,, except Boston, a 165); 191.) (845 |) Ireland, @.....4..00e0aee 438 | 428 | 2098 
MAIIOS diss ss abd vd Xen 58 65 | 141 || Scotland, .....sse.ueme 7 6| 40 
New Hampshire, ........ 54 57 | 141 || British American Proy- 

WeETTAOnG Fs sss kets vee s 16 13 388 Ince’, ..... sateen 838] 45) 97 
Rhode Island, ........... 9 10 12 || Germany, ..../1sssunaee 384 14 | 148 
Comnectiout, so... 2s. 0 3 8 | 17 || Other Foreign Places, ..| 21 12 64 
Other American States,..| 37 83 74 || Unknown, ........5-++. 22 10 301 
F as : ‘3 ee ee 

1856 | 1362 | 959 578 | 544 | 2881 


It will be seen that 2,718, or 70.78 per cent. of those 
who died here the past year, were born in Boston; a 
little over 9 per cent. in other towns in the State, 7.37 
in other parts of New England, and 1.82 in other States. 
Of the remaining 1,122 (including 52 whose birthplaces 
are unknown), those born in Ireland make 76.73 per 
cent. 

It will be seen, by reference to the third column in 
each division of the above table, that in 1,260 imstances 
only, (including those designated as unknown, nearly 
all of whom were American born,) were the fathers 
born in this country. Only 191 fathers were born in 
Boston, and 345 in other places in the State. The New 
England parentage makes 30.88 per cent. of the whole. 
The foreign parentage makes 67.18 per cent. of the 
whole, exclusive of those classed as unknown. The 
Irish parentage makes 80.13 per cent. of the foreign, 
and 54.63 per cent. of the whole, parentage. 
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The foregoing table exhibits the mortality during each 
quinquennial period from birth to the eightieth year, 
and during the two decades that follow. By dividing 
the whole period of one hundred years into four parts, 
some interesting facts will be seen. During the first 
period, from birth to the fifth year, comprising five 
years, 1,744 deaths occurred, making 45.41 per cent. of 
the whole mortality. During the second period, em- 
bracing fifteen years, only 325 deaths occurred, making 
8.41 per cent. ‘During the third period, comprising forty 
years, there were 1,367 deaths, making about 35.59 per 
cent. of the whole number. During the fourth period, 
also embracing forty years, there were only 406 deaths, 
or 10.57 per cent. of the whole number. The deaths 
during the first period of five years exceed those of the 
second, a period of fifteen, in the proportion of more 
than three to one, and nearly equal those of the last 
two combined. 

Of 910 children who died under 1 year of age, the 
children of foreign parents number 663, or 72.85 per 
cent. of the whole number. Of these, 98,— 61 males 
and 37 females, — died on the day of their birth. The 
parentage of only 19 of them was of American origin. 
‘From the day of birth to the third month, there were 301 
deaths, — 169 males and 152 females, — 102 of which 
were of children of American parents, and 199 of for- 
eign parents. From the third month to the twelfth 
month, inclusive, there were 511 deaths, -— 258 males 
and 253 females. Of this number, children of foreign- 
ers number 585. 

The following is an analysis of the foregoing table, 
compared with a similar one of 1857. 
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1858 1857 
Under lyear,..| 910 | Being ........ 23.70 Per cent. || 970 | Being | 24.50 Per cent. 
Rito 3 do. ;1; 486". Do se. eve | 11.85 Do 488 | Do | 12.20 Do 
B to Se sh eae Bs DO aise ves 5.91 Do 224 | Do 5.65 Do 
8to 6do ..| 171 bi ye ey 4.45 Do 202 | Do 5.10 Do 
Bito TD dos} 182 1. Do: 3.5. ees 3.70 Do 166 Do 4.19 Do 
10 tol5 do ..| 65 pats bem Ree 1.69 Do 68 | Do 1.72 Do 
15 to20 do ..| 116 B30. Saas cess 8.02 Do 118 | Do 2.98 Do 
20 to25 do ..| 204 IO ta aay ae 5.81 Do 
420 | Do 10% Do 
25 to80 do ..| 213 LDS) a ong eae ee 5.54 Do 
80 to85 do ..| 205 Ou uukace 5.33 Do 
401 Do 10.12 Do 
85 to40 do ..| 202 DOM sierra: 5.26 Do 
40 to45-do ..| 188| Do ........ 4.89 Do 
809 | Do 7.80 Do 
45 to50 do ..! 188 BPO 6018 ve 8.59 Do 
60 tob5 do ..) 189} Do .iccscss 3.62 Do 
| {on Do | 540° Do 
55 to60 do .. 78 D0 “steer 2.03 Do 
60 to65 do ..| 97 tA eta ao 2.52 Do 
171; Do 4.31 Do 
65 to70 do ..| 95 130" Vase ees 2.46 Do 
10:50 70°00. .<) B97 Dai. Fesisas 2.00 Do 
{ru Do | 363 Do 
PO AOCU NG) <0) O41 DOC csskas 1.66 Do i 
80 t0o90 do ..| 62 10% fo ances 1.61 Do 58 | Do 1.83 Do 
90 told0do ... ll DO eds seas .28 Do 15; Do 87 Do 
uaameeeneend EAE ESS A —7—_--___ —_—_—_—_—_—_————— eee 
3840 | 99.92 Per cent. || 3958. 99.91 Percent. 


It will be observed that the deaths under — 
years of age amount to 2,067, a decrease of 164 from — 
the number that died during the same period in 1857, 
while there was an increase of 46 above thatage. 
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The foregoing table comprises 1,009 deaths, which | 4 
make 26.27 per cent. of the whole mortality. Those 
born in Ireland number 826,—418 males and 408 _ 
females, — and make 81.86 per cent. of all the foreign- 
ers over 20 years of age. 


‘ : 


| 1858 1857 |" 
WARDS, Deaths. | Per cent. Deaths. | Per cent. 
hee Oe EEE EL Eee Beet ko 497 12.94 542 | 13.69 
DR Ala AR ai es? 932 | (8.64 928 8.28 
Dare sae ice tb als KOM a Gah Gnas una dhveuss 809 8.04 548 8.79 
TSSORS S/N GaN eee melheck 120 8) (8.12 143 3.61 
B cobdth debates eeends A 9s eeweds ovals ) 167 4.84 166 4.19 
ase ERE OTTER ECOL ECT RL EL 173 4.52 196 4.95 
hee PP Nn) CE et, CEITERT TT ETE oe, 482 12.55 458 11.57 
Bertie aeml cag l Sanaa Sanaa Shon 408 a4 | 8.47 284 7.17 
FERS UT Y dco uke pox ero Rama OS im > =e 196 4.95 
SU Recent oe ve ay bas teens di keee Sai Ne 241 | 6.27 _ 242 6.11 
TT ee i css Premise Nae 304 | 7.91 331 8.38 
“Th Sg AT ee I ay? oe 463 | 12.05 438 11.06 
Massachusetts Hospital,..........+e0008 im 4 8.15 128 3.23 
Rainsford Island,......0ceccevececevess 70 | 1.82 88 2.22 
DGRT TARAS ss pins oho eis 0005 wrens eo 48 : 1.25 36 .90 
Institutions at South Boston,>......... 27 | -70 82 .80 
on Nek 2 eh a a oo 2 
3840 | = 99.92 3958 99.88 


a’ 
e 


It will be seen that in Wards 1, 3, 4, 6, 9, and 11, in ~ 
the Massachusetts Hospital, in the State Hospital at 
Rainsford Island, and in the Institutions at South Bos — 
ton, there was in each a decrease from the mortality of — 
the preceding year. In Wards 2, 7, 8, 12, and at Deer — 
Island, there was an increase, while in Wards 5 and 108 : 


vores eS 
2 i > 
ieee 
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there was only a difference of one death in each in- 
stance. ‘The greatest difference was in Ward 1, where 
the number was 45 less than that of the preceding 
year. The next largest decrease was in Ward 3, where 
there was a reduction of 39. 

The number of stillborns during the year was 249, — 
a decrease of 29 from the previous year, The sexes of 
ten of them could not be ascertained. There can be 
no doubt that a large number are taken out of the city 
for interment, without being reported. 


Males. | Females. |Unknown. 


METRES Gt Seas sess sess ee eee 12 10 1 
eee 9 11 
SO Cs dec ow lav ivs ve nse. 9 12 
PE she sn oso ccceyaceseceess 14 11 
Oe ee ee i) 5 2 
Ce ees. force cc cec ees 18 6 2 
ES Cee 11 7 
eee 13 6 
I elec 5 6 cess sss cesceces 10 10 1 
ES dans och dnns seecess 9 10 
I ee 9 6 3 
SY ner 11 4 1 


134 98 10 


; an 
a 
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CAUSES OF DEATH + 
ROGER A UY aude bee Ela x Ee ee Ce ere Cee oe th dS ut} 61 
VADOPLEXY, » seisviase csevsoveuce elsveuse (ave cchnee web b's Uae been aee 99 17 
Bowels, Diseases Of ........::ecceececececeecceesseescusevneenness 48 ig 
Brain, Diseases Of .........sececseeeeee ence cencnaseeneaseesesnees | 90 43 
Cholera Infantum,..........ccseeeeeerceeeerereeeenesecs ones Papen 224 62 
Compumption,: 2. Seeeiesacisescivevveccispuctensvevssvscaceboureen 784 | 258 
CONVUISIONS, «ccs. cce dee cccecrcow set cues csaseeesenenecesepeneus 119; 19 
REAL Iic cd so ap ns syne oo 0000's ves Dim pvrsliyd Ds, etter 102} 25) 

; Doabihee ere yccdy cis bole apheeti ta tes RO RBo ay oe eta ee 34 10 é 
Phot ig tts Reps Sree are yUVe sv b ene SUNT Vode bs Ub 00 vw een ool 12 6 
DySeNtery,. ccc sccescseccecccceeeeesese essen snes esas essen esses neees 89 87 23 
DLOPBY yas ces dscererncnncvancccccccvnsecscscecesuaesr esha ssn —mMEmE 76 82 Nae 
Dropsy Of Brain, ....ccssecsecesseesceeseveneeens 0 \s00's0 ene 176 86 137 
Erysipelas,......... Saupe suelsv he US buy vee es <sy vee ee se enn 29 13 ay 
Fever, Typhoid,...... oeveceees Pett rt Srey osnebeuuenen ss enaeD 88 ; 28 | 12 
Fever, Scarlet,..ccccsescssecececcceccsucsssseunsees eye: Perry cry (eet. 41 8) 8 
Heart, Diseases of.... cnsens eoscesecenoves seteseeseeececeeseceness| 96 50| 387 9 ; 
Hooping Cough,.......sscssesrececssscveces soteccosasscessesaun) LIM a q 
Tnfaritile Diseases. 0.00... 625007 oidan io volved donde 205 | 87 168 i 
Intemperance,....s.ssceeeeeves paste angaas weurente o's ded veto aa 46 6 40 | 
Liver, Diseases Of. .........csenevesccesssvocccansosscsseeseeeaae 81 7| 23 1 
Tangs, Disenses Of ...6:...6sceveerseccavscuneecrersennceense oop] 20h) “Sa Sa 123 
MArSsMG8, i 2. shede sev se) tA PP Ee TP Re ors) 99; 42) a : 56 a 
Mensles,:........0.- diet wale seoen ecb ean ays Eee wats es oven 80) 14 1] es 
CUR WO, abbot. cs nv Seah aus eee oe erevpotscenadve ne eed cueeeg 92) 47| 45 4 
WPAUBIGOIB,. spe sedan ss chee caynss ctaee dann AR hank ose ee 48; 81] 15) 
Pleurisy,....... DENA Ta Py Lee CPI ELT PE pe eket einen 88) 9] 28) 
Puerperal DisCasess. coco csecsseecscecs ray hams akee> Dew nesne uy ...| 483) 8h 24 
Scrofula, ....... ann ea jhasaee at om Sr Para yen eased ys bid 1 
Teething, ........006 Shela tii berty shame tse ...| 120] 2} 4 
EP iarxaith ccvcb'co Ge rien cesaelbee dues po bt te cgheubn Lie gees 28| “I7 ;oueae 
TENOWD, .s s,.cccnecenesrnswe see ninaree ARIA Art ric thous ce PP ie ae a) ee 
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The foregoing table gives some of the principal causes 
of death, together with the nativity and parentage of 
the deceased. ‘The number of deaths embraced in the 
table is 3,525, of which 68.20 per cent. was of foreign- 
ers, or the children of foreigners. 


X. Deatus from other than natural causes. 


ACCIDENTS. | M | F ACCIDENTS. M/F 

ON a 8 10 || Jumped from windows, «....+..+ Let 
UO ee Sore | 83 | 1/| Killed on railroads, ............%.. 10; 1 
ET Ro ee eee | 6| 2 || Killed by fall of buildings, ........ 4 
0 eS Pa ee eee | 8 | 2 | Killed by fall of logs, ............. a 
By discharge of gun, .............| 1 Killed by fall of pile of lumber, .../ 1 

6 Prussic acid, ...........0.ss000: 1 | Killed by fall of pile of wood, ....| 1 

“ corrosive sublimate,............) 1 | Killed by fall of bank of earth, ...| 3 
RUMEN oh owed ph vcctsecce | 1 | ) Killed by fall of bundle of hay,...| 1 
PUNE Sridhad ds teslblvsiad vecececes axed o || Killed by fall of an anchor, ....... 1 

“ bed-bug poison, ................ puy | Killed by fall of stone coping, ..... 1 

Ce Se 3 | Killed by fall of barrel of flour, ...|....| 1 
Fell down stairs, ............060041 5| 1 HOMICIDES. 

Fell out of windows, .............. 2 | NN eave ¢kss cka ea ae a5.% 
Fell from buildings, ............... | 8 POCO, x00 Vans cei wxnesn cite en 1 | 
Fell from a pile of lumber, ........ 1 taitede oo eae 
BO eee 1 By: phoephortll, ae sivans o. pwivtesecd dec | 1 
Fell from ship’s masts, ............ 4 Thrown down stairs, ...........+.- 1 
Fell from vehicles, ................ 5 Shea) roksan yan 0asces ened nied week 1 
Peli from @ ladder, ..;............. 1 MOTION 5 tia. x nine ds case Meee Bae el 1 
NE OTe ee Cp rere A 1 | 

Ny PCT Ae 1 SUICIDES. 

Fell into ships’ holds, ............. 2 VRIES oc Cakes uke cain’: Salnatadiagls Gan 1 
Fell through scuttles, ............. 2 By drow in 6. 54 <1.c5s< inc tates 2) 3 
Fell through hole in sidewalk, ..... 1 DAD OTOS, « ioha i sienkcatmaniarde 4 
Bractures by falls,................. 8| 3|| By laudanum,....... a: a aben ecsol a 3 

By blow of handle of a rake, ...... 1 Brioil.of vitriol, °c ..2. 2. Vowscceagastnee 1 
Sormered OY TEAM, .................. 1 BY Pistol ADO iia. yevaincesaueard 2 
Crushed between two vessels,...... 1 By Priasle 6010 <4. .i..tdcres ene 1 
Run over by vehicles, ............. | 7 By strychnine, viscous kathsuatananae 2 


oT | 
iY is | ‘ 
as Fea 


Oe eee ae oe yes eA ee ep es ON NR? ob Les I e* . » 
EO MN RIM NEO ee Retains Rud Vie pri 0" ene ee 
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The following table may possess some interest, as 
showing the apparent average duration of life of mem- 
bers of various occupations. ay hd 


XI. Aggregate and Average Ages of 839 persons who died 
in Boston in 1858, whose professions and cont were 
ascertained. 


No. Occupations. Ages ranging | Aggregate | oy te 
290 LADGLETE, 6 4515545 sh xed) ween ae ae 16 to 96 12,416 42.81 
Ber MUGTURGLN, , viosis'k v belpch sities Galen's 16 to 68 1,918 36.78 
43 | Merchants, ..... Rona doth o 1 ies ae | 25 to 88 2,182 49.58 
SDA TMOLKS, . ahye> sae hv. Ss sth ea ones as 16 to 75 1,293 30.80 
BO] Traders, 505.0 ies oes Varuevanei'es | 24 to 76 1,348 44.93 
Ba Bhoomakery, 63 hiss cvees iss eed ve 17 to 77 1,234 | 41.13 
TP AUOTE thy y ce ine DACA Len ane ee 18 to 80 1,211 "48.25 
_ 28] Carpenters, ..........seeseeeeees 19 to 80 1,109 39.60 
ig. Printers, Novel 2s sos Seaeek eet 16 to 84 686 34.30 
2p 4. Mashiniste yi ies: ives sche cues 20 to 60 799 42.05 
Ri CREA ODI. CEG alee eK ne 24 to 85 1,227 68.17 
TRA TemmBters, | xxstivivn vis coh eereayts.s 18 to 50 431 33.16 
Ti. POANLOTE, fs 0% kno vp'shs by > abwan ens s 19 to 69 481 43.73 
1PM Saale, back oh k bscras cans rertees 27 to 79 621 56.45 
1) FP SRCKADAILIE, §.5.4's ss/'aee boas v0'00 0 25 to 67 420 42.00 
10 | Farmers, Gardeners, &c., ....... 26 to 75 442 44.20 — 
SY Wy aiters, Be. sander. see net 20 to 50 196 32.66 
6 | Ship-Carpenters, ........... Shab 20 to 61 230 38.33 
By lerrvineay.ssisi iy ierunosudsres 34 to 79 324 54.00 
2 EMP URIAMA. 5 iho eh gs bE ALAS tees Oe 40 to 79 302 60.40 
DORE AOHLONG SP ils She satan a's 37 to 71 256 51.20 
4 4.Cabinet-Makers,: <..2..s..es ved 21 to 47 161 87.75 
BD LAW GIS, ss nsw vob ssh ax oll yy Oe wold 27 to 73 156 52.00 
BBB crore, Webs 644 \ sae, eee 41 to 77 184 61.88 
‘146 | Various occupations, ............ 17 to 78 6,012 4117-3 . 
£39 | | JR 85,574, 42.40 
_ 


1859.] CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 49 


Laborers. — Of the 839 whose occupations are given, 
Laborers, as usual, constitute a very large portion, — no 
less than 290, making 34.56 per cent. of all whose occu- 
pations are given. Their average age is 42.81 years, 
a decrease of two years. 

Mariners. — This class appears with a number re- 
duced 27 from last year. They constitute 6.19 per 
cent. of the whole number given in the table, and aver- 
age 36.78 years. 

Merchants. — The deaths among this class have in- 
creased 20 the past year, — 43 being the number that 
died. Their average age is 49.58 years. 

Clerks. — The number of Clerks is 42,— an in- 
crease of three. Their average age appears as 50.80 
years. 

Traders. —'The number of this class that died is 30, 
—a decrease of four, — with an average age of 44.93. 

Shoemakers. — This class, numbering 30, has increased 
12 over the previous year, while seven years have been 
added to the average duration of life. 

Tulors. — Hight less of this class have died, the past 
year, than the preceding, besides adding to their aver- 
age age four years. 

Carpenters. —'There is a decrease here of 14, with a 
diminished average age of 10 years. 

Printers. —'The deaths among the members of this 
craft have increased from 9 in 1857 to 20 im 1858. 
Their average age has fallen during the same time 
from 49.55 to 34.30 years. 

Gentlemen. — An addition of one to the number re- 
ported in 1857 is recorded in the foregoing table. As 

T 
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a recompense for this slight increase in the mortality, 


one year has been added to their average age. 

Machinists. —In 1857, 9 Machinists died, — the past 
year there were 19,— an increase of more than 
double. Seven years, however, were added to their 
average age. 

Painters. — While the deaths of these the past year 
were 5 less than in 1857, their average age is eight 
years more. 

The mortality among Merchants, Clerks, Shoemak- 
ers, Printers, Gentlemen, Machinists, Teamsters, Masons, 
Gardeners, &c., has increased; while it has diminished 
among Laborers, Mariners, Traders, Tailors, Carpenters, 
Painters, Blacksmiths, &c., &c. The whole number 
giver is but 20 less than the number reported in 
1857. The aggregate ages of the whole number 
amount to 35,574.74 years, while their average age is 
42.40 years. 

The aggregate ages of all who died during the past 
year amount to 85,072 years,—an increase of 2,287 
years. This amount will allow to the whole number an 
average age of 22.15 years,— more than a year above 
the average of 1857. If the ages of those who died 
from casualties be deducted from the gross amount, there 
will be left an aggregate of 79,797 years, giving to those 
who died from disease alone, an average age of 21.76 
years,— more than a year above the average age of 
1857. 

The number of males who died (exclusive of those 
who died from casualties, &c.,) was 1,796. The agere- 
gate ages of these amount to 36,730 years, allowing to 
them an average age of 20.45 years. 


a 
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The number of females who died from disease alone 
was 1,870. Their aggregate ages amount to 43,066 
years, which allow to them an average age of over 25 
years, — an increase of more than a year over the aver- 
age of last year. 

The aggregate ages of 613 American males amount to 
17,614 years, — which allows to them an average of 28 
years. The aggregate ages of 1,321 foreign males (in- 
cluding those of foreign parentage under 20 years of 
age,) amount to 23,866 years, which gives to this class 
an average age of only 18.06 years,—an increase of a 
year over the average of 1857, but ten years below the 
average age of American males. 

The aggregate ages of 662 American females amount 
to 20,609 years, which gives to them an average age of 
31.13 years, while the average age of 1,244 foreign fe- 
males (whose aggregate ages amount to 23,431 years,) 
reaches only 18.83 years,— more than twelve years 
below the average of American females! The average 
age of American males and females combined is 29.62 
years,— of foreign males and females, 18.45 years, — 
a difference of more than eleven years. 

Of those who died, 1,080 of both sexes were married 
at the time of their death,—96 more than died the 
previous year, — making 28.12 per cent. of the whole 
number that died. The number of married males was 
588, of which 368 were foreigners. The females num- 
ber 492,— 62 more than died in 1857, — of whom 295 
were foreign-born. 

The number of widowers who died was only 75, — 41 
of whom were native-born, while the widows numbered 
239, — 123 of whom were born here. 
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The deaths of colored persons number 60,— 19 males — 
and 41 females,—a decrease of 13 from 1857. It 
will be noticed that the females exceed the males in 
the proportion of more than two to one! The aggre- 
gate ages of this class amount to 1,598 years, allowing 


to the males an average age of 22.89 years, and tothe 


females 28.36 years. 

Of the 92 deaths from “ Old Age,’ 47,—16 males 
and 31 females,—were native-born. 

There was but one death of a person over 100 years 
old, — that of an Irish female. 


XI. Births, Deaths, Marriages, and Intentions of Mar- 


riages recorded each month. 


MONTHS. Births. | Deaths. | Marriages. Intentions. 

aT ie vO CR ae bree ae en RA OG hae OOS 531 809 228 285 i 
i ys PRAT IE y Toy eee ST REST EET Le 443 808 182 152 
EC) ee: CC AP eee eee 520 842 100 145 
1 EE ey eee 474 805 218 223 
MAY, . csc cscescssssencnvcsenscvassensens 402 298 175 171 
DUG O RTS awakes bales adh en cals anes tes 400 267 160 168 
TAG pains seen «-igst.0 x Wehbe hn Oe GI 464 278 167 168 
Nel peice: fire seek seek waive. cbptoyel 504 418. |. 9168 176 
BOTROTE DOT Be ics bs piiaw ds aac ages “tif is’ 489 406 168 189 
EE Se et EE EP OrreTt yy ere ee 459 815 197 232 
PTIMRUCT Cot sc5h opr ka ss os ct hee kaa) S 463 803 275 275 
PIUEUUGET ENS. co vici see tebe yetersaukee 448 801 127 184 


5,597 8,840 2,155 2,318 
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INTERMENTS. 


During the past year, the City of Boston purchased 
Mount Hope Cemetery, which now sustains the same 
relation to it, that Forest Hills Cemetery does to the 
City of Roxbury. In accordance with an Ordinance 
adopted at the consummation of the purchase, a por- 
tion of the Cemetery has been laid out by the Trus- 
tees, in whose hands it has been placed, as a free burial 
place for the inhabitants of the city. In July last, the 
Board of Aldermen ordered, that, thereafter, those who 
might be buried at the expense of the city, should be 
interred at Mount Hope Cemetery, instead of East Bos- 
ton, and that the privilege of interment at the latter 
place should be restricted to the inhabitants of that 
portion of the city. ‘This measure has already greatly 
diminished intramural interments, and the hope may 
be indulged, that they will altogether cease at no dis- 
tant day. 

The interments in the city proper, during the past 
year, were only 167; at East Boston, 240; and at 
South Boston, 208. The remaining 5,225 bodies were 
buried beyond the limits of the city. The number of 
bodies brought from other places for interment in 
private tombs in the city was 86, eleven more than 
were brought here in 1857. During the same time, 163 
bodies were removed from city tombs for re-interments 
elsewhere. 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 


City Registrar’s Office, 
Feb. 14, 1859. 
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Seem Poy te 1 


To tHe Crry CovuncIL: 


The City Registrar herewith presents his annual 
Report of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths in the 
_ City of Boston during the year 1859. 

This Report has been delayed until the present time 
by constantly increasing duties, which have rendered its 
earlier appearance impossible. 


BIRTHS. 


The number of children born during the year 1859 
was 95,895, an increase of 298 over the number born 
during the previous year. This increase is a large one, 
and assumes some significance when compared with the 
remarkable decrease of the preceding year. It was 
intimated in the last Report that this latter result was 
in some way caused by the financial depression of the 
year 1857; but no opinion was expressed as to whether 
it indicated a diminished population, or was to be 
ascribed to mere prudential considerations on the part 
of those who hesitated to assume a position calculated 
to insure a contrary result. From the returns of the 
last year, however, it would seem that the latter sug- 
gestion is not very wide of the truth, inasmuch as with 
the return of material prosperity, an increase in the 
number of births is witnessed. 
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There is nothing that more truly indicates the 
material prosperity of a community than its constant 
and uniform numerical growth. And it is equally true 
that a diminution of its numbers is a positive subtrac- 
tion from its wealth. Hence it becomes important to 
notice the fluctuations in the statistics of population 
from year to year; and a careful scrutiny of these, 
with a proper consideration of the whole subject, in 
the various aspects in which it naturally presents itself, 
render it apparent that the interests involved therein 
are many, and are of the first importance. 

The following statement shows the number of births 
in each of the last five years: 


1855. 1856. 1857. 1858. 1859. 
5,816. 5,922. 5,881. 5,597. 5,895. 


It will be seen, by the above, that the number of 
births during the year 1858 —the year following the 
monetary panic — was very much less than the number 
of either of the three preceding years, —and 219 less 
than those of 1855. Without endeavoring to assign 
the precise cause of this great decrease, it may not be 
amiss to say, that the increase in each of the years 
1856, 1857, and 1859, has not been so great as might 
naturally have been expected. The average number 
of births for the last five years has been about 5,822, 
this average exceeding the number born in 1855 by 
only six. From the care taken to insure full returns, 


it is. believed that but a very few births have escaped : 


registration. 

If the number of births in Boston in 1859 be com- 
pared with the published returns of the city of Phila- 
delphia for the same period, the former place has reason 


a 
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to congratulate itself on the exhibited result. The 
number of children born in Philadelphia in 1859 is 
given as 14,852. Estimating the population at 570,000, 
the births were in the ratio of 1 in every 58.43; while 
in Boston, with an estimated population of 177,000, the 
births were in the ratio of 1 in 50.55. This great 
difference, however, is undoubtedly owing to the ineffi- 
cient method in vogue in Philadelphia, of making re- 
turns, allowing a large number of the births to go 
unrecorded. 

Another striking feature observable in the returns of 


the two cities is worthy of notice. In Philadelphia, the 


number of males born exceeded the females by 506 ; 
while in Boston, the males exceeded the females by 
only 107. In the latter city, there has not been any 
considerable variation in this respect for the last ten 
years. 

If the births be given by months, and the latter 
arranged according to seasons, the following result will 
be seen : — 


December. ....... 533 oe 502 JUMes cs ..263 457 Sept 498 
January ......... 504 TENE a nen k ie: 407 A eee 461 Oe ee 544 
February ........ 425 ae 514 August...... 532 NOV ts as peet 518 

1462 1423 1450 1560 


There were fewer births during what are termed the 
spring months than during either of the other seasons; 
while the largest number occurred during the fall or 
antumnal months. There were only twelve more 
births in December, January, and February, than in 
June, July, and August. 


6 CITY DOCUMENT. —No. 85. [Nov. | 


I. Births, 1859. Natrviry of Parents. ° 


BIRTHPLACES OF MOTHERS. 


BIRTHPLACES OF A. . g 
FATHERS. Z 2/318 ze Z| 2 & . : a 
an |)m| 2/3/85) Be elieizians 
5/a|8/3/66/ 35 |c/8le|6l6| e 
United States........ 1414| 34] 160] 7] 101} 2 h..steeeefeeee _8| 8| 1725 
England, <se0iiesses-| GO| (801. L888) aoe i 5 260 
ae i ree 100 81 | 2786 | 7 71 | 8 \scavieueaneeee 2) 1 2951 
SOOT Fs sien crn ark, the 8 5 25 | 26 14 ||. «0 unk S evade z 79 
Br. Am. Provinces...| 638 13 87 112 | FS |. «00s. ens 1}; 2 291 
Germany... J). /0s00.: w} 1] st] 1] 38] 20) S).h) ail aie 
WYONG. . 56 igo ceeda dae 5 3 ah 2 7] ODiasidass £5 TEE 29 
Tialy Shwe bes foedihe sc. Pp eee oe 2 |. Leb len anf 904i cb uae 26 
RCO A idly cube he > vain Kia D |e vnate'iy'«0isiee pace ioe bin ae kiddie 3 
Other places .........| 20 8 385 | 1 6 Sh Jedenn separ 57 | 1 187 
Unknown............ 19 8 11 y 8 ee |e svclevesleseefeses 47 82 
Aenea (SOUS ORO MN 
Totals... 0a 0. ads 1701 | 187 / 8140 | 62 | 3864] 278 | 11} 20 77 | 60 | 5895 
| } 


The foregoing will be easily understood. The per- 
pendicular line of totals indicates the fathers, and the 
horizontal, or bottom line, the mothers. The first line 
in the right-hand column shows that the fathers of 


1,725 children were born in the United States ; and the. 


first line in the left-hand column, that 1,414 of this 
number were born of American mothers. This last 
number, therefore, represents the unmixed native ele- 


ment, or about 24 per cent. of the whole amount. . 


The number of instances in 1858, in which both 
parents were native born, was 1,411,—showing a differ- 
ence of only three between the two years. The 
number of cases in which both parents were Irish, was 
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2,736 — or 46.41 per cent. of the whole number. The 
year before, a similar result was exhibited. 

The following statement may serve as a_ partial 
analysis of the foregoing Table. Each division exhibits 
its proportion of births of unmixed parentage, amount 
ing in the aggregate to over 79 per cent., leaving 
about 20 per cent. of the births of mixed parentage. 
Some hesitation was felt in classing those births where 
both parents were born in the British Provinces, as of 
homogeneous origin; as they differ so widely, and 
present so many diverse characteristics, that they can 


“hardly be said to have a common origin. 


U. States. England. Ireland. Scotland. Germany. Italy. Br. A. Provinces. 
Per cent. Percent. Percent. Percent. Percent. Percent. Per cent. 
23.98 1.50 46.41 44 4.24 183 242 


It will be seen by the foregoing that only about 24 
per cent. of the births was of unmixed native parentage, 
-—a proportion considerably less than that presented 
the previous year. It will, perhaps, surprise some to 
learn that while nearly half of the children born in 
Boston are of Irish parentage, but half of the remainder 
are of American origin. 

The subjoined table shows the proportion of births 
in each ward to the whole number born, compared with 
the proportion of the deaths in the same places to the 
whole mortality. 
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nt oh ese | Per woe erie Per ae Per cent. 
Births. | Deaths. Births. Deaths. 
OF 12.41 | 14.77.25 Vil Woe to cok ite 9.87 9.28 
Pea ee 13.09 | cae te 6.07 | 7.25 
Ber 8.07 | 8.85 GY eee 5.54 | 4.94 
Mh en aiy 217 | 2.16 | ea) . ee 8.34 | 7.65 
Bla! 4.93 | 4.46 a1. dee 10.77 | 9.17 
Oise’ week te 4.05 | 4.81 Ver pee 14.70 | 11.66 


It will be observed that the births in Ward One 
amounted to 12.41 per cent. of the whole number, while 
the deaths there made 14.17 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. The year previous, the same difference 
existed, although not to so great an extent. It is not 
difficult to assign the cause of this fearful destruction 
of life, when the localities where it principally occurs 
are remembered, and the social characteristics of the 
victims understood. The ward is a populous one, and, 
according to the census of 1855, it exceeded either of the 
others by over eight hundred. For the last five years, 
the births in this ward have been gradually diminish- 
ing. In 1856, there were 869 births; the following 
year there were but 756, while in 1858, there were but 
658. The cefisus of the present year will show whether 
these facts are the result of a decreasing POP a aka or 
are to be attributed to other causes. 

The contrast between Ward One and Ward Two is 
very marked. With the single exception of the year 
1858, the births in each of the last five years were 
more than in the preceding one. If the births in the 
Rainsford Island Hospital (which are numbered in the 
foregoing table among those of Ward Two) be de- 
ducted, the proportion will be 12.77 per cent. of all the 


ary rere 
} 
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births, showing the island ward to be the most prolific 
one of the twelve. By referring to the foregoing Table, 
we find that while the mortality of Ward Two was 8.48 
per cent. of the entire mortality, the births there were 
over 13 per cent. of all the births. This fact of itself is 
sufficient to entitle that ward to the enviable distinction 
of being the healthiest one of the whole number. In 
regard to Kast Boston, it may not be amiss to say, that 
an impression prevails that that locality is not a 
healthy one, from its exposure to the east wind, which 
has no very flattering reputation. It is pretty gener- 


ally believed that this wind conduces to pulmonary dis- 


eases ; — that it is, in fact, an ill wind, and does nobody 
any good. If this belief is well founded, the mortality 
there would confirm it. So far from this being the 
case, the result is, that the deaths there from Phthisis 
— which is supposed by many to be aggravated by the 
Kast winds —are less there than in any other ward, 
with the exception of Wards 4, 5, and 9,— the least 
populous of the twelve wards. 

A similar excess of the deaths over the births is 
seen in Wards 3,6, and 8. As regards Wards 3 and 8, 
this result does not seem very different from what 
those localities would lead us to expect. But it is 
otherwise with Ward 6, which ought to appear, from its 
topographical features, the healthiest of the whole 
number. 

The number of twin births was 36,—three less than 
were returned the previous year. In fifteen instances, 
both children were females; in thirteen, both were 
males; in the eight remaining cases, there was one of 
each sex in each instance. In seven of these cases, 
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both parents were born in the United States; and in 
two, the fathers only were native-born; while in each 
of the remaining twenty-seven, both parents were 
foreign-born. Of these last, in twenty-two Instances, 
both parents were born in Ireland. Among native- 
born parents, the twin births were in the ratio of 1 to 
202; while among the Irish, the proportion was 1 in 
124.36. 

The number of colored children born was 46, — an 
increase of 22 over the number recorded in 1858. The 
sexes were, 20 males and 26 females,—a _ preponder- 
ance of the latter sex, when the whole number is con- 
sidered, not a little remarkable. 

Another remarkable fact connected with the colored 
population is seen by the following comparative state- 
ment of the births, marriages, and deaths among them, 
which shows to what extent the mortality exceeds the 
natural increase. It is manifest, from this exhibition, 
that the race among us is doomed to a speedy extinc- 
tion, unless sustained by accessions from without. The 
fact is an exceedingly interesting one, and presents a 
question worthy of profound consideration. 


| Births. Marriages. | Deaths. 


EMIS CGT BRETY BARE Wiss sod steve b 00a. ob bee pee | 29) 4 85 63 
ane oat SA ara As esi eames Pa | 60" 46 71 
186T? 1« SETA MGS eats 4 A Oh whe Cecig hits 06> Kees + 84 84 73 
1858 ‘¢ A APES EE ES cry ee Pe ree aa eee 24 82 60 
1 alah Mais eel ME Reelin aiNiet Ate ea nd 46 87 68 

OIMIGS 5 cdc eC eR asec tee csi, Caen oe 183 184, | 


F 


It will be seen by the foregoing, that the colored 
births during the last five years were one /ess than the 
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number of marriages during the same period! and that 
the deaths exceeded the births in the proportion of 
nearly two to one! By the last Report of the City 
Registrar of Providence, a similar condition of the col- 
ored population is witnessed in that city, although not 
to so great an extent, 


MARRIAGES. 


During the year 1859, there were married in Boston, 
..2,481 couples, —an increase over the number married 
in 1858, of 326 couples. Although this is a consider- 
able increase, it is 647 less than the number married in 
1854, when the population of the city must have been 
at least 20,000 less than its present number. The In- 
tentions of Marriage have been diminishing in a similar 
ratio, showing that the decrease in marriages cannot be 
owing to defective returns, but to other causes. The 
extent of the diminution of the Intentions of Marriages, 
and of marriages consummated, during the last six 
years, may be seen by the following : — 


1854 1855 1856 | 1857 1858 | 1859 


Intentions...... 83829 8061 2914 | 2683 2318 2629 


Marriages....... 3128 2855 2586 | 2885 2155 2481 


To account for this almost uniform decrease during a 
series of six years, would be an interesting subject for 
investigation. A diminished population would account 
for the fact, or financial embarrassments might have 
afforded a cause. Neither of these, however, can 
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account for the singular result. The population has 
undoubtedly increased materially since 1854, while no 
monetary difficulties have occurred during the last six 
years, with the exception of 1857. The real cause may 
have a less creditable origin, — to one, perhaps, to which 
it may not be advisable to allude otherwise than ob- 
scurely. ‘To the thoughtful, the following statement 
will be sufficiently intelligible. It shows the number 
of jirst marriages of both sexes, in each of the last six 
years : — 


ist marriage of 1854 1855 | 1856 1857 | 1858 1859 
Malet...) | 2717 2449 2149 1999 1789 2107 
Females........ 9819 | 2559 2230 2101 1915 2164 


With the exception of the last year, which was sim- 
ply a rebound from the depression of the previous year, 
there has been a regular decrease in the first marriages 
of both sexes during the last six years. To assign a 
satisfactory cause for this fact is no easy matter. An 
opposite result would be the xatural and proper one to 
be looked for, and it is a matter for profound regret 
that it is not exhibited. The reason thus hinted at 
receives some support, it is thought, from the following 
statement of the second marriages of both sexes during 
the same period: 


2d marriage of 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 
Sales: eT. 868 3873 846 842 337 836 
Females........ 284 282 282 250 285 298 


Can any good reason be assigned why there should be 
a uniform decrease in jist marriages, and at the same 
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time second marriages should occur without any material 
change? However indiscreet 1t may be for young 
men, under certain circumstances, to enter into wedlock, 
it will not be denied that it is eminently natural for 
them to do so; and it seems equally a matter of 
certainty that in a healthy condition of society, this 
relation will be assumed by the wnmarried, maugre all 
prudential considerations. 

The birthplaces of the couples married are seen in 
the following table : — 
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The foregoing shows very clearly the materials which 
compose the warp and woof of our population. It isa 
noticeable fact, that only 265 of the grooms, or 10.60 
per cent. of the whole number, were born in Boston; 
and only 369 of the brides, or 14.87 per cent. of the 
entire number, were born here. The number of in- 
stances‘in which Boston-born grooms married Boston 
- brides, was only 115,— being only 4.63 per cent. of the 
whole number. The number of grooms born in the 
United States was 1,097, or 44.21 per cent. of the entire 
number. In 1858, the same class numbered 963, or 
44.68 per cent,—a slight falling off in the native ele- 
ment. The numberof brides born in the United States 
was 1,042, or 42 per cent. In 1858, the same class 
made 42.13 per cent. The relative increase of the 
native grooms and brides in 1859, over the same classes 
in 1858, was the same in each year, viz. 134. Another 
fact worthy of notice is, that in 1859, the number of 
foreign grooms amounted to 1,584, an increase of 192 
over the number of the previous year. The number 
of foreign brides was 1,439, just 192 more than the 
~ number of 1858. There were but 895 instances, or 36 
per cent. only, in which the groom and bride were 
native-born. In the preceding year, the percentage of 
this class was nearly 57 per cent. The number of in- 
stances in which Irish grooms married Irish brides in 
1859, was 777, or 31.51 per cent. In 1858, the per- 
centage was 32.15 per cent. No less than 1,000, or 40. 
30 per cent. of the brides were born in Ireland,—a 
slight advance over the preceding year, when it was 39. 
72 per cent. Of this number, only 91 married Ameri- 
can grooms. ‘The number of instances in which both 
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parents were born in New England, was 796, or 32 per 
cent. of the whole number. In the year previous, this 


element made 33.64 per cent. 


III. Marriages. AGES of the Couples Married. 


AGES OF THE BRIDES. 


AGES OF THE] | 
GROOMS. Sigis| 3 4 | Soi 
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p|a|8|8 s|2|8 
Under 21 years.... 27 22 1 ZB j.ccovs|ecccssiudededie ds seh Ape seen 
21tom% « 210 | 405} .00-|  Gl.c.s-sledeus.fasune s/eeeeeninn tana | 
2%to3s0 109 | 447} 261| 44 11. doxsch op tasteeeeeniene 
80to85 23| 147] 124| 79 ree Y PES 
8 to40 « 4} 41| 57| 48 7.|:  & hse eee 
40to45 1} 7{| 3] 4 16") 6 2h pee | 
AORN TY Gilden Li) 647.39 of ata a b 
50to55 = ER p reaen 3 14), Sane 
55to60 = Ogee & Seeds 2 8]. 4) a8 
60 to 65 OED Wiis avg fon ou qbheueie cla cet piste g.0-< mcs [ne ah (eae 1 
oy (irvine cedbeaeaieny Raia ky Wi oS pd 1 |i... eects eee 
Bet Be SPE Aes odds Ll cekeshs ce Veddide doe Ne te ta ee 2 
Takiowais ish, asic it BR Re Rr een) 
Patalassscx 876 | 1165 | 565] 208] 98| 85] 18 | koe: | 


It will be seen by the foregoing, that 869, or 35 per 
cent. of the grooms were married between the ages of. 
25 and 30, and that 800, or 32.24 per cent. were 
married between the ages of 21 and 26. | 

Of the brides, 1,165, or 47 per cent. were married _ 
between the ages of 20 and 25, and 576, or 15.15 per 
cent. were under 20 years of age. | 

The number of male minors married was 52,—— one a — 
youth of 16 (who married a bride of the same age,—- 
the youngest couple married); one of 17; four of 18; 
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nine of 19; and 37 of 20. This class makes 2 per cent. 
of all the males married. 

The number of female minors married —that is, 
those under 18 years of age —was 58, about the same 
proportion as that of the males. Among these, seven 
were only 15 years of age; fourteen of 16; and thirty- 
seven of 17. In eight instances, minor grooms were 


married to minor brides. One of the brides, only 17 


years of age, was married to a groom of the mature 
age of 58. Another, who had not reached her twentieth 
year, married a groom who had left his fiftieth year 
some distance behind; and still another of the same 
age chose a partner between 40 and 45. One bride, 
under 25 years, was borne off a willing captive by a 
juvenile groom who had long before seen his threescore 
years and ten. ‘The predilections of the grooms are no 
less striking. One young gentleman who had not yet 
attained his majority, united himself to a lady nearly 
30 years of age; while two others, of about the same 
age, with commendable courage, carried off brides, each 
of whom had passed that age. 

There were 37 colored couples married, and 11 in- 
stances in which the grooms were colored and the 
brides white. In most of these marriages, the grooms 
were seafaring men; and as it is understood that the 
greater part of them married on their arrival from 
voyages, at which time they are supposed to be in 
possession of a little more money than most seamen 
know what to do with, such unions will not be greatly 


wondered at. 


One couple were deaf mutes. 
Fourteen per cent. of the males married females 
older than themselves. The same proportion was 


observed the preceding year. 
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IV. Marrraces. Conprrion (Widowed or Single) and 
REsIDENCES. 


Brides. No. of | 
times Married. 


Residences. 


Grooms. 


/ Fourth 
| Unknown. 
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8d ay Te ies baths 10 13 bea dive 
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Of the whole number of grooms, 2,107, or nearly 85 
per cent. were their first marriages, — nearly 2 per cent. 
more than those of the previous year. 167 of these 
were married to widows, while four, wholly inex- 
perienced, became third husbands to their brides. Of 
the 336 widowers married, 216, or 8.70 per cent. mar- 
ried maidens; 116 were united to brides who had been 
widowed once; three who had been twice widowed ; 
while one reckless individual did not hesitate to unite 
himself to a lady who had followed to the house 
appointed for all living, three husbands. | 

Of the brides married, 2,164, or over 87 per cent. — 
were their first marriages. In 1858, these marriages — 
made nearly 89 per cent. of the whole number. The 
number of widows married was 298, or 12 per cent. — 
In 1858, this class made 10.81 per cent. of all the mar- — 


rlages. 
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Of the grooms, 1,949, or 78.51 per cent. were resi- 
dents of Boston; nearly 17 per cent. resided in other 
parts of the State; while the remainder resided in 
other States. On the other hand, 83.59 per cent. of 
the brides resided in Boston; 13.18 per cent. were res- 
ident of other parts of the State; while 3 per cent. 
dwelt beyond the limits of the State. 

The following table will show the occupations of the 
principal portion of the grooms. It will be seen that 
nearly 20 per cent. of them were laborers, and 10.68 
per cent. seamen. These two classes make over 30 per 
cént. of the whole number. Laborers, mariners, clerks, 
traders, and shoemakers make nearly 46 per cent. of 
those whose occupations are given. | 


LADOGOEBs ois ests ss oe se. 494—19.90 per cent.| Blacksmiths............. 32— 1.28 per cent. 
yo YY OE 265—10.68 ae | Curriers. ......000ss00.0. 35— 1.41 
Clerks. .......» aed sbaes 169— 6.81 os | Printers. -.....01+s00+.. 28— 1.12 
Traders. . «00 o00s- 0040+ +. 106— 4.27 « | Ship Carpenters......... 25— 1.00 
Shoemakers............. 105— 4.23 fo eS 2— 92 « 
Carpenters. ...........+. 97— 38.90 | Stonecutters. ............ 21— & " 
Teamsters. . T4— 8.00 “ PE eis i 17— +68 t 
Moerclianits: . 2.0 0.000.805 65— 2.62 e Ee + ee li— .44 ss 
Machinists. . 63— 2.53 > PRGA. siniena id csteev es li— 44 6 
WB OrS a6 arcane vine vita 55— 2.21 f Gentlemen.............<: 10— 40 és 
TRIIONIE vnc db en sagecass 4— 1.77 ee Went lo ssuadedteaci 1— .48 ‘ 
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MORTALITY OF THE YEAR 1859. 


The number of deaths the past year was 3,738, — 102 
less than were reported in 1858. In each of the last 
ten years, with but one or two exceptions, there has 
been a decrease from the number of deaths recorded in 
the preceding year. While much may be claimed for 
the excellency of our sanitary police, to account for 
this decrease, it is doubtful if, through the serious 
defects in the Registration law, a sufficient number to 
account for the falling off had not escaped registration 
altogether. However this may be, it is a matter for 
congratulation, that a remedy has at last been pro- 
vided. The Legislature, at its last session, amended 
the Registry law, so as to require physicians to certify 
as to the cause of death. This, with a well-digested sys- 
tem of certificates for the removal and interment of 
bodies, will, if town clerks properly perform their duties, 
render it difficult for a death to escape registration. The 
benefits of such a system, rigidly and intelligently 
enforced, are too obvious to require comment. The 
amended law went into operation the first day of June 
last. Of course, the details of the previous five months 
will possess the defects consequent on the condition of 
the law at that period. There has been a decided — 
improvement in the character of the returns since — 
June; but an entirely satisfactory result can hardly 
be looked for before time shall have enabled those who 
are to carry out its provisions, to become familiar with — 
their duties. | ? 

The aggregate ages of those who died during the — 


1860.] ~OITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 21 


year amount to 88,845 years,— allowing to the whole 
number the average of nearly 23.77 years. ‘This is an 
increase of more than one and a half per cent. over 
that of the previous year. If the aggregate ages of 143 
persons who died from external causes — amounting to 
5,086 years—be deducted from the gross amount, the 
average age of those who died from disease alone will 
be 23.50 years, nearly one and a half per cent. above 
the average age of the previous year. 

The average age of those who were native-born was 
29.28 years,—a slight decrease from the previous 
year. The average age of the American males was 
27.58 years; and of the females 30.95 years,— a very 
slight falling off: 

The average age of those who were foreign-born 
(including children of foreign parents) was 20.78 
years, — an increase of more than two years over the 
average age of the same class the previous year, but 
falling below the age of the native-born more than 
eight years! The average age of foreign males was 
19.85 years; of females, 21.80 years. 

Of the whole number that died, 567 males and 477 
females were married. About the same number, sus- 
taining a similar relation, cied the year previous. The 
number of widowers that died was 75 (the same num- 
ber that died in 1858), — of widows, 301, — an increase 
of 62. Of the number of married males, 205 were 
native-born; of the widowers, 37 were of the same 
origm. Among the married females, 295 were native- 
born; and the widows, 131 were of the same origin. 

The number of colored deaths was 58,— 34 males 
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and 24 females, — two less than died in 1858. Their 
average age is 26.77, three years above the average 
age of the whites. ‘The average age of the 34 colored 
males was 35.76 years; of the 24 females, 14.04 
years. 
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V. Dxatus in Boston, on each day of the year 1859. 


Day. b Bid : “ Ala | @ A 

| Bele e (AISLE TET EIE LS 
Meeiedos | als | 4) 8 Pe rane 

Dh cn wkived 9 15 12 13 14 12 21 13 il 10 9 
Dishiwirinias 7 11 18 11 4 16 18 13 ae 14 7 
Diss cheney 6 8 9 14 7 6 8 15 11 4 6 
er 6 15 9 16 11 6 15 17 15 10 8 
TR Aa Se 9 12 10 12 10 9 22 12 8 7 11 
Oicictawees 10 9 9 7 5 10 8 12 12 18 10 
| ae 10 11 vi 12 13 15 9 12 10 
fe EEE Oy 7 6 14 4 8 i2 15 11 7 8 
Sind Sis 9.4 6 |) 71] Wt o} g P e@} Ss 
Wi Osticcia eee) Bt 14 | 10 1°10-| 10°]. 14]. 6 | te} 69 
SL Nerahoaes e's 6 8 17 5 6 13 16 15 10 12 12 
TA ais eave ; 12 11 3 8 9 20 6 5 9 
Die sinks eee DS ) 10 | 8-1 18 | 4 | 1 aaa | ae 
Tf ous 16 8 8 6 15 9 14 10 14 7 23 
Fikes 6 14 9 6 6 13 15 9 11 10 18 
Te a Pusgh as 10 5 15 16 6 16 8 13 7 14 13 
S755 7 3 9 8 3 8 16 ll 10 4 10 
Sa hashiees 10 10 10 10 10 8 19 11 8 9 ll 
Ii su toae = 10 13 15 9 12 10 11 7 8 13 10 
OO iss : 10 6 6 10 9 10 17 17 14 9 9 
Th) < awece 8 19 12 5 11 7 14 9 4 13 10 
i ee 11 | 6 | 19 6\g> 30 Pera} Sh we Lae De 
DS nent 8 5 9 13 8 16 12 8 18 10 14 
BAN Sa xthnks 9 7 7 15 7 10 8 10 9 10 13 
BS os balste de 8 10 14 7 6 11 14 10 10 z 15 
- re 8 9 8 7 6 8 20 15 7 ll 6 
BAT: ‘wis ign ses 9 9 11 6 8 13 15 12 (1 14 18 
ae sale «aint 4 8 6 9 11 9 ll 13 14 12 14 6 
eee 49 1... be b 6 re) 6h lcie th) aeel sete 
eel o£... Oh e115") go f68 |..19 1)? Poe) eee 
Bs ighiinte xs rag Sal: aohne » Bit ner, 6 7 TEE heart gete hy Repke 8 
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Accidents. — The number of deaths from casualties of 
all kinds is 143, two more than occurred in the pre- 
vious year. ‘Table VI. will show the specific cause of 
death in each case. It is not a little remarkable, that 
about the same number of accidental deaths should 
occur in each year. For the last ten years, the deaths 
from external causes each year have not varied mate- 
rially from the number recorded the present year. 
As usual, foreigners and their children furnish a large 
proportion of the victims,—no less than 71.32 per 
cent. 

Apoplecy.— The number of deaths thus classed is 55, 
— 26 more than were recorded in 1858. As has been 
remarked in previous Reports, little reliance can be 
placed on the correctness of these returns. The larger 
part of those thus dying, 56.56 per cent. were native- 
born. 

Bowels, Diseases of. —'The deaths thus classed (com- 
prising “ Inflammation,” “Congestion,” &c.) number 47, 
one less than the number reported in 1858. These 
cases seem to be very evenly divided among the sexes, 
and do not appear to be more prevalent during one 
portion of the year than another. They make 1.25 
per cent. of the whole mortality. Much care has been 
taken to verify the accuracy of these returns; and it 
is believed that the present year’s record is a great 
advance on previous reports. 


Brain, Diseases of.—The deaths from causes thus 


designated were 110, nearly 3 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. They are very evenly distributed through- 
out the year, 64 of them being males, and 42 females; 
a proportion of two of the latter to three of the 
former. In 1858, the deaths from causes thus specified 
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numbered 90, and made 3.34 per cent. of the entire 
mortality: As usual, the native population furnishes 
the largest portion of the victims. If the numerous 
deaths from causes which are otherwise distinctively 
classed, are taken into account; such as from Apoplexy, 
Convulsions, &c.— it will be seen how large is the pro- 
portion of deaths from cerebral diseases. There is an 
evident cause for this result. The condition of society, 
almost every event, and every thing, seems to bear with 
unremitting pressure upon the nervous system, produc- 
ing that high state of mental excitement, which mani- 
fests itself in derangement of the' brain. In these cases, 
the larger part of the victims were of native birth. 

Bronchitis. —'There were 18 deaths from this cause,— 
12 males, and 6 females. Nearly all of these cases 
were of children, and were mostly certified to by phy- 
sicians. Most of them occurred among the foreign- 
bern population, and in locations peculiarly favorable 
to catarrhal affections. 

Cancer. —'The deaths from this horrible disease num- 
ber 46,— five more than occurred the previous year. 
As usual, the greatest portion of the victims were 
females, numbering no less than 54, while the males 
contribute only 12 to the bill of mortality, the same 
number that died in 1858. Table VI. shows the local- 
ity of the disease in every case but two. 

Cholera Infantum.—'The number of deaths from this 
cause amounts to 243,— an increase of 19 over last 
year’s result,— making 6.50 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. Of those dying, 184, or nearly 76 per cent. 
were children of foreign parentage. All but twenty- 
five of these deaths occurred in the months of July, 
August, and September. | 
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Consumption. — The deaths from this malady the pres- 
ent year amount to 739,—a decrease of 45 from the 
number of the previous year,— making 19.77 per cent. 
of the mortality from all causes. In 1858, the deaths 
from Consumption. made 20.41 per cent. of all the 
deaths. Not reckoning those who died from casualties, 
&e., the victims from this great destroyer made 20.71 
per cent. of those who died from disease alone the past 
year, a considerable reduction from the number that 
died in 1858, when it was 21.38 per cent. Of those 
who died, 309 were males, and 430 females. The year 
previous, the males numbered 371, and the females, 413, 
a decrease in the number of the first named the present 
year of 62,and an increase of 17 in the number of the 
last named. ‘The birthplaces of those dying from Con- 
sumption are seen in the following table :— 


Males Females Total 


Born in the United States . ..<.,:.s0..-te eee 100 144 244 


"Do England and Wales,....,.-....> 8 2 10 
Do Pentland sa) 6 ood sin!s see eee S oie 3 3 

Do) > iTrelanit ysis se ok 4 Sieh Ce eee Oe 160 221 381 

Do British American Provinces...... 19 21 40 

Do Germany and Northern Europe. . . 4 aay 13 

Do Other Foreign Places oe sities | 7 2 ae 
Children of Foreign Parents................ 11 28 39 


309 430 739 


It will be seen by the foregoing, that nearly 67 per 
cent. of the victims were foreign-born, including the 
children of foreign-born parents among the number ; 
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51.55 per cent. of the whole number were born in Ire- 
land, while only 35 per cent. were born in the United 
States. It is an interesting fact to notice, that of the 
whole number of those born in Ireland who died the 
past year, | in 5 died of Consumption; while the 
deaths of those born in the United States, from the 
same disease, were only 1 in 10.48. Those born in 
England were in the proportion of 1 in 15; Scotland 1 
in 16; in the British American Provinces, 1 in 2.55; in 
Germany and Nothern Europe, 1 in 12; and in other 
foreign places 1 in 7. 

~ The following table gives the number of deaths from 
Consumption in each Ward, and in the several Public 
Institutions : — 


Wards. Deaths. | Wards. Deaths. Public Institutions. Deaths. 
Bi tey a Ve 95 Bess enc 79 | Massachusetts Hospital... .. 12 
Bek e604 8% 63 Breer sss 64 | Rainsford Island Hospital). .13 
Se Ta 73 | at Leer ISBNS 6 cosh <tc ee 8 
hs as 60 | Lunatic Asylum .......... 8 
ee Nea 4 a 64 | House of Correction....... 4 
ae 28 Ser 78 


The largest number of deaths occurred in Ward 1, 
amounting to 95, or nearly 13 per cent. of the whole 
number. In Wards 7, 12, and 3, there was but little 
difference in the number of deaths that occurred in 
those localities; in the former, there were 79 deaths 
and in the latter, 73. In Ward 4, there were but 18 
deaths, and in Ward 6, 28. There were but 40 deaths 
in the Public Institutions, a decrease of nearly 50 per 
cent. from the number that died in those places the 
previous year. 

5 


34 


CITY DOCUMENT. — No. 85. 


[Nov. 


The occupations of the males will be seen by the 


following table :— 


LBDOLERE 5.54.0 pve a PASS sobs ps Se ade s 107 
DOUG Fass cay id ance hs Kb inapes kis 03 16 
fa TR eR Oe Te Ye ee 16 
DEATMOED ava chides of sh 0k Bs ons say coe 14 
MTICKSR: 5.442 bd vom shin kee Vd cathe oly a oR WE 10 
MOPCHADGE); F's cs bobbe owk oa any heed cubes 8 
Pvintere 1 Been Joh) 578s alte de> Deke 7 
MEG a nine ded aed ap ece died shanadene 6 
SS RRRMEIOCNS 24 scogexh vio nt cn akin bak dcthice de 5 
ER RIEUER TESTA ve dustts ceee>s veh tices RA 5 
PHDOMIABEUE sacckap ben ousy vetab tate ve ces 4 
Blacksmiths ph beiadhenctedyehonkebaneredd 3 
PON re scone hs ode av ae Us ves «OD 3 
SRC 5 1bh ep ak dia» Hedda ola a pena t ae 38 
A PRIENUEED CE Aka bidet deine vp dae thea vekbed 3 
MERA oie ns aoe Lib bv kuvabusatars Coeds 3 
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As usual, laborers comprise the largest portion of 
those who died from this disease, — there being no less 
than 34.62 per cent. of this class. The whole number 
of “laborers” that died from all causes was 285, — 
37.54 per cent. of whom died from Consumption. 
Nearly 53 per cent. of those who died from this disease 
were laborers, tailors, traders, mariners, and clerks. 

Convulsions. —'The number of deaths from causes 
thus specified was 68,—51 less than the number 
reported in 1858. The present year, these deaths 
make less than 2 per cent. of the whole mortality ; — 
‘the previous year they made over 3 per cent. Of the 
whole number, 54, or about 80 per cent., were children 
of foreign parents. The number of males that died 
was 41, and of females, 27. 

Croup.— The number of deaths from this cause was 
84,—18 less than occurred the previous year, — 46 
males and 38 females, or 2.24 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. The parents of 61 of the children were 
foreign born, while three were born in foreign 
countries. 

Delitity. — There were 58 deaths from diseases thus 
designated — 18 males and 40 females. With the ex- 
ception of one, all of these cases were of persons who 
had passed beyond the age of middle-life, but who could 
scarcely be considered to have reached old age. Of 
the whole number, 35 were foreign-born. 

Diarrhea and Dysentery. —The mortality from these 
two diseases amounts to 81, 42 males and 39 females, 
— making 2.16 per cent. of all the deaths. No deaths 
from the first-named cause occurred prior to August, 
in which month only one death occurred. ‘There were 
‘no deaths from Dysentery prior to May,in which month 
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there were four deaths. There were no deaths in June. 
The greatest mortality was in July, August, and Sep- 
tember. In 1858, there were 118 deaths from these 
two causes. The accuracy of these returns, however, 
is questionable. Hither term is employed by a great 
many, just as chance or fancy may dictate, to designate 
either disease. Darrhawa is very likely to be called 
Dysentery, or vice versa, by most people, who wish to be 
more specific, when their use of the term “ Disease of 
the Bowels” is objected to. Of the mortality from these 
causes, foreigners and their children number 54,— 
making over 66 per cent. of the whole number. 


Infantile Diseases. —'This term is employed to denote. 


a class of diseases belonging to the first days of child- 
hood. Few or none of these were of children more 
than a month old, and a very large portion of them 
died on the day of their birth. Had it been possible 
to ascertain the particulars concerning each instance, 
no doubt many of the children would have been found 
to have been prematurely born. The number dying 
from causes thus specified, is 165,— 99 males and 66 
females,—making 4.41 per cent. of all the deaths. The 
year previous, these deaths numbered 205,— 5.33 per 
cent. of all the deaths in that year. As usual, the 
children of foreign parents furnish the greatest pro- 
portion of the victims,— there being no less than 134, 
or more than 81 per cent. of all the deaths thus 
classed. ; 

Dropsy.— The number of deaths thus reported was 
103, — an increase of 27 over the number of the pre- 
vious year. The sexes were very evenly divided,—there 
being 52 males and 51 females. Of the whole number, 
foreigners and their children make 64, or 62.13 per 
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cent. of all the deaths reported from this cause. The 
term “dropsy” is found to be a very convenient one 
for general use, and is often made to bear a responsi- 
bility not belonging to it. 

Dropsy of the Brain—The number of deaths from this 
disease is 154,.-77 males and the same number of 
females, — a decrease of 22 from the number reported 
in 1858. Of the whole number, only 50 were children 
of native-born parents. The largest number of deaths 
from this cause,in any one month was 21, in the month 
of March. These deaths make over 4.11 per cent. of 
the entire mortality. 

Lrysipelas.— 'This disease numbers 24 as its victims 
the past year, 15 males and 11 females. The year 
previous, there were 29 deaths. 

Llephantiasis. — A single death from this loathsome 
disease, that of a female, occurred in July. 

Typhus Fever— There were 74 deaths from this cause, 
— 33 males and 41 females,—one more than were 
reported in 1858. ‘There were but 17 deaths during 
the first four months of the year. The deaths thus 
recorded, with six designated as Bilous Fever, make 
2.24 per cent. of all the deaths. 

Scarlet Fever.— 'The number of deaths from this dis- 
ease is 142,— an increase of three over the previous 
year,— 73 males, and 69 females. The most fatal 
month was December, during which 25 deaths occur- 
red. The deaths from this cause make nearly 4 per 
cent. of all the deaths from disease alone. The children 
of foreign parents number 99; nearly 70 per cent. of 
the whole number. 

Gastritis. —'There were 10 deaths from this cause ; 
five males and five females. 
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Fleart, Disease of.— The number of deaths thus 
reported was 107,— 11 more than occurred the pre- 
vious year, —49 males and 58 females. They make 
nearly 3 per cent. of all the deaths, exclusive of those 
from casualties, Xe. 

Henwrrhage. —17 deaths are thus reported; 9 males, 
and 8 females. In 10 instances the hemorrhage was 
from the lungs ; six of them being males. 

Homicide. — 'There were 1? deaths of this character 
during the past year; the same number that was 
recorded in 1857, but one more than was reported in 
1858. Itis somewhat singular, that there are about 
the same number of deaths each year from violence. 

Fooping-cough.—- The number of deaths from this 
cause is 55; a decrease of 59 from last year ; 17 males 
and 38 females. The previous year, the males greatly 
predominated; there being 70 males to 44 females. 
More than 74 per cent. of the victims were children 
of foreign parents. With the exceptions of 1850, 753, 
59, and ’58, when the deaths from Hooping-cough were 
81, 64, 78, and 114, in those years respectively, the 
variation in the number of deaths in one year from 
another has been very slight. 

Hydrophobia.— One death from this malady is re- 
corded; that of a child three years old, in the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital. | 

Intemperance. — There were 36 instances of this char- 
acter; 26 males and 10 females. Only nine were 
native-born. This term embraces all who died from 
Delirium Tremens. 

Liver, Disease of. —'The number of deaths from this 
unlucky organ was 29 ;-two less than in 1858. A large 
portion of those in every community who are, or fancy 
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they are, diseased, imagine that the seat of their com- 
plaint is in the liver. This fancy is not an unreason- 
able one, when the prevailing indiscretions in eating 
and drinking are considered. 


Lungs, Disease of —'There were 228 deaths from these 
causes; embracing 191 from Pneumonia, 36 from con- 
gestion, and one unknown; 131 males and 97 females. 
The mortality from these causes makes 6.59 per cent. 
of the deaths from all other diseases alone, or 6.09 per 
cent. of the mortality from all causes; the exact 
amount from the same causes the previous year. Of 
the whole number, 53 were foreign-born, and 98 were 
children of foreign parentage. ‘These two classes make 
66.22 per cent. of the whole number. 


Marasmus. —'There were 82 deaths thus designated, 
—a decrease of 16 from last year. Forty-six of these 
were children of native parents. This term, as here 
used, is a very vague and unsatisfactory one. The most 
of these cases were of children sick from their birth, 
—barely enough vitality in them to keep their respi- 
ratory organs in play fora month. ‘The term has ever 
been a favorite one with some whose duty it has here- 
tofore been to return the cause of death, and they 
have not been slow to press it into their service. 
These deaths make 2.22 per cent. of the entire mor- 
tality. 

Measles. — The deaths from this disease number only 
15, — 12 of which were of children of foreign parents. 
In 1858 there were 80 deaths from this cause, and in 
1857 only six. 


Old Age.— There were 78 deaths thus classed the 
past year,—25 males and 93 females; 45 of whom 
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were native born. These deaths were a little over 2 
per cent. of the whole mortality. 


Paralysis. -—The number of deaths from this cause 
was 51,—— 30 males, and 21 females. During the pre- 
vious year there were 48 deaths. 


Pleurisy.— There were 28 deaths from this disease ; 
only 7 being females, and only four native born. 


Premature Birth. — There were 25 deaths of children 
who were prematurely born, —— only 6 of them being 
females. During the year previous there were but 10 
deaths of this character reported. 


Scrofula.-- Of the 19 deaths from this cause, — 8 
males, and 11 females, -—14 were of native-born chil- 
dren. 


Smallpox. —'There were 156 deaths from this loath- 
some disease,——102 males, and 54 females. The 
deaths from this cause make 4.17 per cent. of the 
entire mortality. Of the whole number, those who 
were foreign-born make 33, and children of foreign 
parentage 61; unitedly making 60.25 per cent. of 
the deaths from this cause. There were but three 
deaths in 1858 from this disease; one in March, one in 
April, and one in August. The first death the past 
year occurred in February; in March there were two; 
in the succeeding months there was a gradual increase, 
until December, in which month there were 38 deaths. 
The following table shows the deaths in each ward and 
in the Public Institutions :— | 


Wards. No.|Wards. No.| Wards. No. No. 
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It will be seen that 31.41 per cent. of the deaths 
occurred in Ward 1. There was but one casein Ward 
8, and 2 each in Wards 4 and 9. The ages of those 
who died from Simal/pox may be seen by the following: 


| - 
50 to 60 


SE aS, (gr | i ibe 
| ne | 1to5 | 5to10 10 to.20| 20080 | 80 to 40 | 40 to 50 
Mele Siakve. 32 25 ei be 38 13 2 3 
| 
Female...... ay Pe ee )| oe 8 2 3 8 
21 | 46 | FI | 6 46 15 5 6 


_ It will be observed, that 29.48 per cent. of the deaths 
were of children between the ages of one and five 
years; and the same percentage of those who died 
between the ages of 20 and 30 years. Of the 46 males 
who died under 20 years of age, only 11 were of native 
parentage; and of the 38 females, only 10 were of the 
same origin. Of the 56 males above the age of 20 
years, 31 were native-born. Of the 16 females above 
the same age, 10 were native-born. It will not escape — 
observation, that the males exceed the females nearly 
in the proportion of two to one. 


Sore Throat. — There were 19 deaths from this cause ; 
an increase of 10 over the number reported the pre- 
vious year. ‘The characteristics of these cases were of 
a malignant type; death resulting, in many instances, 
within a few hours after the attack. These cases will 
be found classed in the table under the head of Diph- 
therta. 

Spine, Diseases of.—'There were no less than 16 
deaths from causes thus designated; 10 males and 6 
females. In 1858 there were but 6 cases; 5 of them 
being females. 
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Suicides. — There were 16 cases of suicide; 13 males 
and 3 females. The only month in which there was 
not a death of this character was July. During the 
previous year there were 19 deaths, 12 of them being 
males. | | hoe 


Teething. — The number of deaths thus reported was 
98; 59 males and 39 females; 22 less than the num- 
ber reported in 1858; making 2.62 per cent. of the 
deaths from all causes. Children of foreign parentage 
contributed 77.55 per cent. of the victims. This term 
is found to be a convenient one to designate the cause 
of death of children of a certain age; and for that 
reason deserves to be closely scrutinized. 


There were 67 instances in 
which no attempt was made to specify the disease; 
an increase of 23 over the previous year; making 1.79 
per cent. of the entire mortality. If the deaths from 
diseases designated as Infantile, numbermg 165, be 
added to these, the aggregate will make 6.20 per cent. 
of all the deaths. If, in addition to these, the deaths 
from causes specified as “Diseases of the Bowels,’ “Dis- 
eases of the Brain,’ “Convulsions,” “Debihty,’ “Diseases of 
the Liver,’ “Diseases of the Lungs,’ “Marasmus,” “Teeth- 
mg,’ be similarly regarded, it will be found that over 25 
per cent. of all the deaths are from causes of an uncer- 
tain character. Another portion, classed as “Disease of 
the Heart,’ “Dropsy,’ “Diarrhea, “Dysentery,’ “Dropsy of 
Brain,’ and “Scrofula,’ making 12.41 per cent. of all the 
deaths, though not of so doubtful a character, have 
still but moderate claims on our confidence, — 


Unknown Diseases. 
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VII. Brrrariaces and Parentace of those who died in 


1859. 
BIRTHPLAOCES. | M | F | P ] BIRTHPLACES. | M | F | P 

| |] poet 2s 
POORER da caw h ok ae on ass 936 | 846 173 } England and Wales... 40 | 21 ) 151 
" Mass,, except Boston....| 169 | 221 | 862 || Ireland .......0.....00:- | 427 | 470 | 1988 
Mitt fee a... | €4| \e4| 160 || Sootiand..............-. | 9} 8! 48 

New Hampshire ........ 64| 48/ 146 Pra Acowrths Prov. | 
Big ae Sa 11 7 | 37 THOORA Ts ohas FAwce oe | 44 | 56 | 102 
Rhode Island........... 13] 5] 12 } Germany. .............. 85} 16 | 160 
Connecticut ............. 10 6} 14 | Other foreign places..... | 94 | 7"| 64 
Other American States...) 48| 26) 73 | Unknown...........000. | a7] 7| ai 
isis 122877 | 596 | 585 | 2761 

| 


It will be seen by reference to the foregoing, that 
of those dying in 1859, 1,782, or 47.67 per cent., were 
born in Boston; 10.43 per cent. in other towns in the 
Commonwealth; 8.32 per cent. in other parts of New 
England; and 1.98 per cent. in other parts of the 
United States. This shows that over 63 per cent. were 
American-born (although the native parentage was 
but 26.13 per cent.), and over 31 per cent. foreign-born. 
Of the latter, those born in Ireland make nearly 76 per 
cent. The Irish parentage of the whole number 
amounts to nearly 52 per cent. The year previous, 
those born in Ireland made 80 per cent., and those of 
Irish parentage 53.63 per cent. The New England 

parentage amounted to 24.18 per cent. 
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The following table shows the percentage of the 
mortality for each period of life in 1859, compared with 
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the same in 1858:— 


Under 1 year.... 
17012: de.s6 
2to 3 do... 
38to 5 do.. 
5tol0 do.... 
10to15 do.... 
15to20 do.... 
20 to 25 do.... 
25to80 do.... 
80 to 35 do... 
385 to40 do.... 
40to45 do.... 
45to50 do.... 
50 to 55 do.... 
55 to 60 do.... 
60 to 65 do.... 
65to70 do... 
70 to75 do.... 
75 to 80 do.... 
80 to 90 do.... 
90 to 100 do .... 


It will be seen by Table VIIL, that of the children 
dying under one year of age, 168, or nearly 20 per 


843 
403 


1859 

Being..... 
DO v0ver 10.7 
DO*! «wes 4.09 
DG! -ssahs 4.49 
DO sche re 8.53 
Dar .. tive 1.97 
DO its 8.00 
DO ree 5.83 
DG” s'aav> 5.96 
11D bidwage 5.83 
tS ree 5.13 
BI0 xcs 4.54 
BNO) ales 4.41 
WO s wasn 3.69 
DR ATA 2.75 
S08 Fess 2.80 
bo Maree 2.62 
BD naar 2.11 
BPD 6. View 1.68 
BIG ayes oe 1.68 
DO? aches 45 

99.89 


910 
436 
227 


Being 
Do 


1858 


eee 


eee eel 


eens 


eee 


eeeee 


ener 


eeeee 


23.70 Per cent, 


11.35 Do 
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cent. died in the month of August; and 489, or 58 


per cent., died in the five months of August, Septem- 


ber, July, December, and October. 
deaths in June, and 46 in February. 
during the other five months were about the same in 


There were 41 
The deaths 
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each. Of the 724 who died between one year and five 
years, nearly 36 per cent. died in the months of August, 
September, and July; viz: 13.59 per cent. in August ; 
11.74 per cent. in September; and 10.77 per cent. in 
July. There was but little difference between the 
other nine months, there being fewest in the months 
of February, June, and January. 

It will be noticed that the mortality of those under 
15 years of age was considerably less in 1859 than in 
1858; it being 47.41 per cent. in the former year, and 
50.80 per cent. in the latter. The mortality in 1859, 
between the age of 15 and 45 years, was 30.29 per 
cent.; in 1858 it was 29.35. The mortality for the 
same periods, above the age of 45 years, was 22.19 per 
cent. in 1859, and 19.77 per cent. in 1858. 

Of the 8435 children who died under one year of age, 
599, or a little over 71 per cent., were children of for- 
eign parents. Of the 724 children who died between 
one year and five years, 526, or 72.65 per cent., were 
of foreign parents. Of the 318 between 5 years and 
20, — 212, or 63.52 per cent. were of the same origin. 
Of the whole number that died, 90, or 2.40 per cent., 
died on the day of their birth. Of. these, over 87 per 
cent. were of foreign parentage. From 6 months to i2 
months there were 315 deaths; only 81, or 25.71 per 
cent., were of children of foreign parentage. 


ee a ee Se ee |S” — Clee 


~ 1D 
co 
So 
Zz 
aa ue ee 56 ty IS SS Sl oo 
E 1 00 a |r| or 0% vy be r |e |or 6s 00 | x ‘6 | a 1g ve 90 | 18 9 69 | UL %| 2 ¥9 28 | 89 
eS pe bape og oo og ees PP PPPS ee 
a 9 0% beth I see eleeee L see ele tee reessens | T L t L IT ee oe oe y Vd g a 7 Rage. See eee ene saouid 40030 
= el ge ee Peele ata ts “a troedecle z I i I ¢ ‘1 Z si Z Z I 9 , e I g [Star base wes nena Auguitely 
= ail < Jame slat Mi ts ce tort j pe a jee et lh ee BE 1% a ie & | ter: + OL | 2-1 OF] SE SIDULAOI | “UY “Aef 
e 8 4 Raieiehs ainintelCiceke ioc oe thay Sh Ga a ae t Paras T me Se a ae ee elgg lp [tits puvpjoog 
Con vr OI |G |G | OL} 2 | 8L|8 | GL) SL | 9% | M8 |-66 | S| ee 6z | 8% | 8@ | 89 | eh | TF | 99] 19 | 89 | eo | 99] | eB | 9B; pusloly 
| 
=) 9L |g Shales gtediritinvielg It lt mak ay 3 | zitig¢g ie iseiol#e e | vol @ [ete cenerercenenes pursug 
4a) Boe: DA a es ee Ce RE sl ci Deel Gea be EE Os GES eee aod em ES at Ses Be st 
I |W a|m) 4 m| a E aman r § mam I m| 4 K 1m a\m/ Wii Ha Hl 
AS Sse ES ae 2A a | oo" hae: Eee ee ER px eames ‘HOV IdHLUIG 
: 
S[BIOL GOT 090006 8 0808 09 GL 07 OL 04.04 29/2904 (9 09 04 G8) 89 04 09| 0209 cy ay 92-07.) ae 0,20 £8 01 OG 08 01266 0 0 


‘aby fo savah (z 1000 swauhawog fo SAOVIAHLYIG “GGQT ‘SHIVA: “XI 


48 


1860. ] CITY REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 49 


It will be seen by the foregoing, that no less than 
1,066 of the deaths, or 28.51 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality, were of foreign-born persons above 20 years of 
age. Of this latter number, 854, or 80.11 per cent. 
were born in Ireland. | 

The following table shows the number of deaths in 
each ward and in the various public institutions : — 


1859. ) 1858. 


Wards. SE UEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERET aE 
Deaths. Per cent. Deaths. ) Per cent. 
chee Se = : Se 

Sees 2 Siege alee Sa 530 | 14.17 | 497 12.94 
Petes Mike SUN ear sh es 04h. os 317 8.48 \| 8382 | 8.64 
“SS 331 8.85 /} 308 | 8.04 
A a 81 2.16 ‘| 120 | 3.12 
ON OS 167 4.46 167 | 4.34 
a 180 4.81 ene: 4.52 
OE Ee ee eee 347 9.28 | 482 | 12.55 
Sie) DO > Ee 271 7.25 314 | 8.17 
Riad See a Ye EER 185 4.94 1) 4.45 
EN Luda ob as vnes ice 286 7.65 241 | 6.27 
a 43 | 9.17 || 804 | 7.91 
AS OS See ee 436 | 11.66 || 463 | 12.05 
Massachusetts Hospital ...... 134 | 3.58 | a 3.15 
Rainsford Island ............. 63 | 1.68 70 | 1.82 
Deer Island ...... MARY 41 | 1.09 48 | 1.25 
Institutions at South Boston. . 25 | .69 a7 | 70 
99.92 | 99,92 


Ne 
=. 


There was an increase of the mortality in Wards 1, 
3, 5,6, 9, 10, 11, and in the Massachusetts Hospital ; 
while there was a decrease in each of the other wards 
and institutions. The greatest decrease is seen in Ward 
7, where it is 3.27 per cent. less than it was in 1858. 


The greatest increase was in Ward 10, where it was 1.38 
7 
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per cent. The next highest increase was in Ward 11, 
where it was 1.26 per cent. 

The number of still-births reported during the year, 
as seen by the following table, is 292,174 males, 
and 104 females; 43 more than were recorded in the 
previous year. These cases occur nearly in the pro- 
portion of 1 to 20 of the births, and 1 to 13 of the 
deaths. Among them were six instances of twins. — 


Males. | Females. |Unknown. 


ET) SPUD 5 Gis Steed oss Whine as gk o's We 13 7 2 
BOMrunry si i's Seeds. lek oc il 12 
TRIO Siete nt kisie «das cede se 15 8 
yl Re ee Oe Seca 18 7 1 
MEF Sore Ashes age > SIE 24 11 2 
HUGG 202% 5 bo pyewh shar cme ae. «oe 16 11 1 
JEG oem a bb os abi eh oe ae ole ee 14 6 2 
Ay ite Ey v9 Sei on 1 eee Re oh 4 ee 12 11 1 
September’. . es. hiyjosiee dest ote wake Ore 10 9 4 
Dowber ake eae sk ita toe ahi eo nee: ate Fe 14 6 
PAG UAIDIOT: U's pinta > flea Sm gah Gio vn lado kW 18 5 1 
ECO DEE 17. ba cen n'gblis sie. Wes clacsrde tte sins 14 11 
174 104 14 


The annexed table shows the nativity and parentage 
of those who died from some of the principal diseases. 
The number embraced in it is 3,394, of whom 1,038, or 
30.58 per cent. were foreign-born, and 1,175, or 34.62 
per cent. were children of foreign parentage; the two 
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classes combined make 65.20 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. 


as Gap 8 eve 

BW SC ae ee 

CAUSES OF DEATH. = 7 oS Are 

mz | me | me | 

a 148] 41] 78! 29 
Apoplexy ...... ee ne ene 55) sl! 22) 2 
Oe eee eee eee 47| 28| 14 | 5 
EE 110| 56] 16] 39 
OE 243 | 59 184 
sy oes.) casvcacedevscenescnes 739 | 244) 456) 89 
eM en ccc ces esvedesuedoeseeenes 68 iS Serer 54 
SS Ee 84 | 20 3! 61 
Debility ...... EEE Rs Wands Wai bs c><sevebescevencasosses 58 21 8; 2 
I 27 5 4 18 
pS re seteseereeseaeontes 54 | 22 | 22} 10 
EEE TET ETTTETTEETE 103; 89) 55) 9 
EN caves s.s.cesnsesseescsncesvins 154} 60; 2| 102 
ioc css e cede devs wewescncciecs 2%] is) 6 | 6 
LS ccd ence ccc css s ete vtec vccccnsences 74/ 41} 2| 12 
ee. sede eves dvccvesseeces 142 43 7 92 
EEE ESE OPPETTT TTT ETT TETE TEN 107 44) 55 8 
EE re 61 Wh ee 41 
Nee ilesueccbecestivesss 165 | ig ae 134 
Intemperance.. Na, cca ess cdwestechsascneas see 86 9 | yi ee 
Liver, Diseases of............... Ua ed hath ders hn Ama eebed dca 29 11; 18]....-. 
CE 228| 7 53 | 98 
ee cick x aapiceevvecncdedsevccucaccsteses 83 46 | ney 37 
Measles ........ ce Lc va nnsescdcg at avccass voce 15 8 | ot 12 
ron). ee eS Soy ue we vc pelea i Adee ie otk ve, 73} 45} 8B 1....0. 
Se en ee 51| 81 | 19 1 
sa abs vaelscda subleases sevbacecaveecss 28 4) 2 
rd cada ycbcabmessachageusecescs 42.}° 181° So ae. 
oo as ASE Nes ot hid: hecalah abe phe vee den eee 19 Mei was 5 
Ts i, ou sonics seis enistsln vale ¥en des oe nsec ee aise 156 | 62] 38 61 
Te ons ia asin esa ainn¥ dag eebidona dWeyee soesveee dua 98 a) ee 76 
Ee usu ee nib seh dwadcakcue esas 10 tS IO kis 7 
Se 2205 ST. i fude sles. cdew cdeeneeeatiaees 68} 18| 18} 87 
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The following table exhibits the form of death of all 


who died from external causes :— 


9.0 is 


Deatus from other than natural causes. 


ACCIDENTS. 


SGnldbd tae. . vse de th ade kk ores bake is | 


SVB OCM GN finns bt eles daa aes ba 


FOUIBOION TAUMOAGS.; 2A0, . bacs aces es 


Bun over by vehicles, ./..<...ceee es 


Fell from, @ table. «adic saeinyscses 


Fell into vessels’? holds .........:0. , | 


Pell See OWA, 565 Sap edhe ink’ | 
Fell through a scuttle. ............. 


Fell from windows........... mates / 


Fell. from ship’a mastiscs .. 44054444. 


Fellifrom a ladder. .inj.b ojccc cen ccs 


Fell froma staging. 0%. caceaccecss 
Fell through a hatchway.......... 
Fell from buildings. ............... 


PER arom. 8 tTeREs y. she so dewkeccec. 


Caeser ererescenveseans 


590008 2B Ose 2060.0 0.000 


Thrown from a wagon 


ee 


ESO Ly ee, Pt ons ae 


Crushed by ice 


Crushed by boom of a fey macaie 
By fall of a building......)......... 


By fall of a staging 
By fall of boards 


oe ee eeesererese ee 


CCCHH SE oe ee eee aes 


Shot. ......<:s.s, caste Ree 
By blow from a pick-axe.........++. 
By eating matches .......+ eeerast' 
|| Strangled. .....sascecsensnuns sinacee 
Unknown ......se0 910.45,4 sc 
HOMICIDES. 
Struck by a bottle. ......sceeeeeeees 
Stabbed ........cssssaseeshene cine 
Strangled...... ‘ce setae ae | 
Throat cut. ....5 00.0 sepanmee waves vies | 
SHO. ovesscvsces cose thee 
By laudanum.....<ssssaens ve sone d 
Beaten... .cessc0cnsecum ny aren alse 
Artery of arm severed......... chs 
Unknown . «0... 555 cee eesees 


ACCIDENTS. 


By fall of SNOW. ...cccceccasccccate 
By fall of a stone from building... 
By fall of timber. «.,.5. » 5.50 eueuneeey ae 
Struck by a windlass. .......++se0+. 
By kick of & Worse. ...sccaenseeesns} + 


Sunstroke. ..+. +00 s5meen eric 


Strangled by piece of meat........ 


SUICIDES, 
Jumped from window ........s.++. 


DrroWine dh a.c.s 0: 0. c0uie:01<s0,ere.ngiey ete naenna 


By. shooting... ccsisinenamaten Seuss tee 
By laudanum...65....<0<08 atutamse . 
By cutting throat.......... peeesees 
By hanging.........-....:ssesanenee 
By StryChnine ........ ee eeneee eens 


The average duration of life of members of various 
professions and occupations may be seen in the follow- 
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Ing. The table embraces 841 persons, 285 of whom 
were “ laborers,’ who make 33.88 per cent. of the 
whole number. Little dependence can be placed upon 
the estimated duration of life of this class, as not a 
dozen, perhaps, of the whole number knew their ages 
when alive, and those who gave the ages as they now 
appear, were as likely to specify one age as another. 


XII. Aggregate and Average Ages of 841 persons who died 
im Boston in 1859, whose professions and occupations were 
ascertained. 


No. | Occupations. [Ages ranging | ) ange oh eae 
i Loe 16 to 98 12,884 45.08 
pe Ee 16 to 82 2,078 87.10 
oo RS ER 23 to 78 2,272 46 36 
SEE PEMROMEMOEN asninsca wes sbdaucos-- 25 to 87 2,159 59.97 
og eee 16 to 67 ) 1,188 84.94 
MODUS UE n svnepycsdcss+sossss. 20 to 67 | 1,000 37.00 
ODP Carpentere...................... 23 to 71 1,160 46.40 
18 | Teamsters NS I ee 21 to 64 637 35.00 
EE eee 19 to 83 628 89 00 
ES 19 to 56 570 35.62 
ES EEE RT an 26 to 90 1,056 66.00 
12 | Farmers, &0.........:...0...... 25 to 77 711 59.25 
a ee eee. ees 20 to 60 486 44.18 
11 | ET wins. sie sd nvceses 18 to 60 3890 85.45 
UME S esses assveccreedi ss: 18 to 62 331 86.77 
9 | Stonecutters...............004-. 23 to 62 S41 87.88 
PR IMOMEMIMOIIO yg osc yee cesses ccoes 23 to 61 423 47.00 
@) Waiters, Ko. .................... 17 to 54 179 29.83 
a aay ys canes cs'sc ies 25 to 75 336 56.00 
NEI D oiy sin smscccseses cons 88 to 72 331 55.16 
5} Bhip-Carpenters............... 47 to 70 285 57.00 
ETE 30 to 71 184 36.80 
re "16 to 86 181 36.00 
169 | Various occupations............ 17 to 84 6,699 389.64 
ds dee. SS ee ee eee eee Me ie eee es 2 RN 
841 | | 36,459 43.35 


ch 
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There is a singular uniformity in the number of 
“laborers” that die in each year. In 1855 the number 
that died was 305; in 1856, 308; in 1857, 297; im 
1858, 290; and in 1859, 285. 


XIII. Brirrus, Deatus, MarriaGces, and INTENTIONS OF MarR- 
RIAGES, recorded each month. 


MONTHS, Births. Deaths. | Marriages. | Intentions. 

RMREN TOGLS von cer d ie Kedar se vechcete tks 504 290 255 250 
PE OTURIT fees sinsss ane ters Ver oh en eiae> 425 241 190 200 
ET Ee A OR Sie y ee Fes 502 285 161 136 
PO ac, 8 ae RP oe Oy ore ES 407 295 128 192 
MO yarie irk duees Gent cbs Gah <u seess np 514 293 256 . 221 
RAR inc clad Ohta Go wd oe ¥ oye eRe 457 244 204 226 
Ma re anata ie CG a ones ne nb Gg 461 820 168 184 
AMOUAL suudt chao vhs = eide es vos 00s,vnse ges 532 440 198 237 
PURINE snc yuk wire if denis 4 ss 00 bs 3p Pole 498 868 234 233 
POOREST eis bak < pe Coed ft) tact sak Bak 544 324 258 274 
TIOWOMIDOR op cad aes sc 2 bite debs Vase echt s 518 803 291 280 
DOCOMHET 5 wi pcb vd rice stv Gy cde dss hae 533 835 138 196 

5,895 8,738 2,481 2,629 

INTERMENTS. 


The number of interments in the city proper during 
the past year was 160 only. ~ In the three burial-places 
at South Boston there were 191 interments, and at 
Kast Boston 106. During the same time, there were 


brought here for interment from other ¢ aces, 103 bodies. 


Respectfully submitted, , 
N. A. APOLLONIO. 


City Reeisrrar’s OFrice, 
October, 1860. 
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